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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to the 24th year of Lindy’s college football annuals. A lot has 
changed in 24 years and a lot has stayed the same. The biggest change (I think) 
has been scholarship limits and the leveling of the playing field in college foot- 
ball. Everybody has a chance now and Dynasties (see page 22) are hard to come 
by. What has stayed the same is that college football is still (for me) the most 
exciting sport in the country. Every game is (or may be) sudden death. The tra- 
dition and pageantry is unmatched. 

I am very excited about some changes we have made in this year’s annuals. 
Lindy’s has added several new elements to the major team previews and also 
made graphics changes throughout the magazines. Without question, | feel 
these are the finest group of college annuals that Lindy’s has published. A word 
of thanks to my senior artist, Norbert Feliciano, for an outstanding job on the 
redesign. 

Also, a little bragging on my editors — Anthony Gimino, Don Borst and 
Shawn O'Neal. Last year, they correctly picked: 


¢ USC vs. Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl 

e USC to win 

¢ Matt Leinart to win the Heisman 

¢ Derrick Johnson to win the Bronko Nagurski and Butkus 
¢ David Pollack to win the Lombardi 

¢ Braylon Edwards to win the Biletnikoff 


Thanks to all the readers who have purchased Lindy’s over the past 24 years. 


As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


J. Lindy Davis, Jr. 
Publisher 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2100 Centennial Drive 
Birmingham AL 35216 

P: 205-871-1182 + F: 205-871-1184 

E-mail: Lindyfo@aol.com 

www.lindyssports.com 
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NATIONAL 


Three-Pete? Carroll’s 


TroyBoys Will Make it So 


Well, these guys aren't boring. The 2004 season 
had its share of close calls — the Orange Bowl 
against Oklahoma not being one of them — but 
the offseason seems to be when the real Trojans 
drama begins. 

Oh, none of it is enough to knock the two- 
time defending national champs from their preseason perch, but, like 
the offseason before it, this one brought unexpected departures and 
hope to everyone giving chase. 

Offensive coordinator Norm Chow — the Yoda to Pete Carroll's 
boyish Luke Skywalker — headed to the Dark Side (the NFL) in what 
seemed to be a case of irreconcilable differences. Three other full- 
time assistants pulled up anchor, leaving a significant change in author- 
ity, and several likely starters went into the summer with eligibility 
questions. 
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What are the poor national champs to do? Keep on winning, 
that’s all. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USC has had two of the past three Heisman 
winners, and quarterback Matt Leinart is back for another ... but team- 
mate Reggie Bush will have a lot to say about that. The offensive line 
welcomes back tackle Winston Justice from a year off, and as many as 
10 guys could rotate in a game without a drop-off. WRs Dwayne 
Jarrett and Steve Smith are stars. The offense is an 800-pound gorilla 
swatting away defenders as if they were gnats. 

THE BAD NEWS: All-American defensive tackles Shaun Cody and 
Mike Patterson are gone, and one of the expected replacements — 
Manuel Wright — was in academic hot water. The secondary has some 
concerns that need to be masked by the kind of pass rush that has been 
a hallmark of the Trojans national championship teams. 

OUR CALL: There is nothing on the schedule to suggest that 
USC has red lights on its way up the road to Pasadena for the national 
championship game. Can the Trojans win it for an unprecedented third 
straight time? Short answer: Yes. Long answer: Yesssssss. 


Big Mo’ Shows Up at UT 

Momentum is finally on the Longhorns’ side. They 

got their first BCS bid. They got their first BCS 
victory. They enter the season with every reason to believe they finally 
can beat the Team That Must Not Be Named from that state to the north. 
As usual, much will depend on that game at the Texas State Fair in 
Dallas, with recruiting whiz Mack Brown looking to go from Mr. Febru- 
ary to Mr. October to Mr. January. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Rose Bowl MVP Vince Young brings the 
Offense to life with his running and passing, behind what looks like UT’s 
strongest line of the Big 12 era. DTs Rod Wright and Larry Dibbles are 
formidable. 

THE BAD NEWS: Not to pick at some scabs here, but you do 
know that Texas has lost five straight to Oklahoma, right? Got shut out 
last year. Will try again Oct. 8. One more issue: Will RB Selvin Young’s 
speed be a worthy substitute for Cedric Benson’s power? 

If not now, when? With a Heisman candidate QB, 
overall high talent level and Oklahoma being a tick down, there is no need 
to lobby this season to get into the BCS. Pack for Pasadena, lads. 


MICHIGAN 


Super Sophs Lead the Way 

By our accounting, the Wolverines have the best 

collection of quarterbacks, running backs, offen- 
sive linemen, defensive linemen and special teamers in the Big Ten. And 
the other position groups ain’t bad. Michigan is on a nice, little roll, 
having earned the Rose Bow! berth in each of the past two seasons. That 
bar is slightly too high this season, as the Rose Bowl is for the nation’s 
two best teams. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Chad Henne and RB Michael Hart, both 
sophomores, are fabulous building blocks with potentially exciting back- 
ups. It helps that an all-star O-line will do the heavy lifting. WR/Ret 
Steve Breaston is a blur who should slalom through Big Ten defenses. 

THE BAD NEWS: Two of the spots in the secondary will have to 
be settled in the preseason as Michigan tries to replace star-level 
talent in CB Marlin Jackson and S Ernest Shazor. Will DT Gabe Watson 
report in tip-top shape this fall? 

There's not much separating Michigan and Ohio 
State in the Big Ten, but the Wolverines have the better running game 
and the home date for the rivalry. That’s enough. 


FLORIDA 


Fire up with Urban Meyer 

After the passion, misplaced or not, of the fireron- 

z00k.com website, it’s so predictable that there 
already is a “fire Urban Meyer” site ... but this little cyber corner is more 
of a love letter. Consider it a pre-emptive strike on the part of some 
Florida fans who wanted to claim the web address as their own and 
sing the praises of their new savior ... perhaps until he loses his first 
game, that is. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Chris Leak, by far the most productive QB 
in the SEC, adapted nicely to Meyer's shotgun offense in the spring and 
is a perfect centerpiece. The defense is talented, simply underachieving, 
which Meyer's freshness and discipline should solve. 

THE BAD NEWS: Meyer ended spring with a dislike of his run- 
ning game, essentially throwing down the gauntlet to tailbacks DeShawn 
Wynn and Skyler Thornton. The defensive line better get tougher, like, 
right now. 

Loving everything about Meyer so far — and so are 
Gator fans, 58,000 of whom showed up at the spring game. Excitement 
is high, and Meyer has the brains and motivational skills to deliver. 


» OKLAHOMA 


Battered? Yes ... Flattened? No 

The Sooners probably still don’t know what that 

was back on Jan. 4 in the Orange Bowl, but it sure 
served as a giant, sharp pin to Oklahoma's happy balloon of success. 
Vulnerable, humbled, the aura of invincibility gone ... this is the year 
everyone thinks they are going to get OU. But it’s not like Bob Stoops 
has been sitting on his porch, sipping tea and wistfully remembering 
Sooner Magic. OU is OU, and very, very good. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The NFL still requires draft entrants to be 
three years removed from high school, so RB Adrian Peterson has two 
more seasons left in Norman. The Sooners will see results from high- 
level recruiting in the past few years. 

THE BAD NEWS: QB is unsettled — not even Jason White could 
get a seventh year of eligibility — but most teams would kill for OU’s 
talented options. The secondary wasn’t up to snuff last season and 
might need to be propped up by freshmen. 

| There's nothing at all wrong with the program, and Stoops 
is going to get more chances to add to his 2000 national title. But he can’t 
go through the entire decade unscathed by Texas ... can he? 


TENNESSEE 


Positioned for a Big-Time Run 

This looks like one of Phillip Fulmer’s most tal- 

ented teams, especially strong where it matters — 
on both lines. Sixteen starters return from a team that only lost to 
Auburn (twice) in SEC play last season. A potentially messy quarterback 
situation mostly resolved itself when suspended Brent Schaeffer 
decided to transfer in April, leaving Erik Ainge and Rick Clausen as a 
comfortable 1-2. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Gerald Riggs ran for more than 1,000 
yards last season while sharing time, and could go for a gonzo 1,500 
or more this time around. Good luck running against the defensive front 
seven, which has explosive LB Kevin Simon back from injury. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary ranked last in the SEC last 
season, allowing 236.3 passing yards per game. Moving talented Jason 
Allen might help at corner, but it creates a corresponding problem at 
safety. Can't afford injuries on offensive line. 

The Vols have national championship talent. The 
schedule — at Florida, at LSU, at Alabama — is a curse, although it will 
be a strength-of-schedule blessing if the Vols run the table. 


, OHIO STATE 


Fixin’ to Start Fast and End Faster 

Given the Buckeyes’ 2002 recruiting class, this is the 

year that they figured it could all come together. 
Guys like LB A.J. Hawk, WR Santonio Holmes, C Nick Mangold, DB 
Nate Salley, DL Quinn Pitcock and QB Troy Smith are about as grown 
up as they are going to get, so Ohio State better get going while the get- 
ting is good. Now, just imagine if the gem of that class, Maurice Clarett, 
were a senior. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Flanker/DB/Ret Ted Ginn Jr. has plenty of giddy 
and a whole lot of ups, snagging catches and turning would-be tack- 
lers into a pile of charred soot. The sophomore is the difference-maker 
on a team bursting with veteran talent. 

THE BAD NEWS: A home non-conference game with Texas on 
Sept. 10 adds to the degree of difficulty, and the season-ender is at 
Michigan. Game-winning kicker Mike Nugent is gone. And, oh Maurice, 
what has become of the running game? 

A championship run — in the Big Ten and national- 
ly —is possible, especially if QB Troy Smith (suspended for the opener) 
has no more problems and picks up where he left off. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Trying to Regain a Handle on ACC 

Picking the Seminoles to win the ACC these days 

requires a big leap of faith, and the whole predic- 
tion could be blown out of the water in the opening game, which, like 
last season, is against Miami. If Bobby's boys lose their seventh straight 
to the ‘Canes, at least this time they can’t blame Chris Rix, whose longevi- 
ty earned spots in the FSU record books but not in the hearts of 
Seminole Nation. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Florida State is as deep and talented at run- 
ning back as any team in the nation and the trio of starting linebackers 
is without peer. If the ‘Noles develop a physical mentality on both sides 
of the ball, watch out. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line could remain in flux until late 
midseason. Junior QB Wyatt Sexton has an experience edge — he’s 
5-2 as a starter — but did nothing to seal the deal in the spring, with 
redshirt freshmen Xavier Lee and Drew Weatherford still in the hunt. 

If the stars align and FSU scrapes by the Hurricanes, 
the Seminoles will soar. The defense has some mighty sharp teeth, and 
the QB would be advised not to mess things up. 


Coaches Change, Expectations Don’t 

When he was first hired at Oklahoma State in 

December 2000, Les Miles took less money than 
offered so he could increase his assistants’ salaries by about 25 per- 
cent. It’s good when good things happen to good people, and that’s 
what happened to Miles last offseason, as he hit the lottery with the 
big-time job (and paycheck) in which he inherits Nick Saban’s fine 
recruiting efforts — and doesn’t have to share the state. 

THE GOOD NEWS: LSU is so deep at running back that 2003 
postseason hero Justin Vincent is a luxury, not a necessity, with Alley 
Broussard and Joseph Addai also in the backfield. Defensive middle is 
strong with DTs Claude Wroten and Kyle Williams. 

THE BAD NEWS: If sophomore QBs JaMarcus Russell and Matt 
Flynn can’t bring stability to the position, the whole offense could 
fizzle. Despite the return of 18 starters, none of them play cornerback, 
the main soft spot on defense. 

LSU has championship-level talent and only one 
road game that looks scary — at Alabama. With solid play at QB anda 
seamless transition to Miles ... the Rose Bowl is within reach. 


VIRGINIA TECH 


ACC Champs Could Be Even Better 

If anything, the Hokies might have arrived a year 

ahead of schedule when they popped up in the 
ACC, smacked down the rest of the league and gave unbeaten Auburn 
all it wanted in the Sugar Bowl. Perhaps that shouldn't have been a sur- 
prise, given Frank Beamer’s coaching acumen, but to win the league 
this season, he'll have to navigate through a conference title game ... 
likely against Florida State. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Tech brings back 15 starters from its 10-3 
team, with a veteran senior cast led by cornerback Jimmy Williams and 
defensive end Dary! Tapp, two of the nation’s finest at their positions. 
QB Marcus Vick could be as good as his brother. 

THE BAD NEWS: Working on his third chance after off-field 
mistakes, Vick has to prove he’s the right man on the field, having never 
played in an ACC game. Everyone will avoid Williams and test three new 
starters in the secondary. 

Seems kind of laughable now that most of the con- 
ventional wisdom was that the ACC would simply swallow Tech. The 
Hokies will contend ... this season and for many more. 


LOUISVILLE 


Z/ | Switching Leagues is No Reason to Pause 
/ 

PAwusrile, The move to the Big East should be no big thing 

for the Cardinals, who faced similar competition 
in Conference USA. Nobody in its new league will scare Louisville, which 
will line up with a chance to equal last season’s offense that scored 
nearly 50 points per game — almost 20 points more than any Big East 
team. Unlike most teams in the Top 25, the schedule isn’t scattered 
with obvious big-time hurdles. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore QB Brian Brohm saw useful 
time behind Stefan LeFors last season and should make everyone real- 
ize why he was one of the nation’s top recruits two years ago. Four 
starting offensive linemen return. 

THE BAD NEWS: Only five starters return on defense, and the 
secondary is particularly worrisome. Losing the scoring production of 
WR J.R. Russell (968 yards, 7 TDs) and RB Eric Shelton (938 yards, 
20 TDs) is not to be taken lightly. 

Bobby Petrino is 20-5 in two seasons and is ready to 
embark on many happy years in the Big East (if he stays around, that is). 
This season, the Cardinals should eke past Pittsburgh for the BCS bid. 


Repeat After Me: 1-2-3 is Not a Trend 

Larry Coker has lost only six games in four sea- 

sons, with a national championship, so why the 
increasing angst? It has something to do with a little trend in the loss 
column. Coker's first team went undefeated, but then came a one-loss 
season ... then two ... then three. There’s no way the Hurricanes lose 
four games this season, but this could be the season when they relin- 
quish their hold as the biggest dogs in the state. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Eric Winston is back from injury and could 
become the nation’s most dominating left tackle. Nine starters return 
from a defense that allowed 17 points per game. And the Hurricanes 
have had Florida State’s number. 

THE BAD NEWS: RB Frank Gore is gone, and Tyrone Moss 
didn’t get any better this spring because he was out with a shoulder injury. 
He’s one of the potential playmakers, including WR Ryan Moore, who 
need to stay healthy to ease the transition to new QB Kyle Wright. 

‘Canes are flush with their usual fast, hard-hitting 
defenders and have potential playmakers on offense. The absolute swag- 
ger? Perhaps early-season wins at FSU and Clemson will restore it. 


. PURDUE 


Options Could Involve Trip to Pasadena 

You had to rub your eyes in the spring if you were 

watching Purdue. There was Joe Tiller, master of 
the spread offense and innovator in the cloud-of-dust Big Ten, running 
... the option? Never afraid to tweak, Tiller might have hit upon some- 
thing here. The Boilers might not major in option offense, but more 
of arunning game and a more physical presence might help turn close 
losses into close wins. 

THE GOOD NEWS: It doesn’t get any better than this: Neither 
Ohio State nor Michigan is on the schedule. Multi-skilled Brandon Kirsch 
should be a fine new QB, and the defense — which allowed only 17 
points per game — returns the whole dang crew. 

THE BAD NEWS: No team has a worse fourth-quarter mojo than 
the Boilermakers. Seventeen of their past 18 losses, dating to the end 
of the 2001 season, have been by a touchdown or less. Put it this way: 
They are 6-17 in past 23 games decided by seven points or less. 

The defense should improve on last season’s high- 
class effort, and a perfectly drawn-up regular-season schedule shapes up 
to provide at least nine victories. Nice darkhorse pick for the Rose Bowl. 
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GEORGIA 


D.J. Shockley? It’s Your Time 

Georgia loses five first-team All-SEC players, plus 

the winningest quarterback in NCAA history, so 
there seems to be some ridiculous reloading to do. But the Bulldogs have 
offensive and defensive lines that rank with the best in the league, an 
overflow of running backs and a quarterback with a world of potential. 
A third SEC East championship in four years? Possible. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Dawgs can run all day with sophomore 
backs Thomas Brown, Kregg Lumpkin and Danny Ware. The offensive 
line, returning intact, has 106 career starts. Mississippi State replaces 
LSU on the league schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Even with the program cruising, the person- 
nel losses are difficult to simply absorb immediately. New starting QB 
D.J. Shockley adds a running dimension, although what he really needs 
to show is consistency and clutch play. 

OUR CALL: Tennessee and Florida appear to be improved over 
last season, while Georgia might slide a bit. In the SEC East, just a lit- 
tle slippage is enough to become a distant third. 


Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel 

The Hawkeyes are in a bit of a rut. They have fin- 

ished eighth in the final AP poll for three consec- 
utive seasons — we didn’t say it was a bad rut. They will, for the first 
time, probably get their due preseason love ... but has the pendulum 
swung too far? lowa could be better, but so is much of the Big Ten and 
all those good teams will be beating up on each other, making it hard 
for them to all get into the Top 10. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There is finally stability at QB, with Flutie- 
esque Drew Tate, a junior. The linebackers are as good as it gets, and 
the football gods are due to smile on the Hawks, who endured a plague 
of injuries in ’04. 

THE BAD NEWS: The most telling trait among championship 
teams is a veteran, stout defensive line that is immovable against the 
run. lowa lost four seniors on the D-line, and there are Big Ten teams 
eager to test that underbelly. 

L: Don’t expect lowa to exit the national stage, but the 
concerns about the defensive line and a tough road schedule — at Ohio 
State, Purdue, Wisconsin — will prevent a league title. 


, TExas A&M 


It'll be All About How Aggies Finish 

King of turning around programs, Dennis 

Franchione has the Aggies pointed in the right 
direction after last season’s 7-5 record and Cotton Bowl berth. There 
are still some kinks to be worked out — witness an overtime loss to 
Baylor and a 38-7 loss to Tennessee on New Year’s Day — but the A&M 
re-ascension to the Big 12 South elite is likely to happen sooner than 
later. 

THE GOOD NEWS: It took a couple of seasons, but QB Reggie 
McNeal finally gets it, with only four interceptions in 344 throws last sea- 
son. The defensive line, albeit young, appears capable of upholding 
“Wrecking Crew” tradition. 

THE BAD NEWS: Having three starting sophomores on the offen- 
sive line doesn’t bode well for games against South bullies Oklahoma 
and Texas. Heck, the young secondary isn’t a great sign against those 
teams — and Texas Tech — either. 

L: There are a couple of landmines along the way, but 
A&M could be 8-0 heading into a brutal closing stretch — at Texas 
Tech, at Oklahoma, vs. Texas. An eight-win season would be further 
progress. 


Don’t Count Tigers Out of Anything 

It was a magical 13-0 season, but many of the 

magicians are gone, taking with them their sleight 
of hand (QB Jason Campbell) and, uh, sleight of feet (RBs Carnell 
Williams, Ronnie Brown). The expectations of repeating an undefeat- 
ed season are off the table, but this is a team that is still surprisingly 
experienced and has a great chance to develop chemistry and leader- 
ship with the first five games at home. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Six starters are back from a defense that 
led the country in fewest points allowed (11.3 per game). The line- 
backers are superb and sophomore DEs Stanley McClover and 
Quintin Groves really bring the heat on quarterbacks. 

THE BAD NEWS: The backfield goes from one of the nation’s 
best to the bottom half of the SEC, which could make it hard to be 
balanced enough to get the ball to a talented group of receivers. The 
secondary will miss Carlos Rogers and Junior Rosegreen. 

Auburn doesn’t have to play Tennessee or Florida in 
the crossover SEC schedule. If sophomore QB Brandon Cox doesn't 
implode, the Tigers have a great chance of defending their West title. 


, OREGON 


Post-Peak Slide Leads to Shakeup 

Ever since they shoulda/coulda played for the 

national championship at the end of the 2001 reg- 
ular season, the Ducks have lost 17 games in three years. Still, this is 
not a program to forget. Coach Mike Bellotti wasn’t afraid to make 
changes after last season’s 5-6 record. New offensive coordinator (and 
former BYU coach) Gary Crowton has given UO a new look, with more 
shotgun, spread passing and option ability. 

THE GOOD NEWS: In what could be an overall down year for 
quarterbacks in the Pac-10, the Ducks have the second-best one — 
senior Kellen Clemens. He has plenty of good targets, including perhaps 
the most well-rounded tight end in college football — Tim Day. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oregon’s recent troubles can be traced to 
defense. The Ducks have given up at least 28 points in 19 of their past 
32 games. A healthy DT Haloti Ngata could help change that ... but it 
won't matter if a now-veteran secondary doesn't finally jell. 

The schedule isn’t overly taxing, and someone has 
to finish second in the Pac-10 behind USC. All the candidates have obvi- 
Ous flaws ... So go with the team that has the best QB of the bunch. 


PITTSBURGH 


Returning the Pitt to Panthers 

First thing: It’s safe to call these guys “Pitt” again, 

which conjures memories of Tony Dorsett and 
Dan Marino. For several years, the athletic department wanted its teams 
to be known by the less-distinctive Pittsburgh (borrrr-inngggg), but 
Pitt is back in vogue and on the helmets. Oh, yeah, one more change: 
The school tired of Walt Harris (never mind that BCS game), so in came 
alum Dave Wannstedt. Could be fun. 

THE GOOD NEWS: It’s not the early 1970s, when playing Notre 
Dame and at Nebraska in September would have guaranteed a slow 
start. Now, it's resume padding. Tyler Palko was Heisman-hot in his 
final five games, throwing 16 TDs and averaging 320.2 yards. 

THE BAD NEWS: The interior of the defensive line can be pushed 
around by the better teams on the schedule, and the interior of the 
Offensive line is looking for some answers, too. The biggest Big East 
game of the year — Louisville — is on the road. 

Wannstedt brings a bit of buzz to the Panthers, who 
return 18 starters and join Louisville as clearly the best teams in the new- 
look Big East. Can’t rule out a nine, 10-win season. 
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NEW FITS - NEW FABRICS - NEW STYLES 


BosTON COLLEGE 


Wading into ACC at the Right Time 

Nice timing for Boston College to join its brethren 

to the south and make the ACC a complete 
12-team league. Not only do the Eagles return 17 starters from the lat- 
est in a run of predictably solid teams, but no team in the league appears 
to have a dominant quarterback, which makes BC’s situation look good 
by comparison. The Eagles will go with 2004 redshirt Quinton Porter 
(10 career starts) over sophomore Matt Ryan. 

THE GOOD NEWS: DE Mathias Kiwanuka, the 2004 Big East 
Defensive Player of the Year, made this Top 25 season possible by 
returning for his senior year. The offensive line, always a strength, 
returns all five starters. Plenty of depth at RB. 

THE BAD NEWS; No doubt, the Eagles will get tested more reg- 
ularly than they would have in the Big East. More speed and athleticism 
is needed at receiver, which is why it was so interesting that standout 
CB Will Blackmon was impressive in that role during spring drills. 

: BC has averaged eight wins in the past six seasons, 
winning five consecutive bowl games. Why fight it? Look for a 7-4 
record and a victory in a mid-level bowl. 


TEXAS TECH 


Plug & Play QBs Make Winning Fun 

Here are the passing totals for Texas Tech’s start- 

ing quarterback for the past five years, starting 
with last season: 4,742 yards, 5,833, 5,017, 3,502 and 3,412. See where 
this is going? In Mike Leach’s plug-and-play offensive system, new QB 
Cody Hodges, a senior, is going to roll out of bed and very possibly 
lead the nation in passing. OK, it won't be that easy ... but neither is stop- 
ping these guys. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Yes, the offense will rock. But any further 
upward mobility in the tight-fisted Big 12 South will depend on defense. 
Eight starters are back from a group that ranked a respectable 46th 
nationally last season, showing considerable improvement. 

THE BAD NEWS: The status of versatile and underrated RB 
Taurean Henderson will be in the air until summer school grades are 
posted. Getting stronger against the run is a must; the defense allowed 
an average of 175.7 rushing yards last season. 

Leach has taken his team to a bowl in each of his 
five seasons, and this could be his best team yet. He’d win the Big 12 
North but will again have to get in line in the South. 


ALABAMA 


It Takes More than Defense 

The injury-ravaged offense was so anemic as the 

Tide crawled to the low-level Music City Bowl last 
season that it was easy to forget how dominant Alabama was on defense. 
The final 6-6 record didn’t reflect how good the season would have 
been if QB Brodie Croyle had been healthy. Now that he is (Tide fans 
crossing fingers), those six victories are likely to turn into eight (or 
more?). 

THE GOOD NEWS; Nine starters, including all-star LBs DeMeco 
Ryans and Freddie Roach, return from a defense that was second 
nationally in yardage and seventh in scoring. The three toughest games 
— Florida, Tennessee and LSU — are all at home. 

THE BAD NEWS: Top two RBs are trying to get back from injuries, 
and the offensive line isn’t what you would call experienced. Lingering 
question: Can Mike Shula coach? Injuries have obscured the answer the 
past couple of seasons. 

It might be hard to squeeze six SEC teams into the 
actual Top 25, but Alabama has the talent to not only reach this high 
but swipe the West title. 


5 - FRESNO STATE 


Living by the Phrase: ‘Bring it On’ 

Pat Hill has made Fresno cool ... at least to play 

football. His teams have won 38 games the past 
four seasons, taking on anybody, anywhere, anytime. Among the BCS 
teams to fall in that time: Colorado, Wisconsin, Oregon State (twice), 
Georgia Tech, UCLA, Washington, Kansas State, Virginia. Let's just say 
the Bulldogs, who have 17 starters back, are actually looking forward 
to the chance to play at USC on Nov. 19. 

THE GOOD NEWS: FSU has two RBs who have had 1,000-yard 
seasons and another who was 5 yards shy. Senior Paul Pinegar is try- 
ing to become the first starting QB ever to win four consecutive bow! 
games. He is 6-1 against BCS teams. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defensive line, which loses three starters, 
is the biggest personnel concern. Mentally and emotionally, the biggest 
hurdle is Boise State, which has won the past four meetings. The key 
for this team is maintaining season-long intensity, not just in the big games. 

Another ambitious non-league schedule — at Oregon 
and USC, home against Toledo — has its pitfalls. But the Boise State game 
is at home and the Bulldogs are ready to win it ... and the league. 


A Chance to Win More than Six 

The Bruins have been treading water, with suc- 

cessive six-win seasons and a remarkably unin- 
spiring 37-35 record in the six years since the hurricane blew them off 
course for the 1998 national championship. Whatever little buzz UCLA 
and ultra-laidback coach Karl Dorrell (is he awake?) managed with a close 
loss to USC late last season was squandered with a loss to Wyoming 
in the bow! game. Is this the breakout year? Better talent and more 
experience suggest that it is. 

THE GOOD NEWS: UCLA's main weakness a year ago was its 
raw defensive line, which is stronger and more mature. Marcedes Lewis 
is the best tight end in the country. It’s not readily apparent by the 
record, but the team’s attitude and work ethic are improved. 

THE BAD NEWS: That D-Line has a long climb to respectability 
after finishing 105th nationally against the run. The QB position is in flux, 
with Drew Olson recovering from an ACL tear and super-recruit Ben 
Olson Not having played since 2001 in high school. 

Consider games against Oklahoma and USC as loss- 
s ... but without Oregon, where else are the Bruins going to lose? A 
favorable schedule gives Dorrell a chance to arrive in his third season. 


}e PENN STATE 


TATE Lions Back in Top 25? Believe it! 
Joe Paterno, at 78 years old, wants one more run 
at an undefeated season. OK, dream on, but while 
no one outside of Happy Valley was watching last season, he did put 
together one of the nation’s saltiest defenses. With 18 starters returning 
—and 13 projected seniors in the starting lineup — it might not get any 
better than this for JoePa to land back somewhere on New Year's Day. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Amazing stat for a team that went 4-7: Penn 
State was only team in the country that didn’t allow an opponent to 
score more than 21 points. A solid recruiting haul netted athlete supreme 
Derrick Williams, whose speed is coveted at receiver. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense was horrific, failing to reach dou- 
ble digits five times. Michael Robinson might or might not be the answer 
at QB, but he'll get first shot. For as good as the defense is, the pass 
rush is surprisingly weak. 

: The schedule sets up for a 5-0 start, allowing the offense 
to find itself before showdowns with Ohio State and Michigan. From there, 
the stout defense should be able to secure eight victories. 
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26. Boise State WAC 2 Broncos have Top 25 talent, but schedule might be too tough. 73. North Texas Sun 1 Stellar running games powers charge to fifth straight league title, 
27. Colorado Big12 5 Being the best of Big 12 North isn't all that it used to be. 74. Air Force MWC 6 __Futureis bright with sophomore QB Shaun Carney back for more, 
28. Virginia ACC 5 __ Star-powered Wahoos need to get by Miami, Va.Tech in division. 75, Nevada WAC 3 Along way to top tier of WAC but moving in the right direction. 
29. BowlingGreen MAC 1 — Super QB Omar Jacobs leads way to first MAC title in 13 seasons. 76. Tulane C-USA 6 Accurate OB Lester Ricard flashed signs of brilliance last season. 
30. Arizona State Pac-10 4 — Tough offseason clouds picture for team with Top 25 potential. 77. Washington Pac-10 9 — Tyrone Willingham finds talent at UW not what it used to be. 
31. Cal Pac-10 5 Personnel losses appear too deep ... even for mad scientist Tedford. 78. Illinois BigTen 10 Bigger than the season is Kon Zook's first full recruiting class. 
32. Southern Miss C-USA 1 — NoLouisville in league this season to block Eagles’ path. 79. South Florida BigEast 6G RBAndre Hall leads a team that can make some noise in Big East. 
33. lowa State Bigi2 6 Cyclones will get fifth bow! in past six seasons; North title too? 80. Hawaii WAC 4 Jerry Glanville now coaching defense; offensive skill all-new. 
34, Clemson ACC 6 __ Talented QB Charlie Whitehurst looking to atone for sub-par 2004. 81. Troy Sun 2 Program in fine shape long-term; needs passing game to improve. 
35. New Mexico MWC = 1_—_Betting on DonTrell Moore's return (ACL) to lead way to MWC title. 82. BYU MWC =7 ~——s New coach and old-style uniforms help fuel hope of a turnaround. 
36. N.C. State ACC 7 __ Nation's top defensive line leads the way; is there enough offense? 83. Connecticut BigEast 7 Appear to be rebuilding, but easy non-conference sked will help. 
37. Utah MWC = =2_—_—sUtes will have to settle for a regular ol’ bowl after 2004 BCS run. 84. San Diego State MWC 8 — Artecsneed to make a move on field as Tom Craft feels the heat. 
38. Toledo MAC 2 __ Start firing up the scoreboard for QB Bruce Gradkowski and pals. 85. Indiana BigTen 11 If Terry Hoeppner fails, it won't be for a lack of enthusiasm. 
39. Washington St.  Pac-10 6  Softearly schedule helps pave way for low-level bow! game, 86. Akron MAC 5 Without QB Charlie Frye, Akron slips back into the conference pack. 
40. Notre Dame Ind 1 Charlie Weis gives Irish more of an edge. As for winning more ... 87. Vanderbilt SEC 11 If nothing else, QB Jay Cutler will be worth the price of admission, 
41. Georgia Tech ACC 8 _ Witha top-level player at most positions, Tech will be tough in ACC. 88. Stanford Pac-10 10 Walt Harris is an upgrade at coach, but not much in cupboard. 
2. Oklahoma State Big 12 New coach Mike Gundy will go with fast and furious offense. 89. Cincinnati BigEast 8 Move to Big East came at a bad time, as 16 starters are gone. 
3. Nebraska Big 12 Should be improved but not nearly enough to inspire glory days. 90. Rice C-USA 7 Something old (option offense), something new (C-USA) for Owls. 

. Maryland Act Winning season possible, but grand plans on hold until 2006. 91. UNLV Ex-Utes assistant Mike Sanford takes over; hello, spread offense. 

. South Carolina SEC All hail Spurrier, but Gamecocks have modest postseason goals. 92. Duke Ted Roof's team inching forward, but ACC a big mountain to climb. 

. Minnesota Big Ten Gophers will have to prove themselves against difficult schedule. 93. Tulsa C-USA Thrilling Ashlan Davis should get lots of chances to return kickoffs. 

. West Virginia Big East Offensive skill needs restocked in season of lower expectations. 94. Kentucky SEC Hot-seat coach Rich Brooks has nothing to lose by opening offense, 


. Wisconsin Big Ten 
|. UAB C-USA 
. UTEP C-USA 


Would do well to avoid being bowl-less for third time in 13 years. 96. Marshall C-USA Awkward coaching change in spring leads to way low expectations. 
Can score, but improvement on defense is key to C-USA title run. 97. New Mexico St. = WAC Best of the new WAC members but not quite ready to challenge. 
QB Jordan Palmer leads offense that will be tough to stop. 98. La.-Monroe Sun 19 starters are back from a team that won five games last season. 

. Michigan State — Big Ten Will fight hard, but might be reduced to being spoiler again. 99. SMU C-USA 11 Almost everyone is back from team that finished 3-8. 

. Oregon State Pac-10 Starting over in the backfield means Beavers will struggle for 6 wins. 100. Temple Ind 3 _ Owls struggling after loss of its league (Big East) and starting QB. 
54. Arizona Pac-10 8 — Second-year Mike Stoops needs one more year ... then watch out. 101. UCF C-USA 10 — Small improvement to be made after winless 2004 season, 
55. Wyoming MWC =—=3 ~~ Cowboys beat UCLA in bow! last season, bring back 19 starters. 102. Middle Tennessee Sun 4 Passing game is best hope for first winning season since ‘01. 
56. Miami (Ohio) MAC 3 — Canhandle most of the MAC, but Bowling Green blocks way in East. 103. East Carolina C-USA 12 Skip Holtz tries his hand at rebuilding ECU into league power. 
57. Missouri Bigi2 9 — Free Brad Smith! Talented senior QB needs reins to be off in 2005. 104. Kent State MAC 6 QB Josh Cribbs is gone, so improv is no longer best play call. 
58. Ole Miss SEC 9 Asanassistant, new head coach Ed Orgeron won 4 national titles. 105. La-Lafayette Sun 5 _ Not far away from contending in Sun Belt, but road sked is tough. 
59. Kansas Big12 10 — Bowl hopes rest with CB Charles Gordon and stout defense. 106. Louisiana Tech WAC 6 Offense has to make do without RB Ryan Moats, who left early. 
60. Northern illinois MAC 4 — Should challenge Toledo in West with a non-stop running game. 107. Army Ind 4 Moving back to independent speeds progress under Bobby Ross. 
61. Memphis C-USA 4 _ Return of RB DeAngelo Williams means a third straight bow! trip. 108. Eastern Michigan MAC 7 _ Still far from the power teams in the MAC, but could be best of rest. 
62. Northwestern  BigTen 9 — Broke evenat6-6 last season ... looks to be at that level again. 109. Central Michigan MAC 8 — Notenough offense yet to keep up with best teams in the MAC. 
63. Colorado State MWC 4 — Ramsneed strong-armed OB Justin Holland to stay healthy. 110. San Jose State WAC 7 — Won'tbe rebuilt in a year, but Dick Tomey has energy to get it done. 
64. Kansas State Big12 11 Cats can’t be this low, can they? QB must emerge to move up. 111. Ohio MAC 9 Frank Solich’s arrival puts big-name oomph into stagnant program. 
65. Wake Forest ACC 10 Never easy to beat, but Deacons need to turn around close losses. 112. Buffalo MAC 10 More experienced, but not the offensive might to hang in MAC. 
66. Rutgers BigEast 4 17 returning starters, soft schedule = first winning season since ‘92. 113. Florida Atlantic © Sun 6 —_ Schnellenberger-led program will compete ... starting next season. 
67. TCU MWC 5 —_ Newmember of MWC can make some hay with senior-led offense, 114. Arkansas State Sun 7 __ Lack of experience on O-line could make it hard to top three wins. 
68. Houston C-USA 5 —_ Third-year starting 08 Kevin Kolb looks to overcome leaky defense. 115. Ball State MAC 11 Inthird season, coach Brady Hoke still in rebuilding mode. 
69. Mississippi State SEC 10 Attrition led to team motto: The Few, the Proud, MSU Football. 116. Western Michigan MAC 12 New coach Bill Cubit will rely on passing skills of son, Ryan. 
70. North Carolina ACC 11 Defense must make huge leap forward as offense finds OB. 117. Idaho WAC 8 Seven road games isn’t what second-year coach Nick Holt needs. 
71. Syracuse Big East 5 Greg Robinson shaking up offense in his first year on the job. 118. Utah State WAC 9 Best hope for new WAC team is to spring upset or two at home. 
72. Navy Ind 2 __ Revival under Paul Johnson has been one of college's best stories. 119. Florida Intl. Sun 8 __ Onlyin fourth season, program will be moving up soon enough. 
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MANY INFORMED college foorball fans know 
that Army’s affiliation with Conference USA 
expired last year. But only Steve Koreivo saw 
the academy's independence as worthy of fire- 
works and a parade. 

Relieved of its league commitments, Army 
this season will be home for games against 
such first-time guests to Michie Stadium as 
Baylor, Iowa State and Arkansas State. For 
Koreivo, a northern New Jersey resident who 
can drive to West Point in 90 minutes, the 
Black Knights’ more diversified schedule 
means three no-sweat gimmes in his quest to 
become the first person to have seen all 119 
Division I-A college football teams. 

The distinction, of course, is unofficial. It’s 
a mad, mad world, and who's to say there's not 
some eccentric octogenarian in our midst who 


is one Middle Tennessee game away from 


College 


all's 


NEW JERSEY PURCHASING MANAGER 
NEARS END OF HIS 119-TEAM CHECKLIST 
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claiming the title? 


But Koreivo, at 93 schools and counting, 
probably has reason to figure he’s exploring 
uncharted territory. 

“Tye completed the ACC, the Big Ten, the 
Southeastern Conference and the Pac-10,” he 
says, “and I would’ve been done with the Big 
East until South Florida joined.” 

Leave it to those darned Bulls to make 
things difficult. 

“Irs OK,” Koreivo assures. “I’m planning 
to see South Florida in November. They're at 
Syracuse.” 

Whats more, Florida Adlantic and Florida 
International are arriving on the scene, mak- 
ing it a total of 119 Division I-A programs. 

Ifall goes according to Koreivo’s 2005 itin- 
erary, he'll add 10 teams to his portfolio, hit- 


ting the century mark on Nov. 5, when San 


Jose State plays at Fresno State. The West 
Coast trip looms as a significant departure 
from his Northeast hub, where the count- 
down began in 1979. 

In 1979, Koreivo wasn't counting. He was 
simply a college football fan who went to col- 
lege football games here and there and, even- 
tually, everywhere. 

Perennial superpower or tiny campus with 
a two-block spread, he didn’t care. When it 
came to football, every school had the same 
enrollment: 11 players to a side. 

But as the Saturdays morphed into 
months that turned into seasons piling up as 
decades, Koreivo sensed his hobby was worthy 
of a quest. 

“Tve always saved game programs and 
spreadsheets,” he says, “and a few years ago, as 


I was paging through them, it occurred to me 
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that I'd seen more than half of the teams in 
Division I. So I thought, why not see them 
all?” 

As old friends and relatives move about the 
country — as the occasional business trip 
broadens his horizon — Koreivo has evolved 
from a regional authority into a national one. 
He’s seen college football games in 21 states, 
with No, 22 square in his crosshairs Sept. 10, 
when he'll watch New Mexico on a visit to 
Missouri. 

Koreivo loves the game, obviously, but he 
also savors the entire Saturday experience: The 
pregame tailgate party, the band, the crowd, 
and the wonderful postgame revelry that 
ensues when the local team wins. Or, for that 
matter, when it doesn’t. 

Upon returning home, he provides meticu- 
lously detailed observations on his Web site, 
www.collegefootballfan.com. 

I's the kind of commitment that suggests 
the curator of www.collegefootballfan.com has 
the domestic agenda of Norm Peterson. But 
Koreivo, 48, is married with two children. He's 
the guy next door — a purchasing manager 
from 9 to 5, a youth-league coach on week- 
nights — whose only quirk is his obsession to 
track down the Division I-A teams he has yet 
to see. 

“I'm not able to spend as much time on the 
Web site as I used to,” he says. “I'd be pushing 
it if I returned from an out-of-town football 
trip and went right to the computer, So I do 
what I can, when I can. And as the kids are get- 
ting older, they're starting to enjoy some of the 
games we go to as a family.” 

When he must go alone? 

“My wife understands,” Koreivo says. “She 
realizes I was a college football fan before we 
got married, and I'd be a college football fan 
after we were married.” 

Koreivo’s rooting interests are as varied as 
his game-program collection. He's always held 
an affection for Notre Dame, as well as the 
service academies that embody the all-for-one 
essence of college football. But he’s equally 
taken with the tradition-rich atmosphere at 
Lafayette or Princeton, where a Saturday theo- 
retically “wasted” — the games aren't Division 
I-A — consistently trumps any Sunday after- 
noon spent watching the Jets or the Giants at 
the Meadowlands. 


His favorite team? Put it this way: He's been 


a Penn State season-ticket holder for 20 years. 

Tt was at State College where Koreivo saw 
his beloved Nittany Lions face his beloved 
Fighting Irish in 1987. It turned out to bea ter- 
rific game, but Koreivo remembers the after- 
noon less for the 21-20 Penn State victory than 
the company he kept. 

“Tt was freezing. Snow was falling. A terri- 

ble day,” he says. “And the girl I was with did- 
nt once ask to leave early. I told myself, “This is 
the one.’ ” 


Koreivo encountered the love of his life 


uh, sorry, Mrs. Koreivo, we mean the second 
love of his life — when he was 10, watching 
the epic 1966 tie between unbeaten Notre 
Dame and Michigan State at his grandmother's 
house. 

“That was a benchmark experience,” he 
says. “I just knew it was special. And my grand- 
mother had a color TV.” 

Koreivo attended the Naval Academy, 
where he eventually found himself incompati- 
ble with the curriculum (“they tried to make 
me engineer”) and transferred to Juniata 
College, a Div. III school in Huntingdon, Pa. 

Koreivo had dreams of playing football, but 
a knee injury suffered in lacrosse was slow to 
heal, and he ended up in the stands. 

Zing. There went the strings of his heart. 

OK, superfan. Time out for a quick round 
of Q&A. 

Best stadium? “Beaver Stadium at Penn 
State. The view, the scene, everything.” 

Best crowd? “North Carolina State. I guess 
that sounds strange, because everybody thinks 
of that area as college basketball territory. But 


you wouldn't believe how into the game the 
fans were.” 


Best campus town? “Annapolis. Great 
restaurants and after-game hangouts.” 

Best tailgate party? “Notre Dame. The 
parking lots there are built for it.” 

Best Saturday morning drive? “To an Army 
game. There’s nothing like West Point in the 
fall.” 

Best game? “Oh, man. That's a tough one. 
There've been so many. Off the top of my 
head, I'd have to go with Syracuse-Virginia 
Tech in 1998, when Donovan McNabb threw 
a touchdown pass with no time left. But one of 
my best memories is the time I went to the 
‘Red River Shootout.’ ” 

That would be the annual rivalry game 
between Texas and Oklahoma, which Koreivo 
made arrangements to attend in 2003. But tick- 
ets were only available at the inflated scalper’s 
rates, and Koreivo — a shrewd custodian of the 
bottom line who accumulates frequent flyer 
miles and hunts for bargain-rate motels — went 
to Plan B, joining the 13,349 other fans on hand 
in Lafayette, La., to watch the 0-6 Ragin’ Cajuns 
tackle 0-6 Louisiana-Monroe. 

“A few days before they played each other, 
ESPN.com had ranked them as the two worst 
teams in D-1,” Koreivo recalls. “One was 116, 
the other was 117.” 

Final score: Louisiana-Monroe 45, 
Louisiana-Lafayette 42. 

“One of the most unforgettable games I’ve 
ever seen,” says Koreivo, who wasn’t exactly 
crestfallen to learn that Oklahoma thumped 
Texas in a 65-13 yawner at Dallas. 

Sometimes it’s heaven, watching college 
football games between big-time heavyweights. 

And sometimes you make a U-turn and 
drive a few miles down a highway, and find 


out it’s even better. Hl 
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GARROLES TROJANS REACH 
FOR BIG CHUNK OF HISTORY 
BY DON BORST 


BOLDLY ATTEMPTING T0 GO where no team has gone before, the 


Southern California Trojans are playing against more than the 
Stanford Cardinal and the other riff-raff on their schedule this 
season. 

They're lining up against the greatest college football teams of 
all time. 

These are the big boys of history. They've always said at 
Heritage Hall that “Big Man on Big Man” brings out their best, 
and this is the Trojans taking on the legends of the fall in an effort 
to erase any argument about their place in college football’s 


annals. 


Albert Dickson/TSN/Icon SM 


Tommie Frazier helped Nebraska to 


fitles in 1994 


and 


Cornhuskers fell short without him in 1996. 


Yes, theres Clendon Thomas trying to get 
around the corner with the 1957 Oklahoma 
Sooners... 

And Grant Wistrom and the 1996 Nebraska 
Blackshirts defense trying to get into the SC 
backfield... 

And Leon Hart leading the 1948 Notre 
Dame Fighting Irish into the Coliseum... 

And Bear Bryant directing the 1966 
Crimson Tide to another perfect season (but not 
a third straight national title)... 

This is historical stuff, even before they 
line up for their 2005 opener at Hawaii. 

“We are not flinching,” USC coach Pete 
Carroll declared. 

Three-Pete indeed. 

And that’s where the story of 2005 college 
football begins. 

USC is hoping that it ends in a different 
place than it ended for the 10 previous teams 
that have won back-to-back national college 
football championships. 

For Tom Osborne's Nebraska Cornhuskers 
of the mid-1990s, for instance — a program 
that won the title three times in four years — 
the quest for three in a row ended in St. Louis 
in the Big 12 championship game against 
vastly underrated Texas. 

For Alabama in the late ’70s, it ended in 
Birmingham, Ala., against Notre Dame. 

For Minnesota in the early 1940s, it ended 
with losses in two of the season’s first three 


games. 


24 Lindy’s Football Annuals 


Let’s face it; winning two national cham- 
pionships is difficult enough. Winning three 
in a row has been simply too much to ask — 
in college football more than in most sports, 
since every game of the regular season has a 
bearing on the ultimate champion. 

USC is eager to take its shot, culminating 
with a home-away-from-home Rose Bowl 
that will determine this season’s national 
champion. 

Consider that the Trojans have ... 

e At quarterback, the reigning Mr. 
Heisman (Matt Leinart) — and no other two- 
time champ has had the same quarterback for 
the third-year go-round. 

¢ At all-purpose back, another of the top 
five Heisman vote-getters who is arguably the 
most explosive player in college football 
(Reggie Bush). 

* Perhaps the top young receiver in 
America (Dwayne Jarrett). 

* A whole mess of other guys (17 return- 
ing starters) who know what it takes and what 
it’s like to stomp on the neck of the second- 
best team in the country in a national cham- 
pionship game. 

These are things that, for the most part, 
other teams have NOT had as they attempted 
to win the national championship for a third 
consecutive season. 

That's why nobody has ever done it. But 
that’s not to say these guys can’t do it. 

“T had a chance to talk to (former UCLA 


AS EASY AS 1-2-PEFFFT. . . 


Here’s a look at how the 10 previous two-time defending national 
champions fared in their quest for a third consecutive title. 


First 
Year Team Poll W-L-T Final Champion 
1996 Nebraska #1 =: 11-2 #6 Florida 
1980 Alabama #2  @©10-2 #6 Georgia 
1976 Oklahoma #5 9-2-1 #5 Pittsburgh 
1972 Nebraska #1 9-2-1 #4 Southern Cal 
1971 Texas #2 8-3 #18 Nebraska 
1966 Alabama #1 10-0 #3 Notre Dame 
1957 Oklahoma #1 9-1 #4 Auburn 
1948 NotreDame #1 9-0-1 #2 Michigan 
1946 8 Army #2 9-0-1 #2 Notre Dame 
1942 Minnesota #14* 5-4 #19 Ohio State 


*First poll came out in mid-October, when Minnesota was already 1-2. 


basketball coach John) Wooden the other day 
and asked him about the question of repeat- 
ing,” Carroll said. “He brought up the point 
that people on the outside think it’s more dif- 
ficult to repeat, and he was clear that he 
thought it’s harder to get there than to hold it. 

“After last year’s experience, I couldn't 
agree with him more. It takes you a long time 
to get a chance to be a champion. Now you 
just need to maintain the status of your pro- 
gram, and I’m hoping that is what we contin- 
ue to do as we go forward. I’m not looking for 
an easy way, but we have been there.” 

Much like Wooden's approach during his 
streak of eight consecutive NCAA basketball 
championships, Carroll’s approach is one of 
consistency. 

“Our mindset should not vary,” he said. 
“The questions will change, but our mindset 
is clear. We have grown comfortable with 
being in this environment.” 

I's the kind of environment — the LA 
weather, the SC co-eds, the general excite- 
ment of being the biggest sports story in so- 
cool SoCal — that prompted the most deco- 
rated player in the country to come back for 
another go-round. Rather than give the NFL 
a try, Leinart opted to bottle that environ- 
ment for another year, saying, “This is the 
most fun time in your life. Everything about 
it, I didn’t want to give up.” 

Leinart’s legacy is already assured, but to 


lead the Trojans to a third in a row ... that’s 


2005 


IN 1870, GEORGE GARVIN BROWN INTRODUCED 


AMERTCAS FIRST BOLTLED BOURBONS 


GEORGE GARVIN BROWN’S 
Original Sample Case 


LODAY Press PEL GOMUuNnGal Nee Res r: 


BEST BOURBON 


OF SHOW 
OLD FORESTER” 100 PROOF 
2004 San Francisco 
World Spirits Competition 


BOURBON 
OF THE YEAR 
OLD FORESTER 
BIRTHDAY BOURBON" 
(Spring 1990 Edition) 

Wine & Spirits magazine 
November 2004 


AMERICAN 
WHISKY OF 
THE YEAR 
OLD FORESTER 
BIRTHDAY BOURBON" 
2003 WhiskyFest New York, 
hosted by Malt Advocate 


DOUBLE 


GOLD MEDAL 
OLD FORESTER”® 100 PROOF 
2004 San Francisco 
World Spirits Competition 


OLDFORESTER.COM G rye Go Bice 


1870 


mind-numbingly Hollywood. 

The Trojans enter the season with 22 con- 
secutive victories. The all-time record, of 
course, is Oklahoma's 47 from 1955 to 1957, 
so USC would have to go all the way to the 
end of the 2006 season to reach that baby. 

A 13-0 record this season would take SC 
to 35, making it the third longest by a major- 
college program in history. 

Here’s the thing: They have what has to be 
termed a “manageable” schedule. 

The Pac-10 is always tough, but there is 
no other highly ranked team in the league this 
season. Notre Dame has not really mounted a 
challenge in recent years. Arkansas (visiting in 
September) and Fresno State (visiting in 
November) are good teams but will not win in 
Los Angeles. 

That would bring the Trojans to the Rose 
Bowl, where Texas or Michigan or Ohio State 
or somebody else will be a distinctly visiting 
team. 

During their quest, they won't be able to 
sneeze without drawing comparisons and pos- 
sibly distractingly microscopic notice. That 
doesn’t seem to bother Carroll at all. 

“We went through the whole season last 
year as the No. 1 team in the nation ... that's 
part of it and we deal with it as we normally 
do,” he said. 

The way they normally deal with that is to 
bring in better players than the other team, 
coach them more effectively than the other 
team, and know better how to win than the 
other team. 

Carroll insists that while another national 
title is the long-range goal, immediate goals are 
the only ones worth worrying about. 

He says this is essentially how creeping 
complacency is dealt with: “Guys come in and 
think they don’t have to work as hard ... that is 
when we move them around the depth chart.” 

To that end, they've even figured out a way 
to make like they have something to prove to 
“everybody” who says they can’t keep it up, par- 
ticularly without venerable offensive coordina- 
tor Norm Chow and three other assistants. 

Chow left under trying circumstances to 
the NFL, and Carroll brought in Lane Kiffin 
and Steve Sarkisian to not only continue the 
offensive juggernaut, but extend it even further. 


“T look at this whole coaching transition as 


BEEN HERE, DONE THIS 


While quarterback Matt Leinart gets all the attention, he’s not the only player at 
USC who has had a key role in back-to-back national championships — with the chance 
at earning an unprecedented third successive No. 1 ring. 

Running backs LenDale White, Reggie Bush and Hershel Dennis (redshirting in 2005 

while rehabbing a knee injury) accounted for almost all of the rushing yards the 


past two seasons. 


Strong safety Darnell Bing is entering his third season as the starting strong safe- 


ty, and he’s only a third-year junior. 


Fred Matua is a third-year starter at right guard. 
Defensive end Frostee Rucker started five games as a sophomore, then all of last 


season. 


Steve Smith was the third wideout in 2003, was a starter who missed the middle 
part of 2004 season with a broken leg, but now returns for what could be a big year 


as a leader on this club. 


A total of 30 players lettered in both 2003 and 2004 and are on the 2005 roster. 


ROAD TO THREE-PETE GOES THROUGH SOUTH BEND 


When USC visits South Bend on Oct. 15, the Trojans would do well to bring their 


“AY game. 


Southern California has had no trouble dispatching the Irish in recent years, post- 
ing embarrassing (for the Irish) scores that have averaged 43-12. Yet, when it comes 
to teams chasing the holy grail of a third consecutive national championship, Notre 


Dame has some interesting connections: 


Texas had won the coaches poll, and was #1 in the AP when ND scored a 24- 


11 victory in the Cotton Bowl, which also destroyed UT’s momentum for 


ND had won 21 games in a row and was two-time champ when SC tied the 


1980 ND beat defending champion Alabama, 7-0. 
1970 
1971. 
1966 ND finished 9-0-1, but was voted #1 over 10-0 Alabama. 
1957. ~—ND broke Oklahoma’s NCAA-record 47-game winning streak, 7-0. 
1948 
Trish, 14-14. 
1946 


an addition and not a subtraction,” Carroll 
said. “We need to be stronger, and the experi- 
ence the new coaches bring in makes us bet- 
ter. It gives us a fresher look at things.” 

Considering that they'll start the season on 
top of virtually every meaningful ranking 
(particularly Lindys Top 25), the Trojans won't 
have to worry about what happened to 
Auburn last year ... or, most relevantly, what 
happened to Alabama in 1966. 

In '66, Alabama was coming off back-to- 
back national championships, but the SEC’s 
quirky schedule and the seeming ease with 
which the Tide had dispatched their oppo- 
nents led voters to devalue the team’s accom- 


plishments. As a result, even though Bear 


ND “beat” Army, 0-0, in the famous 1-2 matchup in Yankee Stadium. 


Bryant's team went 10-0, Notre Dame was 
voted the national title and Michigan State 
was No. 2. 

So when Carroll says, “The rankings are 
meaningless at the start of the season,” don’t 
believe him. He knows better. 

Tommy Tuberville knows better. 

A very legitimate way of looking at why 
Auburn went 12-0 in the regular season and 
still didn’t get to play in the Orange Bowl was 
merely because his Tigers were ranked lower 
(much lower) at the start of the season than 
USC or Oklahoma. 

That’s one thing the TroyBoys will not 
have to worry about. 

The rest? Well, it’s history. ll 
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THIRD TIME 
HAS Se 
NO CHARM 


Here’s a look at the 11 teams since allege 
football polls began declaring national champi- 
ons in 1936 (before that, it was generally award- 


ed after the fact without any anticipatory build- 


up), and what happened to their aes at 
three in a row: 


2003-04 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
How they won it twice: After splitting the 


2003 national championship with LSU and not 
even getting to play in the BCS title game, the 


Trojans were convincing from wire-to-wire in 


2004. They made it unanimous with a 55-19 


Orange Bowl rout of Oklahoma. 


What happened in 2005: With the loss of 


four assistant coaches — most notably offensive 


guru Norm Chow — the program wants to show it 


won't miss a beat. And with Heisman Trophy 
quarterback Matt Leinart back, who's to say it 
won't? ° 


1994-95 NEBRASKA 

How they won it twice: In 1994, Tom 
Osborne's Cornhuskers had to put up with com- 
plaints from Penn State fans after the media and 
coaches polls backed NU when the two teams 
went unbeaten. The following year, it was only 
Nebraska, which punctuated the season with a 
mind-blowing 62-24 rout of Florida in ‘the Fiesta 
Bowl. 


What happened in 1996: The cainpueter : 


had their 26-game winning streak ended by 
Arizona State, a2, G, Due: ‘remained in bere 


the Big 12 championship game, 37- 27. 


1978-79 ALABAMA 

How they won it twice: Top-ranked Alabama 
lost an early home game to USC, 24-14 t by 
the end of the season, an impressive bow ‘to- 
ry over No. 1 Penn State gave the 11-1 Tide the 


nod in both polls over 12-1 USC. The Tide then 
held the top spot for much of the following sea- 
‘son and won it at 12-0 when 11-0-1 USC bumped 
off No. 1 Ohio State in the Rose Bowl. 

What happened in 1980: Bama spent most 
of the season at No. 1, but Mississippi State 
scored a remarkable 6-3 upset, ending a 28-game 
winning streak. 


1974-75 OKLAHOMA 

How they won it twice: The Sooners were on 
probation in 1974, but the media poll still voted 
the No. 1 slot to them, and then they made good 


on that show of support by rolling to the 1975 


championship when they were out of NCAA jail. 
They won it despite a 23-3 November loss to 
Kansas in: one of the biggest upsets in college 

"What happened i in 1976: While Tony Dorsett 
and Pitt rolled to a perfect season, OU was tied 
by a mediocre Texas team, then lost in back-to- 
back weeks to so-so Oklahoma State and 
Colorado. 


1970-71 NEBRASKA 
How they won it twice: Scoring the 35-31 
Game of the Century victory over Oklahoma vault- 
ed the Huskers into immortality i in’71, but before 
that, they had to slip past Texas on New Year's 
Day for a share of the 1970 title. The Longhorns 
had won the coaches’ poll (before bowls), but 
since the media waited until after the bowls, NU 
made good use of the chance. 

What happened in 1972: They lost the sea- 
son-opener to UCLA, 20-17, and then at the end, 
fell to. Oklahoma, 17-14, 


1969-70 TEXAS 

How they won it twice: Coach Darrell Royal’s 
club ran the table in 69 and then again in 1970 
... until the Cotton Bowl against Notre Dame. But 
since the coaches gave them the nod pre-bowl, 
the Longhorns only lost the AP share of the title 
when the Irish scored a 24-11 upset, ending UT's 
30- -game- winning streak, 

What happened in 1971: After a 3-0 start, 
they lost three times, starting with back-to-back 


setbacks against ‘Oklahoma and Arkansas. 


1964-65 ALABAMA 

How they won it twice: Hard to fathom, but 
after winning the 1964 title at 10-0, Alabama 
opened the 1965 season ranked only No. 5 ... 


and promptly lost the opener to Georgia. Months 


later, the 8-1-1 Tide rose from No. 4 on New 
Year's Day by beating No. 3 Nebraska and watch- 
ing No. 1 Michigan State and No. 2 Arkansas lose 
their bowl games. 

What happened in 1966: Bama opened the 
season No. 1, but after an 11-10 victory over 
Tennessee, they slid all the way to fourth. When 


_ top-ranked Notre Dame and No. 2 Michigan State 


locked up in their famous 10-10 tie, incredibly, 
BOTH stayed ahead of undefeated Alabama, 
which finished 10-0 — the only undefeated team 
in the country — and ranked No. 3. 


1955-56 OKLAHOMA 

How they won it twice: One of the greatest 
teams ever, Bud Wilkerson’s Sooners won 47 
games in a row from early in the 1953 season to 
late in the 1957 season. In ‘54, they went 10-0 
but were ranked behind 9-0 Ohio State and UCLA. 
In 1955 and 1956, there was no arguing who was 
the best in the land. 

What happened in 1957: Interestingly, 
Oklahoma didn’t drop from No. 1 to No. 2 because 
of the famous 7-0 loss to Notre Dame ... but 
three weeks earlier, the voters dumped the 


Sooners from the top spot when they decided 


they were more impressed with Texas A&M than 
an OU team that had not lost a game in more 
than four years. 


1946-47 NOTRE DAME 
How they won it twice: Once they wrested 


dominance of college football away from Army 


with the 0-0 tie in 1946, Notre Dame would not 
lose a game until 1950 — a 37-game unbeaten 
streak. 

What happened in 1948: Just as the Irish 
essentially dethroned Army not with a loss but a 
tie, Notre Dame lost its hold on the No. 1 spot 
simply because it had a close call against Purdue, 


28-27. North Carolina and then Michigan topped 


the polls, even though the final poll of the sea- 
son was taken before USC tied the Irish, 14-14, 
in December. 


1944-45 ARMY 

How they won it twice: It was Doc Blanchard 
in 1944, Glen Davis in ‘45 each winning the 
Heisman and together leading the way to the 
national championships. 

What happened in 1946: The Cadets went 
unbeaten, but were tied by No. 2 Notre Dame, 
0-0. Thing is, that didn’t prompt the voters to 
push the Irish over Army until the final vote, 
almost a month later, once Army barely beat Navy 


and ND drilled USC. 


1940-41 MINNESOTA 
How they won it twice: This is War Era 
football, and all you really needed was to get 


some good, able-bodied men, and you'd have 


an advantage. Coach Bernie Bierman had a 
great talent in Bruce Smith, and the Gophers 
went undefeated while giving Michigan its 
only loss two years in a row. 

What happened in 1942: The able-bodied 
men disappeared, and new coach George W. 
Hauser couldn't get the new ones going. They 
lost two of their first three games and finished 
5-4. @ 
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@ hen baseball season opened in 
the spring, USC quarterback 
A WM Matt Leinart attended a Los 
Angeles Angels game with 
actor/singer Nick Lachey, better known to 
some as Jessica Simpson's husband. 

Leinart and Lachey became close friends 
in the past year, as Leinart transformed into 
a star in his own right in Los Angeles. So 
big in fact, that he frequently needs to pull 
a cap down over his face when he goes out 
in public. 

But Leinart isn’t complaining. Hang- 
ing with celebrities, like Lachey and Alyssa 
Milano, attending USC and leading the 
Trojans to back-to-back national titles is so 
much fun that Leinart came back for his 
senior year, when many thought he would 
leave for the NFL. 

It just so happened that enjoying the 
comfortable atmosphere of college life means 
more to Leinart than making money ... at 
least for one more season. 

“A lot of people thought I was stupid 
to stay,” Leinart said. “People wanted to 
know why I'd give up all that money. Money's 
not important to me.” 

OK, maybe money isn't everything but 
what about an injury? 

“The only Negative coming back was 
risking injury,” Leinart said. “But I could 
get hurt doing anything.” 

Just in case, an insurance policy will 
take care of potential injury for the second 
straight year. Other than that, however, 
Leinart’s life is so good, it’s hard to imag- 
ine what he missed by staying at USC. He'll 
certainly hang out with more celebrities in 
Los Angeles than he would in Green Bay or 
Buffalo. 

Leinart doesn’t even really need to go to 
school next year. Because he basically com- 
pleted his degree in four years, Leinart par- 
ticipated in graduation ceremonies at USC 


\ j 
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in May and needs to take only a 2-unit class 
to be eligible in the fall. 

“[’m graduating,” he said. “This is my 
last year ... hopefully I can go out on top.” 

It doesn’t get much better than this to 
Leinart. People simply didn’t realize how 
happy he is at USC, even if millions of dol- 
lars beckon. 

“We've got a real good camaraderie here 
at USC,” Leinart said. “We just have fun every 
day.” 

Even though critics pointed out he 

gained little, if anything, by returning, 
Teinart insists he doesn’t regret delaying ee 
NEL career. 

“I know I got a lot of mixed reactions 
with my decision, but other people say they 
respect ‘what I wanted to do,” Leinart said. 
“Teachers have come up to me and com- 
plimented me for my decision.” 

It also helped the decision-makin 
process that Leinart’s tender elbow, which 
bothered him most of the season, required 


a postseason operation that sidelined him 
for the winter and spring, making NFL 
workouts impossible. 

Although he played through the pain in 
2004, Leinart wanted to be pain-free in 
2005. 

“My plan is to be 100 percent by fall 
camp,” Leinart said. “It’s frustrating being 
injured, but also a blessing in disguise.” 

USC coach Pete Carroll certainly believed 
Leinart’s injury benefits the Trojans this sea- 
son. 

“You might be surprised how much a 
guy grows when he’s not in the middle of 
the fray,” Carroll said. 

In an effort to keep Leinart’s mind sharp 
in the spring, Carroll had his Heisman Tro- 
phy winner follow him during spring g prac- 
tice to try to understand why Carroll, also 
USC's defensive coordinator, would select 
certain defenses to confuse the offense. 


That's an apprenticeship that NFL teams 
will be glad he had. 


“We've tried to keep him real atten- 
tive,” Carroll said. “We tried to keep him 
as busy as possible. He hangs with me when 
I’m making calls against the offense and 
asks why I called it. It helps his leadership 
and makes him more focused.” 

Carroll even made Leinart an unoffi- 
cial offensive coordinator in the spring, 
when he allowed the quarterback to call 
plays during practice. Its purpose was to 
help Leinart call more audibles in games, 
something Carroll believes college quarter- 
backs don’t do enough. 

“It’s part of our system that we want 
him to do more thinking,” Carroll said. 
“We'll let him do a lot more than we ever 
let (quarterback) Drew Bledsoe do when I 
was in New England.” 

Leinart thinks the experience makes 
him a more dangerous NFL prospect. 

“Peyton Manning knows everything 
about a defense,” he said. “I’m trying to get 
to his level.” 

Leinart certainly seemed capable of call- 


Name 

Matt Leinart 6-5 
Adrian Peterson 6-2 
Reggie Bush 6-0 
Santonio Holmes 5-11 
Derek Hagan 6-2 
Marcedes Lewis 6-6 
Greg Eslinger 6-3 
D’Brickashaw Ferguson 6-5 
Marcus McNeill 6-9 
Eric Winston 6-7 
Jonathan Scott 6-7 
Mason Crosby 6-2 


D'Brickashaw Ferguson 


Greg Eslinger 


ing plays during spring practices, but the 
Trojans’ offensive coordinator situation 
almost turned out to be the one thing to 
change his mind about returning to USC. 

When highly regarded offensive coor- 
dinator Norm Chow left for the NFL's Ten- 
nessee Titans, Leinart experienced second 
thoughts about his decision. 

“L can honestly say even if 1 knew Coach 
Chow was leaving, I would stay,” Leinart said. 
“But it might have changed how I made up 
my mind.” 

Carroll moved quickly to fill Chow’s 
void, rehiring Steve Sarkisian as quarter- 
backs coach after Sarkisian spent a year with 
the Oakland Raiders, and promoting wide 
receivers coach Lane Kiffin to offensive 
coordinator. 

Leinart spent three years with Sarkisian, 
so it wasn’t a big adjustment getting used to 
his coaching style. 

Leinart probably spent more time talk- 
ing to Sarkisian than to Chow his first two 
years, when he was backing up Carson 


yes 
ie Bush 


School Pos Name 
USC QB Chris Leak 
Oklahoma RB 
USC 

Ohio State 

Arizona St. 

UCLA 


Greg Lee 


DeAngelo Williams 5-10 217 Sr. 
Laurence Maroney 5-11 205 Jr. 
Dwayne Jarrett 


Minnesota 
Virginia 
Auburn 
Miami (FL) 
Texas 
Colorado 


Marcus McNeill 


Leonard Pope 
Mike Degory 
Marvin Philip 


Max Jean-Gilles 6-4 340 Sr. 
Andrew Whitworth 6-7 325 Sr. 


Travis Leffew 


Andrew Wellock 


Eric Winston 


Palmer. 

“T had a great relationship with Matt 
before, and there’s always been respect 
between us,” Sarkisian said. “Matt is a spe- 
cial kid. He's never been a problem. It’s great 
to come back and get to coach him for 
another season.” 

The problem for Leinart is how in the 
world he can top last year’s feats. He's already 
won a Heisman and two national titles. And 
no team has won three straight champi- 
onships since polls began in 1936. 

“T’m not thinking about taking the 
Heisman, that’s not my goal and it wasn’t 
last year,” Leinart said. “It’s definitely some- 
thing special what's going here though. It’s 
never been done before and to do it so quick- 
ly under Coach Carroll is amazing. 

“We had three back-to-back-to-back 
great seasons. As long as Carroll’s here, I 
don’t think it will slow down. We realize 
how hard it is to do it again. We have a big- 
ger target on our back. But we're a very 
motivated team.” 

— Scott Wolf 
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Marcedes Le 


Ht. Wt. Yr. 
6-0 205 Jr. 


School 
Florida 
Memphis 
Minnesota 
USC 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 


6-5 195 So. 
6-2 200 Jr. 
6-7 250 Jr. 
6-6 296 Jr. Florida 

6-2 280 Sr. Cal 
Georgia 
LSU 
Louisville 
E. Michigan 


6-4 301 Sr. 
5-11 168 Jr. 


Mason Crosby 


Not Just 
Babbling: 


Wo Mf irginia linebacker Ahmad Brooks 

a | J knows a few things about trying to 
4 live up to the hype ... and then doing 
wir. 

¢ His father played in the NFL. 

* He was USA Today’s National Defen- 
sive Player of the Year as a senior in high 
school. 

* His prep school coach — Hargrave 
Military Academy's Robert Prunty — called 
him a “freak of nature.” 

¢ As a sophomore last season at Vir- 
ginia, he was selected as one of three final- 
ists for the Butkus Award, given to the 
nation’s top linebacker. 

From all of that, it’s a small step to being 
Lindy’ Preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year. 

“Ahmad has a rare combination of size 
and burst ... not just speed,” said Virginia 
coach Al Groh. 

“His ability to instantaneously generate 
speed separates him from other players at 
the position, but at the same time it closes 
the separation between himself and offen- 
sive players.” 

Groh knows linebackers. 

During his 13 years in the NFL with the 
New York Giants and New England Patri- 
ots, some of the nine Pro Bowl linebackers 
he coached were Hall of Famer Lawrence Tay- 
lor, Carl Banks, Mo Lewis, Bryan Cox and 
Willie McGinest. 

Now, after coaching Brooks for the past 
two years, Groh can make a first-hand com- 
parison as to how his current prodigy 
stacks up. 

“He’s in that elite category if he wants 
to continue to do the things to push him- 
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self,” Groh said. 

More than just words, Groh put his 
beliefs about Brooks’ rare blend of size and 
speed to the test in an interesting experi- 
ment for last season's opening game at Tem- 
ple. Groh put his prized inside linebacker 
on the kickoff return team. 

Not as a 6-foot-4, 250-pound blocker, 
but as the return man. 

With the speed ofa lithe receiver, Brooks 
went 40 yards with the opening kickoff and 
came within a step of breaking into the 
clear. 

“I wouldn't want to see him headed my 
way with a full head of steam,” said special 
teams standout Marquis Weeks. 

That was a fun moment — one that 
exemplifies his rare skills — but what Brooks 


is really about is using his speed to make 
tackles and be a threat in pass coverage (he 
intercepted two passes last season). 

The All-ACC linebacker led Virginia 
in tackles for the second straight year (90), 
was in on eight sacks, had 11 QB pressures, 
and broke up four passes. He had double- 
digit tackles against both Florida State and 
Miami. 

As if Brooks needed any extra motiva- 
tion, he is itching to return to the practice 
field after missing the spring to recuperate 
from having his knee drained. 

He could easily have departed for the 
NFL in April’s draft, in which some ana- 
lysts projected him as a top 10 pick. 

“I definitely have some unfinished busi- 
ness at Virginia,” Brooks said in reference 


to his goal of leading the Cavaliers to an 
ACC crown. 

“I felt I could have gone to the NFL 
and produced and helped a team out. But 
there were certain things in my life that I 
felt like I needed to take action on to help 
myself and better myself as a person. I felt 
like I needed to come back to school and 
do those things, so that’s why I stayed.” 

That he was considered one of the best 
three linebackers in Division I-A last season 
was flattering, but Brooks, in addition to 
his team goals, also has things on his per- 
sonal to-do list. 

“That's awesome that people thought that 
highly of me, but I don’t think I was the 
absolute best overall linebacker in the coun- 
try last year,” Brooks said. 

“There were a lot of plays I left on the 
field, a lot of mistakes that I made in terms 
of mental errors. I feel like I will be a bet- 
ter, more complete linebacker this year.” 

Specifically, Brooks wants to become a 


Mathias Kiwanuka 
Darryl Tapp 
Mario Williams 


better pass rusher and a more vocal leader. 

“I want to be a maniac out there,” Brooks 
said. 

“T basically want to make all the plays. 
I know I can't possibly do that, but that’s the 
aggressive mentality that I’ve always had 
from the time I played backyard football 
until now. I just want to keep that going.” 

Brooks comes from good stock. His 
father, Perry Brooks, played defensive tack- 
le for the Washington Redskins in the 1980s 
and has been an inspirational and motiva- 
tional force in Ahmad’s growth in the sport. 

“He has always been a big influence on 
me and is always there for me,” Ahmad said 
of his dad. “He has guided me in football, 
things in school, and on personal issues. 
My family has been the backbone of my 
success.” 

It has always been that way. Brooks 
remembers his youth football days when 
Perry, a car salesman, missed Ahmad’s games 
because he had to work on Saturday. His 


Pos Name 


Boston College 


DL Stanley McClover 


mom, Vergie, would video tape the games 
for Perry, who would watch them when he 
got home at night, critiquing the budding 
star's performance. 

Ahmad went on to an illustrious high 
school career at C.D. Hylton High in Wood- 
bridge, Va., where he was a running back 
and linebacker, becoming one of the nation’s 
premier recruits. 

Perry Brooks doesn’t work on Satur- 
days during football season any more. He’s 
usually in the stands rooting for Virginia's 
No. 34, who is sure to be on all the week- 
ly highlight shows. 

As always, Brooks is not shying away 
from the challenge of great expectations this 
season: best linebacker — best defender — 
in the nation. 

“That's what he is capable of,” Groh said. 
“That’s what I expect and that’s what Ahmad 
should expect. There's every reason to believe 
that those expectations can be met.” 


— Jerry Ratcliffe 
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Chad Greenway 


Ht. Wt. Yr. School 
6-3 247 So. Auburn 


Virginia Tech 
N.C. State 


Jesse Mahelona 


Tennessee Haloti Ngata 


DL Rodrique Wright 
DL Claude Wroten 


6-5 305 Sr. Texas 
6-3 293 Sr. LSU 
Oregon 


Ahmad Brooks 


Virginia Ernie Sims 


Florida State 


Chad Greenway 
A.J. Hawk 


lowa DeMeco Ryans 


Ohio State 


D’Qwell Jackson 


Alabama 
Maryland 


Jimmy Williams 


Virginia Tech 


Antonio Cromartie 


Florida State 


Charles Gordon 


Kansas Jason Allen 


Tennessee 


Pat Watkins 


Florida State 


Jamhile Addae 


West Virginia 


Jaxson Appel 


Texas A&M 


LaRon Landry 


LSU 


Brandon Fields 


A.J. Hawk Jimmy Williams 


Michigan State Tom Malone 


Charles Gordon Pat Watkins 


USC 


Jaxson Appel Brandon Fields 


PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Michigan defenders in the Rose Bowl to the tune of 192 
yards and four touchdowns, Vince Young showed what every- 
body already knew — the young man can run. 

The question about the Texas junior quarterback, though, had- 
n't been about his gifted feet, but about his sometimes scatter-shoot- 
ing arm. Critics said his passes were too erratic, his motion too low. 

It looked, they said, like he was throwing a dart, not a football. 

In the months after the Longhorns’ 38-37 victory over the 
Wolverines in the Rose Bowl, though, the talk in Texas has been 
about whether the receivers can go deep and who'll replace half- 
back Cedric Benson. 

The debate about Young's throwing motion is quiet. 

At a news conference before the opening of spring practice, 
coach Mack Brown handed out a two-page sheet that compared 
Young's accomplishments in his first two seasons to other UT quar- 
terbacks at the same stage. As expected, Young’s rushing totals blew 
the others away. In a bit of surprise, his pass percentage and totals 
also ranked higher — although we're not talking about compar- 
isons to Dan Marino or Peyton Manning. 

“What everybody thinks about me,” Young said, “is what’s hold- 
ing me back.” 

Said offensive coordinator Greg Davis of the criticism, “I do 
believe there was way too much of it, probably because we went 
about six years with Major (Applewhite) and Chris (Simms), with 
everything classic (form) — and Vince is not classic.” 

Though never mistaken for being insecure — describing one 


SS y flying over, around and sometimes seemingly through 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


COLLEGE 


Florida 

Texas 
Bowling Green 
Texas A&M 
lowa 

Toledo — 
Michigan 
Pittsburgh 
Missouri 
Vanderbilt 
Alabama 
Clemson " 
Miami (Ohio) 
Oregon 
Michigan State 
UTEPS 

UAB 
Louisville 
Northwestern 
Boise State 
Notre Dame 
Fresno State 
Tulane 
Tennessee 


RK NAME 


1. Matt Leinart 
2. Chris Leak 
3. Vince Young 
4. Omar Jacobs 
5. Reggie McNeal 
6. Drew Tate 
7. Bruce Gradkowski 
8. Chad Henne 
9. Tyler Palko 
10. Brad Smith 
11. Jay Cutler 
12. Brodie Croyle 
13. Charlie Whitehurst 
14. Josh Betts 
15. Kellen Clemens 
16. Drew Stanton 
17. Jordan Palmer 
18. Darrell Hackney 
19. Brian Brohm 
20. Brett Basanez 
21. Jared Zabransky 
22. Brady Quinn 
23. Paul Pinegar 
24. Lester Ricard 
25. Erik Ainge 


Rosy Performance has a Way 
of Silencing Young's Critics 


big run early in the sea- 
son he said, matter-of- 
factly, “That was a great 
read by me” — late last 
season the UT coaches sensed Young’s confidence needed a boost. 
So they had a 15-minute highlight reel compiled, not of clips of 
game films, but of television coverage, complete with the announc- 
ers’ unabashed gushing over his performance. 

“Tt was positive reinforcement from somebody outside the cir- 
cle,” Davis said. 

The coaches also tweaked the game plan, using more option 
plays designed to get Young on the edge in a game against Texas 
Tech. Young responded by running for 158 yards and four touch- 
downs. Even his passing improved, with a 10-of-15, 142-yard, one- 
touchdown night. 

After the Rose Bowl, which put Young among the frontrunners 
for the 2005 Heisman Trophy, Young said he watched a videotape 
of the game at least 10 times, usually when he couldn't sleep. 

His favorite play? 

“The best play overall was the tackle I made when I threw the 
interception,” Young said. “I keep rewinding that over and over 
because in high school I used to love to play free safety. That was a 
great hit I put on those guys.” 

When Young watches tape of himself, he said he doesn’t pay 
attention to the runs. 

“My runs are always going to be there, because | am making plays 
and the receivers are making blocks for me down field,” he said. 
“When I watch the tape, I watch for little things like passing and 
things I have been trying to work on.” 

That was the focus of spring drills, when Young worked on 
accuracy on short passes and better decision-making on deep balls, 
all to improve on last season’s 12-11 touchdown-to-interception 
ratio. 

“I'm bigger, smarter, a year older,” Young said. “I’m just becom- 
ing the overall quarterback that I want to be and the coaches want 
me to be. ... I’m doing a great job throwing the ball where it is sup- 
posed to be.” 

Said Brown, “It seems to us that this has finally become Vince's 
team. It did some at Texas Tech last year and throughout the sea- 
son, but this is the first time going into a season that he is the guy. 
Period.” : 

With the departure of Benson, Young will draw more attention 
from defenses, at least until Selvin Young, Ramonce Taylor or high- 
ly regarded freshman Jamaal Charles can prove a worthy successor. 

UT closed most spring practices to work on ways to keep defens- 
es guessing, including a variety of screen passes and play-action Pass- 
es. The Longhorns also worked on getting better production out of 
their wide receivers, particularly on deep balls. 

Young, for his part, gave his receivers an “A” after the spring 
game. Split end Limas Sweed, expected to be one of those deep 
threats, said after Young’s 8-of-14, 115-yard performance, “There 
are no more question marks.” 

Young undoubtedly was happy to hear that. 


Vince Young 


— Mark Wangrin 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


No Politically Correct Answer 
from Bush: ‘| want the Heisman’ 


give a refreshingly straight answer when asked about col- 
lege football’s most prestigious award. 

“T want to win the Heisman,” Bush said. “That's pretty much 
it for this season.” 

Well ... if you're going to have one goal, it might as well be the 
biggest one possible. 

And Bush isn’t joking. It didn’t even faze him when USC ath- 
letic director Mike Garrett (the 1965 Heisman winner) told him 
moments after Trojans quarterback Matt Leinart won in 2004 that 
Bush would be this year’s recipient. 

“I told him, “You'll be standing up there next season,’ ” Garrett 
related. “And he said, ‘I know.’ ” 

Around USC, those who watch Bush practice on a daily basis 
take him seriously when he makes Heisman pronouncements. 

“Tn clutch situations, you see him come through time and again,” 
said running backs coach Todd McNair. “He can change the temper- 
ature of a game in the blink of an eye. A lot of teams could say last 
season, ‘We almost had USC if not for Reggie Bush.’ ” 

The fact that Bush has Heisman buzz is remarkable when you 
consider that teammate Leinart is an even bigger story, back for his 
senior season, trying to become only the second player to win two 


A s evasive as USC tailback Reggie Bush is on the field, he'll 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 

RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
1. Adrian Peterson So. Oklahoma 
. Reggie Bush Sr. USC 
. DeAngelo Williams Sr. Memphis 
. Laurence Maroney Jr. Minnesota 
. Gerald Riggs Jr. Sr. Tennessee 
. Mike Hart So. Michigan 
. Leon Washington Sr. Florida State 
. LenDale White dr. USC 
. Jamario Thomas So. North Texas 
. Kenneth Darby Jr. Alabama 
. Alley Broussard Jr. LSU 
. Marshawn Lynch So. Cal 
. Chris Barclay Sr. Wake Forest 
. Jerious Norwood Sr. Mississippi State 
. Garrett Wolfe Jr. Northern Illinois 
. Maurice Drew Jr. UCLA 
. Brian Leonard Jr. Rutgers 
. Terrence Whitehead Sr. Oregon 
. Thomas Brown So. Georgia 
. Michael Bush Jr. Louisville 


. Joseph Addai Sr. LSU 
. Mike Imoh Sr. Virginia Tech 


. Andre Hall Sr. South Florida 
. P.J. Daniels Sr. Georgia Tech 
25. Wali Lundy Sr. Virginia 


Not rated due to injury: 
DonTrell Moore, New Mexico; Josh Allen, Maryland 
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of the stiff-armed trophies. 

But even Leinart is 
among the first to give 
Bush his endorsement. 

“Tl probably vote for Reggie next year,” Leinart said of his 
newly earned ballot. 

Although Bush started only two games last season, his knack for 
big plays made him one of the nation’s best-known players en route 
to finishing fifth in the Heisman voting and being selected the Pacif- 
ic-10 Conference's co-Offensive Player of the Year. 

McNair frequently teases Bush about the media coverage he 
gets, but said he does it because he knows Bush doesn't live for the 
attention. McNair said despite Bush’s marquee status, ego problems 
have never been a problem for the junior from San Diego. 

“He's a grounded kid. I get on him just to get on him. Just to 
mess with him,” McNair said. “You wait for a moment to get on 
him but it hasn't come yet.” 

McNair thought Bush might show some frustration at last year’s 
Orange Bowl. While the Trojans routed Oklahoma 55-19 to win 
the national championship, Bush was the main focus of the Soon- 
ers’ defense, which kept him from scoring a touchdown. 

“Oklahoma keyed on him and we used it to our advantage, but 
he never complained,” McNair said. “The national championship 
game is the biggest stage, and he never once showed any frustration 
about it.” 

Bush carried just six times but still managed 75 yards. He did- 
n't mind the light workload because he won his second straight 
national title. 

The two games before the Orange Bowl helped Bush become 
a national figure. Against Notre Dame, he broke open a close game 
with a 69-yard touchdown reception, turning a routine short com- 
pletion into a game-breaking play. 

A week later against UCLA, he was even better, rushing for 204 
yards, including a 65-yard touchdown on the game’s second play 
and an 81-yard scoring run in the second quarter. He amassed a 
career-best 335 all-purpose yards. 

“There's not much he can’t do,” USC coach Pete Carroll said. 
“He even surprises us sometimes.” 

Bush is pushing to become the third USC player in four years 
to win the Heisman, following quarterbacks Carson Palmer and 
Leinart. 

There's one slight difference from last year. He is now friends 
with Oklahoma sophomore tailback Adrian Peterson, who finished 
second in the Heisman voting. 

During the Heisman ceremonies in New York City, Bush, Leinart 
and Peterson went out for two nights and became pals. 

“It was great going to New York City,” Bush said. “I’m defi- 
nitely going to be back.” 

This might be his last chance. Bush will graduate in three years 
and is expected to turn pro after the season, although he said he’s 
still in the process of making a decision. 

“l haven't decided yet,” he said. OK, so not all of his answers 
are as straight as others. 

— Scott Wolf 
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PLASER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


ittsburgh fall camp, 2004. 
Then-coach Walt Harris publicly questioned the tough- 


ness of many players who were missing practice with what 
he considered less-than-minor injuries. 

The player who took the most heat? Wide receiver Greg Lee. 

The player who handled it the best? Probably, Lee. 

In the process of trying to prove his coach wrong about his 
toughness and desire, he also did something else — he developed 
into one of the best receivers in the country and a reasonable sub- 
stitute for departed all-everything Larry Fitzgerald. 

Proving doubters wrong has been Lee’s theme. 

Consider all the schools that passed on him in high school, even 
though he was selected second-team all-state for Florida’s second- 
largest classification. Until Pitt came along — Harris was also recruit- 
ing a defensive lineman from Lee’s school — his only scholarship 
ofter was from San Diego State. 

Lee said he knew Harris’ criticism last season was just motiva- 
tion. 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Ohio State 

Arizona State 

USC 

Pittsburgh 

Georgia Tech 
Texas Tech 

Florida 

Michigan 

BYU . 
Western Michigan 
Oregon State 
Colorado State | 
Washington State | 
LSU 

USC 

Florida 

Oklahoma State 
Tennessee 


RK NAME 


1. Santonio Holmes 
2. Derek Hagan 
3. Dwayne Jarrett 
4. Greg Lee 
5. Calvin Johnson 
6. Jarrett Hicks 
7. Chad Jackson 
8. Jason Avant 
9. Todd Watkins 
10. Greg Jennings 
11. Mike Hass 
12. David Anderson 
13. Jason Hill 
14. Craig Davis 
15. Steve Smith 
16. Andre Caldwell 
17. D'Juan Woods 
18. Robert Meachem 
19. Ernest Wheelwright Minnesota 
20. Clinton Solomon lowa 


Not rated due to injury: Todd Blythe, lowa State 


RK NAME 


. Marcedes Lewis 
. Leonard Pope 

. Tim Day 

. Zach Miller 

. David Thomas 

. Clark Harris 

. Garrett Mills 

. Jeff King 

. Charles Davis 
10. Anthony Fasano 


COLLEGE 


UCLA 
Georgia 
Oregon 
Arizona State 
Texas 
Rutgers 
Tulsa 
Virginia Tech 
Purdue 

Notre Dame 
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Even in a Revamped Pitt Offense, 
Dont Doubt Lee's Ability to Shine 


“I didn’t get angry 
at him or anyone else, I 
just looked at my situa- 
tion realistically and real- 
ized that if | wanted to be in that level of the elite, I had to get 
tougher,” said Lee, a 6-foot-2, 200-pound junior. 

“T had to push harder. You learn how to become mentally tougher 
and in turn you become physically tougher.” 

Lee started the season slowly — he battled various hamstring 
and quad injuries throughout training camp — but by the end he 
was the Big East’s best receiver. He led the conference in receiving 
yards (1,297), receiving yards per game (108.1), and his 10 touch- 
down receptions were second only to West Virginia’s Chris Henry. 

Along the way, he also shed that “soft” label and earned the 
praises of Harris, who even lauded his blocking. That ended up 
being a far cry from training camp, when Harris sarcastically answered 
a question about Lee by saying, “Let’s not put him in the college 
football hall of fame yet.” 

“I knew that it was time for me to grow up, to mature, to real- 
ly understand what it takes to stand out at this level,” Lee said. 
“Once I did that, the rest fell into place.” 

Lee capped a brilliant season with a big game against South 
Florida, in his hometown of Tampa. Lee caught eight passes for 153 
yards and three touchdowns, leading the Panthers to a 43-14 tri- 
umph. 

That was especially satisfying because the Bulls didn’t bother 
to seriously recruit him. 

Lee had been injured for most of his sophomore season at Cham- 
berlain High and his junior year — probably the most important 
in terms of recruiting — was spent playing safety. 

But one of his Chamberlain teammates — Joe Clermond, who 
is now a starting defensive end at Pitt — convinced Harris to look 
at film of Lee. Harris obliged and later attended a Chamberlain bas- 
ketball game to watch Lee play, coming away impressed with his ath- 
leticism. 

So, Harris gave him a chance at a BCS school ... and Lee has 
made the most of it so far. 

But now Harris is out, former Chicago Bears and Miami Dol- 
phins coach Dave Wannstedt is in, and the offense is changing. 

There is some question whether Lee will be able to duplicate 
his numbers from a year ago, even though he is a far more complete 
player and a better overall receiver. The Panthers, under Wannstedt 
and new offensive coordinator Matt Cavanaugh, are being transformed 
into a power-running team. 

“There is no question he'll be our go-to guy and we understand 
his talent,” Cavanaugh said. 

“We are going to rely on him to make plays for us — big plays, 
routine plays — he has to be our guy. So I don’t see why his num- 
bers will suffer if he continues to do the things he needs to do in 
order to be successful. 

“The sky is the limit for Greg.” 


Greg Lee 


— Paul Zeise 
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(OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Eslinger brings skill-position 
agility to Gophers’ center spot 


reg Eslinger wanted a chance and nothing more. 
(Ss A chance to test himself, to see if an overlooked, aver- 
age-sized high school lineman from Bismarck, N.D., could 
compete against the big boys. 

He never really even envisioned where a tryout at Minnesota's 
summer camp might lead. Who could? It sounds improbable even 
today, this ride that has seen Eslinger blossom into arguably the top 
center in college football. 

His journey began like so many others, with a dream and a 
videotape of his high school highlights, which he sent to Minneso- 
ta coaches, hoping to pique their interest. With the door opened a 
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. Greg Eslinger 

. Mike Degory 

. Marvin Philip 

. Grayling Love 

. Ryan Cook 

. Donovan Raiola 
. Nick Mangold 

. Chris McNeil 

. Brian Van Acker 
. Leroy Harris 


. Max Jean-Gilles 
. Matt Lentz 

. Mark Setterstrom 
. Tony Palmer 


Dan Mozes 


. Corey Hilliard 

. Rob Smith 

. Kasey Studdard 

. Aldo De La Garza 
. Samson Satele 


. D'Brickashaw Ferguson 
. Marcus McNeill 
. Eric Winston 


Jonathan Scott 
Andrew Whitworth 


. Travis Leffew 


Adam Stenavich 
Ryan O'Callaghan 


. Arron Sears 

. Justin Blalock 

. Davin Joseph 

. Sam Baker 

. Daryn Colledge 
. Zach Strief 

. Winston Justice 


Minnesota 
Florida 

Cal 

Arizona State 
New Mexico 
Wisconsin 

Ohio State 
Mississippi State 
Northern Illinois 
N.C. State 


COLLEGE 


Georgia 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 

West Virginia 
Oklahoma State 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Texas A&M 
Hawaii 


COLLEGE 
Virginia 
Auburn 
Miami 
Texas 
LSU 
Louisville 
Michigan 
Cal 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
USC 
Boise State 
Northwestern 
USC 


crack, Eslinger stormed 
in and parlayed his oppor- 
tunity into a success story 
by starting all 38 games 
of his career while building a resume of honors. 

Eslinger’s combination of skill, relentless determination and 
humility led his position coach, Gordy Shaw, to call him last sea- 
son a “once in a generation” player. 

“T don’t want to say he’s one of a kind because you like to think 
there are more guys like that out there,” Shaw said. “But he defi- 
nitely is something special.” 

Eslinger, named to the Playboy and Football Writers Associa- 
tion of America All-America teams last season, had a successful 
career at Bismarck High (he was North Dakota's Player of the Year 
as his team won a state title), but Division I-A coaches weren't beat- 
ing a path to his front door. He had scholarship offers from North 
Dakota and North Dakota State, but he set his sights higher, even 
though Bismarck High School had not produced a Division I-A 
football player since the early 1950s. 

Invited to the Gophers summer camp before his senior year, 
Eslinger made a big enough impression to earn a scholarship offer. 

“T came to see what it was like,” Eslinger said. “I wanted to do 
the best I could.” 

But even though Eslinger had never played the center position 
beyond Pop Warner level, it took only a few days of Eslinger's first 
fall camp for coaches to know they had someone special. 

“We've got our center right there,” coach Glen Mason told his 
assistants. “Let’s do it right now.” 

Eslinger (6-3, 290 pounds) impressed with his technique, lever- 
age and intensity. More than anything, his coaches, teammates and 
opponents rave about how hard he plays. 

“He does not have a back-off gear,” Shaw said. “He is full-go 
100 percent of the time. Guys like that are few and far between. That's 
what separates guys. They're all good athletes. It’s the ones who are 
willing to put every ounce of who they are into it that become great 
players.” 

Mason once described Eslinger as “the nicest kid in the world, 
but he will kill you in football.” 

Said Minnesota's All-Big Ten running back Laurence Maroney: 
“I wish I could work as hard as he can. I can try, but he has an 
engine that just won't die. If he falls, you will see him on the ground 
crawling trying to get his block. He will do whatever it takes to get 
his block. He just won't give up.” 

Eslinger, separates himself from others at his position with his 
ability to pull on running plays. 

To illustrate that point, Shaw described one play from the 2003 
season in which Eslinger pulled and cut blocked the defensive end, 
jumped up and blocked the linebacker, got up again and was engag- 
ing the safety when the whistle blew. 

“You could see the safety was like, “Will you get out of here?’ ” 
Shaw said. 

No chance. Eslinger is not ready for his fairy tale ride to end 
just yet. 


Greg Eslinger 


— Chip Scoggins 
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Hawaii to share whenever he returns to the University of Ten- 
nessee campus. 
A little Kona coffee, perhaps. Or macadamia nuts. A handmade 
basket? Sure, or a carved wooden figurine ... 
“Maybe it’s his way of bringing Hawaiian culture to Knoxville, 
Tennessee,” said Tennessee recruiting coordinator Greg Adkins. 
Mahelona has brought more than just culture to Knoxville. He’s 
brought a unique, aggressive style of playing defense that has made 


esse Mahelona always brings a little something from his native 


RK NAME 


. Mathias Kiwanuka 
. Darryl Tapp 

. Mario Williams 

. Stanley McClover 
. Eric Henderson 

. Ray Edwards 

. Devan Long 

. LaMarr Woodley 

. Manny Lawson 

. Larry McSwain 

. Tamba Hali 

. Parys Haralson 

. Willie Evans ‘ 

. Anthony Spencer 
. Quentin Groves 

. Charles Bennett 

. Loren Howard 

. Thomas Carroll ee “y 
. Marcus Johnson Miami (Ohio) 
. John Syptak Rice 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


. Jesse Mahelona Tennessee 

. Rodrique Wright Texas 

. Claude Wroten LSU 

. Haloti Ngata Oregon 

. Gabe Watson Michigan 

. Steve Fifita Utah 

- Orien Harris Miami 

. Dusty Dvarocek Oklahoma 

. Kedric Golston Georgia 

. Garrett Mcintyre Fresno State 
. Kyle Williams LSU 

. Brandon Villarreal Purdue 

. Quinn Pitcock Ohio State 

. Manase Hopoi Washington 
. Nick Leaders lowa State 

. Julian Jenkins Stanford 

. Clifton Dickson Florida State 
. Marcus Parker New Mexico 
. Larry Dibbles Texas 

. Baraka Atkins Miami 


COLLEGE 


Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
N.C. State 
Auburn 
Georgia Tech 
Purdue 
Oregon 
Michigan 

N.C. State 
UAB 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
Purdue 

Auburn 
Clemson 
Northwestern 
Miami 


A Little Slice of the Islands 
is a Big Part of UT Defense 


him one of the most pro- 
ductive defensive tackles 
at Tennessee in a quarter- 
century — since Reggie White in the early ’80s. 

Last season, Mahelona led the SEC in tackles behind the line 
with 18.5 and had five sacks. He played a week after spraining his 
MCL without benefit of practice. He made first-team All-Ameri- 
can one year removed from breaking his ankle and missing all but 
two games of his final season at Orange Coast (Calif.) Communi- 
ty College. 

“Jesse’s the best defensive tackle we've had in recent years, no 
question in my mind,” said defensive coordinator John Chavis, who 
coached 2002 first-round NFL draft picks John Henderson and 
Albert Haynesworth. 

“He has tremendous quickness, great strength, great instincts, 
a low center of gravity; he’s hard to move and he loves to play the 
game. He strives on competing. Every day he wants to know some- 
thing to do to get better. He has the attitude with all those tools to 
be a great player.” 

Mahelona is a great player with unusual humility and appreci- 
ation for what he has. 

“I don't take any of this for granted,” Mahelona said. “This is 
such an opportunity. To play for Tennessee and represent that big 
orange “T” on the helmet is unbelievable.” 

Mahelona agreed to attend the University of Hawaii but had to 
attend junior college. While at Orange Coast, he called Tennessee 
in the summer of 2003 to see if the Vols had any interest. Mah- 
elona wanted to play near his brother, Steven, a running back at 
Tusculum College in Greeneville, some 70 miles from Knoxville. 

Mahelona sent UT his junior college tape. But then he com- 
mitted to Oklahoma. Tennessee didn't give up. 

“When I saw film of him in junior college, I hadn’t seen any- 
thing like him in years,” Chavis said. 

During his UT visit, Mahelona committed to the Vols. He 
signed in Decenaier and participated in spring practice in 2004. 
The 6-1, 300-pounder wasn’t an instant success as he struggled to 
learn UT’s system. 

“He doesn’t like to mess up,” said Dan Brooks, UT’s defensive 
line coach. “He doesn’t want to hurt the team. He's a conscientious 
person.” 

Brooks drew up cards as a visual aid to help Mahelona learn 
the defensive scheme quickly. It worked. Mahelona reported in 
August prepared to wreak havoc. 

Mahelona’s technique isn’t the best, but it’s effective. 

“He makes play after play by getting people's ankles,” said defen- 
sive ends coach Steve Caldwell. “He has a knack for when to leave 
his feet, to lay out and make the tackle. It’s not something you 
coach.” 

At midseason, Chavis said Mahelona was playing as well as any 
defensive tackle in the nation. He was playing so well, some thought 
he might turn pro. He should cash in next year. 

“If he continues to progress,” Chavis said, “he’s got a chance to 


be a top five (NFL) pick.” 


Jesse Mahelona 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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LINEBACKERS 


hen current NFL linebackers Karlos Dansby and Dontar- 
rious Thomas came out of Auburn after the 2003 season, 
the Tigers were left woefully undersized. 
There was 6-1, 210-pound Travis Williams as the only return- 
ing starter in the group, moving from outside to replace the 6-4, 238- 
pound Thomas as the be-involved-in-everything middle linebacker. 
And on the outside was 5-11, 210-pound Antarrious Williams. 
The Tigers were supposed to be too small to get the job done, 
especially against the run. Ah, but all the linebackers did was lead 


RK NAME COLLEGE 


‘Tough with good instincts, thats 
Auburn and LB Travis Williams 


. Ahmad Brooks 

. D'Qwell Jackson 
. Abdul Hodge 

. Travis Williams 

. Freddie Roach 

. Will Derting 

. Kevin Simon 

. Spencer Havner 
. Gerris Wilkinson 
. Aaron Harris 

. Tim McGarigle 

. Trent Bray 

. Kai Parham 

. Dale Robinson 

. Paul Posluszny 
. Ray Henderson 
. Anthony Schlegel 
. Brandon Siler 

. Brandon Hoyte 

. Leon Williams 


Virginia 
Maryland 
lowa 
Auburn 
Alabama 


Washington State © 


Tennessee 
UCLA 
Georgia Tech 
Texas 
Northwestern 
Oregon State 
Virginia 
Arizona State 
Penn State 
Boston College 
Ohio State 
Florida 

Notre Dame 
Miami 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME 


. Chad Greenway 

. A.J. Hawk 

. Ernie Sims 

. DeMeco Ryans 

. H.B. Blades 

. A.J. Nicholson 

. Moses Osemwegie 

. Nick Reid 

. Bobby Carpenter 

. Terna Nande 
Kyle Killion 

. Earl Everett 

. Rufus Alexander 

. Jon Alston 

. Brian Toal 

. Brian lwuh 

. Omar Gaither 

. Roger Mcintosh 

. Thomas Howard 

. Brandon Archer 


COLLEGE 


lowa 

Ohio State 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Pittsburgh 
Florida State 
Vanderbilt 
Kansas 

Ohio State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Indiana 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Stanford 
Boston College 
Colorado 
Tennessee 
Miami 

UTEP 
Kansas State 


the way as Auburn led the 
nation in scoring defense, 
allowing 11.3 points per 
game. 

Against the run? Second in the SEC, allowing 104 yards per 
game. Obviously these are guys who play bigger than they measure. 

Travis Williams, particularly, set the tone for the Auburn defense 
in 2004. He was selected first-team All-SEC, and is being counted 
on again in 2005. 

“Travis is a tough guy,” linebacker coach Joe Whitt said. “His 
presence and play have been outstanding. He has taken over the 
defense and takes responsibility for things going right on the field.” 

Williams led the 13-0 Tigers with 80 tackles, including nine 
for loss, and a slew of big plays, proving a 6-1, 210-pound middle 
linebacker could get the job done, even in the SEC. 

“T have always tried to prove people wrong about my size,” 
Williams said. “I know going into this year there will still be ques- 
tions. All I am is a football player. I just want to give hope and con- 
fidence to the younger guys that you have to have something in 
you. 

Williams started as a sophomore outside linebacker in 2003 
alongside Dansby and Thomas, and had 67 tackles. The following 
spring, Whitt moved him to the middle. 

“You have to be tough and you have to have linebacker instincts,” 
Williams said. 

He was at his best against Ole Miss on Oct. 30. After the Tigers 
played nine consecutive games without an open date, Williams 
fought through fatigue and dehydration caused by an ill stomach. 
He required intravenous fluids at halftime, but played 78 total snaps 
on defense and special teams, finishing with 14 tackles and a sack 
in a 35-14 victory. 

“Travis is just a great, great, great kid,” Whitt said. 

“He wouldn't come out of the game even though he had an IV 
at halftime. He came back out and said, “Coach, I can go.’ And he 
did. He didn’t just play; he played very well.” 

That leadership is all part of the package with Williams. 

“Travis, without question, is the leader of the pack,” Whitt said. 
“He is everything you look for. 

“His football play, pound for pound, is as good as anybody 
that’s playing the game. He loves the game, studies the game and 
has a passion for it. And there can’t be any better human being in 
this world.” 

Because of his toughness and his work habits, Williams is able 
to lead by both word and example. 

That’s why his coaches and teammates weren't concerned 
when he missed some time in spring practice due to a high-ankle 
sprain. His time on the sidelines helped other players to see more 
practice time and allowed Williams to spend time coaching 
younger players. 

“The thing with Travis is he can make the tough decisions,” 
Whitt said. “He can tell everybody around him, ‘youre not cutting 
it.’ And he can understand when he’s not cutting it but very seldom 
does he not cut it. He comes to work every day.” 


— Richard Scott 


Travis Williams 
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‘Gift and a Curse’ Helps 
Williams Turn Corner 


he season of Virginia Tech cornerback Jimmy Williams reached 
a turning point early on. 

In the 2004 season opener — the Black Coaches Asso- 
ciation Classic at FedEx Field — the Hokies led No. 1 Southern Cal- 
ifornia 10-7, and the Trojans had the ball near midfield with just 
over two minutes left in the third quarter. Williams was matched 
in the slot with USC’s most dangerous player, halfback Reggie Bush. 

It was no contest. Bush sped past Williams and hauled in Matt 
Leinart’s 53-yard touchdown pass, giving the Trojans the lead for 


RK NAME 


. Jimmy Williams 

. Charles Gordon 

. Antonio Cromartie 
. Jason Allen 

. Alan Zemaitis 

. Ashton Youboty 

. Tye Hill 

. Jovon Johnson 

. Bernard "Josh" Lay 
. John Talley 

. Tim Jennings 

. Kelly Jennings 

. Antoine Cason 

. Reuben Houston 
. Gabriel Fulbright 

. Dee Webb 

. Fred Bennett 

. Darrell Hunter 

. John Eubanks 

. Richard Marshall 


TOP SAFETIES 
CLASS 


COLLEGE 


Virginia Tech 
Kansas 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Clemson 

lowa 
Pittsburgh 
Duke 

Georgia 
Miami 
Arizona 
Georgia Tech 
New Mexico 
Florida 

South Carolina 
Miami (Ohio) 
Southern Miss 
Fresno State 


COLLEGE 


Florida State 
Texas A&M 
West Virginia 
LSU 

Ohio State 
Arizona 
Miami 
Alabama 
USC 

Purdue 
Texas 
Georgia 
South Carolina 
Penn State 
UCLA 


. Pat Watkins 

. Jaxson Appel 

. Jamhile Addae 
. LaRon Landry 
. Nate Salley 

. Darrell Brooks 
. Greg Threat 

. Roman Harper 
. Darnell Bing 

. Bernard Pollard 
. Michael Huff 

. Greg Blue 

. Ko Simpson 

. Calvin Lowry 

. Jarrad Page 


. Maurice Lane 
. Jamaal Fudge 
. Daniel Bullocks 
. Charlie Peprah 


20. Donnie McCleskey 


Baylor 
Clemson 
Nebraska 
Alabama 
Cal 


os 


good in what turned out 
to be a 24-13 win. 

It was the capper toa 
rough month for Williams. 
After commenting that he wanted All-American wide receiver Mike 
Williams to play — the NCAA ruled Mike Williams ineligible for 
the season during game week — so that USC would have no excus- 
es when Tech “shocked the world,” Jimmy Williams was barred from 
talking to the media. 

Then when he had a chance to let his play speak, Williams had 
to munch on his words. But as it turned out, it was equivalent to 
that extra helping of spinach or a second dose of castor oil. 

“T look at it now as a gift and a curse,” he says. “It was a curse 
because I got beat. It was a gift because I knew I had to come out 
and improve the next week. 

“I knew teams would come at me, so I had no choice but to come 
out and work. So I thank Reggie for that, in a way.” 

Williams rarely made mistakes for the remainder of the season, 
becoming a first-team All-Atlantic Coast Conference pick as the 
surprising Hokies won the league championship. 

In his last outing on a national stage, Williams left quite a call- 
ing card for college football fans. He was brilliant in every way dur- 
ing a 16-13 Sugar Bowl loss to Auburn. 

Williams notched 10 tackles, 3.5 for loss, and made a spectac- 
ular leaping interception of Jason Campbell late in the third quar- 
ter. 

The outstanding effort meant nothing to Williams. 

“I was kind of upset; I cried after the game,” he said. “We lost, 
so that was the main thing. I’m going out there to win.” 

It was thought for a few days that it might be Williams last col- 
lege game. He briefly considered entering the NFL draft, figuring 
that a 6-foot-3, 206-pound cornerback with 4.4 speed would attract 
interest. 

“He could take a month off,” said senior safety Justin Hamil- 
ton, “and it wouldn't affect him at all. He wouldn't miss a beat.” 

But Williams, who led the team in pass breakups (14) and inter- 
ceptions (five), saw his teammates again after the bowl game and 
changed his mind. 

“T had time to think and it wasn’t too tough a decision,” he 
said. “I missed my teammates and I liked the college atmosphere.” 

So Williams is back for his senior season to anchor an other- 
wise inexperienced secondary. He worked tirelessly during the 
spring, mother-henning younger teammates in much the same way 
that former Tech starter Eric Green did to him. At the end of spring 
practice, Williams was given the defense’s Team United Award, sym- 
bolic of being the unit's most selfless player. 

Head coach Frank Beamer gave Williams another vote of con- 
fidence after the spring game. For the first time since last August, 
he allowed Williams to speak with the press. 

“Tm an adult now,” Williams said. “I’ve learned from what I did 
in the past. I’ve been here for four years now and I’m just trying to 
show the younger players how to do the right things.” 

— Bucky Dent 


Jimmy Williams 
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Buckeyes Look to Him 
A-Ginn and A-Ginn 


isten to Ohio State head coach Jim Tressel this year, when he 
i sounds a bit like Al Davis. 

Davis, as always, tells his Oakland Raiders to, “Just win, 
baby.” 

Tressel, at least when it comes to OSU’s offense, is committed 
to, “Just Ginn, baby.” 

In sophomore wide receiver Ted Ginn Jr., the Buckeyes boast a 
turbocharged threat unrivaled in the Big Ten and matched on the 
thrill meter only by the likes of USC’s Reggie Bush. 

How electrifying is the 6-0, 170-pound Ginn? 

Consider that in the entire 113-year history of Ohio State foot- 
ball, no player had returned more than three punts for touchdowns. 

Ginn caught 15 punts asa freshman last year, and took four of 
them back for touchdowns. 

He had a sprightly 25.6-yard average, leading the nation. And 


TOP KICKERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


RK NAME 


1. Mason Crosby 
2. Andrew Wellock 
3. Justin Medlock 
4. Brandon Pace 


5. Stephen Gostkowski 


6. Travis Bell 

7. Connor Hughes 

8. Todd Pegram 

9. Alexis Serna 
10. Kyle Schlicher 


RK NAME 


1. Brandon Fields © 


2. Tom Malone 


3. Steve Weatherford 
4. Daniel Sepulveda 


_ 5. Adam Podlesh 
6. John Torp 
7. Joel Stelly 


8. Ryan Plackemeier 


9. Eric Wilbur 
10. Adam Graessle 


Colorado 

Eastern Michigan 
UCLA - i 
Virginia Tech 
Memphis 

Georgia Tech 
Virginia 

Texas A&M 
Oregon State 
lowa 


COLLEGE 
Michigan State 
USC 

Illinois 

Baylor 
Maryland 
Colorado 
Louisiana-Monroe 
Wake Forest 
Florida 
Pittsburgh 
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RK NAME 


1. Ted Ginn Jr. 

2. Will Blackmon 

3. Steve Breaston 

4. Devin Hester 

5. Ashlan Davis 

6. Lorenzo Booker 
_ 7. Skyler Green 

8. Tramain Hall 

9. Ryne Robinson 


10. Taurean Henderson 


COLLEGE 

Ohio State 
Boston College 
Michigan 

Miami 

Tulsa 

Florida State 
LSU te 
North Carolina St. 
Miami (Ohio) 
Texas Tech 
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Ted Ginn Jr. 


that offers just a glimpse 
of what the whippet Ginn 
can do. 

He also scored twice 
on 13 rushes and twice more on 25 receptions, meaning he scored 
a touchdown every 7.3 times he touched the football. 

That production has Ginn on the short list of Heisman Trophy 
candidates entering the 2005 season, which doesn’t faze him any 
more than the tacklers he left choking on his exhaust last year. 

“T came out and I showcased some things,” Ginn said. “As far 
as me getting honors, I’ve got to do the right things off the field and 
on the field.” 

In the first six games, OSU struggled to a 3-3 mark with an 
offense that ranked last in the Big Ten and 111th in the nation. 

The Buckeyes finally hit their stride when Troy Smith replaced 
Justin Zwick at quarterback, and made a high priority of getting 
the football to his former teammate at Cleveland’s Glenville High 
School. 

“Ted can do some great things, some unbelievable things,” Smith 
said. “As a quarterback, you have to get your playmakers like that 
the ball.” 

Smith did just that in game nine at Michigan State, flipping a 
slant pass to Ginn with 1:37 remaining. The Splendid Sprinter took 
off for 58 yards and the winning touchdown. 

That capped an afternoon in which Ginn also scored via a 
17-yard reverse and a 60-yard punt return, not getting touched by 
a single defender on any of his three touchdowns. 

The next week at Purdue, Tressel debuted a new formation that 
looked like something drawn up in the dirt on a sandlot. 

OSU had its lone running back seven yards deep and behind 
the tackle, with Ginn aligned in the slot, but just as deep. 

Purdue handled the trickery quite well, claiming a 24-17 vic- 
tory when Ginn let a perfect slant pass in the closing minutes deflect 
off his hands for a game-clinching interception. 

The “Shot-Ginn” formation, though, was such a success that the 
Buckeyes stuck with it the following week and rang up 446 yards 
in a 37-21 upset of No. 7 Michigan. 

Ginn caught five passes for 87 yards and broke the game open 
with a ridiculous 82-yard punt return during which he left Michi- 
gan defenders strewn in his wake. 

By the Alamo Bowl, when Smith couldnt play because of an NCAA 
rules violation, Tressel didn’t need to be convinced that OSU should 
lean on its freshman phenom a-Ginn and a-Ginn and a-Ginn. 

He got eight touches rushing — one for a score — and six 
receiving in that 33-7 walkover against Oklahoma State to firmly 
establish himself as the Buckeyes’ focal point entering 2005. 

Proof of that comes in Ginn’s desire to join the fray at corner- 
back, and he figures to add kickoff returns to his punt-return duties. 

Ginn arrived at OSU as the national high school defensive play- 
er of the year, but didn’t play one down of defense last season. 

“Last year's last year,” Ginn said. “Now it’s a new year. You have 
to come out and showcase yourself again.” 

— Bruce Hooley 
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TOP 10 


1. USC key players: 08 Matt Leinart, RB Reggie Bush, 
RB LenDale White 

Well ... duh. According to the Heisman votes, two of the top five “most 
outstanding players in the United States” play right here in the Trojans’ backfield, 
including the early No. 1 pick for the 2006 NFL Draft — Leinart. 

Leinart and Bush, in particular, have been the driving forces in the back-to-back 
national championships, with White pounding away, often throwing in something 
like the 118-yard, two-touchdown effort he managed in the Orange Bowl. 

Scary thing for everyone else: plenty of prep All-Americans are eager for these 
guys to clear out so they can be the stars. 

But for this season, check it out: Top backfield, second-rated receivers, 
second-rated offensive line. That's why USC is No. 1. 


to celebrate in the past two seasons as USC 
has re-emerged as a dominant force. 


2. MICHIGAN Key players: QB Chad Henne, RB Michael Hart 
The super sophs of Ann Arbor set the bar high last season, when Hart ranked 
10th nationally in rushing (121.25 yards per game) and Henne threw for 2,743 
yards, with 25 touchdowns and 12 interceptions. And what's more, the 
Wolverines have top-shelf depth to plug in to both spots. 


3. TENNESSEE Key players: QB Erik Ainge, QB Rick Clausen, 
RB Gerald Riggs 

A simplification of the depth chart could help the Vols here. QB Brent Schaeffer 
decided to transfer in the spring, leaving only Ainge and Clausen (a dead heat in 
spring ... bet on Ainge) to fight it out. The Vols can win either way. And with 
Cedric Houston gone, Riggs is ready to rev toward the top of the national stats. 


4. GEORGIA Key players: RB Thomas Brown, RB Kregg 
Lumpkin, RB Danny Ware, QB D.J. Shockley 

The three sophomore running backs might have to learn to share for the next 
couple of seasons. Brown is the most explosive, with Ware providing 
complementary power and Lumpkin, coming off a knee injury, a blend of 
both. Shockley can use his feet, too, but his passing skills will be under 
scrutiny. 


5. LSU key players: rs Alley Broussard, RB Joseph Addai, 

RB Justin Vincent 

Vincent's path to stardom after a stellar 2003 postseason has been momentarily 
blocked by the powerful Broussard and versatile Addai. One of the sophomore 
QBs — JaMarcus Russell or Matt Flynn — needs to come through. 


6. FLORIDA STATE Key players: RB Leon Washington, 
RB Lorenzo Booker, QB Wyatt Sexton 

As a group, Florida State’s running backs might be No. 2 in the country, with 
Leon Washington needing only to stay healthy to join the elite. FSU’s RB depth 
is probably even greater than that of Georgia or Florida (hello, Lorenzo Booker). 
Sexton isn’t brilliant (at least not yet), but he’s not worse than Chris Rix, is he? 


7. TEXAS Key players: QB Vince Young, RB Selvin Young 

Put anybody at tailback with Vince Young — not a bad tailback himself — and 
the Longhorns are still Top 10 in this category. Selvin Young, with modest 
experience, wasn’t around in the spring (ankle, academics), so sophomore 
Ramonce Taylor made some headway. 


8. OREGON Key players: QB Kellen Clemens, RB Terrence 
Whitehead 

Clemens, a senior, has thrown for 5,149 yards with 42 touchdowns, and he can 
be nifty enough with his feet, with 190 yards and four TDs last season. 
Whitehead averaged 145.6 all-purpose yards per game. 


9. LOUISVILLE Key players: 0B Brian Brohm, RB Michael 
Bush 

Neither Brohm nor Bush was the primary force at their positions last season 
when Louisville led the nation in offense, but they will thrive in starring roles. 
And an offensive line that just misses being a top 10 unit will help them 
accomplish that. 


10. NORTH TEXAS Key players: RB Jamario Thomas, 
RB Patrick Cobbs 

When you have two players who have led the nation in rushing — Patrick 
Cobbs in 2003 and Jamario Thomas in 2004 — you're on the list ... no matter 
the quarterback, no matter the competition. 


1. OHIO STATE key players: Santonio Holmes, Ted Ginn Jr., 
Anthony Gonzalez 

With talent like this, Ohio State might not have to be too concerned about its 
lack of experience at running back. 

Holmes emerged as a playmaker late in the 2003 season ... and he continued 
that last season with seven touchdown catches, including three of at least 30 yards. 

But Mr. Highlight on this team is Ginn, and there is only one question about 
him: How much offense will he play? Likely a lot, but he can also be used at his 
recruited position — cornerback — in addition to his going-going-gone punt 
returns. 

Gonzalez came on strong late last season and is playmaker No. 3 in what 
could turn out to be a free-for-all offense. 


2. USC Key players: Dwayne Jarrett, Steve Smith, RB/FL Reggie 


Bush, TE Dominque Byrd 

Like Mike Williams before him, Jarrett endured homesickness as a freshman (he 
is from New Jersey) but decided that USC was the best place for him — and all 
those TD passes (13) from Matt Leinart helped. Smith missed the middle of last 


season, but the three TD catches in the Orange Bow! showed what he can do. 


3. MICHIGAN Key players: Steve Breaston, Jason Avant, 

TE Tim Massaquoi 

No more Braylon Edwards for the Wolverines, but this receiver tag-team will 
make sure QB Chad Henne stays busy, as will an emerging group of newcomers. 
After spring ball, Avant says the crazy-legged Breaston is going to be “probably 
the best receiver in the country.” 


4. FLORIDA Key players: Andre Caldwell, Chad Jackson, Dallas 
Baker 

All the receivers should benefit from Urban Meyer's spread offense, with Jackson 
showing signs in the spring that he would be the Gators’ biggest playmaker 
(Another sign: he averaged 22.3 yards per catch last season.) 


TOP 10 RECEIVERS 


5. ARIZONA STATE Key players: Derek Hagan, 
Terry Richardson, TE Zach Miller 

Hagan is a home-run threat who hauled in 83 passes last season, 10 for scores. 
Richardson is a talented complement (45 catches, six TDs). Miller will be the 
nation’s most prolific pass-catching tight end. 


6. AUBURN Key players: Courtney Taylor, Ben Obomanu, 
Devin Aromashodu, TE Cooper Wallace 

This trio matured last season along with QB Jason Campbell, and now it will 
have to show the way for new QB Brandon Cox. Taylor has 81 receptions in his 
first two seasons, and the other two are equally adept at making big plays. 


7. TENNESSEE Key players: Robert Meachem, Chris 
Hannon, Bret Smith, Jayson Swain, C.J. Fayton 

Depth, depth, depth. Hannon — a 6-foot-4 senior with 4.3 speed (think the NFL 
will notice?) and Meachem, who averaged 18.4 yards per catch as a freshman, 
are the likely breakout stars. 


8. TExAs TECH Key players: Jarrett Hicks, Cody Fuller 
These guys (like the Tech quarterbacks) get knocked for being “products of the 
system,” but Jarrett is a prototype, tall and lean (6-4, 210), who could play for 
anyone. Watch for former JC star QB Robert Johnson, who switched this spring. 


9. LSU Key players: Craig Davis, Skyler Green, Dwayne Bowe, 
Xavier Carter, TE David Jones 

Not a sure-fire star in this group, but Davis is solid, Green is a slithery senior 
slowed last season by an ankle injury, and Bowe and Carter burst with potential. 


10. LouiISVILLE Key players: Montrell Jones, Joshua Tinch, 
Broderick Clark 

Trio will pick up most of the 73 catches that J.R. Russell left behind and likely 
will combine for, oh, let’s say 150 catches and 15 TDs from Brian Brohm. 


TOP 10 OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. LSU Key players: LT Andrew Whitworth, C Rudy Niswanger, 
RT Nate Livings 

The Tigers are likely to lead the SEC in rushing again, part of the credit going 
to a great collection of running backs, the rest to.a sensational line that returns 
five starters, including Niswanger, who took over late for injured Ben Wilkerson. 

Whitworth needs 11 more to become the only player in school history to start 
50 names. He was told he was likely to be a second or third-round pick if he had 
jumped to the NFL. 

The only issue for new coach Les Miles is where to play everybody. Most of 
the front has experience at multiple positions, with standout Nate Livings able to 
play guard or tackle and sophomore Brian Johnson starting at three spots last 
season. 


2. USC key players: LT Sam Baker, RT Winston Justice, G Ryan Kalil, 
RG Fred Matua 

This was the big unknown for the Trojans last season, but the line developed and 
was rock solid by the time USC trounced Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl. Most 
everyone returns, and USC, which can basically go 10 deep, re-adds Justice, a 
standout who was suspended from school last fall. 


3. MICHIGAN Key players: LT Adam Stenavich, RG Matt Lentz, 
RT Jake Long 

Stenavich and Lentz are preseason Lombardi Award candidates, and Lentz is 
more-than-solid piece to the puzzle in yet another true-blue Michigan line. Center 
is up for grabs, with shuffling possible if tackle Mike Kolodziej starts. 


4. TEXAS Key players: LT Jonathan Scott, RT Justin Blalock 
Scott is a four-year starter who will just need to keep doing what he has been 
doing in order to be a first-round choice in 2006. Blalock, a junior and three-year 
starter, gives UT the best bookends, and guards Kasey Studdard and Will Allen 
make the interior solid, too. 


5. TENNESSEE key players: LT Arron Sears, LG Rob Smith, 
RT Albert Toeaina 

Sears, a junior, began to dominate late last season and will be among the SEC’s 
elite tackles. Smith is a steady and underrated force who could be all-conference 
caliber, as could the mammoth Toeaina. 


6. GEORGIA Key players: 0G Max Jean-Gilles, C Russ Tanner 
A weakness two years ago, the Bulldogs linemen grew up together and are now 
juniors and seniors, bursting with quality depth. The front-line talent is there, 
too, with Jean-Gilles and Tanner, while a towering pair of tackles (6-9 Dennis 
Roland and 6-7 Daniel Inman) are hard to get around. 


7. MINNESOTA key players: C Greg Eslinger, LT Joe Ainslie, 
LG Mark Setterstrom 

The Gophers have been adept at pass protection (allowing less than 20 sacks in 
each of past four seasons) and, as RB Laurence Maroney can attest, they can 
blow defenders off the ball, too. 


8. NMIIAMI key players: LT Eric Winston, LG Tony Tella 

The Hurricanes’ offensive line was manhandled by the defense in spring, but 
Winston —a possible top 10 pick in 2006 — and Tella were among those out 
with injuries. Winston, returning from a knee injury, will be just fine in the fall. 


9. CAL Key players: C Marvin Philip, OT Ryan O'Callaghan, 

0G Aaron Merz, OT Andrew Cameron 

Philip and O'Callaghan earned first-team All-Pac-10 honors last season, while 
Merz and Cameron were honorable mention. 


10. BosTOn COLLEGE key players: ¢ Patrick Ross, 
OT Jeremy Trueblood 

Another strong Eagles OL is the only one in the ACC to return all five starters, 
offering reason for optimism in the move to the tougher league. 


PHOTO BY THE SPORTING NEWS 


1. N.C. STATE key players: DE Mario Williams, 
DE Manny Lawson, DT John McCargo, DT Tank Tyler 

The Wolfpack had the nation’s top-rated defense a year ago, and Williams and 
Lawson were a big reason why, absolute terrors off the edge. Coordinator Reggie 
Herring departed for Arkansas, but new coordinator Steve Dunlap isn’t going to 
change the attack-dog style. 

Williams is the lead hound, a freakish athlete with a ready-for-the-NFL body at 
6-7, 285 and less than 6 percent body fat. He had 15 tackles for loss, including six 
sacks last season. Lawson (6-5, 220) isn't as formidable physically, but the 
former linebacker took well to end last year, with seven sacks. 
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made a successful transition to end on 
N.C. State’s top-rated defensive front. 


TOP 10 DEFENSIVE LINES 


Starting tackles McCargo and Tyler are battle-tested, and depth is bountiful. 
Given N.C. State’s struggles on offense, this group won't — and can't afford to — 
become complacent. 

Said Lawson: “Our motto is, ‘Defense, we're all we got.’ ” 


2. GEORGIA Key players: DE Quentin Moses, DE Will Thompson, 
DT Kedric Golston, DT Gerald Anderson 

One of the most productive defensive players in school history (DE David Pollack) 
is gone, but the Bulldogs should still have the best line in the SEC. Moses, who 
had 6.5 sacks as a part-timer in 2004, steps into Pollack’s starting spot. Everyone 
else is a returning starter, with Thompson back for a sixth season of eligibility and 
Golston and Anderson possessing All-SEC potential. 


3. TENNESSEE Key players: DE Parys Haralson, 

DT Jesse Mahelona, DT Justin Harrell 

Lindy’s preseason All-American Mahelona and Haralson, both seniors, accounted 
for 32 tackles for loss last season. With a sack and a forced fumble, Harrell was 
the Defensive MVP of the Cotton Bowl as the Vols spanked Texas A&M 38-7. 


4. MICHIGAN Key players: DT Gabe Watson, DL Pat Massey, 
DE LaMarr Woodley 
With a 3-4 look, Michigan has plenty of flexibility to use its talent on a defensive 
line that looked great in the spring. Watson has a high talent ceiling and Wood- 
ley's move from linebacker will inspire a stronger pass rush. 


5. Miami Key players: DT Orien Harris, DT Baraka Atkins, 

DE Thomas Carroll 

Oodles of depth and potential, with Harris looking for a more complete season 
than in 2004. Atkins moves inside, where his quickness will serve him well. 
Carroll is coming off a season with 6.5 sacks and 16 tackles for loss. 


6. TEXAS Key players: DT Rod Wright, DT Larry Dibbles 
Wright's production slipped in 2004 due to an ankle injury, but he’s a 6-5, 305- 
pound specimen entering his fourth season as a starter with 28 career TFLs. 
Dibbles is all-conference caliber, and watch for DE Tim Crowder to blossom. 


Y Af LSU Key players: DT Kyle Williams, DT Claude Wroten 

Williams and Wroten can make their case for the best tackle combination in the 
league ... and the fact that the Tigers ranked third nationally in rush defense last 
season helps their cause. Sophomore DE Glen Dorsey is ready to step up. 


8. PURDUE Key players: DE Ray Edwards, DE Anthony Spencer, 
DE Rob Ninkovich 

The Boilers’ trio of starting ends put together 23.5 sacks last season. Senior 
tackles Brandon Villarreal and Brent Grover are battle-tested returning starters. 


9. VIRGINIA TECH Key players: DE Daryl Tapp, 

DT Jonathan Lewis 

Tapp is one of the nation’s elite pass rushers, and Lewis gets a strong push 
inside. Noland Burchette is a promising end, too, on a team flush with pass 
rushers. 


10. OREGON Key players: DT Haloti Ngata, DE Devan Long 
Ngata, who suffered a knee injury in the 2003 opener, is feeling good again and 
should have a monster season. The underrated Long had 7.5 sacks in 2004. 


TOP 10 LINEBACKERS 


1. FLORIDA STATE key players: Ernie Sims, A.J. Nicholson, 
Buster Davis 

Linebacker is the deepest position group of all, with the competition fierce for 
the top spot. With much to choose from, Florida State’s ‘backers get the nod 
because of their production, potential to get even better, and ability to really pop 
ballcarriers in the mouth. 

Sims, a junior, has off-the-charts talent and last season began to live up to 
his high school hype as the top linebacker in the country. Nicholson could be an 
all-conference player in many leagues, but might have to get in line because of 
the ACC's stellar group. Those two, combined with Davis, another returning 
starter, combined for 234 tackles last season. 

Backups such as Sam McGrew, Lawrence Timmons and Jae Thaxton would 
be starters for most major programs. 


2. lowa Key players: Chad Greenway, Abdul Hodge 

Two of the three best linebackers in the Big Ten play for lowa, and each could 
earn All-America honors, too. Hodge, who plays the middle, has 295 career 
tackles. Greenway, on the outside, has 260. Junior Ed Miles is new to the starting 


lineup, but he has experience and will try to clean up on any leftover tackles. 


3. OHIO STATE Key players: A.J. Hawk, Anthony Schlegel, 
Bobby Carpenter 

Hawk will battle lowa’s Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge for defensive player of 
the year honors in the Big Ten. He had 141 tackles last season, the most at OSU 
since Chris Spielman had 156 in 1986. 


4. ALABAMA Key players: DeMeco Ryans, Freddie Roach 
As far as NFL prospects go, these two seniors might be the SEC’s finest at 
linebacker. They lead a defense that was second nationally last season. Juwan 


Simpson looks like a new player, but only the name has changed (from Garth). 


5. BOSTON COLLEGE Key players: Brian Toal, 
Ray Henderson, Ricky Brown 


Toal was the Big East Rookie of the Year last season after making eight starts 
and 77 tackles. Henderson intercepted a team-high six passes from his middle 
linebacker position. Brown had a team-high 81 stops. 


6. VIRGINIA Key players: Ahmad Brooks, Kai Parham 

Brooks can do it all (rush, hit, cover ... even return kicks) and Parham is 
another among the national elite. The only thing keeping this group from being 
higher is that the Cavs must replace Darryl Blackstock and Dennis Haley in 
their 3-4 set. 


7. AUBURN Key players: Travis Williams, Antarrious Williams 
Definitely built for speed. Travis Williams plays the middle at 6-1, 207 pounds 
and Antarrious Williams (5-11, 206) is a safety masquerading at linebacker. 
Despite the size, Travis was All-SEC, combining with Antarrious for 18 TFLs. 


8. TENNESSEE Key players: Kevin Simon, Omar Gaither 
After losing All-SEC Kevin Burnett, the Vols plug in Kevin Simon, an explosive 
player who is healthy after missing 2004 because of injury. Gaither had 12.5 
TFLs. Jason Mitchell is a returning starter who can play any linebacker spot. 


9. UCLA Key players: Spencer Havner, Justin London 

Havner was one of the most productive linebackers in the country last season, 
with 125 tackles, including 84 solo. London hobbled through 2004 because of an 
ankle injury but is another 100-tackle linebacker when healthy. 


10. Miami Key players: Roger Mcintosh, Leon Williams 
Never a shortage of linebackers at Miami, and everyone is eager to see what 
touted and troubled redshirt freshman Willie Williams can do on the field this fall. 


10B. COLORADO Key players: Thaddaeus Washington, 
Jordon Dizon, Brian lwuh 

A position group this deep deserves an extra team. Competition at each spot will 
keep everyone sharp, and Iwuh, in particular, will rattle a few helmets. 


TOP 10 DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. ALABAMA Key players: FS Roman Harper, SS Charlie Peprah, 
CB Anthony Madison, CB Ramzee Robinson 

Alabama, with the help of only a modest pass rush, led the nation last season 
in pass defense, allowing 113.1 yards per game. 

True, there wasn’t a wild-and-crazy passing team on the schedule, but that 
kind of production, combined with the return of all four starters in the secondary, 
makes this the top unit. Alabama's last line of defense is led by Harper and 
Peprah, seniors who know their way around any SEC offense. Harper has 233 
career tackles, while Peprah has nine interceptions. 

Cornerback Anthony Madison is the third senior in the secondary, armed with 
27 career starts. The “baby” of the group is Robinson, a junior who started every 
game last season. 


2. NIIAMI Key players: CB Kelly Jennings, $ Greg Threat, 

S Anthony Reddick, CB Marcus Maxey 

The big loss is first-round pick Antrel Rolle, but the surplus of talent means that 
his loss can be absorbed without much ill-effect. Jennings has started 29 games, 
and Maxey jumped past special teams ace Devin Hester (who led the team with 
four interceptions last season) for the other spot. The competition is such that 


Threat (a team-high 139 tackles) wasn’t even listed as a starter after spring ball. 


8. Ouio STATE Key players: CB Ashton Youboty, 

FS Nate Salley : 
Youboty came on strong late last season and will be one of the premier cover 
men in the Big Ten. He had an interception in three of the past four regular- 


season games, including one vs. Michigan, when he also broke up four passes. 


4. Penn STATE key players: CB Alan Zemaitis, SS Calvin Lowry 
Penn State has an all-senior secondary, led by Zemaitis, who doesn’t get challenged 
much. FS Chris Harrell, an ex-starter, returns after missing ’04 with a neck injury. 


The Lions allowed only five TD passes (and picked off 16 throws) last season. 


5. GEORGIA Key players: CB Tim Jennings, FS Greg Blue 

With this kind of returning talent, it’s hard to believe Georgia intercepted only five 
passes last season. Blue’s hitting ability, however, makes receivers think when 
they wander into his area. 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA Key players: CB Fred Bennett, 
S Ko Simpson 

Steve Spurrier wishes he had this much talent for his Fun 'N’ Gun offense. 
Simpson picked off an SEC-best six passes last season and, like Bennett, will 
make a run at all-league honors. 


7. GEORGIA TECH Key players: CB Reuben Houston, 
FS Dawan Landry 

Houston is the team’s shut-down corner, with the playmaking Landry moving 
from strong safety to clear room for Chris Reis, who played linebacker last 
season and made 15 tackles for loss. 


8. FLORIDA STATE Key players: CB Antonio Cromartie, 
FS Pat Watkins 

Cromartie and Watkins are among the nation’s very finest at their positions. 
SS Kyler Hall, returning after missing 2004 because of injury, was smacking 
ballcarriers hard in the spring. 


9. USC Key players: SS Darnell Bing, CB Eric Wright 

Wright missed spring because of legal trouble, but wasn’t charged in a sexual 
assault case. Bing is a bundle of talent who now needs to be the leader in the 
secondary. 


10. Iowa Key players: CB Jovon Johnson, CB Antwan Allen 
Johnson has 14 interceptions, four away from the school record. Allen, also a 
senior, picked off four passes in 2004. FS Marcus Paschal is trying to get back 
from a torn ACL. 


DRIVING FOR ANOTHER title and another 


Heisman, USC has the big themes of repeat. 

For all of college football, though, the big 
theme is replay. 

The Big Ten did it so well last season that 
all its BCS pals wanted in too. So, the ACC, 
Big East and Big 12, Pac-10 and SEC will be 
trying to get calls right the second time in case 
the on-field officials blinked the first time. 

“T’m all for it,” South Carolina coach Steve 
Spurrier told Lindy’. “Anything you can do to 
get it right is good with me. I’ve always been 
in favor of it because it takes a little element 
of the human error out of it.” 

The Big Ten model of replay — and the 
formula that the other conferences will emu- 
late — isn’t the same as the one Spurrier expe- 
rienced in the NFL when he coached the 
Washington Redskins. In that version, the 
coaches can challenge twice in each half, with 
the exception of the final two minutes when 
an official in the press box decides what to 
review. 

The way it works Big Ten-style is that the 
replay advisor in the press box watches the tel- 
evision broadcast feed ... and when he sees 
something that looks debatable, he notifies 
officials on the field, who stop play for the 


review. 
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If an SEC game isn’t televised, then’a 
company must be hired to produce the 
game for pay-per-view at about $21,000 


per game so theré are replays. 


way the Big Ten did it was 
perfect, where it’s not up to the coaches, just 
that there's somebody in the box,” said 
Oklahoma's Bob Stoops. “I think that way it 
can be more efficient and timely, There’s 
somebody up there that’s already seen it. He 
can say, ‘Wait a second, let’s take a quick look 
at that. That needs to be overturned.’ ” 
Certain judgment calls — like holding, 
pass interference can't be re-opened for 
interpretation. Officials, players and coaches 
could debate those all day. 
The most frequently reviewed calls will 


involve issues with out-of-bounds, the plane 


of the goal line, fumbles and catch/no catch. 


The Big Ten was able to do it in a timely 
manner, adding only three minutes to the 
average length of conference games that used 
replay (28 of 57 games did so). That’s not a 
big deal considering that a full sitting of a tel- 
evised college football game now requires 
about 3 1/2 hours. 

Of course, with most athletic departments 
tightening their belts, there is a cost. 

In the SEC, for example, if a game isn’t 
televised, then a company must be hired to 
produce the game for pay-per-view at about 
$21,000 per game so there are replays for the 
replay official. The league doesn’t expect to 
recoup all of that expenditure from fans pur- 
chasing the game. 

“Over an entire season, you're talking 
about a significant financial commitment,” 
said Bobby Gaston, coordinator of SEC offi- 
cials. 

Is it worth it? 

The Big Ten said 21 of 43 reviewed calls 
were reversed last season. 


Let's do it. Ml 


STATE PRIDE 


Florida Atlantic and Florida International are in their second — 
and final — year of transition into Division I-A, but are eligible for 
the first time to compete for the Sun Belt championship. That 
brings the top level of college football up to 119 schools. 

Ten years ago, the state of Florida had only the “Big Three” — 
Miami, Florida and Florida State. But then Central Florida moved up 
to I-A in 1996, South Florida joined in 2001 ... and now we have 
two more from the Sunshine State to bring the total to seven, the 
same as California. 

Division I-AA Florida A&M could be next to move up. If it hap- 
pens, the state of Florida would tie Ohio with eight programs but 
still would have to scrounge up two more to reach the exalted sta- 
tus of the state of Texas. 

(This is where you stop and ask a buddy/spouse/stranger if they 
can name all 10 Division I-A Texas schools. If you're alone, no peek- 
ing, but here are the answers:) 

Baylor, Houston, North Texas, Rice, SMU, TCU, Texas, Texas A&M, 
Texas Tech and UTEP. 
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Sitting out a season after transferring from 
Colorado, Calhoun should be an “extremely 
important part of our offense,” coach Barry 
Alvarez said. Calhoun has 1,000-yard potential ata 
program that expects to have one of those guys 


every year. 


He has missed most of the past two seasons after 
suffering a knee injury in late September 2003, 
when he was leading the nation in rushing. He 
rushed for an encouraging 73 yards on 12 carries in 


the spring game. 


The mighty-mite has one season to star in Mike 
Price’s one-back offense after transferring from 
UCLA. He was a second-team All-Pac-10 selection 
in 2002. 


Ticketed for stardom when he came on late in the 
2003 season, but a preseason knee injury wiped 
out all of last season. Lumpkin returns this fall to a 
crowded backfield that includes fellow sophomores 
Thomas Brown and Danny Ware. Coach Mark 
Richt jokes — we think — about running the 


wishbone. 


He has had his moments, including 126 yards 
against Alabama in 2002, but it'll be a whole dif- 
ferent ballgame as he becomes the feature back 
with Carnell Williams and Ronnie Brown off 
being millionaires. Smith, pictured at right, 
received a medical redshirt last season after playing 


briefly in three games. 
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FIVE MUST-SEE NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 

1. Ohio State at Texas, Sept. 10 — A super non-conference, non-rivalry game — 
we don't see many of these, anymore. 

2. USC at Notre Dame, Oct. 15 — Charlie Weis won't let Irish lose by 31 points 
for fourth straight year. 

3. Boise State at Georgia, Sept. 3 — Blue-turf boys go between the hedges in 
big matchup they crave. 

4. Clemson at South Carolina, Nov. 19 — Plenty of rubbernecking following last 
season's brawl. 

5. Fresno State at USC, Nov. 19 — Trojans better beware of being flattened by 
the Bulldogs’ Mack truck. 


FIVE MUST-SEE CONFERENCE GAMES 

1. Oklahoma vs. Texas, Oct. 8 — Shootout between Vince Young and Adrian 
Peterson. 

2. Ohio State at Michigan, Nov. 19 — If it’s for this season's special Roses, it will 
be even bigger than usual. 

3. Tennessee at Florida, Sept. 17 — Urban Meyer's first true Gator test will tell 
a lot about SEC race. 

4. Miami at Florida State, Sept. 5 — A Monday Night special; first of two meet- 
ings this season in a two-division ACC? 

5. Florida at South Carolina — The most-anticipated 28-point rout of the season. 


THE CONFERENCE OF ... TIGHT ENDS? 

In the past 10 drafts, 24 quarterbacks have been selected in the first round — 
seven of which came from the Pac-10. Only one other conference had more than three, 
that being the SEC with five. 

So, the Pac-10's reputation as the Conference of Quarterbacks — enhanced by 
recent Heisman winners Carson Palmer and Matt Leinart — is richly deserved. And with 
Leinart back as a senior, the best position in the Pac-10, by far is ... tight end. 

UCLA's Marcedes Lewis is a freakish athlete, and Oregon’s Tim Day can do it all. 
Arizona State sophomore Zach Miller is the next Todd Heap and likely will lead the 
nation in catches by a tight end. USC’s Dominique Byrd, if eligible, is sure to make more 
leaping, one-handed catches for touchdowns. 

“No conference uses its tight ends like the Pac-10,” Arizona’s second-year coach 
Mike Stoops, who has a background in the Big Ten and Big 12, told Lindy’s. 

“T always perceived the Pac-10 as maybe not as smashmouth and more finesse, but 
I never gave the quarterbacks and their skills the credit they deserve. It is far and away 
the best passing conference in the country.” 


Here is a list of first-round quarterbacks by conference in the past 10 years: 
7 — Pac-10 1 — ACC 
5 — SEC \ 1 — Independent 
3 — Big East 1 — Mountain West 
3 — MAC 1 — WAC 
2 — Conference USA 
*Note: Conference affiliation at time of draft. 


WINNING 
FOOTBALL 


SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 


Knowledgeable 


We’ ve been reasonably 
successful betting 
(and beating) college 
football over the years 
and are hoping for another 
good season. If you are 
thinking about using 
a football service this year, 
please call us before you 
decide. 


You must win (53%), 

or your subscription 

fee will be refunded 
entirely! 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 


First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages) 
are ewailsbie) 


AL I 

QNnN\ 744_22 

00) 711-8 

fter 9 a.m. 

( > Ti . 
For more info 


BYU Bronco Mendenhall Gary Crowton 
After three straight losing seasons, Mendenhall will bring old-school 
discipline (and BYU's old-school uniforms) back to the program. 


East Carolina Skip Holtz John Thompson 
Holtz did some program-building when UConn was in I-AA and will need 
to remember those skills here. 


Florida Urban Meyer Ron Zook 
The hottest name to switch schools, Meyer is a 5-star coaching hire 
after three consecutive 5-loss seasons. 


Illinois Ron Zook Ron Turner 
A 180-degree turn, replacing business-like approach with wild passion. 
Can Zook recruit to Champaign? 


Indiana Terry Hoeppner Gerry DiNardo 
Ex-Miami (Ohio) coach brings spread offense; he’s a rarity who dreamed 
of coaching (football) in Bloomington. 


LSU Les Miles Nick Saban 
After Saban bolted for the NFL (shocker!), Miles moves over from Okie 
State, where he raised the bar. 


Marshall Mark Snyder Bob Pruett 
Herd alum Snyder, the former defensive coordinator at Ohio State, takes 
a crash course after being hired late in spring ball. 


Miami (Ohio) Shane Montgomery Terry Hoeppner 
Painless transition to Montgomery, the RedHawks’ offensive coordinator 
for the past four seasons. 


Mississippi Ed Orgeron David Cutcliffe 
Orgeron gets his first program after winning four national title rings 
(two at USC, two at Miami) as an assistant. 


UNLV Mike Sanford John Robinson 
Inconsistent and sloppy at times under Robinson, Rebels will toe the 
line for Utah’s spread offense guru. 


New Mexico State Hal Mumme Tony Samuel 
Mumme's tenure at Kentucky ended with three years probation for the 
school, but he wins and passes like crazy. 


Notre Dame Charlie Weis Tyrone Willingham 
Offensive mastermind of the N.E. Patriots wants Irish to get “nasty.” 
And his thick playbook will help, too. 


Ohio Frank Solich Brian Knorr 
Respected former Nebraska coach has to scrap Ohio's “flexbone” offense 
and get balance in high-scoring MAC. 


Oklahoma State Mike Gundy Les Miles 
No-brainer hire: Former OSU star offensive coordinator for four years 
installs a no-huddle one-back attack. 


Pittsburgh Dave Wannstedt Walt Harris 
Wannstedt comes home. Can he win in college? In 11 seasons coaching 
NFU’s Bears and Dolphins: 82-86. 


San Jose State Dick Tomey Fitz Hill 
Spartans exceed their reach, getting a young-at-heart veteran winner 
willing to make San Jose a destination. 


South Carolina Steve Spurrier Lou Holtz 
Spurrier ... name rings a bell from somewhere. Let's thank him in 
advance for the press conference entertainment. 


Stanford Walt Harris Buddy Teevens 
No-nonsense Harris laid down the law in spring and will run a tight ship 
... and his version of West Coast offense. 


Syracuse Greg Robinson Paul Pasqualoni 
Sweeping changes, with Robinson serving as own D-coordinator and 
modernizing the offense. 


Utah Kyle Whittingham Urban Meyer 
Elevated from D-coordinator, Whittingham’s coaching mentors include 
LaVell Edwards, Ron McBride and Meyer. 


Utah State Brent Guy Mick Dennehy 
After seven consecutive losing seasons, Aggies move up from Sun Belt 
to WAC. 


Washington Tyrone Willingham Keith Gilbertson 
Still searching for the post-Don James answer, Huskies opt for 
Willingham’s extreme professionalism. 


Western Michigan Bill Cubit Gary Darnell 
Former offensive coordinator under Darnell (but most recently at 
Stanford), Cubit has son Ryan to throw in wide-open offense. 
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GET UP TO $125 FREE!|™, 
WITH OUR STANDARD 25% BONUS UP TO $100 
AND AN EXTRA $25 UPON DEPOSIT* 


ie = 


All you need to do is win more ‘than you 
lose in the regular season. Last season, 
only one eligible team — other than 
Clemson and South Carolina, whose own 
misbehavior led school officials to 


remove them from the equation — was 


left out of the bowls. 

Yet, the greatest bowl streak in NCAA 
history is over. Nebraska’s ‘string of 35 — 
consecutive bowl — “appearances was 
zapped with a 5-6 regular season in 
coach _ inaugural season. 
That leaves only five programs working 
on double-digit streaks, with Michigan 
now leading the way with 30 postseason 
berths in a row. 


SCHOOL. STREAK 


SAHA NEA Ree ent eee eeetapeneneeesansenenenseeeeenen: 


Michigan 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Virginia Tech 
Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
Purdue 
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BLADE II SHARK FOOTBALL 


Play like a pro. A newly designed bladed outsole provides traction on 
wo multiple surfaces. This advanced cleat is designed to provide you with 

the lightweight performance needed to take you from two-a-days until 
season's end. 


HIBBETT SPORTS 


www.hibbett.com 


SCOPING 


TOP AWARDS CANDIDATES 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 


TROPHY 


Outstanding Pla 


HEISMAN 


1. Matt Leinart, QB, USC 

2. Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma 

3. Vince Young, QB, Texas 

4, Chris Leak, QB, Florida 

5. Ted Ginn Jr., WR, Ohio State 

6. Reggie Bush, RB, USC 

7. Drew Tate, QB, Iowa 

8. Gerald Riggs, RB, Tennessee 

9. Chad Henne, QB, Michigan 
10. Laurence Maroney, RB, Minnesota 
2004 winner: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 


BRONKO NAGURSKI AWARD 


Out nai Det r 


1. Ahmad Brooks, LB, Virginia 
2. Mathias Kiwanuka, DE, Boston College 
3. Ernie Sims, LB, Florida State 
4, Chad Greenway, LB, Iowa 
5. A.J. Hawk, LB, Ohio State 
6. Mario Williams, DE, N.C. State 
7. Jesse Mahelona, DT, Tennessee 
8. Jimmy Williams, CB, Virginia Tech 
9. Rod Wright, DT, Texas 
10. DeMeco Ryans, LB, Alabama 
2004 winner: Derrick Johnson, LB, Texas 


OUTLAND TROPHY 


Lal 


1. D’Brickashaw Ferguson, OT, Virginia 

2. Eric Winston, OT, Miami 

3. Marcus McNeill, OT, Auburn 

4. Jesse Mahelona, DT, Tennessee 

5. Greg Eslinger, C, Minnesota 

2004 winner: Jammal Brown, OT, Oklahoma 


CAVALIERS 


Bob Leverone/TSN/Icon SMI 
Virginia offensive tackle D’Brickashaw 
Ferguson is the leading 
candidate for the Outland Trophy. 


LOMBARDI AWARD 


1. Ahmad Brooks, LB, Virginia 

2. Mathias Kiwanuka, DE, Boston College 
3. Daryl Tapp, DE, Virginia Tech 

4. Mario Williams, DE, N.C. State 

5. Chad Greenway, LB, Iowa 

2004 winner: David Pollack, DE, Georgia 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 


Cuarrerba 


1. Matt Leinart, USC 

2. Vince Young, Texas 

3. Chris Leak, Florida 

4. Drew Tate, Iowa 

5. Chad Henne, Michigan 

2004 winner: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 


1. Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 

2. Reggie Bush, USC 

3. DeAngelo Williams, Memphis 
4. Gerald Riggs, Tennessee 

5. Laurence Maroney, Minnesota 
2004 winner: Cedric Benson, Texas 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 


1. Santonio Holmes, Ohio State 

2. Derek Hagan, Arizona State 

3. Dwayne Jarrett, USC 

4. Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 

5. Chad Jackson, Florida 

2004 winner: Braylon Edwards, Michigan 


BUTKUS AWARD 


1. Ahmad Brooks, Virginia 
2. Chad Greenway, Iowa 

3. A.J. Hawk, Ohio State 
4. Ernie Sims, Florida State 
5. DeMeco Ryans, Alabama 


2004 winner: Derrick Johnson, Texas 


THORPE AWARD 


1. Jimmy Williams, CB, Virginia Tech 

2. Charles Gordon, CB, Kansas 

3. Alan Zemaitis, CB, Penn State 

4. Jaxson Appel, S, Texas A&M 

5. Pat Watkins, S, Florida State 

2004 winner: Carlos Rogers, CB, Auburn 
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SNEAK PEEK 


Here is our annual look at the future ... 2005 college players 
with the brightest prospects in the 2006 NFL draft. This year, with 
guidance from NFLdraftscout.com, Lindy’ foresees a quarterback 
selected No. 1 for the sixth season in a row, with Matt Leinart fol- 
lowing Michael Vick, David Carr, Carson Palmer, Eli Manning and 
Alex Smith. 


NO. PLAYER POS. TEAM 

1. Matt Leinart QB USC 

2. D’Brickashaw Ferguson OT Virginia 

3. Mathias Kiwanuka DE Boston College 

4. Haloti Ngata* DT Oregon 

5. Ahmad Brooks* ILB Virginia 

6. Marcus McNeill OT Auburn 

7. Mario Williams* DE N.C. State 

8. Jonathan Scott OT Texas 

9. A.J. Hawk OLB Ohio State 
10. Reggie Bush* RB USC 
11. Will Blackmon CB/WR Boston College 
12. Gabe Watson DT Michigan 
13. Jason Allen CB Tennessee 
14. Eric Winston oT Miami (Fla.) 
15. Rodrique Wright DT Texas 
16. DeAngelo Williams RB Memphis 
17. Abdul Hodge ILB Towa 
18. Marcedes Lewis TE UCLA 
19. Jimmy Williams CB Virginia Tech 
20. Max Jean-Gilles 0G Georgia 
21. Chad Greenway OLB Iowa 


From Football to Yoga and everything in between. Books-A-Million. We wrote 
the book on low prices. Log on to www.BAMM.com to shop online or find the 


store nearest you, or call 1.800.201.3550. 


. Derek Hagan 

. Loren Howard 

. Orien Harris 

. Laurence Maroney* 
. Mike Degory 

. Gerald Riggs 

. Andrew Whitworth 
. Greg Eslinger 

. Jesse Mahelona 

. Michael Huff 

. Kelly Jennings 

. Leon Williams 


Dusty Dvoracek 


. Chijoike Onyenegecha 
. Roger McIntosh 
. Darrell Hunter 

. Jason Avant 

. Winston Justice 
. Parys Haralson 

. DeMeco Ryans 

. Terna Nande 

. Eric Henderson 

. Leon Washington 
. Tim Day 

. Greg Threat 

. Cletis Gordon 

. Reuben Houston 
. D'Qwell Jackson 


Brad Smith 


If it’s out there, 


we’ve got it for Less. 


Arizona State 
Northwestern 
Miami (Fla.) 
Minnesota 
Florida 
Tennessee 
LSU 
Minnesota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami (Fla.) 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami (Ohio) 
Michigan 
USC 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Miami (Ohio) 
Georgia Tech 
Florida State 
Oregon 
Miami (Fla.) 
Jackson State 
Georgia Tech 
Maryland 
Missoun 
*Junior 


BOOKS:A-MILLION 


shop online at booksamillion.com 
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BOWL GLANCE 


There are still 28 bowl games this season, with one newcomer and one deletion. The Silicon Valley Football Classic in San Jose did not receive a 


license from the NCAA this season, although the bowl could return for the 2006 season. Meanwhile, the Holiday Bowl added a second game — 


the Poinsettia Bowl on Dec. 22. 


New Orleans Bowl 
TBD 

New Orleans (Louisiana 
Superdome) 

Sun Belt #1 vs. CUSA 


Champs Sports Bowl 
Dec. 20 or 27 

Orlando, Fla. (Citrus Bowl) 
ACC #4/5 vs. Big 12 #7 


GMAC Bowl 

Dec. 21, 8 p.m. 

Mobile, Ala. (Ladd Peebles 
Stadium) 

CUSA #2 vs. MAC/WAC 


Las Vegas Bowl 

Dec. 22, 8 p.m. 

Las Vegas (Sam Boyd Stadium) 
MWC #1/2 vs. Pac-10 #5 


Poinsettia Bowl 

Dec. 22, 10 p.m. 

San Diego (Qualcomm Stadium) 
MWC vs. at-large 


Fort Worth Bowl 

Dec. 23, 8 p.m. 

Fort Worth, Texas (Amon G. 
Carter Stadium) 

CUSA #4 vs. Big 12 #8 


Hawaii Bowl 

Dec. 24, 8:30 p.m. 
Honolulu (Aloha Stadium) 
CUSA #3 vs. WAC 
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Motor City Bowl 
Dec. 26, 5:30 p.m. 
Detroit (Ford Field) 
MAC #1/2 vs. Big Ten #7 


Insight Bowl 

Dec. 27, TBA 

Phoenix (Bank One Ballpark) 
Pac-10 #4 vs. Big East #2/3 


MPC Computers Bowl 

Dec. 28, 4:30 p.m. 

Boise, Idaho (Bronco Stadium) 
WAC #1/2/3 vs. ACC #6 


Alamo Bowl 

Dec. 28, 8 p.m. 

San Antonio (Alamodome) 
Big 12 #4 vs. Big Ten #4 


Emerald Bowl 

Dec. 29, 4:30 p.m. 

San Francisco (SBC Park) 
MWC #2/3 vs. Pac-10 #6 


Holiday Bowl 

Dec. 29, 8 p.m. 

San Diego (Qualcomm Stadium) 
Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 


Music City Bowl 

Dec. 30, noon 

Nashville, Tenn. (The Coliseum) 
SEC #6 vs. Big Ten #6 


Sun Bowl 

Dec. 30, noon 

El Paso, Texas (Sun Bowl) 
Big Ten #5 vs. Pac-10 #3 


Independence Bowl 

Dec. 30, 3:30 p.m. 
Shreveport, La. (Independence 
Stadium) 

Big 12 #5 vs. SEC #6/7 


Peach Bowl 

Dec. 30, 2005, 7:30 p.m. 
Atlanta (Georgia Dome) 
ACC #3 vs. SEC 


Meineke Car Care Bowl 
Dec. 31, 11 a.m. 

Charlotte, N.C. (Bank of 
America Stadium) 

ACC vs. Big East 


Liberty Bowl 

Dec. 31, 1 p.m. 

Memphis, Tenn. (Liberty Bowl) 
CUSA #1 vs. TBD 


Houston Bowl 

Dec. 31, 2:30 p.m. 
Houston (Reliant Stadium) 
Big 12 #5/6 vs. SEC West 


Cotton Bowl 
Jan. 2, 11 a.m. 
Dallas (Cotton Bowl) 
Big 12 vs. SEC 


Outback Bowl 


Jan. 2, 11 a.m. 
Tampa, Fla. (Raymond James 
Stadium) 


Big Ten #3 vs. SEC East #3 


Gator Bowl 

Jan. 2, 12:30 p.m. 
Jacksonville, Fla. (Alltel 
Stadium) 

ACC #2 vs. Big East #2 


Capital One Bowl 

Jan. 2, 1 p.m. 

Orlando, Fla. (Citrus Bowl) 
Big Ten #2 vs. SEC #2 


Fiesta Bowl 

Jan. 2, 5 p.m. 

Tempe, Ariz. (Sun Devil 
Stadium) 

BCS vs. BCS 


Sugar Bowl 

Jan. 2, 8:30 p.m. 

New Orleans (Louisiana 
Superdome) 

BCS vs. BCS 


Orange Bowl 

Jan. 3, 8 p.m. 

Miami (Pro Player Stadium) 
BCS vs. BCS 


Rose Bowl 
Jan. 4, 8 p.m. 
Pasadena, Calif. (Rose Bowl) 


BCS # 1 vs. BCS #2 


All times ET. 
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Can't tell the conferences without a program ... 


including two (ACC and Conference USA) who have split into divisions. It looks like this: 


M Adds Boston College from Big 
East. 

@ Creates divisions and conference 
title game, Dec. 3 in Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Atlantic Division 

Boston College 

Clemson 

Florida State 

Maryland 

N.C. State 

Wake Forest 

Coastal Division 

Duke 

Georgia Tech 

Miami 

North Carolina 

Virginia 

Virginia Tech 


Big East 

M Loses Boston College to ACC, 
loses Temple to independence. 

®@ Adds Louisville, South Florida and 
Cincinnati from Conference USA. 
Cincinnati 

Connecticut 

Louisville 

Pittsburgh 

Rutgers 


You Want An Advantage? 


South Florida 
Syracuse 
West Virginia 


Conference USA 

M@ Loses Army to independence, and 
TCU to Mountain West. 

@ Loses Cincinnati, Louisville and 
South Florida to Big East. 

@ Adds Marshall and UCF from MAC. 
@ Adds Rice, SMU, Tulsa and UTEP 
from WAC. 

@ Splits into divisions with title 
game, Dec. 3 at site of team with 
highest conference winning percent- 
age. 


East Division 
East Carolina 
Marshall 
Memphis 
Southern Miss 
UAB 

UCF 

West Division 
Houston 

SMU 

Rice 

Tulane 

Tulsa 

UTEP 


Go \ Ar Our Picks! 


Mid-American 

M@ Loses UCF and Marshall to 
Conference USA. 

@ Moves Bowling Green from West 
to East. 

East Division 

Akron 

Bowling Green 

Buffalo 

Kent State 

Miami 

Ohio 

West Division 

Ball State 

Central Michigan 

Eastern Michigan 

Northern Illinois 

Toledo 

Western Michigan 


Mountain West 
B® Adds TCU from Conference USA. 
Air Force 

Brigham Young 
Colorado State 
New Mexico 

San Diego State 
TCU 

UNLV 

Utah 

Wyoming 


or without this handy-dandy guide. Seven leagues will look different from last season, 


un Belt 
M@ Loses Idaho, New Mexico State 
and Utah State to WAC. 
M@ Adds Florida Atlantic and Florida 
International. 
Arkansas State 
Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
Louisiana-Lafayette 
Louisiana-Monroe 
Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 
Troy 


WAC 

@ Loses Rice, SMU, Tulsa and UTEP 
to C-USA. 

@ Adds Idaho, New Mexico State and 
Utah State from Sun Belt. 

Boise State 

Fresno State 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Louisiana Tech 

Nevada 

New Mexico State 

San Jose State 

Utah State 


WwW. en com 
Our wer wg the gt week of college football so you dont haveto 


“A Popa onit 


Come join us for another exciting college football season in 2005! 
www.collegerootballacdvantage.conm 
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THE 2004 TEAM put the “awe” and “burn” back 
in Auburn’ football program. 

“T believe we did,” said the Tigers’ wide 
receiver, Ben Obomanu, a senior this fall. “We 
put Auburn football back on the national level as 
being a great football program.” 

The Tigers posted a school-record 13-Omark, 
won the SEC championship, the Nokia Sugar 
Bowl and finished ranked No. 2 in the nation. 

Auburn head coach Tommy Tuberville won 
seven Coach of the Year awards. 

All-SEC linebacker Trayis Williams, said, 
“We had great leadership from coaches and staff 
and from players to trainers to equipment man- 
agers.” 

Rallying from an 8-5 season in 2003, the 
Tigers went from underdog at the beginning of 
the season to top dog at the end. 

“They were Americas team,” he said. “How 
they went from a tough year the year before to a 
remarkable year is very seldom done in college 
football.” 

It was Auburn’s first undefeated season since 
1993 and the highest final poll ranking since the 
1957 national champion team. 

Along with Williams, eight other players were 
named All-SEC first team. Quarterback Jason 
Campbell was SEC Offensive Player of the Year 
and Sugar Bowl MVP. Carlos Rogers, Carnell 
Williams, Marcus McNeill and Junior Rosegreen 
earned All-America. 

After a 34-10 blowout of Tennessee in 
Knoxville, Travis Williams said the team began to 
think in undefeated terms. 

A defining moment came against Georgia. 
After Rosegreen tackled Georgia wide receiver 
Reggie Brown, knocking him out, Auburn play- 
ers fell to their knees in prayer while a hush set- 
tled over Jordan-Hare Stadium. 

“I don’t know how he lived,” said Auburn 
team chaplain Chette Williams, who directs the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA). 


KG EPIN G. AeA E 
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BY BILL SORRELL 


It was an electric scene in the SEC’ oldest 
rivalry — two teams brought together by prayer. 
“That kid got off the ground,” said Williams. 
“You could feel the spirit of God.” 

The spirit of God propelled the team said 
Chette Williams. In front of national TV audi- 
ences, Auburn players would praise God. 

“They praised God for the opportunity. 
They were not doing it for the camera; they were 
doing it because they have a personal relationship 
with God,” said Williams, a three-year Auburn 
letterman from 1982-84. 

Speaking before 4,000 college and high 
school coaches at a national convention in 
Louisville, Ky., Tuberville said of all the awards he 
won, the most meaningful was the FCA National 
Coach of the Year award. 

“Other people recognize youre doing things 
right on and off the field,” he said. 

‘Tuberville, 50, became a Christian 20 years 
ago. Each day begins with Bible study. He calls 
the Bible his playbook, finding answers to life 
problems, especially in Psalms. 

Watching players mature from teens to young 
adults is as important as victories. 

“We win battles every day here,” he said. 
“A lot of kids make decisions that make them 
stronger, better people and stronger Christians. 
We see a lot of lives changed.” 

Arm-in-arm Auburn players sang “Hard 
Fighting Soldiers.” They worshipped together on 
Sundays. They clung to their mission statement 
of Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own under- 
standing; in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your paths straight.” 

They studied Rick Warren’s phenomenal best 
seller, “The Purpose Driven Life” and used the 
book's first line, “It’s not about you” as a rallying 
cry for team unity. 

“All of us were together in every phase of life,” 
said Obomanu, president of FCA. “A lot of guys 


started praying and asking God for divine inter- 
vention through the season. We started winning. 
God started increasing the power, the power of 
prayer.” 

Former pastor Chette Williams, a New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary graduate, 
said, “There was a lot of team chemistry.” 

In Friday night devotionals, Williams 
reminded players that God has a plan and pur- 
pose for each life. 

One of Tuberville'’s first hires six years ago was 
Williams. He had offensive and defensive coordi- 
nators. He wanted a spiritual coordinator. 

Williams said Tuberville is the type coach 
“every chaplain would want to work for.” 

“Chette has been one of the biggest reasons 
for our success the last six years,” said Tuberville, 
a member of South College Church of Christ in 
Auburn. “This generation of young people needs 
somebody to talk with other than coaches. 

“He understands what people are going 
through. He has been able to help the guys on 
and off the field by minimizing their problems 
and leaving them stronger in their faith.” 
“Chette’s biggest accomplishment is teaching 
guys how to love each other.” 

Travis Williams’ favorite Bible verse is about 
God's love found in John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world that He sent His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish but have everlasting life.” 

He called Chette Williams the most impor- 
tant coach on the staff because of his spiritual 
leadership. 

“He's a strong man of God. He's like my dad 
away from home. He’s like part of the family.” 

Several colleges have contacted Williams 
about modeling spiritual programs that couple 
God with gridiron. 

“What greater testimony can you have when 
you leave your institution and be recognized for 
character and integrity?” said Williams. ll 


64 = Lindy's Football Annuals 


2005 


PHOTO BY TODD VAN EMST 


THREE TIMESA CHARM 
Haley Kirkland is a Un 
Alabama Crimsonette ff 


VIVA WOLFPACK! 


With a major in social work and 

a Spanish minor, Leah leads 
cheers for the N. 2 State ae 
‘S nd 


Katie, a senior educa 
and her Oklahoma fi 
be looking back over their Ss 
ders...Forget the Orange Bowl... 
Boomer Sooner again in 2005. 


TROJANS RIGHT IN TUNE 
_ Matt Leinart anc’ Company have on-the-field Sie: - 


Vi. wea re, Bley 2 , rhythm, Bit things aren't cut of tune on the t Re 
<4 vt * Sideline either. The Sang Girls are the pride ri 


OR! ie These Trgians.. are #1 in our book, too 


BRAD, BRITNEY & BRUINS 


Chelsey may enter Communications 
or Sociology. Her favorites are Brad 
Pitt, Britney Spears...and of course 
her hometown UCLA Bruins. 


A Baton Rouge native, Megan spends 
her time cheering for LSU ... and dancing 
with a local dance company. 
She has also choreographed area 
high school musicals. a 


oe 


MAYBE THE NEW AD. 


Ashley, a Jayhawk cheerleader, 
will have a Health and Sports 
Management degree and wants 
to be 2 college athletic director. 
Her favorite movie ... fittingly, 
it's “Million Dollar Baby.” 


isyundecided about her college major” 
-_,.. but not about her favorite college © 
football team ... it's fhe TENNESSEE © 
VOLUNTEERS, ALL THE WAY! ‘ ‘ 

é 


“2 
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RIDIN’ THE RANGE 


Cristen, an Oklahoma State Pom 

Squad member from Edmond, 

ae her Cowboys corral every 
opponent. 


ALL THAT GLITTERS... 


In this case...it is gold. Ragan Texas cheerleader Kristina, a junior 
(below, left) is LSU Golden Girl biology/pre-med major, loves trevel- 
captain. Brittany (below, right) will ing and exercise. She does plenty j 


seek fortune down under after the of both, cheering on the Langhorns. § 
season, studying in Australia. } 


4 | 
“ obi \ DOLUWN TO BUSINESS | 
if Pe my Fi. \ 


Nicki is a Michigan cheerleader 
x \ and sports management major j 
| - who's interested in “the business 
4’ aspects of the sports industry.” 
oe f —— § Wolverine football ... now that's 
| | 


serious business. 


Rachel, an avid fishing fan from 
Roswell (Ga.), does the end zone 
flips when Clemson scores. 

She's hoping for a very topsy-turvy 
season. Z fi 


BACK THE QUACK ATTACK 
Stephanie (below, left) and Candace (below, center) are Journalism 
majors in Eugene. Jamie (below, right) will earn her master’s in 


Elementary Education. All three will be cheering for the Ducks this 
season. 


RIGHT AT HOME 


Milly; who is majoring in 
biology and political science, 
cheers for her home state 
UCLA Bruins. The Claremont 
Native’s favorite ice cream ... 
mint chocolate chip. 


KK oe or 


Wrangler 
FIVE STAR 


Stronger Denim. More Comfortable. 


RELAXED FIT 
EN 


Wrangler 


8-784-8571 or visit www.wrangler.com. Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


For a retailer near you, call toll-free 1-88 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


ot BYU 

ARMY 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Clemson 
BALL STATE 
VIRGINIA 
WAKE FOREST 
at Virginia Tech 
at North Carolina 
N.C. STATE 

at Maryland 


TEXAS A&M 

at Maryland 
MIAMI (FU) 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
ot Wake Forest 
at N.C, Stote 
TEMPLE 

at Georgia Tech 
DUKE 

FLORIDA STATE 
at South Carolina 


at East Carolina 
VIRGINIA TECH 
VMI 

ot Virginia 

NA 

ot Miami (Fl) 
GEORGIA TECH 
FLORIDA STATE 
WAKE FOREST 
at Clemson 

at North Corolina 


MAM (Ft) 

THE eras 
at Boston College 
SYRACUSE 
WAKE FOREST 
at Virginia 

ot Duke 
MARYLAND 
N.C, STATE 

‘at Clemson 

at Florida 


at Auburn 
NORTH CAROLINA 
CONNECTICUT 
at Virginia Tech 
N.C, STATE 

ot Duke 

‘ot Miami (FL) 
CLEMSON 
WAKE FOREST 
at Virginia 
GEORGIA 


Navy (Baltimore) 
CLEMSON 
WEST VIRGINIA 
ot Woke Forest 
VIRGINIA 

at Temple 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Florida State 
at North Carolina 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
ot N.C, Stote 


at Florida State 

‘ot Clemson 
COLORADO 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
DUKE 

at Tem 

GEORGIA TECH 
NORTH CAROUNA 
at Virginia Tech 


ot Woke Forest 
VIRGINIA 


at Georgia Tech 
WISCONSIN 
at N.C. State 
UTAH 

at Louisville 
VIRGINIA 

at Miami (FL) 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
MARYLAND 
DUKE 

at Virginia Tech 


VIRGINIA TECH 

at Temple 

EASTERN KENTUCKY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Georgia Tech 
CLEMSON 

at Woke Forest 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Florida Stote 

at Boston College 
MARYLAND 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Syracuse 

ot Mond 

at a 

at Boston Coll 
FLORIDA STATI 
NORTH CAROLINA 
TEMPLE 

GEORGIA TECH 
VIRGINIA TECH 

at Miami (Fl) 


GEORGIA TECH 
at West Virginio 
MARSHALL 

at Maryland 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
MIAMI [FL) 

at Virginia 

NORTH CAROLINA 


VANDERBILT 

at Nebraska 
EAST CAROUNA 
MARYLAND 
CLEMSON 

at Florida State 
at Boston College 
N.C. STATE 

at Duke 

at Georgia Tech 
MIAMI {FL} 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Penn Siote 
WESTERN CAROLINA 
at Miami (OH) 

ot Pittsburgh 
CONNECTICUT 
LOUISVILLE 

at Syracuse 

WEST VIRGINIA 

at South Florida 

at Rutgers 


BUFFALO 
UBERTY 

ct Georgia Tech 
ot Army 
SYRACUSE 

at Cincinnati 
RUTGERS 


ot West Virginio 
ot Pittsburgh 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
LOUISVILLE 


at Kentucky 
OREGON STATE 
at South Florida 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at West Virginia 

at Cincinnati 
PITTSBURGH 
RUTGERS 
SYRACUSE 


at Connecticut 


NOTRE DAME 
at Ohio 

ct Nebraska 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
at Rutgers 
CINCINNATI 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
SYRACUSE 

at Lovisville 
CONNECTICUT 
at West Virginia 


at Illinois 


VILLANOVA 

at Buffalo 
PITTSBURGH 
WEST VIRGINIA 
cot Syracuse 

at Connecticut 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Louisville 
CINCINNATI 


of Penn State 
FLORIDA A&M 


UCF 

LOUISVILLE 

ot Miami (Fl) 

ot Pittsburgh 
WEST VIRGINIA 
ot Rulgers 

ot Syracuse 
CINCINNATI 

at Connecticut 


WEST VIRGINIA 
BUFFALO 
VIRGINIA 

at Florida State 
at Connecticut 
RUTGERS 

at Pittsburgh 
CINCINNATI 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Notre Dame 
at Louisville 


at Syracuse 
WOFFORD 

at Maryland 
EAST CAROUNA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
ot Ruigers 
LOUISVILLE 

at South Florida 
CONNECTICUT 
at Cincinnati 
PITTSBURGH 


RUTGERS 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at California 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at lowa 

at Indiana 

PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 

at Ohio State 

at Purdue 
NORTHWESTERN 


at Central Michigan 
NICHOLLS STATE 
KENTUCKY 

ot Wisconsin 
ILUNOIS 

at lowa 

OHIO STATE 

ot Michigan State 
MINNESOTA 

ot Michigan 
PURDUE 


BALL STATE 
at lowa State 


NORTHERN IOWA 
at Ohio State 
ILUNOIS 

ot Purdue 
INDIANA 
MICHIGAN 

at Northwestern 
WISCONSIN 
MINNESOTA 


NORTHERN ILUNOIS 
NOTRE DAME 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
ot Wisconsin 

ot Michigan State 
MINNESOTA 

PENN STATE 

ot lowa 

cat Northwestern 
INDIANA 


OHIO STATE 


KENT STATE 
HAWAII 

ot Notre Dame 
at Illinois 
MICHIGAN 

at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN 
INDIANA 

at Purdue 

at Minnesota 
PENN STATE 


at Tulsa 
COLORADO STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
PURDUE 

at Penn State 

at Michigan 
WISCONSIN 
OHIO STATE 

at Indiana 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at lowa 


OHIO 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Arizona State 
PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 

ot Purdue 

at Michigan State 
MICHIGAN 
lOWA 

at Ohio State 

at Illinois 


MIAMI (OH) 
TEXAS 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
|OWA 

at Penn State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Indiana 

at Minnesota 
ILUNOIS 
NORTHWESTERN 


at Michigan 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
CINCINNATI 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
ot Northwestern 
MINNESOTA 
OHIO STATE 

at Michigan 

at Illinois 
PURDUE 

at Wisconsin 

at Michigan State 


AKRON 

at Arizona 

at Minnesota 
NOTRE DAME 
\OWA 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Wisconsin 

at Penn State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
ILLINOIS 

at Indiana 


BOWLING GREEN 
TBA 

at North Carolina 
MICHIGAN 
INDIANA 

at Northwestern 
at Minnesota 
PURDUE 

at Hllinois 

at Penn Stale 
tOWA 

ot Hawaii 


at SMU 
SAMFORD 

at Army 

at Texas A&M 
at lowa State 
NEBRASKA 
at Oklchoma 
TEXAS TECH 
TEXAS 

at Missouri 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


COLORADO STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Miami (FL) 

at Oklahoma State 
TEXAS A&M 

at Texas 

KANSAS 

of Kansas State 
MISSOURI 

at lowa State 
NEBRASKA 


ILUNOIS STATE 
1OWA 

at Army 

at Nebraska 
BAYLOR 

at Missouri 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
ot Texas A&M 
KANSAS STATE 
COLORADO 

at Kansas 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
LOUISIANA TECH 

at Texas Tech 

at Kansas State 

vs. Oklahoma (Kansas City) 
at Colorado 
MISSOURI 
NEBRASKA 

at Texas 

IOWA STATE 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at Marshall 
NORTH TEXAS 
cot Oklahoma 
KANSAS 

at Texas Tech 
TEXAS A&M 
COLORADO 
al lowa State 
ot Nebraska 
MISSOURI 


ARKANSAS STATE 
NEW MEXICO 
TROY 

TEXAS 

‘ot Oklohoma Stale 
{OWA STATE 
NEBRASKA 

at Kansas 

at Colorado 
BAYLOR 

at Kansos State 


MAINE 

WAKE FOREST 
PITTSBURGH 
IOWA STATE 
TEXAS TECH 

at Baylor 

ot Missouri 
OKLAHOMA 
ot Kansas 
KANSAS STATE 
at Colorado 


TCU 

TULSA 

at UCLA 
KANSAS STATE 
vs. Texas [Dallas} 
at Kansas 
BAYLOR 

at Nebraska 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS A&M 

at TEXAS TECH 


MONTANA STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
ARKANSAS STATE 
COLORADO 
MISSOURI 

at Texos A&M 

at lowa State 


TEXAS 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


TULANE ot Miami (OH) , CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at East Corolina ‘ TOLEDO A ‘at Northern Illinois 
HOUSTON 


ot UAB : 
ot Rice é cot Connecticut 


ot Syracuse 
; RUTGERS 
at New Mexico State at Western Michigan 
HOUSTON AKRON 
BOWLING GREEN 


at Toledo WASHINGTON 
OHIO "10 SAN DIEGO STATE 


at Miomi (OH) 
at Kent Stote i oe 


EASTERN MICHIGAN ; at Colorado State 


INDIANA 

ot Miami (OH) 

at Penn Stale 

EASTERN MICHIGAN : 5 
ot Akron f at New Mexico 
ot Army 


| OHIO 3 
. 3 BOSTON COLLEGE 
at Oklahoma t at Houston 4 at Boston College f TOLEDO ; EASTERN ILLINOIS 
TEXAS TECH EAST CAROUNA . 17 BAYLOR NORTHERN ILUNOIS TCU 
ct Baylor y UAB IOWA STATE ot Western Michigan : at San Diego State 
at Tennessee Sesh ot Ball State i at New Mexico 
H . MICHIGAN ; COLORADO STATE 
LOUISIANALAFAYETTE The af eae 15 ot TCU eee Fo: Mea NEe eee 
GP ’ oe 10. LOUISIANALAFAYETTE . 29 AIR FORCE 
1 at Air Force ae ‘ t UNLV 
at Missouri ot UCLA "12 MASSACHUSETTS a cea) te 12 atWyoming 
vt Ollahoma (Dallas) 17 ot Texas ARKANSAS STATE KENTSIATE. © 19 UTAH 
ORADO . NA’ NAVY at Toledo 
TEXAS TECH : or UAB 5 ‘at Northern Illinois Colorod , 
at Oklahoma State at East Carolina i MIAMI [OH} a at Colorado 
at Baylor : TULSA MARYIAND f vs. Western Michigan (Detroit) : ot Minnesota 
KANSAS i UTEP ; STANFORD ; BALL STATE F NEVADA 
ot Texas A&M i. cS Si si a i ; ot Buffalo pees 
“19 UCE : AIR FORCE E : ot BYU 
at Houston k KENT STATE at Michigan State . WYOMING 
Peete ae ; au Boks 5; en MISSOURI ST. . a = Mexico 
BAYLOR TULANE : Note Do 24 OHIO 12. SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Colorado » at Alaboma . TEMPLE ae t ot Eastern Michigan : at UNLV 
OKLAHOMA STATE 17 McNEESE STATE ARMY ‘ at Navy 
at Kansos State 24 at Houston : NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
IOWA STATE t at East Carolina p at Western Michigan ai 
at Texas Tech i TULSA at Pittsburgh 5 BOWING GREEN erat 
at Oklahoma : UCE 10 atMichigon BUFFAIO F NEW MEXICO STATE 
TEXAS 5 ot UAB 17 MICHIGAN STATE ; at Akron serps ty 
at N.C. State i BYU 


H ; 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL pa | 3 at Ohio Stole 15 ot Wyoming 


SAM HOUSTON STATE : ‘ } CENTRAL MICHIGAN : at San Diego State 
INDIANA STATE 5 TENNESSEE “17 otKent State . 29 COLORADO STATE 
KANSAS . 3 BAYLOR 12 NAVY CINCINNATI -12 ot Uich 
at Nebraska TcU ‘ SYRACUSE : at Northern Illinois : AIR FORCE 
KANSAS STATE 4 at Texas A&M : at Stonford ; AKRON rE 
at Texas 2 TULANE : : at Eastern Michigan UCLA 
at Marshall at Temple ; ot Air Force 
: at UAB at Arizona State 3 BUFFALO : at Ohio State 
at Oklchoma State EAST CAROLINA : N.C, STATE BOWLING GREEN . 24 SAN JOSE STATE 
OKLAHOMA : at Tulsa 17 TOLEDO . 21 OHIO 
er ; ; We? Tennessee : NO! 
at Houston i ot ing Green at’ Michigon 
UTEP 3 MARYLAND ct Northyveslem 


MIAMI (Fl "17 TENNESSEE TECH 
A i t 
: cat Southern Miss ot Casson ot Akron cae State 
DUKE MISSISSIPPI STATE ines MIAMI (OH) yal ak dawall 
at Wake Forest ‘ ot SMU 12 MIAMI (OH) EASTERN MICHIGAN ; 
at West Virginia of SE LOUISIANA . at Navy 5 ot Kent Stale 
SOUTHERN MISS BALL STATE ' at Oklchoma 
RICE at Central Michigan i at SMU 
otSMU : 16 atToledo 15 UTAH 
ot Memphis WESTERN MICHIGAN 24 ot BYU 
UCF R NEW MEXICO 
at Tulsa j at Purdue ; at Wyoming 
at Marshall ot Middle Tennessee ot Northwestern ARMY 
UAB NORTHERN ILLINOIS . 10 PITTSBURGH . at Air Force 
; CENTRAL MICHIGAN a at Virginia Tech \ ‘at San Diego State 

MINNESOTA ot Buffalo . KENT STATE : COLORADO STATE 
OREGON at Oklchoma i at Miami (OH) at Bowling Green UNLV 
SAMHOUSTON STATE | 17 atNorth Texas ARMY 15 ot Cenkol Michigon 
at UTEP MEMPHIS : at Bowling Green H BALL STATE 2 
SOUTHERN MISS : HOUSTON ot Ball Stale A at Buffalo f at New Mexico 
at Tulsa : at Southern Miss OHIO . TOLEDO IDAHO 
ot Tulone 3 at Rice KENT STATE ; at Akron ot Nevado 
MEMPHIS SMU : . MIAMI (OH) at Utah State 
aicgt 5 aie 3 SAN DIEGO STATE 

peaks By Ghee 1 WESTERN ILLINOIS | 15. atAir Force 

= ‘ DAabits : WESTERN MICHIGAN ; UTAH 

: Seas Col ; at Temple BYU 

ot Tennessee = Wesern Michi at Fresno State A af TCU 
WILUAM & MARY ; ot Tr : TOLEDO igon : EASTERN MICHIGAN d COLORADO STATE 
KANSAS STATE “17 JACKSONVILE STATE : *Ohi : at Ball State , 
at UCF RICE 39. ot Nochern lino . 22. BUFFALO ARIZONA 
SMU SMU : at Northern Binots cot Central Michigan TAH STATE 
at Virginia Tech i ot Marshall AKRON hi at Ohio u bets 
UAB ot Eastern Michigan "16 NORTHERN ILLINOIS i eees 
at UTEP ; CENTRAL MICHIGAN at Bowling Green Al : 
aaiTulone fF : ; at North Carolina 

: : T ; at Colorado State 


SOUTHERN MISS : 
EAST CAROLINA "28 at Eost Carolina Pe re OLY seanaa 3 ot Virginia "15 SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Memphis , ; at Toledo : ot UNLV 


; SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 2 WYOMING. 
y ? at South Carolina . i ot Temple ; NEW MEXICO 
OLE MISS } at South Floride . puto i BUFFALO . ot BYU 
|0OG HAI AT 
eee 3 ’ z Se anlkoyha : WESTERN MICHIGAN Packer aes . 
MEMPHIS . 29 AKRON | 29 KENT STATE PURER eT 8 
at Southern Miss é ot Kent State 2 vs, Eastern Michigan (Detroit) : 


at Air Force 

at Ole Miss 

UNLV 

TCU 

NEW MEXICO 

at Colorado State 
at Utah 

BYU 

at San Diego State 


at Utah 
NORTHERN ARIZONA 
PURDUE 

at Cal 

at USC 
STANFORD 
OREGON 

at Oregon State 
UCLA 
WASHINGTON 
at Arizona State 


TEMPLE 

at LSU 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Oregon State 
USC 

OREGON 

at Stanford 
WASHINGTON 
at Washington State 
ot UCLA 
ARIZONA 


SACRAMENTO STATE 
ct Washington 
ILUNOIS 

at New Mexico State 
ARIZONA 

at UCLA 

OREGON STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Oregon 

USC 

at Stonford 


HOUSTON 
MONTANA 
FRESNO STATE 
USC 

at Stanford 

at Arizona Stole 
WASHINGTON 
ot Arizona 
CALIFORNIA 

at Washington State 
OREGON STATE 


PORTLAND STATE 
BOISE STATE 

ot Louisville 
ARIZONA STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at California 

at UCLA 
ARIZONA 

at Washington 
STANFOR 

at Oregon 


at Nar 

UC DAVIS 
OREGON 

at Washington State 
at Arizona 
ARIZONA STATE 
UCLA 

at USC 

at Or State 
CAUFORNIA 
NOTRE DAME 


at San Diego State 
RICE 

OKLAHOMA 
WASHINGTON 
CALIFORNIA 

at Washington State 
OREGON STATE 
at Stanford 

ot Arizona 
ARIZONA STATE 
at USC 


at Hawaii 

ARKANSAS 

at Oregon 

at Arizona State 
ARIZONA 

at Notre Dame 

ot Washington 
WASHINGTON STATE 
STANFORD 


at California 
UCLA 


AIR FORCE 
CAUFORNIA 
IDAHO 

NOTRE DAME 
at as 

at Oregon 

USC 

at Arizona State 
OREGON STATE 
at Arizona 
WASHINGTON STATE 


IDAHO 

at Nevada 
GRAMBLING (Seattle) 
at Oregon State 
STANFORD 

UCIA 

at California 

at USC 

ARIZONA STATE 
OREGON 


at Washington 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
SOUTHERN MISS 

at South Carolina 
ARKANSAS 
FLORIDA 

at Ole Miss 
TENNESSEE 

UTAH STATE 

at Mississippi State 
(SU 


cat Auburn 


SOUTHWEST MISSOURI ST. 
VANDERBILT 

at Southern California 
at Alabama 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
AUBURN 

at Georgia 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

at Ole Miss 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 

at LSU 


GEORGIA TECH 
MISSISSIPPI STAE 
BALL STATE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Arkansas 

at LSU 

OLE MISS 

at Kentucky 

at Georgia 
ALABAMA 


WYOMING 
LOUISIANA TECH 
TENNESSEE 

at Kentucky 

at Alabama 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at LSU 

vs. ia. Jacksonville) 
VANDERBILT 

at South Carolina 
FLORIDA STATE 


BOISE STATE 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA MONROE 
ot Mississippi Stale 

ot Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 
ARKANSAS 

¥5. Florida (Jacksonville) 
AUBURN 

KENTUCKY 

at Georgia Tech 


LOUISVILLE 
IDAHO STATE 

ot Indiona 
FLORIDA 

at South Carolina 
ct Ole Miss 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
AUBURN 

ot Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
TENNESSEE 


NORTH TEXAS 
ARIZONA STATE 


2¢ 
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TENNESSEE 

at Mississippi State 

at Vanderbilt 
FLORIDA 

AUBURN 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Aloboma 

ot Ole Miss 
ARKANSAS 


ot Memphis 
ot Vanderbilt 
WYOMING 
ot Tennessee 
THE CITADEL 
ALABAMA 
KENTUCKY 
ot Auburn 
ARKANSAS 
tSU 


ot Mississippi State 


MURRAY STATE 
ot Auburn 

ct Tulane 
GEORGIA 

isu 

at Florida 
HOUSTON 

ot Kentucky 
ALABAMA, 


VANDERBILT 
a} Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
FLORIDA 
CLEMSON 


UAB 
at Florida 


VANDERBILT 
at Kentucky 


at Wake Forest 
ot Arkansos 

OLE MISS 
RICHMOND 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
LSU 

GEORGIA 

at South Carolina 
at Florida 
KENTUCKY 

ot Tennessee 


MISSOURI 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at Oklchome Stote 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
ot Lovisione Monroe 

ct North Texas 
LOUISIANALAFAYETTE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

at Middle Tennessee 
TROY 

at Army 


at Kensas 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
ct Minnesota 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Louisville 

ot Lovisiono-Lofayette 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Arkansas State 
TROY 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Florida International 


at Kansas Stote 
ot Texas Tech 

ot Arkansas State 
FLORIDA A&M 
ot Tr 

NORTH TEXAS 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Lovisiana-Monroe 
at Lovisianolofayete 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


at Texas 


cat Eastern Michigan 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
UCF 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

at Arkansas State 

at Middle Tennessee 
TROY 

ot North Texes 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at Louisiana-Monroe 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
ot Wyoming 

ot Georgia 

ot Florida Atlantic 
ARKANSAS STATE 

at Arkansas [little Rock) 
TROY 

ot North Texas 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at Middle Tennessee 
LOUISIANALAFAYETTE 


ot Alabama 

NORTH TEXAS 
AKRON 

at Temple 

ct Vanderbilt 

at Florida Atlantic 
LOUISIANALAFAYETTE 
at Florida International 
ARKANSAS STATE 
LOUISIANA MONROE 
ct Troy 


at LSU 

at Middle Tennessee 
TULSA 

ot Konsos Stote 

TROY 

ARKANSAS STATE 

ot Florida International 
at Louisiana Tech 
LOUISIANA MONROE 
LOUISIANALAFAYETTE 
at Florida Atlantic 


CAL POLY 

UAB 

at Missouri 

at South Corolina 

ot North Texas 

FLA. INTERNATIONAL 
at Louisiana-Monroe 
at Lovisianolofoyette 
FLORIDA ATLA! 

at Arkansas State 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


at Georgia 

at Oregon State 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Howaii 
PORTLAND STATE 
Son Jose State 

at Utah State 
NEVADA 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Fresno State 
IDAHO 

at Lovisiona Tech 


WEBER STATE 

ot Oregon 

TOLEDO 

at New Mexico State 
UTAH STATE 

at Idaho 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


ot Hawaii 

SAN JOSE STATE 
BOISE STATE 

at USC 


at Nevada 
LOUISIANA TECH 


USC 

at Michigan State 
at Idaho 

BOISE STATE 

at Lovisiona Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Son Jose State 
FRESNO STATE 
at Nevada 

UTAH STATE 
WISCONSIN 
San Diego State 


ct Washington State 
ot UNLV 

ot Washington 
HAWAII 

UTAH STATE 

at Nevada 

FRESNO STATE 

ot New Mexico State 
LOUISIANA TECH 

at Boise State 


ot San Jose State 


ot Florida 

ot Kansas 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
HAWAII 

at Nevada 

NORTH TEXAS 


SAN JOSE STATE 
at Utah State 


at Fresno State 


WASHINGTON STATE 
UNLV 

at Colorado State 

at San Jose State 
IDAHO 

LOUISIANA TECH 

at Boise State 
HAWAII 

at New Mexico State 
at Uich State 
FRESNO STATE 


UTEP 

at Colorado State 
ot New Mexico 
CALIFORNIA 

at Lovisiona Tech 
FRESNO STATE 
ot Hawaii 
IDAHO 

at Boise State 
NEVADA 

at San Jose State 
UTAH STATE 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
ot lilinois 

at San Diego State 
NEVADA 

at Utah State 

at Boise Stote 
HAWAI! 

at Lovisiana Tech 

ot Fresno Stote 

at New Mexico Stole 
IDAHO 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at Uich 

UNLV 

at Idaho 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Fresno State 
BOISE STATE 

at Alabama 
LOUISIANA TECH 
ot Hawaii 
NEVADA 

at New Mexico State 


_ Peres eee ar ae. 


By Chris Wallace 
Rivals.com 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-1, TE-0, OL-3, DL-3, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-0 

As the saying goes, the rich get richer. On the heels of its second 
consecutive national championship, USC finished first in the Rivals.com 
recruiting rankings for the second consecutive year. The 17-man class 
assembled by Pete Carroll and staff includes 13 players who were rated four 
stars or better (out of five) by Rivals.com. Impressively, the Trojans landed 
six of California’s top 10 players, while also landing blue-chippers from 
Tennessee, Georgia, New Jersey and Minnesota. 

Headlining the class for USC are the nation’s top-ranked quarterback, 
Mark Sanchez, and top-ranked receiver, Patrick Turner. Sanchez could be 
the heir apparent to reigning Heisman Trophy winner Matt Leinart. The 
6-foot-4, 211-pounder passed for 2,441 yards, 24 touchdowns and just four 
interceptions as a senior. Turner, meanwhile, is a big target at 6-5, 220 
pounds, but he has great speed and the ability to make the tough catch. He 
hauled in 160 passes for nearly 2,800 yards and 37 scores in his final three 
years of high school. 

The Trojans also did well at linebacker, signing five potential impact 
players. Of the newcomers, Rey Maualuga and Luther Brown, both of whom 
are big and physical, will be tough to keep off the field. USC's staff also is 
excited about Will Herring, the nation’s No. 2 safety prospect, as well as 
defensive ends Averell Spicer and Kyle Moore. 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-1, DL-4, LB-5, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Seminoles are known for finishing strong on the recruiting trail, but 
they reached new heights this year, landing five top-100 players in a 24-hour 
period beginning on the eve of Signing Day. In all, coach Bobby Bowden 
landed 22 prospects, 16 of whom were ranked four stars or better. 

While FSU went predominantly for defense in this class, highlighting the 
late success of this class were dynamic offensive performers Fred Rouse, 
the nation’s No. 2 wide receiver, and Antone Smith, the nation’s top-ranked 
all-purpose running back. Rouse, a 6-4, 190-pound hometown product, 
averaged 20 yards per catch and had eight touchdowns as a senior. As for 
Smith, most onlookers thought he would land at Miami, but instead he'll 
bring his breakaway speed to Tallahassee. Smith rushed for more than 
2,800 yards and 44 touchdowns last season. 

Bowden also secured a tremendous group of linebackers, five in all, and 
Eugene Hayes could be a future star. While the Seminoles took just one 
offensive lineman in this class, they got a good one in mammoth tackle Matt 
Hardrick. 


QB-0, RB-1, WR-4, TE-0, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-0 

Coach Bob Stoops has been on quite a run in Norman, and things 
aren't likely to change as he continues to strike gold on the recruiting trail. 
Oklahoma’s 27-man recruiting class, which included 16 players rated four 
stars or better, represented its fourth top-10 class in as many years. 

The Sooners' focus with this class was in the trenches, and they fared 
quite well with the addition of six offensive linemen and seven defensive 
linemen. The headliner among those players is five-star defensive tackle 
DeMarcus Granger, the top player in the nation at his position and an 
unblockable force who could play this fall. 

Stoops also added quality depth at the wide receiver position with four 
solid prospects, including national top-100 players Malcolm Kelly and Eric 
Huggins, both of whom are big targets at 6-4 and 6-3, respectively. 


Oklahoma's coaches also are excited about 
the three linebackers they signed — Ryan 
Reynolds, Cutis Lofton and Lamont Robinso — and 
they believe cornerback Reggie Smith and safety Nic Harris 
could be future stars. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-1, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-4, ST-0 

The Volunteers made a great run in the weeks leading up to signing day 
and for a time looked like a contender to finish first in the Rivals.com team 
recruiting rankings. Coach Phil Fulmer signed 27 players in all, including 17 
who were rated four stars or better. 

The top player in the class and the biggest surprise was five-star 
cornerback Demetrice Morley, the nation’s No. 21 overall prospect. The 
Vols went into South Florida to steal the Miami native, who many assumed 
would sign with the hometown Hurricanes. Another coup for Tennessee was 
the late addition of top-100 athlete Montario Hardesty, who could play 
running back or safety for the Volunteers. The 6-0, 190-pounder had been 
committed to North Carolina before ultimately choosing Tennessee on 
signing day. 

Another area in which Fulmer excelled was the offensive line, which 
includes highly touted guard Chris Scott and center Josh McNeil. Another 
player to watch will be linebacker Rico McCoy, a dynamic tackler whose 
stock went through the roof late in the year. 


Tee 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, TE-1, OL-5, DL-6, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

It was a tough year on the field for the Cornhuskers, who finished 5-6, 
but more recruiting classes like this one and they'll be making a quick return 
as one of the top programs in the nation. Second-year coach Bill Callahan 
landed 30 players in this class and added depth at every position. 

The headliner is five-star running back Marlon Lucky, the nation’s 
No. 2 rated running back. Lucky rushed for better than 2,000 yards and 40 
touchdowns as a senior. 

Nebraska did a great job of addressing defensive line needs by adding 
six players, and tackle Ndamukong Suh could earn playing time this fall. 
The Cornhuskers also think they have their quarterback of the future in 
Harrison Beck, the nation’s No. 3 rated pro-style signal caller. The 6-1, 205- 
pounder passed for nearly 1,700 yards and 11 touchdowns last season. 

One player who should be a starter the minute he steps on campus is 
five-star juco cornerback Zackary Bowman, who picked off 10 passes and 
broke up 22 more in his two years of junior college ball. 


[MICHIGAN ] 
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QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-0, OL-6, DL-5, LB-1, DB-2, ATH-2, ST-1 

Talent is hardly ever an issue for the Wolverines, and their latest 
recruiting class has plenty of it. Coach Lloyd Carr signed 23 players, 11 of 
whom were rated four stars or better. Additionally, 11 of the prospects to sign 
with Michigan project to play on either the offensive or defensive line. 

The gem of the class is five-star running back Kevin Grady, a bruising 
power back who was rated as the nation’s No. 4 player at his position. He 
established a new Michigan prep record with 8,439 rushing yards in his high 
school career. Grady should have outstanding linemen to run behind in the 
future, as the Wolverines landed six offensive linemen, with Cory Zirbel, 
Justin Schifano and David Moosman the best of that group. 

One player who will be worth watching is Marques Slocum, the 
nation’s No. 37 overall prospect. The 6-4, 331-pounder could be a force at 


Michigan 
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offensive guard or defensive tackle. Two other players who are likely to 
be major contributors in their careers are athlete extraordinaire Antonio 
Bass and highly regarded receiver Mario Manningham. 


SRA Mani 


QB-0, RB-1, WR-0, TE-2, OL-4, DL-3, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-0 

Always a national player on the recruiting trail, the Hurricanes landed 
another solid class, one that's limited in quantity but high in quality. The 17- 
man group features 13 prospects who were rated four stars or better. Coach 
Larry Coker went predominantly for defense in this class, signing 11 players 
who project to play on that side of the ball. 

Of those defenders, five-star safety Kenneth Phillips, the nation’s 
No. 1 rated defensive back and No. 12 overall player, is the headliner. The 
6-2, 193-pounder, who had 16 interceptions in his prep career, combines 
great size and speed and could play right away. Miami also is excited about 
athletic linebackers Spencer Adkins and Demetri Stewart, as well as 
defensive end Courtney Harris, a pass-rushing specialist. 

While Coker didn’t sign many players on offense, he did get some good 
ones, most notably five-star offensive tackle Reggie Youngblood, a 
Houston native who was a top-10 player nationally. The Hurricanes also 
landed two outstanding tight end prospects — Dajleon Farr, a one-time LSU 
commit, and Richard Gordon. 


A | M| 3 cee 

QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-1, OL-4, DL-5, LB-1, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-1 

Coach Dennis Franchione surprised observers with the nation’s No. 13 
class a year ago, and he exceeded that performance this year. The Aggies 
signed 26 players, 10 of whom were rated four stars or higher, and addressed 
major areas of need on the both lines and in the secondary. 

The headliner for A&M's class, however, is tight end Martellus 
Bennett, the top ranked player in the country at his position and the No. 8 
overall prospect. Bennett, who also hopes to play basketball for the Aggies, 
was a one-time Miami commit and then thought to be a heavy lean to Texas 
before ultimately deciding to join his brother, Michael, in College Station. 

Franchione signed five defensive linemen, and tackle Vincent 
Williams and end Paul Freeney could be candidates to play early in their 
careers. Of the four offensive linemen signed, guard Michael Shumard, the 
nations’ No. 81 overall prospect, is the best catch. 

A&M also thinks juco wide receiver Kerry Reed can contribute right 
away, and that fullback Jorvorskie Lane will be an impact player. 


QB-2, RB-0, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-5, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-0 

The Bears were arguably the nation’s biggest surprise on the recruiting 
trail, securing a 24-man class that finished among the nation’s top 10. Coach 
Jeff Tedford, whose team is known for its high-powered offense, went mainly 
for defense with this group, landing 15 players who project to play on that 
side of the ball. 

While defense was the focus, Cal's top recruit is an offensive performer, 
five-star wide receiver DeSean Jackson. The nation’s No. 18 overall player, 
Jackson hauled in 60 passes for 1,075 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior, 
while adding a pair of scores on punt returns. In athletic signal caller Kyle 
Reed, the Bears also think they landed the quarterback who will be throwing 
to Jackson, although juco standout Joseph Ayoob should figure in the mix 
to replace All-American QB Aaron Rodgers. 

As for the defense, Cal cleaned up at the linebacker position, where 
Zack Follet and Anthony Felder could be future stars. Defensive end 
Cameron Morrah is another defender who could see early playing time. 


Got 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-1, OL-1, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-0 

No strangers to success on the recruiting trail, the Bulldogs landed 
another impressive haul. The 19-man class features 11 four-star players and 
12 prospects who are likely to play on the defensive side of the ball. 

As far as those defenders are concerned, mammoth defensive tackle 
Kade Weston, the nation’s No. 33 overall player, should be an impact 
player. Coach Mark Richt also thinks Jeff Owens can be a big-time 
performer on the defensive line, and he’s excited about linebacker Marcus 
Washington and cornerback Bryan Evans. 

While the Bulldogs didn’t sign many offensive players, they landed one 
of the nation’s best in wide receiver Mohamad Massaquoi. The nation’s 
No. 4 receiver and No. 29 player overall, he amassed a staggering 1,834 
receiving yards and 32 touchdowns as senior. The man delivering the ball to 
Massaquoi last season, quarterback Joe Cox, also signed with the Bulldogs. 

Also worth keeping an eye on will be dynamic athlete C.J. Byrd, who 
could see the field this fall as a receiver or safety. 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-2, TE-1, OL-6, DL-5, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-0 

Coach Kirk Ferentz had done a tremendous job of building the 
Hawkeyes into a national power, and that construction process should 
continue with this recruiting effort. lowa’s 23-man class filled needs at every 
position and was especially strong in the trenches, where 11 players project 
to play on the offensive or defensive line. 

The headliner of the class is one of those offensive linemen, five-star 
tackle Dan Doering, the nation’s No. 27 overall player. Fellow tackle Dace 
Richardson and guard Rafael Eubanks are also potential impact players 
on the offensive front. As for the defensive line, tackles Ryan Bain and Alex 
Kanellis are candidates for early playing time. 

The Hawkeyes also are excited about several players at the skill 
positions, including Kalvin Bailey, the nation’s top-ranked fullback, and tight 
end Anthony Moeaki, the No. 2 player in the country at his position and 
No. 52 overall prospect. lowa also might have landed its quarterback of the 
future in Jake Christensen, who passed for nearly 2,900 yards and 36 
touchdowns as a senior. 


gen 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-0, OL-2, DL-4, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-0 

What the Buckeyes’ class lacks in quantity, it more than makes up for in 
quality. Coach Jim Tressel landed 18 players, including 10 who were rated 
four stars or better and seven of the top 10 prospects in Ohio. 

Ohio State's top recruit is five-star offensive tackle Alex Boone, the No. 
20 player nationally and the top prospect in Ohio. He will be tough to keep off 
the field this fall. Also slated to play on the offensive side of the ball are four- 
Star quarterback Rob Schoenhoft and athletic receiver Andre Amos. 
Speedy running back Maurice Wells, who rushed for nearly 5,000 yards and 
49 scores in his final two high school seasons, also has great upside. 

Defensively, the Buckeyes landed a solid quartet of defensive linemen, 
led by ends Doug Worthington and Lawrence Wilson. Blue-chip 
cornerback Jamario O’Neal, from the same high school that produced OSU 
freshman sensation Ted Ginn Jr., projects as a future star in Columbus. 


QB-0, RB-0, WR-3, TE-2, OL-2, DL-4, LB-4, DB-5, ATH-0, ST-1 
The Tigers followed up their undefeated season on the field with an 
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impressive recruiting effort, landing a class that is especially strong on 
defense. Of Auburn's 21 signees, 18 of whom were rated three stars or 
better, 13 project to play on the defensive side of the ball. 

The premier recruit in the class is five-star linebacker Tray Blackmon, 
a devastating hitter who was the No. 1 outside linebacker in the country and 
No. 17 overall prospect. He had 115 tackles, eight sacks and seven forced 
fumbles as a prep senior. Another outside linebacker, Alonzo Horton, could 
also challenge for early playing time, and the coaching staff really likes 
defensive end Gabe McKenzie, who could also play tight end. 

On offense, coach Tommy Tuberville scored a pair of blue-chip wide 
receivers in Montez Billings and juco standout Prechae Rodriguez. Tight 
end Tommy Trott, the nations’ No. 8 rated player at his position, could play 
early in his career. He had 106 catches for nearly 2,100 yards and 30 
touchdowns in his final two high school seasons. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

The Hokies won the ACC championship in their first year in the league 
and followed up that effort with a solid recruiting class, a 25-man group that 
featured 20 players rated three stars or better. Tech fared especially well at 
home, landing four of the top five players in Virginia and nine of the top 13. 

Headlining the class is five-star athlete Victor Harris, who was the 
nation's No. 28 overall prospect. A 2,000-yard rusher as a prep junior and 
senior from his running back position, Harris could wind up playing corner- 
back in Blacksburg. Linebacker Deveon Simmons, running back Elan 
Lewis and defensive end Stephen Friday are also Virginia products, all of 
whom should have a chance to play early. 

Another player that the Tech coaching staff is excited about is dynamic 
quarterback Ike Whitaker, a Germantown, Md., native who accounted for 
more than 3,000 yards and 38 touchdowns as a high school senior. 


(et 45 Florida 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DL-0, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Exit Ron Zook and enter new Gators coach Urban Meyer, fresh off an 
undefeated season with Utah. Meyer had limited time to work on this Florida 
class, but he fared well in the time that he had. The Gators signed 18 
players, all but one of whom was rated three stars or better, including 
dynamic performers on both sides of the ball. 

Meyer thinks he has the heir apparent to incumbent Chris Leak in Josh 
Portis, rated as the nation’s No. 4 dual-threat quarterback. Last season, 
Portis accounted for nearly 3,100 yards and 49 touchdowns. If Portis 
eventually becomes the starter, he'll have two quality receivers to throw to in 
classmates David Nelson, a one-time Notre Dame commit, and Nyan 
Boateng, who's also a standout basketball player. 

The Gators fared extremely well in the secondary in this class, landing 
a trio of four-star defensive backs, cornerback Avery Atkins and safeties 
Dorian Monroe and Reggie Nelson. Florida also thinks it has an impact 
player in linebacker Ryan Stamper. 


ae 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-0, OL-3, DL-7, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-0, ST-0 

After three straight seasons with at least 10 wins, the Terps stumbled to 
a 5-6 mark in 2004. Fortunately for coach Ralph Friedgen, the sub-par 
season did not translate into disappointment on the recruiting trail. Mary- 
land's 24-man class included 20 players who rated three stars or better, as 
well as seven of the top 10 in-state prospects. 

Headlining the group is five-star defensive end Melvin Alaeze, the 
nation’s No. 4 overall player. The 6-2, 277-pounder combines great 
quickness and power and will be tough to keep on the sideline this fall. He 


had 110 tackles, including an astounding 30.5 for losses, and 18.5 
sacks as a senior. The Terps coaching staff also thinks safety Jeff Allen 
and cornerback Anthony Wiseman have a chance to contribute early in 
their careers. 

Maryland is in need of playmakers at receiver and four-star wideout 
Darrius Heyward-Bey has the speed to be a big-time deep threat. Mean- 
while, running back Morgan Green could see playing time this fall backing 
up Josh Allen, and mammoth offensive tackle Jared Gaither has unlimited 


potential. 
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QB-0, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-4, ST-0 

To land a recruiting class rated this high was quite an accomplishment 
for Tigers coach Tommy Bowden, who fired his offensive and defensive 
coordinators after a disappointing 6-5 season. Clemson landed 25 players, 
including four of the top eight players in South Carolina. 

The Tigers set out to upgrade their depth on the offensive and defensive 
lines and accomplished those goals by signing 10 prospects who will play at 
those positions. Three players who originally signed with Clemson in 2004 
could all see the field next year, including tackle Cory Lambert, who was the 
top recruit on the offensive line, while ends Phillip Merling and Jacquez 
McKissic could challenge for playing time on the defensive line this fall. 

Clemson's top recruit is four-star running back James Davis, who 
rushed for nearly 2,400 yards and 28 scores as a senior. The Tigers also 
landed two standout linebackers in Antonio Clay and Josh Miller. Clay at 
one time or another was committed to Oklahoma, Florida State and Miami 
before signing with the Tigers. Rendrick Taylor, who could play safety, 
linebacker or receiver, should be an impact player before his career ends. 


QB-3, RB-3, WR-1, TE-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-0 

No one went for more quantity than the Crimson Tide, which signed 32 
players in this class. But coach Mike Shula landed plenty of quality with this 
group as well, especially at running back and in the trenches, where 13 
prospects are expected to play. 

Running backs Roy Upchurch and Mike Ford, both out of Florida, are 
the headliners of Alabama’s class. Both players have academic work to 
shore up before qualifying for eligibility, but either could play a significant role 
this fall if available. Ford led all Florida high school rushers with 2,837 yards 
and 37 touchdowns last season, while Upchurch piled up 2,548 yards and 
27 scores. 

Safety Chris Keys is a player who could see the field this fall, as is 
defensive end Brandon Fanney. Another defensive end, Antonio Forbes, 
could emerge as the class sleeper, and it wouldn't be a surprise to see 
athlete Travis McCall play several positions this fall. Tackle Michael 
Johnson heads up a solid group of offensive linemen. 


By Virvinia 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-6, LB-1, DB-2, ATH-2, ST-0 

Coach Al Groh put together his best class since finishing 12th in the 
Rivals.com team recruiting rankings in 2002. The Cavaliers filled most of the 
needs they had, with the exception of linebacker, where they suffered two 
late de-commitments. 

UVa's top recruit is five-star offensive tackle Eugene Monroe, the 
nation’s top offensive lineman and No. 3 overall prospect. The 6-6, 319- 
pounder is likely to play this fall. The Cavaliers also are excited about two 
players who prepped at Hargrave Military Academy in Virginia last season, 
linebacker Olu Hall and offensive tackle Brandon Albert. 

One player Virginia fans can’t wait to see in action is Vic Hall, a 
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diminutive but dynamic athlete who accounted for more than 5,000 yards 

and 60 touchdowns from his quarterback position during his senior season. 
Other players who figure to have a shot at early playing time include versatile 
running back Mikell Simpson, who has sub-4.4 speed and great hands, and 
cornerback Mike Brown, who also could see action on special teams as 

a kick returner. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-0, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-0 

This Longhorns’ class will be remembered for misses on highly 
regarded quarterback Ryan Perrilloux and tight end Martellus Bennett. But 
this group, while small with just 14 players, has some outstanding prospects. 

Headlining coach Mack Brown's class is defensive tackle Roy Miller, 
the nation’s No. 34 overall player. The 6-2, 302-pounder has a lethal 
combination of power and quickness and could play this fall. Also projected 
to help early in their careers on the defensive side of the ball are defensive 
end Aaron Lewis and linebacker Chris Brown. 

Two of the most exciting prospects in this class are Henry Melton and 
Quan Cosby. Melton was athletic enough at 6-3 and 275 pounds to play 
some running back in high school, while Cosby has been playing minor 
league baseball for the past four years. He originally signed with Texas in 
2001 and could provide quarterback Vince Young with a much needed deep 
threat. The Longhorns also landed a solid tandem of running backs in 
Jamaal Charles and Jerrell Wilkerson, and tight end Jermichael Finley 
could be a special player. 


21 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-7, DL-5, LB-1, DB-4, ATH-0, ST-0 

In his first full year on the recruiting trail with the Wildcats, second-year 
coach Mike Stoops delivered a solid recruiting class, a 24-man group that 
features 21 players rated three stars or higher and four of the top 10 in-state 
prospects. Twelve of those recruits are slated to play on the offensive or 
defensive lines. 

Of the linemen, defensive end Adrian McCovy is the most likely to play 
this fall on defense, while tackle Eben Britton could see time on the 
offensive front as a true freshman. The Wildcats also signed five quality juco 
players. Of that group, defensive tackle Rickey Parker, wide receiver B.J. 
Vickers and safety Michael Johnson could emerge as impact players right 
away. 
Stoops also thinks he has a couple of future stars on offense in running 
back Terry Longbons and quarterback Willie Tuitama. Longbons had his 
senior season derailed by a midseason injury, but he rushed for more than 
2,000 yards and 28 scores as a junior. Tuitama, meanwhile, passed for more 
than 2,700 yards and 32 touchdowns as a prep senior. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-1, DL-3, LB-1, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-0 

Nick Saban’s decision to take over as head coach of the Miami 
Dolphins led to the hiring of Les Miles, who signed a small but talented 
recruiting class for the Tigers. The group only includes 13 players, but eight 
were rated four stars or better. 

The top player signed by Miles was five-star quarterback Ryan 
Perrilloux, rated as the nation’s No. 1 dual-threat signal caller and No. 16 
overall prospect. A long-time Texas commit before a late change of heart, 
Perrilloux passed for 3,546 yards and rushed for 1,460 as a high school 
senior, while accounting for an amazing 67 touchdowns. Don't be surprised 
in the future to see Perrilloux throwing to receiver Brandon LaFell, who 
could be a major sleeper in this class. 


The Tigers also did a great job of adding a handful of players who 
should provide contributions on defense early in their careers. Defensive 
ends Al Jones and Ricky Jean-Francois, safety Chris Hawkins and 
linebacker Derry Beckwith will all be worth monitoring. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, TE-2, OL-0, DL-4, LB-3, DB-7, ATH-3, ST-1 

Gamecocks fans are buzzing about the arrival of Steve Spurrier as 
head coach, and the Ol’ Ball Coach did some solid work on the recruiting 
trail in limited time. South Carolina landed 28 players, including a handful of 
important pickups late in the process. 

Headlining the class are four-star receivers Carlos Thomas and 
0.J. Murdock, both of whom were rated among the top 100 players in the 
country. Thomas, a 5-11, 165-pounder who at one time was committed to 
Georgia Tech, accounted for more than 1,000 yards rushing and receiving 
and nine touchdowns as a senior. Murdock, a 6-0, 178-pound speedster from 
Florida, had 57 catches for 927 yards and 11 scores last year. 

Another player who will be catching passes in Columbia is tight end 
Jonathan Hannah, the nation’s No. 99 overall prospect. He originally 
committed to Virginia Tech before changing his mind on signing day. On 
defense, safety Mike West could be a starter this fall, and Brandyn Young 
has a chance to see significant action at corner. Linebacker Marvin Sapp is 
a cousin of NFL standout Warren Sapp. 


Lian 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-4, DL-2, LB-4, DB-6, ATH-3, ST-0 

The Razorbacks’ 24-man class filled most of the key needs for the 
program and should help coach Houston Nutt’s team get back on track after a 
disappointing 5-6 season. Arkansas fared especially well on the defensive side, 
landing several key performers who could contribute right away. 

The top recruit for the Razorbacks is athlete Darren McFadden, the 
nation’s No. 23 overall prospect. McFadden is gifted enough to play a 
number of positions but likely to get his first look at tailback. He rushed for 
nearly 2,000 yards and 27 touchdowns on just 184 carries as a prep senior. 
Another athlete, Felix Jones, fits the same mold as McFadden and will be 
a candidate to play early, and receiver Rod Coleman is a dynamic 
athlete and track star who will be worth monitoring. 

Defensively, Arkansas is excited about end Marcus Shavers and 
safety Kevin Thornton, both of whom could see action as true freshmen. 
Thornton had 23 career interceptions in his high school career. 


ATE] Oo Penn State 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-2, TE-3, OL-2, DL-1, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-3, ST-1 

Coach Joe Paterno has taken plenty of criticism as the Nittany Lions 
have struggled on the field the past couple of years. But the coaching 
legend, set for his 39th season at the school, delivered a strong recruiting 
effort that includes the nation’s top-rated player, Derrick Williams. 

An explosive athlete who will get his first look at wide receiver, Williams 
surprised observers by passing on offers from the likes of Florida State, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Tennessee and Florida to sign with Penn State. The 6-0, 
189-pounder, who has 4.3 speed and accounted for more than 3,000 yards 
as a high school senior, enrolled in January to participate in spring drills and 
could see significant action this fall in Happy Valley. 

But Williams wasn't the only huge pickup for Paterno, who also landed 
Justin King, the nation’s top cornerback and No. 19 overall prospect. The 
Nittany Lions are also excited about physical linebacker Jerome Hayes, as 
well as all-purpose running back Lydell Sargeant. Another player to keep an 
eye on is offensive tackle Dennis Landolt, who has great upside. 
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INCOMING 
FRESHMEN 


Rating 


7. Mark Sanchez 
. Ryan Perrilloux 
Jonathan Crompton 
Jake Christensen 
. Jonathan Stewart 
. Marlon Lucky 
Jason Gwaltney 
Kevin Grady 
Antone Smith 
. Toney Baker 
42. James Davis 
7. Jamaal Charles 
. LaMarcus Coker 
. Roy Upchurch 
. Rashard Mendenhall 
7. Kalvin Bailey 


. Patrick Turner 
. Fred Rouse 
. DeSean Jackson 
. Mohamed Massaquoi 
. Mario Manningham 
. Malcolm Kelly 
. Selwyn Lymon 
77. Eric Huggins 
. Carlos Thomas 
. 0.0. Murdock 


. Martellus Bennett 
Anthony Moeaki 
Dajleon Farr 

. Jonathan Hannah 


. Eugene Monroe 
. Reginald Youngblood 
. Alex Boone 
. Dan Doering 
Marques Slocum 
Matt Hardrick 
44. Aleksey Lanis 
48. Michael Oher 
. Chris Scott 
. Dace Richardson 
. Curtis Crouch 


5-10, 224 
6-0, 202 
6-0, 234 
5-10, 230 
5-8, 181 
5-10, 218 
6-0, 207 
6-1, 185 
5-10, 184 
6-0, 195 
6-0, 190 
5-11, 245 


6-6, 319 
6-5, 280 
6-8, 296 
6-6, 300 
6-4, 331 
6-5, 338 
6-5, 313 
6-5, 330 
6-5, 300 
6-6, 300 
6-6, 322 


Hometown 


Mission Viejo (Calif.) 
Reserve (La.) 
Waynesville (N.C.) 
Lockport (Ill.) 


oti 


Lacey (Wash.) 


North Hollywood (Calif.) 


Long Island (N.Y.) 

East Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
Pahokee (Fla.) 
Jamestown (N.C.) 
Atlanta (Ga.) Douglass 
Port Arthur (Texas) 
Antioch (Tenn.) 
Tallahassee (Fla.) 
Skokie (Ill.) 

Seffner (Fla.) 


Nashville (Tenn.) 
Tallahassee (Fla.) 
Long Beach (Calif.) 
Charlotte (N.C.) 
Warren (Ohio) 
Longview (Texas) 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) 
Conway (S.C.) 
College Park (Ga.) 
Tampa (Fla.) 


Alief (Texas) 
Wheaton (Ill.) 
Galena (Texas) 
Hope Mills (N.C.) 


Plainfield (N.J.) 
Houston (Texas) 
Lakewood (Ohio) St. 
Barrington (Ill.) 
Philadelphia (Pa.) 
Orlando (Fla.) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) 
Memphis (Tenn.) 
Lovejoy (Ga.) 
Wheaton (Ill.) 
Fayetteville (N.C.) 


School 


East St. John 
Tuscola 


North Babylon 


Ragsdale 
Memorial 


Godby 
Niles West 
Armwood 


Goodpasture 
Lincoln 

Poly 
Independence 
Harding 


Harding 


Banneker 
Middleton 


Taylor 
Wheaton South 
North Shore 
South View 


Plainfield 
Washington 
Edwards 


West Catholic 
Edgewater 
Crenshaw 
Briarcrest Christ. 


Wheaton South 
E.E. Smith 


College 


Southern Cal 
LSU 
Tennessee 
lowa 


Oregon 
Nebraska 
West Virginia 
Michigan 
Florida State 
N.C. State 
Clemson 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Illinois 

lowa 


Southern Cal 
Florida State 
California 
Georgia 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 
Purdue 
Oklahoma 
So. Carolina 
So. Carolina 


Texas A&M 
lowa 

Miami 

So. Carolina 


Virginia 
Miami 

Ohio State 
lowa 
Michigan St. 
Florida State 
UCLA 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
lowa 

N.C. State 


. Josh McNeil 
. Michael Shumard 
. Cory Zirbel 


. Melvin Alaeze 
40. Kyle Moore 
. Averell Spicer 
. Ricky Jean-Francois 
. Al Jones 
. Justin Mincey 
. Everette Brown 
. Doug Worthington 
. Courtney Harris 
. Paul Freeney 


er 


DeMarcus Granger 

. Callahan Bright 
Jerrell Powe 

. Kade Weston 

. Roy Miller 
Ndamukong Suh 
Ekom Udofia 

. Terrance Taylor 

. James McKinney 


5. Rey Maualuga 
17. Tray Blackmon 
Ryan Reynolds 
. Derek Nicholson 
Luther Brown 
. Eugene Hayes 
Rico McCoy 
Brian Cushing 
Travis Beckum 
. Curtis Lofton 
Phillip Dillard 
. Anthony Felder 
. Spencer Adkins 
Deveon Simmons 


were T 
. Kenny Phillips 
, Justin King 
. Demetrice Morley 
. Jamario O'Neal 
. Derek Peques 
. Will Harris 
. Reggie Smith 
Jamie Robinson 
Kevin Thomas 
74. Keenan Clayton 
. Bryan Evans 
Avery Atkins 
. Chris Keys 
. Nic Harris 


Derrick Williams 

. Darren McFadden 
Victor Harris 

. Leon Jackson 

. Antonio Bass 

. Cu. Byrd 

. Henry Melton 

. Aaron Ware 

100. Montario Hardesty 


6-4, 290 
6-5, 290 
6-7, 301 


Collins (Miss.) 
Killeen (Texas) 
Murray (Ky.) 


6-2, 277 
6-6, 247 
6-2, 260 
6-3, 241 
6-2, 236 
6-5, 240 
6-4, 238 
6-7, 256 
6-4, 230 
6-3, 229 


Randallstown (Md.) 
Warner Robins (Ga.) 
Rancho Cucamonga (Calif.) 
Miami (Fla.) 

New Orleans (La.) 
Folkston (Ga.) 

Wilson (N.C.) 

Athol Springs (N.Y.) 
Jupiter (Fla.) 

Aldine (Texas) Eisenhower 


6-3 Dallas (Texas) 
Bryn Mawr (Pa.) 
Waynesboro (Miss.) 
Red Bank (N.J.) 
Killeen (Texas) 
Portland (Ore.) 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) 
Muskegon (Mich.) 
Louisville (Ky.) 


Eureka (Calif.) 
LaGrange (Ga.) 
Las Vegas (Nev.) 
Winston-Salem (N.C.) 
Lakewood (Calif.) 
Greenville (Fla.) 
Washington (D.C.) 
Oradell (N.J.) 

Owl Creek (Wis.) 
Kingfisher (Okla.) 
Jenks (Okla.) 
Seattle (Wash.} 
Naples (Fla.) 


6-0, 221 Virginia Beach (Va.) 


6-2, 195 
6-0, 183 


Miami (Fla.) 
Pittsburgh (Pa.) 
6-0,176 Miami (Fla.) 

6-1, 190 Cleveland (Ohio) 
5-10, 183 Batesville (Miss.) 
6-3,195 Covina (Calif.) 

6-1, 190 Edmond (Okla.) 
6-2, 185 Rock Hill (S.C.) 

6-0, 166 Oxnard (Calif.) 

6-2, 205  Sulpher Springs (Texas) 
6-0,175 Jacksonville (Fla.) 
5-11, 182 Daytona Beach (Fla.) 
6-2,210 Stevenson (Ala.) 
6-2,208 Alexandria (La.) 


6-0, 189 
6-0, 198 
6-0, 185 
6-3, 200 
6-1, 194 
6-3, 185 
6-3, 275 
6-0, 180 
6-0, 190 


Greenbelt, (Md.) 

Little Rock (Ark.) 
Highland Springs (Va.) 
Pasco (Wash.) 
Jackson (Mich.) 

North Augusta (S.C.) 
Grapevine (Texas) 
Westlake Village (Calif.) 
New Bern (N.C.) 


Harker Heights 


Houston County 


Carol City 

St. Augustine 
Charlton County 
Beddingfield 

St. Francis 


Kimball 
Harriton 
Wayne County 


Shoemaker 
Grant 
Chaparral 


Central 


Bishop Gorman 
Mt. Tabor 


Madison County 
St. John’s College 
Bergen Catholic 


O'Dea 


Landstown 


Carol City 
Gateway 
Killian 
Glenville 
South Panola 
Charter Oak 
Santa Fe 
Northwestern 
Rio Mesa 


Ed White 
Mainland 
North Jackson 
Eisenhower 


Eleanor Roosevelt 
Pulaski Oak Grove 


Oaks Christian 


Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Michigan 


Maryland 
Southern Cal 
Southern Cal 
LSU 

LSU 

Florida State 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Miami 

Texas A&M 


Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Mississippi 
Georgia 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Stanford 
Michigan 
Michigan 


Southern Cal 
Auburn 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Southern Cal 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Southern Cal 
Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
California 
Miami 
Virginia Tech 


Miami 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
Mississippi St. 
Southern Cal 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Southern Cal 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 
Florida 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 


Penn State 
Arkansas 
Virginia Tech 
Nebraska 
Michigan 
Georgia 
Texas 

UCLA 
Tennessee 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS 


Austen Arnaud 
Neil Caudle 

Pat Devlin 

Josh Freeman 
Sherrod Harris 
Demetrius Jones 
Mitch Mustain 
Jeremy Ricker 
Matthew Stafford 
Tim Tebow 


Josh Adams 
James Aldridge 
Cordera Eason 
C.J. Gable 
Javarris James 
Stafon Johnson 
LaSean McCoy 
Chane Moline 
Knowshon Moreno 
Richard Murphy 
Demarco Murray 
Evan Royster 
Jaious Singleton 
C.J. Spiller 

Chris Wells 


va 


Andrey Baskin 
Chris Bell 
Ricky Dixon 
Keven Hagans 
Percy Harvin 
Jamere Holland 
Damon McDaniel 
Chris Slaughter 
Jared White 
Justin Williams 
Tony Wilson 
Terrell Zachary 


Jermaine Gresham 
Konrad Reuland 


Justin Boren 
Aaron Brown 


5-11, 177 
6-1, 215 
6-0, 235 
6-1, 190 
6-1, 205 
6-0, 189 
5-10, 193 
6-1, 230 
5-11, 205 
6-2, 195 
6-0, 185 
6-0, 190 
5-9, 195 
5-11, 185 
6-1, 228 
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Ames (lowa) 

Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park 

Exton (Pa.) Downington East 
Grandview (Mo.) 

Arlington (Texas) Bowie 

Chicago (IlI.) Morgan Park 
Springdale (Ark.) 

Harrisburg (Pa.) Bishop McDevitt 
Dallas (Texas) Highland Park 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Nease 


Cary (N.C.) 

Merrillville (Ind.) 

Meridian (Miss.) 

Sylmar (Calif.) 

mmokalee (Fla.) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Dorsey 
Harrisburg (Pa.) Bishop McDevitt 
Mission Viejo (Calif.) 

Middletown South (N.J.) 

Rayville (La.) 

Las Vegas (Nev.) Bishop Gorman 
Centreville (Va.) Westfield 

East St. Louis (Ill.) East St. Louis Senior 
Lake Butler (Fla.) Union County 
Akron (Ohio) Garfield 
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Camden (N.J.) Woodrow Wilson 
Norfolk (Va.) Granby 

Reserve (La.) East St. John 
Franklin (Wis.) 

Virginia Beach (Va.) Landstown 
Los Angeles (Calif.) Taft 
Virginia Beach (Va.) Landstown 
Fort Valley (Ga.) Peach County 
Mobile (Ala.) Williamson 
Folkston (Ga.) Charlton County 
Daytona Beach (Fla.) Mainland 
Wadley (Ala.) 


Ardmore (Okla.) 
Mission Viejo (Calif.) 


Pickerington (Ohio) North 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Princeton 


Jake Bscherer 
Charles Deas 
Clifton Geathers 
Jovan Hayes 

Carl Johnson 
D.J. Jones 
Antonio Logan-El 
Jacques McClendon 
John Romero 
Stephen Schilling 
Andre Smith 
Connor Smith 
lan Symonette 
J.B. Walton 
Walter Watts 
Sam Young 


Jamie Cumbie 
Jonathan Hollins 
Eddie Jones 
Robert Rose 
Ricky Sapp 
Brandon Spikes 
Milton Talbert 
Marcus Tillman 
Jermaine Williams 
Brandon Wood 


Adrian Clayborn 
Corey Hobbs 
Jason Kates 
Daniel Mafoe 
Gerald McCoy 
Reggie Odom 
L.T. Walker 

Chaz Washington 
Al Woods 


Marcus Ball 
Navorro Bowman 
Brandon Graham 
Akeem Hebron 
Micah Johnson 
Sergio Kindle 
Jarrell Miller 
Marcus Sims 


Deon Beasley 
Perrish Cox 

Jai Eugene 
Darian Hagan Jr. 
Jamar Hornsby 
John Maddox 
Bryon Maxwell 
Taylor Mays 
DeAndre McDaniel 
Prince Miller 
Myron Rolle 
Phillip Strozier 
A.J. Wallace 


Brandon Heath 
Orie Lemon 
Raymond Small 


5-10, 160 
, 185 
, 180 
, 190 
4, 195 
4,170 
“1, 185 
. 210 
. 180 
, 185 
, 204 
0, 185 
1, 195 


Sturgeon Bay (Wis.) 

Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard 
Carvers Bay (S.C.) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Dorsey 
Durham (N.C.) Southern 

Omaha (Neb.) Central 

Forestville (Md.) 

Chattanooga (Tenn.) Baylor 
Tucson (Ariz.) Salpointe Catholic 
Bellevue (Wash.) 

Birmingham (Ala.) Huffman 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Colerain 
Houston (Texas) St. Pius 

Indian Head (Md.) Lackey 

Los Banos (Calif.) 

Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas 


Morris (IIl.) 

Baton Rouge (La.) Redemptorist 
Kilgore (Texas) 

Cleveland (Ohio) Glenville 
Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Shelby (N.C.) Crest Senior 
Hattiesburg (Miss.) 

Meadville (Miss.) Franklin County 
Phoenix (Ariz.) Maryvale 
Buchanan (Ga.) Haralson County 


Webster Groves (Mo.) 

Oviedo (Fla.) 

Harrisburg (Pa.) Bishop McDevitt 
Carson (Calif.) 

Oklahoma City (Okla.) Southeast 
Deland (Fla.) 

Wynne (Ark.) 

Destrehan (La.) 

Elton (La.) 


Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson 
Suitland (Md.} 

Detroit (Mich.) Crockett 

Gaithersburg (Md.) Good Counsel 

Fort Campbell (Ky.) 

Dallas (Texas) Woodrow Wilson 
Highland Springs (Va.) 

Tallahassee (Fla.) North Florida Christian 


Orange (Texas) West Orange Stark 
Waco (Texas) University 
Destrehan (La.) 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Crenshaw 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Sandalwood 
Philadelphia (Pa.) West Catholic 
North Charleston (S.C.) Fort Dorchester 
Seattle (Wash.) O'Dea 

Tallahassee (Fla.) Godby 

Duncan (S.C.) James F. Byrnes 
Princeton (N.J.) The Hun School 
Kansas City (Mo.) Rockhurst 
Pomfret (Md.) McDonough 


Palm Beach Lakes (Fla.) 
Houston (Texas) Yates 
Cleveland (Ohio) Glenville 


Bits Teed 
PELLET That 


By J.C. Shurburtt 
Rivals.com 


Michigan 


Running back Kevin Grady, a five-star rated prospect by 
Rivals.com, headlines an outstanding class for Lloyd Carr and the 
Wolverines. 

Grady could end up being the next great Michigan running back. 
He enrolled at the university in time for Rose Bowl practice and will 
have spring practice under his belt by the time fall camp begins in 
August. 

Michigan continued to dominate in-state recruiting, sweeping the 
top three prospects, including Grady from Grand Rapids, athlete 
Antonio Bass from Jackson and defensive lineman Terrance Taylor 
from Muskegon. 

Though the in-state crop is long on talent, Carr and staff did 
a great job going out of state to land several elite prospects. 

Philadelphia offensive lineman Marques Slocum (6-4, 331) 
was rated rated the No. 1 offensive guard prospect in the nation by 
Rivals.com. 

The Wolverines did lots of damage in Kentucky, where they 
swept the top two prospects from the Bluegrass State, nabbing 
Louisville defensive lineman James McKinney and offensive lineman 
Cory Zirbel from Murray. McKinney (6-2, 277) and Zirbel (6-7, 301) 
both were ranked among the top 100 prospects in the country by 
Rivals.com, rating 98th and 83rd, respectively. 

A pair of Ohio standouts, wide receiver Mario Manningham from 
Warren and defensive back Brandon Harrison from Dayton, are 
expected to develop into big time prospects for Michigan. Manningham 
is an all-state player and is one of the top five receiver prospects in 
the country, according to Rivals.com. 

In addition to raiding Ohio, Pennsylvania and Kentucky for top 
prospects, the Wolverines signed top 20 prospects from New York, 
Illinois and Camoria: 

Headliner: Without question, Grady is the gem of this talented 
class. Grady broke the Michigan state record with 8,349 rushing 
yards. At 5-10, 230 pounds, Grady is a blend of size, speed and 
power that could see the field early after enrolling in school in 
December of 2004. 

Sleeper: Running back Mister Simpson from Cincinnati 
Colerain High School. Simpson's team finished 15-0, was nationally 
ranked and won a state championship. He has high character and the 
athletic ability to play other positions if need be. 

Bottom line: An outstanding class by Carr and company. 
The Wolverines helped themselves on both lines of scrimmage and 
have an abundance of speed and athletic talent to go with it. 


The Hawkeyes rode the momentum of their shocking win over 
LSU in the Capital One Bowl to a great class, which includes four of 
the top five prospects in-state, a bevy of talent from neighboring 
Illinois and Kalvin Bailey, the top-ranked fullback prospect in the 


| dustin King 
. Alex Boone 
Kevin Grady 
Dan Doering 6-6/300 
& Mario Manningham 6/74 


10. Anthony Moeaki 


| 12. Travis Beckum 
13. Selwyn Lymon 


| 15. Cory Zirbel 


19. Kalvin Baley 


nation. 
Florida’s Bailey, at 5t-11, 245 pounds, was a nice get for 
the Hawkeyes, who beat in-state power Florida State for his services. 

Indeed the Land of Lincoln was fertile recruiting ground for lowa. 
The Hawkeyes landed four of the state’s top five prospects. 

The Hawkeyes landed five-star prospect Dan Doering (6-6, 300) 
from Barrington and a pair of Wheaton teammates in tight end 
Anthony Moeaki (the second-ranked tight end prospect in the 
country, according to Rivals.com) and offensive lineman Dace 
Richardson (6-6, 300). Defensive lineman Ryan Bain from Boling- 
brook is the No. 19 defensive tackle prospect in the country. Lockport 
quarterback Jake Christensen, the nation’s second-ranked pro-style 
prospect according to Rivals.com and offensive lineman Kyle 
Calloway from Belleville round out the Illinois prospects. 

Linebacker B.J. Travers, defensive back Trey Soss and wide 
receiver Marcus Wilson all were top 20 prospects in the state of 
Ohio. Travers rolled up more than 400 tackles during his career and 
was an all-state selection during his senior season. 

lowa also was able to dip into Texas and pull out running back 
Corey Robertson (6-1, 205) and into New Jersey to ink wide receiver 


HtWt. 
6-0/189 
60/183 
"6-81296 
5-10 230 


Pos. Hometown/School 

ATH Greenbelt, Md/Eleanor Roosevelt 
Pittsburgh, Pa/Gateway Penn State 
Lakewood, Ohio/St.Edwards Ohio State 
East Grand Rapids, Mich/East Grand Rapids Michigan 


Player 
. Derrick Williams 


College 
Penn State 


Barrington, IlBarington lowa 
Ohio State 
Michigan 


6-1/190 
6-4/331 


Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 
Philadelphia, Pa./West Catholic 
Warren, OhiolHarding 
Jackson, Mich Jackson 
Wheaton, Il/South Wheaton lowa 
Wheaton, Il/South Wheaton lowa 

Oak Creek, Wisc/Oak Creek Wisconsin 
Fort Wayne, Ind. JHarding 
“Athol Sp Springs, N.Y/St. Francis 
Murray, KyJ/Murray 


. Jamario O'Neal 

‘ Marques Slooum 

Michigan 

‘9. Antonio Bass 61/194 Michigan 

~ 6-4)250 

11. Dace Richardson 6-6'300 
65/220 
°6-4/190 
6-71256 

~ 6-71301 

16. Jake Christensen 6-0/200 

17. Rashard Mendenhall 6-0/190 

61/285. 
5-11/245 

20. James MeKiney 62277 DL _Lovisvile, Ky Cental 


Purdue 
Ohio State 
Michigan 


14, Doug Worthington 


Lockport, Ill Lockport lowa 
Skokie, lINiles West lino 
18, Terrance Taylor i Muskegon, Mich. /Muskegon Michigan 
Sefiner, Fla/Armwood lowa 


Michigan 
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Marcus Wilson. 

r: Bailey is the type of talent that can kick-start lowa’s 
running game, 5 ih was less than impressive in 2004. Expect him to 
make an impact from the time he steps foot on campus in lowa City. 

Sleeper: Calloway reminds many of a young Robert Gallery 
and slid under-the-radar because of a family move during his senior 
season. In a loaded offensive line class, Calloway’s star could end up 
shining brighter than many of his more-coveted classmates. 

Bottom line: A great class along both lines of scrimmage that 
addressed needs in the program. Winning recruiting battles for the 
Illinois prospects, along with Bailey, showed that this program can sell 
regionally and is on the verge of being able to sell nationally. 


The Buckeyes did a great job landing a top-flight class given the 
controversy that surrounded the program off-the-field. 

Ohio State pulled in seven of the top 10 prospects from the 
talent-rich Buckeye state, led by five-star offensive line prospect Alex 
Boone (6-8, 296). Boone is known for having a nasty streak and 
reminds many of ex-Ohio State standout Orlando Pace. 

Defensive back prospect Jamario O’Neal from Buckeye pipeline 
Cleveland Glenville High School is another standout in-state athlete 
OSU was able to nab. O’Neal has sub-4.4-second speed in the 
40-yard dash and at 6-1, 190 pounds, has the size to develop into 
a big-time corner. O’Neal’s high school teammate, athlete Freddie 
Lenix, is one of Ohio State’s more intriguing prospects. He can play 
a variety of defensive positions. 

Other in-state lineman also are expected to shine. Four-star 
offensive lineman Jim Cordle (6-5, 285) joins Boone as a member 
of a two-man class of big uglies. Todd Denlinger is a 6-3, 280-pound 
standout from Troy who likely will develop into a Big 10-caliber 
defensive tackle. 

There aren’t many schools that signed as high of a number of 
quality defensive ends as did the Buckeyes. Four-star prospects 
Ryan Williams, Lawrence Wilson and Doug Worthington all are 
athletic. Williams and Worthington are from out-of-state, hailing from 
California and New York, respectively. Wilson hails from St. Vincent- 
St. Mary's High in Akron, the alma mater of NBA star LeBron James. 

Jacksonville running back Maurice Wells was a running back the 
Buckeyes targeted early on and eventually signed. Wells possesses 
great speed and is expected to make an impact in the backfield early. 

Headliner: Boone is the type of offensive lineman that can 
develop into a first round NFL draft pick and also can anchor the OSU 
offensive line for the next four years. He’s big, athletic and nasty, 
which are three necessary traits for playing tackle in the Big 10. 

Sleeper: Lenix didn't get the publicity that teammate O’Neal 
did, but he could develop into a better overall player because of his 
versatility. He had more than 225 tackles at the high school level. 

Bottom line: Considering the circumstances, Ohio State did 
the best it could, which will always be better-than-average because of 
the number of talented high school football players in the state. Those 
kids grow up dreaming of playing for the Buckeyes and it takes more 
than an alleged scandal to keep them from making those dreams 
come true. 


Penn State 


The Nittany Lions had a lot of momentum early in the recruiting 
process and picked up some big commitments down the stretch. 

In December, Penn State laid claim to the top-ranked prospect in 
the nation in athlete Derrick Williams from Greenbelt, Md. Williams 
(6-0, 189) can contribute at a number of positions and could help 
jump-star an anemic offense after enrolling at State College for the 
spring semester. Williams runs a sub-4.4-second 40-yard dash and 
has the type of athleticism, with a 32-inch vertical leap, that will make 
him hard to catch from behind. 

Pittsburgh defensive back Justin King, the nation’s top-ranked 
cornerback prospect according to Rivals.com, is another player that 
the Lions inked who was wanted by everyone in the country. King, 
who also runs the 40 in less than 4.4 seconds, appeared to be 
headed to Michigan or Florida before choosing Joe Paterno’s 
program. 

While Williams and King pledged to Penn State early, “Line- 
backer U” picked up what could turn into its next great player at that 
position when New Jersey's Jerome Hayes signed with the Nittany 
Lions. Hayes, at 6-2, 225-pounds, runs the 40 in 4.5 seconds and 
could develop into something special in the tradition of Andre Collins, 
et. all. 

In addition to King, Lydell Sargeant and Knowledge Timmons 
are a solid pair of overall athletes with the speed to make contribu- 
tions in the defensive backfield, which could be downright nasty in 
a few years if all of these players develop. Sargeant, from California 
via Pittsburgh, actually knew King when he went to high school in the 
Keystone State. Devin Fentress and Willie Harriott also will provide 
depth at that position in the coming years. 

Headliner: Williams is the top-ranked prospect in the nation, 
according to Rivals.com. He piled up more than 3,000 yards during 
his senior season of high school and is the highest-profile recruit to 
come to Penn State in years. 

Sleeper: Timmons won the state 100- and 200-meter relay 
championships and has the speed and skills to contribute on offense 
if it doesn’t work out on the defensive side of the ball. 

Bottom line: Paterno and company got a much-needed 
infusion of athletic and playmaking ability in this class. 


The Boilermakers laid claim to eight of Indiana's top 10 
prospects, enjoying a banner year in-state. 

Wide receiver Selwyn Lymon from Fort Wayne is the crown jewel 
of the in-state haul for Purdue. A 6-4, 190-pound burner with 4.4 
speed in the 40, Lymon will be counted on to be a valuable weapon 
in Joe Tiller’s pass-oriented offense in the coming years. 

Defensive end J.B. Paxson from Greenwood is another in-state 
prospect that could pay dividends for the Boilers. At 6-3, 260, Paxson 
was rated the No. 9 strongside defensive end prospect in the nation 
by Rivals.com. If things don’t work out at defensive end, Paxson has 
the size and mentality to slide down to tackle. 

Michael Neal from Merrillville also is a good looking prospect 


Purdue 
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Just Check Out A Partial List 
Of My Top Plays From 

Last Year’s Record 

38-3 W 
20-16 W 
30-13 W 
28-0 W 
51-0 W 
35-16 W 
44-7 W 
38-3 W 
32-14 W 
41-16 W 
13-24 W 
20-13 W 
17-15 W 
45-21 W 
28-20 W 
7-31 W 
27-28 W 
17-16 W 
37-38 W 
27-10 W 
41-27 W 
21-24 W 
21-24 W 


Steelers (-3'/) Texans 
Lions (+1) Bears 
Ravens(-3'/2) Steelers 
Louisville(-10)Kentucky 
Purdue (-12'/2)Syracuse 
Fresno St(-1'/2)Wash 
Arizona St (-3) lowa 

N Dame (-10'/z) Wash 
So Miss (-14) Tulane 
Purdue (-2'/2) N Dame 
VA Tech (+16) USC 
Memphis (+6) Miss 
Troy St(+15)Marshall 
Fresno St(+12)Kan. St 
N Dame (+10'/2) Mich. 
Oregon (+28) Okla. 
BYU (+21) Boise St 
NC St (+7) VA Tech 
Michigan (+7'/<) Texas 
Eagles (-6) Falcons 
Pats (-3)Steelers 
Eagles (+7) Patriots 
Eagles-Patriots | 46'/, 


Kelso Sturgeon has beaten the Dow Jom 
37 years in a row. Won’t you give him 
1 year to get the money for you? 


A longtime customer did a study of my past performances and found out that my Big 
Play games earned more dollars than any of the stock averages Wall Street goes by. 


I beat the ! beat the ! beat the Lipper Analytical 
Dow Jones. Standard & Poors. and the Willshire Index. 


Members of my Chairman's Club who followed my betting guidelines over the last four seasons have 
pocketed over $400,000 in net cash earnings. Hundreds of my smaller players have seen their football 
earnings rise proportionately! If you want to multiply your money 


Football is my turf. As a former scout in the SEC under Bear Bryant and the AFC under Hank Stram, 
| learned the fundamentals of who can beat who and my early training has never stopped paying off. 
My 37 year record of success may be the longest in the business — and I’m inviting YOU to cash in on it. 


Rated Rated Rated 
66% The Entire NFL Pre-Season, 90% My 50-Unit AFC Game 95% My 100-Unit Rated College 
oe wy . “tani Of The Year. Football Game Of The Year. 
ame e Year. 
80% My 50-Unit NFC Game 72% The First 3 NFL Las Vegas 
68% All My Best Bet Club NFL Plays Of The Year. Steam Games Of The Season. 
sisiiaepesinniganaempeas 100% My 100-Unit 68% The First 3 College Football 
65% All My Best Bet Club College Plays | Rated NFL Game Las Vegas Steam Games 
For The Entire Season. Of The Year. Of The Season. 


a savings of $150 over my regular season fee of $349 AND it includes: 


A Copy Of My New & A free season subscription to the 
Football Handicapping Book, Se Kelso Sturgeon Football Forecast, 
“The 80-Percent Formula, pany featuring * my College and NFL Power Ratings 


zi2., * advance Best Bets with detailed analysis 
| biaetibee | 
ie 
1 AM HAVING THE SUCCESS OF MY LIFE. I’M NOT ONLY BEATING LAS VEGAS AND THE OFFSHORES, 

BUT WALL STREET. HOW CAN YOU TOP THAT? YOU CAN’T. SO WHY NOT JOIN ME! 

LET ME PUT YOU ON THE UPWARD PATH TO THE MONEY YOU ALWAYS DREAMED OF 

Call All Correspondence To: 
Kelso Sturgeon, #206, 3315 Russell Rd 

Today Las Vegas, NV 89120-3477 


winning with circumstances and situations, 


schedule dynamics, emotional factors, more... * review of current betting trends, angles & Systems 


Or sign up online at www.kelsosturgeon.com 
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along the defensive line. At 6-4, 240, he is more suited to play 
defensive end as is Evansville’s Jared Zwilling (6-4, 255). 

Linebacker Kyle Williams, a five-star rated recruit by Rivals.com, 
is another headliner in this class. Williams, a linebacker, originally 
signed with lowa out of high school, but an academic situation kept 
him from enrolling at lowa City. The 6-2, 219-pound Williams likely will 
contribute immediately for Purdue. 

Offensive lineman Jason Kacinko from Harrison City, Pa., 
headlines a solid group of trenchmen heading to West Lafayette. 

At 6-6, 300 pounds, Kacinko was a four-star rated prospect by 
Rivals.com and rated the No. 7 overall prospect in the state of 
ee 

Headliner: Lymon is the perfect fit for Purdue’s pass-happy 
offense. With his speed and size, he has NFL written all over him and 
he should put up some gaudy numbers along his way there. 

Sleeper: Athlete Brandon King from Georgia has the versatility 
to play a number of positions and contribute. He gained nearly 1,500 
yards of total offense in high school and has outstanding speed, 
running a 4.31 40-yard dash. 

Bottom line: Tiller and company did a great job getting the 
top talent in the Hoosier state to come to Purdue. They also continue 
to benefit from finding prospects like Williams and King to improve the 
overall talent level. 
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Like Purdue, the Badgers did a great job keeping the in-state 
talent at home, inking four of the top five prospects from the state of 
Wisconsin. 

Linebacker Travis Beckum, a beast at 6-5, 220-pounds, 
is expected to make an impact right away on the Badgers defense. 
Beckum, from Oak Ridge, can flat out fly for a guy his size (he runs 
the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds), has a quick first step to help him 
rush the passer and also is skilled in pass coverage situations. He’s 
the type of player that that can wreck havoc on opposing defenses. 

Speaking of linebackers, Elijah Hodge will team with Beckum to 
give Wisconsin a solid corps in the coming years. Hodge, whose 
brother Abdul stars at lowa, is a smaller, quicker linebacker (6-1, 213, 
4.5-second 40) whose quick-strike ability should complement Beckum 
well in the coming years. 

Milwaukee’s DeAndre Levy was the fourth-ranked prospect in the 
state of Wisconsin by Rivals.com. The 6-2, 211-pound Levy recorded 
21 tackles for loss as a high school senior. 

Jamal Ruffin comes in listed as an “athlete”, meaning he could 
play a number of positions. But the 6-2, 190-pounder is expected to 
contribute at weakside linebacker, completing the Badgers’ awesome 
foursome of incoming freshmen at that position. 

Waterbug running backs Dion Foster and Jerry Butler have the 
speed and moves to cause problems for opposing defenses. Both 
also have the athletic ability to contribute at other positions if needed. 

Fullback P.J. Hill from Brooklyn, N.Y., is the type of power-runner 
that can plow the way for those smaller backs if need be. 

Quarterback Dustin Sherer has a chance to compete for the 
starting role down the road. He threw for 47 touchdowns during his 
final two seasons =e high school football. 

| *: Beckum is the best in this class, no doubt. 


He could start from the first day he steps on campus in Madison. 
Sleeper: Ruffin played defensive end in high school, so there 
could be a learning curve as Barry Alvarez and company attempt to 
teach him to play linebacker. Given his experience and the way he 
plays, it is very likely that Ruffin will have tremendous success 
making the transition. 
Bottom line: A bevy of talent on defense will continue to 
make the Badgers stout on that side of the ball for years to come. 


The Spartans got some players that can fill some needs 
right away. 

Defensive end Bobby Jones, from the North Dakota College of 
Sciences, could step in and start. Jones, at 6-4, 287 pounds, pos- 
sesses 4.7 speed in the 40 and could develop into a pass-rushing 
monster for the Spartans. He was a preseason junior college All- 
American last season. 

Another juco Jones, wide receiver Emory, also should find 
a place in the Spartans’ wide-open offense. Emory Jones caught 
38 passes for more than 800 yards his senior year of high school 
before attending Booneville (Miss.) Junior College after failing to 
qualify for his scholarship with Toledo. 

Running back A.J. Jimmerson from Missouri has excellent speed 
and rushed for nearly 1,500 yards his senior year of high school. 
Jimmerson was the No. 8 overall prospect in the Show Me State, 
according to Rivals.com. 

Linebackers Brandon Long and Andrew Hawken are two solid 
prospects that could develop into a solid tandem for the Spartans. 
Long, from Canton, Ohio, is a top 30 state prospect. 

Michigan State also dipped into Ohio for defensive back Kendell 
Davis, who eed ue athletic ability to step in and contribute. 

leac *: Without question, it's Jones. He enrolled early and 
is the type of iaeciie lineman that can come in and make an impact 
right away. 

Sleeper: Defensive back Otis Wiley was one of the top 
athletes in the state of Michigan his senior year of high school, 
excelling in both basketball and track in addition to football. He has 
4.4-second speed in the 40 and has the potential to be a starter. 

Bottom line: This class filled Michigan State’s needs nicely. 


illinois 


Ron Zook's recruiting prowess at Florida was never in question 
and he continued to work his magic to a certain degree during his first 
recruiting season in Champaign. 

Running back Rashard Mendenhall is the top-ranked running 
back in Illinois and could step in and challenge for playing time his 
freshman season. Mendenhall rushed for more than 1,400 yards and 
20 touchdowns his senior season, preceded by an 1,800-plus yard 
performance his junior year. Brother Walter plays for the Illini and 
Rashard was an early pledge before former coach Ron Turner 
was fired. 
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Further help at the skill positions could come in the form of prep 
school wide receiver Derrick McPhearson. McPhearson, from Fork 
Union Prep, signed with Florida as part of Zook’s Class of 2004, but 
failed to qualify. He re-committed to the Gators before Zook was fired 
and ultimately ended up following the coach to Illinois. McPhearson 
(6-0, 195) was the No. 11 overall prep school prospect in the nation 
by Rivals.com. 

Zook won a recruiting battle down the stretch with Texas A&M for 
junior college defensive tackle Ishmail Abdunafi. Abdunafi, from 
Bakersfield (Cal.) College, is a 6-foot-4, 295-pound run stuffer who 
could contribute right away at Illinois. 

Zook also went into his old stomping grounds, Florida, and 
signed defensive back Guesly Dervil from Jacksonville, offensive 
lineman Will Bergen from Tampa and defensive tackle Tremayne 
Walker of Tallahassee. The Illini held off Nebraska to sign Dervil, a 
quick feel who has the athleticism to contribute. 

Heat *: Without a doubt, Mendenhall is the highest-profile 
recruit in this ae He is a breakaway threat who has the speed and 
skills to score every time he touches the ball. 

Sleeper: Greg McClendon is a Columbus, Ga., prospect that 
Zook and company had their eye on while at UF. He played quarter- 
back and a number of other positions during his senior year of high 
school, but could develop into a solid pass-catching tight end with 
the Illini. 

Bottom line: Great first-year effort by Zook, who got 
prospects excited about playing for Illinois again. 


Northwestern 


The Ohio Mr. Football is taking his act to Evanston. 

Tyrell Sutton, who broke the all-time rushing mark in Ohio with 
9,426 career yards, is a 5-8, 186-pound dart and figures to battle for 
carries in the Wildcats’ backfield this fall. If Sutton doesn’t make the 
depth chart at running back, expect the Northwestern coaches to find 
a way to get the ball in his hands in the open field. 

Linebacker Chris Jeske reminds many Northwestern insiders of 
former Cats linebacker Pat Fitzgerald. Jeske, at 6-1, 225 pounds, 
has the size and speed (he runs a 4.6 40) to contribute during his 
freshman year. Jeske, from Joliet, was the No. 12 overall prospect in 
the state of Illinois, according to Rivals.com 

Like Jeske, quarterback Eric Peterman is another standout in- 
state prospect to sign with the Cats. Peterman was named the co- 
Offensive Player of the Year by Illinois Prep Spotlight and finished his 
career with more than 7,000 yards of total offense. 

Safety Brendan Smith is a player that the Cats went all the way 
to New Hampshire to get, but he figures to be a good one. He played 
in both the offensive and defensive backfields in high school and has 
the athletic ability to contribute right away in Evanston. 

Headliner: Sutton should turn into an electrifying player in 
Evanston. Passed over by most of the traditional Big 10 powers 
because of his size, Sutton will make a lot of teams sorry they didn’t 
take a chance on him in the coming years. 

Sleeper: Two-way lineman John Gill put on an impressive 
showing at the Eugene (Ore.) NIKE camp last summer. He Is 6-3, 285 
pounds and has the potential to develop into a Big 10-quality lineman. 

Bottom line: Northwestern did a great job of inking some of 


the top talent in Illinois, which enjoyed one of its best years in terms 
of producing prospects and traditionally is a bit underrated in terms of 
a talent hotbed. 


The Golden Gophers did a solid job going into Columbus, Ohio 
and signing four-star athlete Alex Daniels and two of his Brookhaven 
High teammates. 

Daniels, who had an offer from the hometown Buckeyes, can 
play a variety of positions for Glen Mason's squad. Defensive back 
Dominic Jones and athlete Keith Massey join Daniels from Colum- 
bus Brookhaven High. All three are among the top recruits inked by 
the Music City Bowl champion Golden Gophers. 

Minnesota was able to go into the heart of Georgia and pluck 
defensive back Boyd Coleman from SEC and ACC schools Kentucky 
and North Carolina. Coleman has been timed at below 4.5 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash. 

Running back Jay Thomas from Oakdale, Minn, headlines the in- 
State crop. Quarterback Marcel Jones also comes highly-touted. 

Headliner: Daniels is by far the top prospect the Gophers 
signed this recruiting season. He is expected to play linebacker for 
Minnesota and can contribute right away at that position. 

Sleeper: Coleman's speed makes him a candidate to develop 
into a solid defensive back prospect. He played Class AAAAA football 
against some of the best competition Georgia had to offer. 

Bottom line: Daniels and his teammates and quite a few 
sleepers make this a class to watch in Minneapolis. 


The Hoosiers and new coach Terry Hoeppner got crushed in 
state by rival Purdue as the Boilers signed eight of the top 10 
prospects from the Hoosier state. 

Running back Demetrius McCray from Seffner, Fla., Armwood 
High (the same high school that lowa recruit Kalvin Bailey attended) 
highlights this Hoosier class. McCray’s high school coaches boast 
that the 6-0, 180-pound speedster has never been caught from 
behind. 

Linebacker Matt Lewis is the highest-rated player in Indiana’s 
Class. The 6-2, 240-pounder originally played defensive end before 
switching to linebacker. He even rated as Rivals.com’s 18th-ranked 
weakside defensive end in the country. 

Running back Justin Carrington has enough speed to contribute 
at a number of positions. 

Headliner: McCray has the most talent and potential of any 
prospect in this class. If need be, he can change positions but likely 
chose IU because they will give him a shot at running back. 

Sleeper: Defensive end Neal Jones from Dr. Phillips High 
in Orlando flew under the radar for most of the recruiting process. 
His size (6-4, 240 pounds) and athleticism gives him the potential 
to develop into something special. 

Bottom line: Though the class clearly ranked at the bottom 
of the Big 10, there is potential for quite a few surprises. 


et’s see, Michigan has both lines 

back,; Ohio State is the unquestioned 
big-play team to watch; Purdue has more 
experience than anybody and a schedule 
to die for; and Iowa has the can-do quar- 
terback ... 

This is gonna be fun. 

Purdue coach Joe Tiller is back to hav- 
ing Ohio State and Michigan right where 
he wants them — off the schedule. The 
Boilermakers are the first team to have 
that most welcome of Big Ten double- 
vacancies on the schedule since ... well, 
since Purdue in 1997 and 1998. 

That was when brand-new coach Joe 
Tiller, taking over a club that won three 
games the previous season, showed he 
could get the Boilermakers to be as good 
as the rest of the league immediately. 
And unlike most everybody else, his 
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Everybody Chasing Wolverines... and Might Catch ‘em 


scheduling advantage meant his team 
didn’t: 

a) need to gear up for those two pow- 
erhouses, 

b) have losses pinned on them, 

c) get banged up by them. 

Tiller’s guys won nine games each of 
those seasons, and have ridden the 
momentum to a bowl game in each and 
every campaign since then — the sixth- 
longest streak in college football. 

Purdue returns virtually every player 
on defense. Of course, the offense is what 
everyone is talking about, and Tiller 
doesn't expect the unit to miss a beat 
under the guidance of QB Brandon Kirsch, 
who will give the Boilermakers a different 
look from the departed Kyle Orton. 

Tiller called him “an athletic quarter- 
back that can do some things outside of 
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BAD NEWS 


the system,” such as run the option, 
which the Boilers injected into their 
wide-open offense in the spring. Helping 
Kirsch will be one of the conference's 
deepest receiving corps. 

“He probably has, collectively speak- 
ing, the best supporting cast of any quar- 
terback since I’ve been at Purdue,” Tiller 
said. 

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz is more than 
ready to go into the season with his quar- 
terback, Drew Tate, who made a believer 
of the Big Ten last season. The way the 
running attack crumbled with a succes- 
sion of injuries, it was all about defense 
and Tate last season, as the Hawkeyes 
won 10 games, including the remarkable, 
last-play Hail Mary victory over LSU in 
the Capital One Bowl. 

Towa has to replace last season’s stellar 
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‘Lindy’s 2005 


ALL-BIG TEN Team 


OFFENSE - : First Team 


QB Drew Tate 
RB Laurence Maroney 
RB Michael Hart 
WR Jason Avant 
WR Santonio Holmes 
TE Charles Davis 
C Greg Eslinger 
OL Adam Stenavich 
OL Mark Setterstrom 
) OL. Matt Lentz 
OL Zach Strief 
K Kyle Schlicher — 
AP Ted Ginn, Jr. 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Ray Edwards 
DL Gabe Watson © 
} DL Tamba Hali 

DL LaMarr Woodley 
| LB Chad Greenway 
LB Abdul Hodge 
LB AJ. Hawk 

CB Alan Zemaitis 

| CB Ashton Youboty 
S$ Bernard Pollard 
S$ Nate Salley 


/ P Brandon Fields tH 


OFFENSE - 


QB ‘Chad Henne 
RB. Terrell Jordan 
RB Brian Calhoun 
WR Ernest Wheelwright 
WR Clinton Solomon 
TE Matt Spaeth — 
~C Donovan Raiola 
OL Mike Otto 
OL Mike Jones 
OL Joe Thomas 
OL Jake Long 
K Garrett Rivas 
. AP ‘Steve Breaston 


DL “Anthony Spencer 
DL Quinn Pitcock — 
DL ‘Brandon. Villarreal 
DL Loren Howard — 
LB Tim MeGarigle 
LB Paul Posluszny 
LB Bobby Carpenter 
CB Brett Bell 
CB Jovon Johnson 
-S EricSmith = 
S Calvin Lowry - 
P. Steve Weatherford 
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Second Team a 


dr. lowa 
Jr. Minnesota 
So. Michigan 
Sr. Michigan — 
dr Ohio State. 
Sr. Purdue 
Sr. Minnesota: 
Sr. Michigan 
Sr. Minnesota 
Sr. Michigan 
Sr. Northwestern: 
Jr. ~ lowa: 
So. Ohio State 
was) e Purdue 
Sr. Michigan 
Sr Penn State 
Jr. Michigan 
Sr. lowa- 
Sr. lowa 
Sr. Ohio State 
Sr. Penn State 
Jr. Ohio State. 
Jr. Purdue 
Sr. Ohio State 
dr. Meta St. 
So. “Michigan 
Sr. Northwestern 
Jr. Wisconsin 
So. Minnesota 
Sr. _ lowa 
Jr Minnesota 
Sr. Wisconsin’ 
Jr. Purdue 
Jr. lowa' 
Sr. — Wisconsin 
So. Michigan 
Jr. Michigan’ | 
dt i - Michigan 
Tal 
Jr Purdue 
_ dr Ohio State 
Lor Purdue : 
Sr Northwestern 
Northwestern 
Jr Penn State _ 
Ohio State 
“Sr. — Wisconsin: 
lowa 
Sr. Michigan St. - 
Sr. Penn State 
+ Bre bly 
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defensive front, but it has a linebacking 
corps and secondary that can mask the 
line's inexperience. If things like injuries 
tend to balance out over a couple of 
years, the Hawkeyes could be in very 
good shape, since last season they lost 
four running backs to injuries, along with 
a couple of key linemen. 

“Tye never been around a team that 
had the injury problem we had,” Ferentz 
said, but now he has eight offensive line- 
men with starting experience. 

Of course, the league can’t ignore 
Michigan and Ohio State, which are once 
again the teams to beat. 

The Wolverines are stacked at every 
offensive line position, and the defensive 
front four will manhandle most of its 
opponents. 

Ohio State’s defense will be stout, too. 
The Buckeyes might own the conference's 
most well-rounded unit, as the lineback- 
ers rank second only to Iowa in the Big 
Ten (and maybe the country) and the sec- 
ondary has plenty of game breakers. 

But should Ohio State’s aspirations 
extend beyond the conference, it will be 
due to the play on the other side of the 
ball. Ted Ginn is golden whenever and 


Offensive 
aires a the 


Most 
Valuable 


Ted Ginn, Jr. 


! Laurence Maroney 
WR/DB/KR, Ohio St. 


RB, Minnesota 
Most Accurate Passer 


Coolest in the Clutch 


Drew Tate, QB 


Strongest Arm Chad Henne, QB Michigan 


Best Scrambler Drew Stanton, QB Michigan State 
Drew Tate, QB 


wherever he is given an opportunity to 
shine. Recruited last spring as one of the 


nation’s most sought-after cornerbacks, 
Ginn caught, rushed, and returned multi- 
ple touchdowns in his true freshman sea- 
son. 


Those four teams must be considered 
the contenders, but the middle of the 
league won't make it easy on them or on 
each other: Last year, remember, the 
league was symmetrically divided... 

¢ Two teams lost only once, two teams 
won only once. 

e One team lost twice, one team won 
twice. 

e One team lost three times, one team 
won three times. 

e And three teams went 4-4. 


As a result, only six teams qualified for 
bowls, and interestingly enough, that did 
not include 5-3 Northwestern or 4-4 
Michigan State, who will be particularly 
primed for postseason action. Consider, 
too, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Penn State 
have reason to expect late-December 
action. 

— Mike Beacom 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 
Year Year 


A.J. Hawk 
LB, Ohio State 


Derrick Williams 
WR, Penn State 


lowa 


lowa 


HONOR ROLL j 


Toughest to Bring Down Laurence Maroney, RB Minnesota 
Best Hands Ed Hinkel, WR lowa 


Most Dangerous Deen Threat Ernest Wheelwright, WR Minnesota 
Best Pass Blocker Zach Strief, OT Northwestern 
Best Run Blocker Mark Setterstrom, OG Minnesota 
Best Pass Rusher Ray Edwards, DE Purdue 


Best Cover Corner Ashton Youboty, CB Ohio State 
Special Teams Demon Ted Ginn, Jr. Ohio State 


2005 


Top 10 NFL Talent 


The Big Ones 


September 3 

Northern Illinois at Michigan 
Miami (Ohio) at Ohio State 
Bowling Green at Wisconsin 


September 10 

lowa at lowa State 
Notre Dame at Michigan 
Hawaii at Michigan State 
Texas at Ohio State 


September 17 

Kentucky at Indiana 
Michigan St. at Notre Dame 
San Diego St. at Ohio State 


September 24 
Penn State at Northwestern 
lowa at Ohio State 


October 1 
Michigan at Michigan State 
Notre Dame at Purdue 


October 8 
Illinois at Indiana 
lowa at Purdue 


October 15 
Wisconsin at Minnesota 


October 22 
Michigan at lowa 
Purdue at Wisconsin 


October 29 
Ohio State at Minnesota 


November 5 
Michigan State at Purdue 


November 12 
Northwestern at Ohio State 
lowa at Wisconsin 


November 19 
Northwestern at Illinois 
Ohio State at Michigan 


. Gabe Watson 


. Chad Greenway 
. Ted Ginn, Jr. 

. A.J, Hawk 

. Adam Stenavich 
. Chad Henne 

9. Abdul Hodge 


10. Alan Zemaitis 
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2005 


. Santonio Holmes 


. Laurence Maroney 


/ Huskies last beat a Big Ten opponent in 1988. 


OSU has beaten its past two MAC opponents by seven points or less. 
Badgers always have trouble with early-season mid-majors. 


lowa was the far better team last year, but won by seven at home. 
Wolverines haven't lost to the Irish at home in more than a decade. 
Warriors helped keep the Spartans home for the holidays in '04. 
September intersectional with major BCS implications. 


KU rolled up 355 yards rushing and 51 points in last year’s meeting. 
Has become one of the region's most intense games in recent years. 
In 2003, the Aztecs nearly pulled off an upset at the Horseshoe. 


A trench-war lover's delight. 
Winner takes an inside track in Big Ten race. 


Spartans have won this game just twice in the past nine years. 
Purdue went to South Bend last year and won big, 41-16. 


Best chance for either team to get a conference win. 
Winner will stay in the race ... the loser drops out here. 


The home school has raised the Axe the past five years. 


Next to OSU/Michigan it's the most-anticipated game of '04. 
This meeting changed the fate of both teams last season. 


Gophers managed just 53 yards rushing in last meeting (02). 


Expect fireworks from these two passing schools. 


Buckeyes can still taste last year's 33-27 loss to Wildcats. 
Badgers’ 30-7 loss ta lowa last year was an embarrassment. 


Home state pride on the line. 
College football at its best? Could shape up as another classic. 


DT Sr. 
WR Jr. 
RB Jr. 
LB Sr. Iowa 
DB/WR So. Ohio State 
Sr. Ohio State 


Michigan 
Ohio State 


Minnesota 


Sr. Michigan 
So. Michigan 
Sr. Iowa 

Sr. Penn State 


Bows! Connection 


Big Ten champion BCS 
(Rose if ranked #1 or 2, otherwise at-large) 


Big Ten # 2 

Big Ten # 3-5 
Big Ten # 3-5 
Big Ten # 3-5 
Big Ten # 6-8 
Big Ten# 6-8 


Leads one of the nation’s best secondaries. 


Capital One vs. SEC #2 
Outback vs. SEC #3 
Alamo vs. Big 12 #4 
Sun vs. Pac-10 #3 
Music City vs. SEC 
Motor City vs. MAC 


One of the few true two-gap DTs in the college ranks. 

An established QB will help Holmes’ game take flight. 

One of the nation’s most electrifying runners. 

Possesses the best size of the three LBs on this list. 

Quicker and more dangerous than Buckeye alum Chris Gamble. 
Needs to pack on a few pounds, but scouts love his motor. 


One of several Wolverine OL with an NFL future. 


Must first prove he can succeed without WR Braylon Edwards. 


Has averaged 10.3 tackles per game over the past two seasons. 
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Of Big WRs, 


Big Ten teams might not have the most tal- 
ented wide receivers in the nation, but they 
certainly have some of the tallest. 

Purdue's Kyle Ingraham, whose seven touch- 
downs in 2004 is tied for the most among 
returning Big Ten receivers, stands at 6-9. 

Then there’s Indiana's James Hardy, a 6-7 
freshman who last season played 10.3 minutes 
per game for the Hoosiers basketball squad. 
On the football field, those extra inches give 
Hardy an advantage especially near the goal 
line, where he can outreach the league’s much 
smaller defensive backs. 

In a spring scrimmage, Hardy's height got 
the coaching staff's attention when he bested 
the team’s top cornerback. 

Said Indiana coach Terry Hoeppner, “Had he 
not been 6-7, it wouldn’t have been a play.” 

Hoeppner says he does not necessarily 
believe a taller receiver makes a better receiv- 
er, but there are some advantages. “It's great if 
they can use it. I've had tall receivers who 
played like they were 5-10 and didn’t have 
that ability to finish the play.” 

But Hoeppner thinks Hardy is different and 
cites similarities to Martin Nance, a 6-4 receiv- 
er who caught 90 balls for Hoeppner in 2003 at 
Miami (Ohio). 
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Quick OTs and Wild Schedules 


“James is natural at catching the football 
and handles his body well ... for him, it’s going 
up and getting the rebound.” 


Bigger Isn't Always Better 

He likes ‘em big, but Michigan State coach 
John L. Smith doesn’t want his defensive tack- 
les to be too big. That’s why he put both start- 
ing tackles on diets after the spring, 
as Brandon McKinney and Domata Peko were 
asked to drop from the 320-pound range to 
closer to 300 bills. 

“My philosophy is this,” Smith said, “I'd 
rather have a guy at 300 pounds for the entire 
year than at 320 for half the year. If you have 
great ability and can run at 330, then yeah, 
that’s great. 

“But if you're going to end up breaking 
down, getting hurt, not keep yourself clean to 
where you do stay healthy, then we're going to 
take the weight off you.” 


Ranking the Schedules 

Of course, they're all difficult — just ask the 
coaches. So let's put them in order of most 
tough to 11th-toughest. 

¢ Ohio State — Sure, the Buckeyes are at 


home for all three of their non-conference 
games, but they’re three tough opponents and 
who really wants to play host to Texas? And 
the schedule ends in the Big House. 

e¢ Michigan — After a non-conference 
schedule that includes Northern Illinois and 
Notre Dame, the Wolverines begin their Big Ten 
schedule on the road at Wisconsin and 
Michigan State. A trip to Iowa also looms 
before the Wolverines finish up business at 
home against Ohio State. But, like OSU, they 
don’t have to play Purdue. 

* Michigan State — Hawaii proved last year 
that it was no pushover, and even though the 
Spartans have dominated their series with 
Notre Dame this year’s game is in South Bend. 
Road games at Ohio State, Purdue and 
Minnesota will keep Michigan State on its toes 
the rest of the way. 

¢ Iowa — In-state rival Iowa State tends to 
keep the score close, and the conference opens 
with Ohio State at the Horseshoe. Later travel 
dates to Purdue and Northwestern sandwich 
a home meeting with Michigan. 

© Northwestern — The Wildcats travel to 
Arizona State, Purdue, Michigan State and 
Ohio State. Their homecoming opponent? 
Michigan. Ugh! 


Big Ten Four-Year Standings 


What jumps out at us as we look at what the fifth-year seniors for 2005 have experienced in their careers in the Big Ten, is that 
everybody but Indiana has had their day in the sun ... but it just happens a lot more often for Michigan, Iowa and Ohio State. 

Ten of the 11 teams have been to bowl games, but only four teams have winning records in the conference, which suggests a lack 
of true balance. Real balance would suggest five with winning Big Ten records and five losers, with one team right at the .500 mark. 


But it’s far from that. 


Bio = Pct. ~All Pet C B Comment 

Michigan 266 813 © 8718740 2 2 4 THIS is the Rose Bowl the Maize and Blue wants. 
lowa 248 86.750 8842780 2 1 4 Consistency Ohio State covets. 

Ohio State 280718, 4011784 1 2 )~— Those No. 1 rings are getting old. 

Purdue 1814 56828-21580 0 0 4 Time for another BCS bid? 

Wisconsin 1517 46828-22568 SS 8S—_—Ssinking rapidly into the middling morass. = 
Michigan State = 14-18 «48824-25490 alls ie ee Up-town, up-town; this routine is boring 

Minnesota 1819 40628-20581 iimeOeens 16-1 non-league mark nets bowls, 

Penn State 1220 8752128 M7 O; siden, t This is not what Lions fave in mind. 

ihinois 12200 «87518-28404 11 Ssh 2001 Sugar Bowl season is long ago, 
Northwestern 12-20 375 «18-29 396 Ce ae Looking to “re-pass” state rival in 05. 

Indiana 725 21918-83288 0 0 0 Hoosiers are a little too used to this, 


Note: C=Championship or co-championship; BES=Bowl Championship Series; B=Bowls 
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® Minnesota — The light non-conference 
schedule is typical of Gopher football, and 
both the Badgers and Buckeyes will have to 
visit the Minneapple this year. Still, the 
Gophers can’t be too excited about their trips 
to Penn State, Michigan and Iowa. 

e Indiana — The three non-league games 
against Central Michigan, Nicholls State and 
Kentucky should (yes, that’s should, which is 
decidedly stronger than could) send the 
Hoosiers into Big Ten play undefeated. But 
who are they going to beat in the Big Ten? 
They get to play Illinois only once. 

¢ Penn State — The Nittany Lions have 
seven home games. Of the four road games, 
only the Oct. 15 trip to Ann Arbor looks all 
that rotten. This schedule says a bowl is very 
doable. 

¢ Wisconsin — The Badgers’ non-conference 
schedule is no breeze, but it’s no nightmare, 
either. And this year Bucky gets to host 
Michigan, with Ohio State off the schedule. 

Illinois — Rutgers might not be the cup- 
cake it once was, but the Illini schedule is 
designed to boost the team’s confidence head- 
ing into conference play. 


Road dates at Iowa, Ohio State and Purdue 
won't be a treat, but the rest of the schedule 
(including no date with Michigan) is quite 
workable for a competitive team (question: 
will UI be competitive?). 

¢ Purdue — What a gift! The Boilermakers 
avoid Michigan AND Ohio State and host Notre 
Dame, Iowa and Michigan State. Coach Joe 
Tiller has plenty to be thankful for. 


Starting Over 

The conference's two new head coaches — 
Illinois’ Ron Zook and Indiana’s Terry 
Hoeppner — have something in common: both 
inherited a program that didn’t have an estab- 
lished starting quarterback. 

Somebody suggested that it might not be 
a bad thing, so they can start from scratch, 
but the coaches were having none of it. 

“I'd rather have a veteran guy,” said 
Hoeppner. “It’s not just understanding your 
offense, but it’s understanding what the 
defense offers. You want experience at that 
position.” 

For Zook, it’s a matter of having one more 
thing to focus on during the transition period. 


“You got so many guys, how do you in 15 
practices get a feel for what they can do?” 

Zook and quarterbacks coach Ed 
Zaunbrecher faced a similar task when Rex 
Grossman left Florida two years ago. “We've 
been through it before,” Zook said. 


Punting Power 

Michigan State owns one of the nation’s 
best punters in Brandon Fields, but that has 
not equated to good special teams coverage, 
an area that the coaching staff worked to 
improve upon in the spring. 

“Our biggest problem with Fields is that he 
out-kicks our coverage,” said coach John L. 
Smith. “We don’t have guys that can go down 
and cover that far.” 

The team brought in specialists to work 
with Fields on hang time and also to position 
the coverage team better. 

“We're experimenting with some different 
formations and protections,” Smith said. 

If it works, it'll solidify Michigan State's 
spot as one of the best special teams units in 
the conference. 


The Big Ten had 30 players drafted into the NFL in April — including four first-rounders. Wisconsin (seven) and Iowa (five) led the way, 
although Ohio State's three means that the Buckeyes now have had 22 players from their 2002 national championship team drafted. 

Interestingly, only three players opted to declare themselves eligible for the NFL draft while they still had eligibility remaining — 
not including deposed Ohio State running back Maurice Clarett, who, after everything he’s been through, would still be just a senior for 
2005. Of the three, only Minnesota RB Marion Barber II was drafted. 

Ten of the 11 Big Ten teams had at least one player selected ... the only team absent from the draft list? Incredibly, Penn State. 


|g SS I IT a eR AT iw Se TN 


Rd = Pick —_ Illinois Pos = NFL Team Rd = Pick = Minnesota Pos — NFL Team 
2 60 Kelvin Hayden CB Indianapolis 4 109 Marion Barber* RB Dallas 
4 122 Raymond “Duke” Preston C Buffalo 
“Rd = Pick ~=— Northwestern Pos NFLTeam 
‘Rd = Pick ~—sIndiana Pos  NFLTeam 1 28 Luis Castillo DT San Diego 
3 68 Courtney Roby WR Tennessee 3 93 Trai Essex oT Pittsburgh 
7 244 Noah Herron RB Pittsburgh 
Rd Pick lowa Pos NFL Team 
2 46 Matt Roth DE Miami “Rd Pick Ohio State Pos NFLTeam 
2 59 Jonathan Babineaux DT Atlanta 2 47 Mike Nugent K N.Y. Jets 
4 102 Sean Considine FS Philadelphia 3 80 Dustin Fox CB Minnesota 
6 196 Tony Jackson TE Seattle 3 101 Maurice Clarett RB Denver 
6 214 Pete McMahon oT Oakland 
Rd Pick Purdue Pos  —sNFL Team 
Rd = Pick = Michigan Pos NFLTeam ~ 4 106 —«*Kyle Orton 0B Chicago 
1 3 Braylon Edwards WR Cleveland 
1 29 Marlin Jackson CB Indianapolis Rd Pick Wisconsin "Pos NFL Team 
2 33 David Baas ¢ San Francisco 1 18 Erasmus James DE Minnesota 
3 87 Scott Starks CB Jacksonville 
‘Rd = Pick ~=—- Michigan State Pos NFL Team 4 107 ~—~*dDan Buenning G Tampa Bay 
6 201 Deandra Cobb RB Atlanta 5 148 Jonathan Welsh DE Indianapolis 
6 202 Dave Rayner K Indianapolis 6 175 Anttaj Hawthorne DT Oakland 
2 216 Kevin Vickerson DT Miami 6 193 Jason Jefferson DT New Orleans 
7 246 William Whitticker G Green Bay 7 243 Anthony Davis RB Indianapolis 
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*Had college eligibility remaining 
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owa’s Drew Tate might have the best year of any ; 
knee! in the conference, but the Hawkeyes will 
be in trouble if he suffers an injury; neither Jason 
Manson nor Cy Phillips has completed a pass at the 
college level. 

Michigan's excellent sophomore Chad Henne and 
the Wolverines’ superior depth puts UM at the top of 
this list. 

As a true freshman, Henne completed 60.2 percent 
of his attempts and for 25 touchdowns, second most 
in the Big Ten. With more experience and a big-time 
surrounding cast, he should have an incredible sea- 
son. Behind him on the depth chart are prospects who 
could start for a handful of schools in the conference. 

Matt Gutierrez was penciled in as the Wolverines’ 
2004 starter before a shoulder injury sidelined him for 
most of the year. Left-handed Clayton Richard, a 2003 
recruit, might be the best third-string quarterback in 
college football — if he doesn’t remain with the 
Michigan baseball team. 

At Ohio State, Justin Zwick made too many mis- 
takes last season and Troy Smith isn't eligible to start 
the first game of the year due to an NCAA rules infrac- 
tion. But if Smith picks up where he left off (386 total 
yards vs. Michigan) and/or Zwick steps up, the 

Buckeyes’ offense could soar. 


eS SS SEN eal : 


hio State might not be as deep as Michigan, 
but the Buckeyes have two of the best 
= weapons in all of college football. 

____ Santonio Holmes is the conference's most experi- 
enced and accomplished receiver, leading the team 
with seven TDs last season. And then there is the 
seemingly unlimited potential of sophomore Ted 
Ginn, Jr., a threat to find paydirt every time he gets 
his hands on the ball. 

Sophomore Anthony Gonzalez, who emerged at 
midseason, can take advantage of all the extra atten- 
tion paid to Holmes and Ginn. 

With Braylon Edwards gone, the Wolverines might 
not have a player worthy of wearing the No. 1 jersey, 
but their wide receiver group is still special. Steve 
Breaston and Jason Avant are no longer green, and 
both have a reason to take a step forward in the 
offense. 

Behind them is a wealth of potential, led by Carl 
Tabb, Doug Dutch and Adrian Arrington, along with 
first-team all-league tight end Tim Massaquoi. 

Purdue lacks the bona fide superstars it has had 
at the position in recent years, but Kyle Ingraham, 
Dorien Bryant and Ray Williams each offer some- 
thing unique. And there is at least one quality backup 

on the depth chart for each of the three starters. 


Fg Fo pg a og foe 


he Wolverines found their feature back last 
year in Michael Hart, who led the Big Ten 
with 1,455 rushing yards. 
But what Hart doesn’t offer the Wolverines 
(size), Max Martin does. Martin is four inches 
taller and 25 pounds heavier than Hart, and runs 
very well for someone his size. And watch for 
__ true freshman Kevin Grady, a Michigan prep star 
* who joined the team in January and wowed the 
___coaching staff this spring. 
Minnesota was the cream of the crop last year 
at running back, but half of its wonderful back- 
field has moved on. Junior Laurence Maroney, 
the Big Ten’s most dangerous rusher, has gained 
2,469 yards and scored 22 touchdowns over the 
past two years, most of that while splitting car- 
ries with Marion Barber Ill, who left early for the 
» NFL Draft. We'll see how much he leaves leftover 
- for backups Amir Pinnix and Gary Russell. 
One of the few gifts coach Ron Zook inherited 
when he took over at Illinois was a plethora of 
talented running backs. Pierre Thomas averaged 
y almost six yards a carry last year and E.B. 
Halsey is one of the Big Ten’s most versatile 
~ weapons. 


OF -enTlzcVve ULcMNce 


; ii Wolverines own one of the nation’s most 
ae experienced front lines, with the exception of 
_ center. Their five starters will allow Michigan's 
young skill position players to continue to thrive. 
Consider that there are three quality tackles in 
‘Adam Stenavich, Jake Long and Mike Kolodziej, 
and Matt Lentz and Rueben Riley are both quality 
guards. The center position will remain unsettled 
_ until the fall, but Michigan can mix-and-match a few 
different ways and isn't likely to leave that spot as 
)  aweakness. 
Any way the Wolverines slice it, they will have the 
__ best bodies up front. 
* Minnesota lost stud tackle Rian Melander, but 
__ brought back 2004 Rimington Award finalist Greg 
Eslinger and all-conference guard Mark Setterstrom, 
two of the nation’s finest at their positions. Tackle 
Joe Ainslie has two years of experience as a starter. 
Northwestern lost three starters from last year's 
squad but still owns some of the conference's best 
linemen. Zach Strief rates with the Big Ten's best 
tackle prospects, and coach Randy Walker thinks 
) highly of center Trevor Rees. Replacing LT Trai Essex 
__ is the biggest concern for the Wildcats. 
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Can't Find a Wolverines’ Weakness at Any Spot 


Here played together as a unit for one year 
should help Michigan’s front four improve in 
every major statistical category. The Wolverines 
could finish the season with three all-conference 

selections from this group. 

Pat Massey can play both end and tackle, and, 
when in top shape, Gabe Watson is one of the best 
interior linemen in the business. A starting linebacker 
in 2004, LaMarr Woodley played end in the spring 
and will improve a pass rush that registered only 
21 sacks last season. The other end spot will be 
occupied by Alan Branch or Jeremy Van Alstyne. 

Several of the conference coaches think highly 
of Penn State’s front four, particularly because the 
group has played together for so long. 

Tamba Hali can play inside and outside and is the 

_ star of the Nittany Lions’ front wall, but end Matthew 
Rice and underrated DT Scott Paxson can impact 
a game as well. The defensive line play was a major 
reason why Penn State led the conference in scoring 
defense last season. 

Purdue brings back all four starters, including 
starting ends Ray Edwards and Anthony Spencer, 
who combined for 15.5 sacks last season. (Backup 

a end Rob Ninkovich had eight sacks.) DT Brandon 
2 __ Villarreal made honorable mention all-league. 


_ Michigan 


0 one really knows how much better Ohio 
State cornerback Ashton Youboty can get, 
and that’s a scary thought for opposing coaches. 

Youboty broke up 18 passes last season to 
lead the conference. The Buckeyes are secure 
with him at one cornerback spot, but the oppo- 
site job might not be filled until the start of the 
season. Still, there is little reason for Buckeye 
fans to worry, because Nate Salley and Donte 
Whitner make up the best safety tandem in the 
conference. Salley was a second-team all-confer- 
ence selection by the coaches last season. 

For the past two seasons, the Nittany Lions’ 
pass defense has ranked among the nation’s 
best. Cornerbacks Alan Zemaitis and Anwar 
Phillips do a good job of pinching receivers, 
while safety Calvin Lowry waits patiently to make 
plays (he and Phillips each collected four inter- 
ceptions last season). It’s an experienced group 
that only allowed five passing scores in 2004. 

lowa’s two cornerbacks — Antwan Allen and 
Jovon Johnson — lack ideal height, but both 
have a ton of experience. And last year both 
received honorable mention from the coaches 
and Associated Press for their play. 


2005 


ER 


See debate as last season ... who has the better 
linebackers, lowa or Ohio State? The Hawkeyes get 


the nudge here, but barely. 


Abdul Hodge and Chad Greenway both gobbled up 
100-plus tackles for lowa the past two seasons, and last 
year both found their way onto postseason lists. Expect — 
a curtain call. The other expected starter, Ed Miles, has 
two years of experience in the system. 

The Buckeyes are led by playmaker A.J. Hawk, who 
averaged 11.8 tackles last year and will garner attention 


{ 


for conference Defensive Player of the Year honors and 


the Butkus Award. His pals Bobby Carpenter and 
Anthony Schlegel combined to record 177 tackles. 
Schlegel had offseason knee surgery, but is expected to 
be at full strength when the fall season begins. 

Even without Lawrence Reid, whose career was cut 
short by an injury, Michigan has outstanding athletes at 
linebacker. The question is: will these athletes realize 
their full potential on the field? Pierre Woods could 
become a playmaker at the “rush end” position in the 
3-4 front. Elsewhere, 2003 blue-chip recruit Prescott 
Burgess and Scott McClintock will be counted on for 
big seasons. 

Penn State — commonly known as ‘Linebacker U’ — 
is having a rebirth at the position. Paul Posluszny and 

Dan Connor combined for 189 tackles last season. 


ichigan's Steve Breaston is a threat to y 
break a long return every time he fields 
a punt or kick. Garrett Rivas showed improve- 
ment last season and is now the elder statesman 
among Big Ten kickers. The Wolverines did lose 
punter Adam Finley, but some believe freshman 
Zoltan Mesko can improve the position. 

The Buckeyes’ Ted Ginn, Jr., returned four 
punts for touchdowns in 2004 (it only took him 
15 returns to set a school career record for punt — 
return TDs). His 25.6 yards per return was eight 
yards better than the next closest return man in 
the conference. The Buckeyes need to replace 
punter Kyle Turano and the nation’s top kicker, 
Mike Nugent. 

Illinois has a deadly return team with E.B. 
Halsey (punts) and Pierre Thomas (kicks) and 
one of the nation’s best punters in Steve 
Weatherford. 

Michigan State punter Brandon Fields led the 
conference with a 47.9-yard average in 2004, 
but the Spartans failed to take advantage of 
his leg and gave up too many long returns. 
Correcting that was a top priority for the coach- 
ing staff in the spring. 
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THE RAIL 

November opened with Wisconsin and Michigan at 5-0 and in the 
Top 10 in what appeared to be a two-team race to the wire. 

But Michigan State had the Wolverines dead to rights before UM over- 
came a 17-point deficit in the final nine minutes at home, eventually 
winning in three overtimes, 45-37. Rather than slink away, the Spartans 
opted to put a full 60 minutes of football together the following week 
against fourth-ranked and injury-wracked Wisconsin. That turned out to 
be a 49-14 rout that shocked the college football world ... and made 
Michigan Big Ten champions before the Wolverines even had to play 
Ohio State. 

That Michigan lost to Ohio State knocked some of the glitter off of 
the race and the season ... but Iowa throttling Wisconsin on the same 
day enabled the Hawkeyes to grab a share of the Big Ten crown at 7-1. 


THAIE LFUUMIIIHWT 

It wasn’t exactly a return to dominance, but the Michigan Wolverines 
got it done, capturing the Big Ten title and returning to the Rose Bowl 
for the second year in a row. They became the first team to make repeat 
trips to Pasadena since the 1998-99 seasons. And, perhaps surprisingly, 
it marked the first back-to-back trips for Michigan since the 4-of-5 run 
from 1988 to 1992. 

This Michigan edition did it with offense, with sensational senior 
receiver Braylon Edwards making the big plays, and sensational fresh- 
man tailback Mike Hart making the little and medium-sized ones. 

The defense did what it had to most of the time, but the 28 second-half 
points surrendered in a loss to Notre Dame indicated early that these 
Wolverines were going to have to outscore most opponents — which 
they did. 

Their last four opponents averaged 31 points, which made for some 
wide-open action — nerve-wracking for the Maize and Blue faithful, 
but exciting to watch. 


THIE SPARES 

Offensive Player of the Year: Braylon Edwards, WR, Michigan 

Highlight-reel specialist who broke all of Michigan's receiving records. 
He had 97 catches for 1,330 yards in 2004, and for his career he posted 
an amazing 252 catches for 3,542 yards, with a Big Ten-record 39 touch- 
downs. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Erasmus James, DT, Wisconsin 

The most unblockable player in the league, he was the leader of 
the Badgers’ outstanding defense. Had 11.5 tackles behind the line, 
although he was battling injuries over the latter half of the season. 

Coach of the Year: Kirk Ferentz, Iowa 

Hammered by Arizona State and Michigan in September, the 
Hawkeyes looked nothing like a 10-win team is supposed to look. 
But it just took a while for Ferentz to bring together the least- 
experienced team in the league, and once he did, they were the most 
exciting team in the Big Ten, as evidenced by the eight-game winning 
streak that they'll carry into 2005. 


THE BOMLS 

The league was just too dang balanced in 2004, so only six teams 
went bowling. Of course, it didn’t help matters that Michigan State was 
left out after losing to both Hawaii and Rutgers, and Northwestern 
missed the postseason by losing to TCU at the start and Hawaii at the 
end. 


Rose Texas 38, Michigan 37 

Capital One Iowa 30, LSU 25 

Outback Georgia 24, Wisconsin 21 

Sun Arizona State 27, Purdue 23 
Alamo Ohio State 33, Oklahoma State 7 
Music City Minnesota 20, Alabama 16 
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fIlL_L-LGVla5—6 TESTI VT EFA 
“as selected by the league coaches 
QFFEGIISE - Fiurse Team 
QB __Drew Tate, lowa 
RB Michael Hart, Michigan 
RB___Laurence Maroney, Minnesota 
WR__ Braylon Edwards, Michigan 
WR __ Taylor Stubblefield, Purdue 
TE __Tim Massaquoi, Michigan 
C Greg Eslinger, Minnesota 
OL __David Baas, Michigan | 
OL Matt Lentz, Michigan 
OL _Dan Buenning, Wisconsin 
OL _Adam Stenavich, Michigan 
OL __ Rian Melander, Minnesota 


PK __Mike Nugent, Ohio State 


OQFFETISE —- Secone Team 


QB Kyle Orton, Purdue 

RB _Noah Herron, Northwestern 
RB___Anthony Davis, Wisconsin 
WR___Jason Avant, Michigan 

WR __ Santonio Holmes, Ohio State 


TE _Jason Randall, Michigan State 


OL Mark Setterstrom, Minnesota 


OL __ Jonathan Clinkscale, Minnesota 
OL __Jake Long, Michigan 

OL Sean Poole, Michigan State 
OL Zach Strief, Northwestern 


PK Dave Rayner, Michigan State 


DEF ECTISE - Firse Team DEF CIISE - Seconas Team 


DL __ Matt Roth, lowa DL __ Jonathan Babineaux, Illinois 
DL___ Gabe Watson, Michigan DL __Luis Castillo, Northwestern 
DL ___Anttaj Hawthorne, Wisconsin DL _ Simon Fraser, Ohio State 
LB Erasmus James, Wisconsin DL___Tamba Hali, Penn State 


LB LaMarr Woodley, Michigan 
LB___Tim McGarigle, Northwestern 
LB __ Paul Posluszny, Penn State 
DB___ Kelvin Hayden, Illinois 


DB __Nate Salley, Ohio State 
DB Alan Zemaitis, Penn State 


DB Bernard Pollard, Purdue 
P___ Brandon Fields, Michigan State 


LB__Chad Greenway, lowa 

LB Abdul Hodge, lowa 

LB AJ. Hawk, Ohio State 

DB Marlin Jackson, Michigan 
DB ___Ernest Shazor, Michigan 
DB__Jim Leonhard, Wisconsin 
DB _Scott Starks, Wisconsin 

P Steve Weatherford, Illinois 


THIE STVILNIGS 


Big Ten Pet. PF PA ft Peed i Ty PA 
lowa 71875215 125__—-10-2_—=.833_— 292211 


Michigan 7-1__.875__—231 182 93.750 370279 


Wisconsin 6-2 .750 251 145 93.750 249185 
Northwestern 5-3. 625.168 198 6-6 500295342 
Ohio State 4-4 500-184 171 8-4 667 290219 
Purdue 4-4 500 207_—S*156 75 583381206 
Michigan State 4-4 500 253 228 5-7 417 — 353326 
Minnesota 3-5 375207 199 7-5 583361273 
Penn State 2-6  .250 ——:103 124 4-7 364 195168 
Illinois 1-7 125141 248 38.273, 240323 
Indiana 1-7 .125 («159 258 38.273, 262343 
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WEIS 


MOVE 


THE STACK OF POSTERBOARD sac behind the 
desk in his office, a grown man’s version of 
a classic cheat sheet. It was the only way, said 
Charlie Weis, that he could possibly have 
played catch-up before the start of spring foor- 
ball practice. 

Weis, then the offensive coordinator of the 
New England Patriots, was hired to replace 
former coach Tyrone Willingham in early 
December. But as agreed, he stayed with his 
pro team through the end of the season, 
which for the Patriots meant a long while as 
they extended the 2004 season into February. 

Finally, after he helped guide the Patriots 
to their third Super Bowl title in four years, 
he was able to set up shop in South Bend. 

And he kept in his office the posterboards, 
covered with name, height, weight and picture 
of each player — “Walk-ons included,” Weis 
said. “There was the offense; there was the 
defense; and there were the walk-ons.” 

Weis was not able to lavish his undivided 
attention upon the Notre Dame program 
immediately after being hired. But even as he 
juggled his Notre Dame future with his 
Patriots past, he made sure he didn’t ski mp on 
anything. 

He couldn't. Because for Charlie Weis, 
success at Notre Dame is not relative. The 
glory days of Notre Dame football are some- 


thing Weis experienced personally. The last 
time Weis, then a student, attended a Notre 
Dame football game, the team, lead by Joe 
Montana, defeated Texas and claimed the 
1977 national championship. 

The German-Catholic Weis first arrived in 
South Bend in the early 1970s, a New Jersey 
kid living an Irish dream. 

“T actually went to Notre Dame planning 
on being a sports announcer,” Weis said. 
“T realized at a young age that my passion for 
sports did not compare with my ability for 
sports.” 

Even so, he made an impression. 

“He was a suitemate of a couple of guys 
that I knew,” Montana said. “You could tell he 
had a dry sense, that you've just got to keep 
your eye on him, because one day, your toilet 
might be covered, but you would never know 
it was him. He'd be the last one youd think.” 

That subversive sense has served Weis well 
as a coach, where he has made a living by con- 
founding opposing defenses, his calls difficult 
to anticipate. 

Weis’ playbook, said Irish players, is one of 
the thickest they have ever encountered. 

“The thickness can be misconstrued some- 
times. ... There are several parts of the play- 
book that are redundant,” Weis said. 


“There is a pass offense section that clear- 


ly describes what everyone does on each pass 
combination. But there is also an individual 
section, like a quarterback section, that talks 
about what he does, which are one in the 
same. Your job is to pull out from the play- 
book what you really need to know.” 

And for all the accolades thrown his way, 
Weis knows that his reputation as an offensive 
genius rests firmly in the hands of the players 
who will be executing his system on the field. 

“You need to be a good Xs and Os coach, 
and you also need to be a good recruiter,” 
Weis said. 

“Your only resource is recruiting and 
I think you better be pretty good at that or 
else you're not going to be one of those teams 
that wins year in and year out. Youll have 
a good year once in a while and you'll have 
a couple of bad years, and you'll be a model of 
inconsistency.” 

Weis put that philosophy in motion 
immediately following Notre Dame's Blue- 
Gold spring football game on April 23, hitting 
the road on an extended recruiting trip. 

His efforts to resume ties with Western 
Pennsylvania, a historically strong Irish 
recruiting base, has already yielded fruit. 
Mechanicsburg High School quarterback 
Zach Frazer verbally committed to Notre 
Dame in April 2005, almost 10 months 
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FOLLOWING SOME BIG FOOTSTEPS 


Here are the records of Notre Dame coaches, starting with Knute Rockne. 
Finding the right guy after a major coaching era hasn't always been easy. 


YEARS COACH SEASONS RECORD PCT. VS. BIG TEN 

1918-30 Knute Rockne 13 105-12-5 881 How Notre Dame has fared 

1931-33 Hunk Anderson 3 16-9-2 -630 this decade against the 

1934-40 Elmer Layden 7 47-13-3 770 Big Ten: 
1941-43, 46-53 Frank Leahy 11 87-11-9 .855 mi 
1944 Ed McKeever 1 8-2 .800 RECORD OPPONENT 

1945; 1963 Hugh Devore 2 9-9-1 -500 2-1 Michigan pili 
1954-58 Terry Brennan 5 32-18 -640 3-2 Purdue 

1959-62 Joe Kuhanch 4 17-23 425 2-3 Michigan State 

1964-74 Ara Parseghian 11 95-17-4 836 

1975-80 Dan Devine 6 53-16-1 ./64 ey OC 
1981-85 Gerry Faust 5 30-26-1 7535 they should expect to win.” 
1986-96 Lou Holtz 11 100-30-2 765 

1997-2001 Bob Davie 5 35-25 583 


2001-2004 Tyrone Willingham 3 21-15 583 


CHAD HENNE came from eastern Pennsylvania, 
near Reading. Mike Hart from Syracuse, N.Y. 


When they arrived in Ann Arbor last sum- 
mer, they had no idea what was lay ahead. 

How could they? 

Starting quarterback was supposed to be 
Matt Gutierrez, a team leader who had never lost 
a high school game at national power Concord 
(Calif) De La Salle. He had been John Navarre’s 
understudy the previous season and was ready to 
lead the Wolverines back to the Rose Bowl. 

But as fall camp progressed, his throwing 
shoulder became sore. Gutierrez lost velocity on 
his passes. He was eventually held out of practice. 

Henne, a four-year starter at Wilson High 
School, was told by Michigan coach Lloyd Carr 
just two days before the season opener against 
Miami of Ohio that he would be the guy. 

Meanwhile ... 

Chiseled and fast, the 6-0, 216-pound David 
Underwood had earned the right to become 
Michigan’ next tailback, the heir apparent to 
Chris 


Underwood won the job with an impressive 


Heisman ‘Trophy _ finalist Perry. 
spring camp and followed up with a fine fall. 
He was followed on the three-deep for the 
Miami game by Pierre Rembert and Jerome 
Jackson. Hart, listed at 5-9, 194 pounds, didn’t 
even make the depth chart. 
There were too many questions. 


Could he block, a prerequisite for Michigan 


tailbacks? 

Would he be durable enough? 

Could he hang onto the ball? 

Sure, as a high school player at Onondaga 
Central, Hart set the national record for career 
touchdowns (204) and finished second all-time 
in rushing yardage (11,232), Bur his school 
played in the smallest division, in an area of the 
state not known for its football prowess. 

When Hart got a haircut in his hometown 
before leaving for Michigan, even the barbers 
told him that hed never make it. 

Henne, given a compacted game plan by 
offensive coordinator ‘Terry Malone, played 
steadily against Miami, In front of 110,815 fans, 
including a group of family and friends wearing 
blue “Henne” ‘T-shirts, the 6-2 freshman hit on 
14 of 24 passes for 142 yards and two scores. 

The second true freshman in school history 
to start a season opener (Rick Leach was the other 
in 1975), Henne took the 43-10 victory in stride. 

“It was awesome going out and seeing all 
those people,” he said. “Nervousness was a big 
key right there. Handle it well and play like 
you've practiced all week. After the first play, they 
kind of faded away.” 

While Henne flashed his potential carly, 
Underwood didnt find his groove, struggling 
against Miami and a week later suffering a con- 
cussion against Notre Dame. Jackson, the 


replacement, had only 32 yards in the 28-20 loss. 


DYNAMIC DUO 


BECOMES THE S UPER 


WOLVERINE PUPS BLASTED 
ONTO THE SCENE IN 2004 
BY JOHN HEUSER 


Although Jackson started Michigans next 


two games — against San Diego State and lowa 
— Hart got the opportunities he needed. 

Running with unexpected power and the 
quickness many had anticipated, he gained 121 
rushing yards against San Diego State to become 
the first freshman since Perry to top the 100-yard 
mark. Hart went for 99 more against Iowa. 

As the season progressed their names became 
inseparable. 

Hart and Henne ... Henne and Hart ... 
linked by record-breaking performances and an 
uncommon ability to keep a healthy perspective. 

“You're surrounded by so many people want- 
ing autographs, wanting pictures with you,” 
Henne said. “You have to wy to take it with 
a grain of salt, and keep your head on straight.” 


When Henne was through, hed completed 
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one of the best seasons for any freshman quarter- 
back in the history of Division I-A football. 

Hart's 1,455-yard season was as impressive. 

“Tes always a dream, but you don’ think it’s 
ever going to happen,” Hart said of the way his 
career started. “I guess it's coming true.” 

Both Henne and Hart are determined to 
make their sophomore seasons better than their 
first. The goal is another Big Ten championship 


and the Rose Bowl — which also happens to be 


the Bowl Championship Series title game. 

“T feel like I'm in high school again when I'm 
in the backfield,” Hart said. “I feel I can do real 
big things.” 

He has developed into an effective blocker, 
and a better pass receiver. Hart also has embraced 
a leadership role, mentoring the other tailbacks, 
including promising freshman Kevin Grady, the 
Michigan career high school rushing leader. 

“He's been a huge help to me, straight from 
the beginning,” Grady said. “He's the guy that 


kind of took me under his wing and showed me 


MARK COWAN/ICON SMI 


the ropes and how to do things.” 


Henne, meanwhile, has put on eight pounds 
¢ CHET nIIC TAN THI and become stronger. 

a « eh “T think the biggest improvement Chad has 
made, he’s much stronger through the hips, 
through the legs than he was a year ago,” Carr 
said. “He has such a great arm, but I think he 
throws the ball even better because he's stronger.” 


- percent oF Mis passé Henne prefers to focus on his mental, rather 


than his physical, improvements. He has worked 
hard to become more decisive with his drops, to 


REP MAUZ Goer ichinaniarde hel amaderiratete read receiver progressions better, and to under- 


stand more about the other side of the ball. 
Henne admitted that a year ago he often was 


baffled by the defensive alignments he faced. 


“Now my eyes are up and I'm trying to figure 
- out what theyre doing, what plays are good 


against which defense, where to go with the ball,” 


Henne said. “I’m really looking forward to seeing 
what I can do.” 
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IOWA QB KEEPS SHOWING HE 
‘HAS A LITTLE MAGIC IN HIM’ 
BY MARC MOREHOUSE 


THE TRAINERS WERE BENDING and twisting 
‘Drew Tate’ left knee, asking the Iowa quar- 
‘terback if this hurt or that hurt. 
— “T don’t know what happened,” Tate said, 
ecoun ‘ing the ugly angle his knee bent after 
a shotgun snap flew over his head during 
To as 30-17 loss at Michigan last September. 
could understand what the trainers were 


* "The knee looked nasty, and the replay on 
But the enduring image of the Michigan 
game was a helmetless Tate staring down 
a Wolverines defense late in the fourth quar- 
ter A linebacker pulled off Tate’s helmet .. 
and along with it went some of the are 
‘back’s upper lip and gums. 

__ Tate didnt break character, He barely 


ee, a pretty powerful picture, 


a pretty powerful picture,” Towa coach Kirk 
Ferentz 


said. “When you get guys with that 
“kind of focus and intensity, people will follow 


apy like that.” 


; After his helmet was gone, Tate directed 
his receivers and tried to hit wideout Clinton 
Gee the end zone. 
shows you the type of intensity 
nee Soloman saldi" That's the laid 
of guy you want to go to war with every day. 
“You get your helmet knocked off and 
“you're still trying to make a play downfield; 


‘ yeue stares who has a lot of heart. 


eee peas to try to win.” 


The helmetless play won over a lot of peo- 
ple, Players always say their quarterback is 
their leader. But whether they. believe it or not 
is impossible to tell. 

“T talked to people who watched the game 
and said the helmet went all the way around 
on the other side,” Tate said. “I don’t know if 
the guy's fingernail did it (cut his face). 
Ie might've been the glove. I think the cuts on 
the inside ga oscar ve ingriiainee 
aera 

After that play, oman ee team- 
mates believed. 

After that play, Tate’s credibility grew. His 
teammates rallied. lowa’s offense, a struggling 
unit and a big reason for lowa’s 2-2 record 
after the loss at Michig 1n, came together. 

After that pig Tate and the Hawkeyes 
took off. 

They didn't lose again, finishing 10-2 with 


a piece of the Big Ten title and a thrilling, 


Capital One Bowl Victory on Tate’ ridicu- 
lously dramatic 56-yard to uchdown pass to 
wideout Warren. Holloway as ate ran out. 

This time, the enduring TV image was of 
Lae Bote Core edict to gree UA aN 


Siiata oBcalise Footbal, a, truly a special 
moment of the bowl season. 

“He has a little magic to him,” Ferentz 
said. 

The 6-0, 185-pounder completed 62 per- 


cent of his passes (233 of 375) Sore eg 
ing eidey Nate Lash world of Texas high 


first-team. ie es iss He 38 com- 


ee were the third most in lowa OR 


His 2,786 yards were fifth all-time. 


He is the third Iowa quarterback to pass 
for 20 TDs or more, joining Chuck Long and — 
Brad Banks, a pair of Heisman Trophy run- 
ners-up. 

Why a quarterback would finish a play 
without a helmet — never mind that the play 
wouldn't have counted because it was consid- 


ered dead after Tate lost his helmet — needs 


some exploration. 

Tate was the little brother growing up in 
_a football family. 

He played quarterback for his stepdad, 
Dick Olin, at Lee High School in Baytown, 
Texas. Tate's older brother, Lake, played line- 
backer at Lee and went on to play college 
football at Southwest Texas. 


‘Tate was always the little brother, always _ 


the target of abuse. 

“Well, his brother's friends, those kids, 
darn, they abused him,” Olin said. 

“He's been locked in lockers, he’s been ... 


there are a lot of things that have been done to 


him that you can't really mention in the paper. 
It was self-preservation, so he would learn.” 

The tough-on-the-inside part also came 
from his Baytown days. 

He didn’t yet shave. He was a 5-10 fresh- 
man, maybe 150 pounds. And he was the 
coach's stepson. 

This is how Tate made his debut in the 
bending, finger-pointing, second-guess-— 


school football: 


Freshman quarterback, Class 5A Texas 
prep football, stepdad for a coach. 

“First of all, you get the criticism that 
you're starting him because he’s your son,” 
Olin said. “You have to absorb that and get 
beyond it.” 

Tate completed five of 12 passes in that 
first game, a Lee High victory. 

“That is a pressure situation, when you're 
the coach's son and you have to play at 
a young age like that,” Ferentz said. “You're 
kind of putting it out there. I’m sure he's 
heard a lot about that.” 

Four years later, Tate set Texas career 
records for completions (970), attempts 
(1,576), yards (12,180), touchdown passes 
(113) and touchdown passes in a half (7). 

“The thing that people never saw was the 
amount of time Drew put into being a quar- 
terback,” Olin said. “In elementary school, 
Drew was our ballboy and he would take tape 
of our quarterbacks and break it down. The 
kid has always been into it.” 

Tate remembers his first game for 
Baytown. He doesn’t remember the nerves or 


the pressure ... he remembers his performance 


2005 


and the victory. 

“There were a lot of people that said, He's 
only out there because his dad’s the coach,’ 
and all this and that,” Tate said. “People say- 
ing that stuff weren't in the program. People 
in the program knew how I was and what 
kind of person I was and that I could get the 
job done. 

“You don't listen to what's said. You just 
focus on you.” 

After the Hawkeyes lost five running backs 
to injury last season, Tate became the focus of 
lowa’s offense. Going into Week Five against 
Michigan State, offensive coordinator Ken 
O'Keefe wanted 70 percent pass and 30 per- 
cent run, a drastic departure from Iowa's run- 
first mentality. 

That was the day Iowa's offense jumped on 
Drew Tate’s back. 

Tate completed 25 of 36 passes for 340 
yards and a touchdown in a 38-16 rout of 
Michigan State. He controlled the game, 
completing 10 consecutive passes in the third 
quarter. The 340 yards marked the first 300- 
yard game for an lowa quarterback since 
2000. 


“He's a very athletic guy. The scheme is 


good for a guy like that,” Michigan State 
coach John L. Smith said. “He butchered us.” 

In his six years as Iowa's offensive coordi- 
nator, O’Keefe has had six starting quarter- 
backs. He’s had playmakers and pocket 
passers. What sets Tate apart is vision, being 
able to see what's happening downfield and 
maintaining that focus when the play is crash- 
ing down around him. 

“One of the things he can do that a lot of 
guys aren't able to is once he’s moving, he can 
still get the ball to guys,” O’Keefe said. “Some 
guys can't move at all. Some guys can move, 
but then they can't see anything going on 
down the field. 

“He’s one of the guys who can do both and 
put the ball where it needs to be. He’s good at 
that.” 

With the victories, numbers and resiliency, 
Tate has earned respect. That intangible might 
be as big as any touchdown pass. 

“Tm not going to change the way I play,” 
said Tate, a junior. “Everybody I’ve played 
with knows I've got them and I take care of 
them. And I think they'd go to war with me.” 

Theyd probably prefer Tate play with 
a helmet. 
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2004 Big 10 Leaders 
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PASSING EFFICIENCY ATT cMP PCT YDS TD RATING INTERCEPTIONS G NO YDS 1D IPG 
Kyle Orton, Purdue 389 236 60.7 3090 31 151.1 Kelvin Hayden, Illinois 1] 4 84 1 0.36 
Drew Tate, lowa 375 233 62.1 2786 20 134.7 Calvin Lowry, Penn State 11 4 74 0 0.36 
Chad Henne, Michigan 399 240 60.2 2743 25 132.6 Anwar Phillips, Penn State 11 4 47 0 0.36 
Drew Stanton, Michigan State 220 14] 64.1 1601 8 131.8 Ashton Youboty, Ohio State 12 4 83 0 0.33 
Matt LoVecchio, Indiana 271 153 56.5 1951 13 127.6 Antwan Allen, lowa 12 4 54 0 0.33 
Bryan Cupito, Minnesota 261 123 47.1 2097 14 127.0 Jovon Johnson, lowa 12 4 13 0 0.33 
Zack Mills, Penn State 268 155 57.8 1722 9 113.9 Sean Considine, lowa 10 3 62 0 0.30 
Brett Basanez, Northwestern 460 247 53.7 2838 12 110.2 Markus Curry, Michigan 1 3 5] 0 0.27 
John Stocco, Wisconsin 321 169 52.6 1999 9 109.8 Chad Greenway, lowa 12 3 54 1 0.25 
RUSHING Att YDS AVG YDs/G Jim Leonhard, Wisconsin 12 3 38 0 0.25 
Michael Hart, Michigan 282 1455 52 121.2 SCORING D xP i Ps mie 
pe! besa is Seal ae eH ae ey Dave Rayner, Michigan State 0 39 22 105 8.8 
aurence Maroney, Minnesota 5 Mi ; 4 } } 
Marion Brber Il, Miresok 231 1269 55 1058 Mies Subblebele Lae i " a as 5 
Pierre Thomas, Illinois 152 893 59 81.2 Garrett Rivas, Michigan 0 7 19 94 78 
BJ Green-Ellis, Indiana 231 794 4 72.2 eee S 5 
Kyle Schlicher, lowa 0 29 2) 92 77 
Tony Hunt, Penn State 169 777 46 70.6 hH 15 0 0 90 75 
Drew Stanton, Michigan State 96 687 7.2 68.7 Noch Herron, Northwestern ; 
DeAndra Cobb, Michigan State 96 728 76 60.7 Braylon Edwards, Michigan 15 0 0 90 7.5 
Jason Teague, Michigan State 150 688 46 57.3 Rhys Lloyd, Minnesota 0 43 12 79 6.6 
Ben Jones, Purdue 0 49 10 79 6.6 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS YDs/G PUNTING NO YDS AVG RECEIVING G REC YDS 1D YDS/G 
Kyle Orton, Puri 469 3202 291.1 Brandon Fields, Michigan State 50 2394 47.9 Braylon Edwards, Michigon 12 97 1330 15 1108 
Brett Basanez, Northwestern 543 3096 258.0 Steve Weatherford, Illinois 57 2589 45.4 Toor Stubblefield, Purdve 12 89 1095 16 91.2 
Drew Stanton, Michigan State 316 2288 2288 Adam Finley, Michigan 64 275) 43.0 Clinton Solomon, lowa 12 58 905 6 75.4 
Drew Tate, lowa Ab4 2710 2258 Kyle Turano, Ohio State 65 2780 42.8 Courtney Roby, Indiana I | S54 810 7 73.6 
Chad Henne, Michigan 454 2606 217.2 Jeremy Kopinos, Penn State 6] 2549 41.8 Santonio Holmes, Ohio St. 12 55 769 7 64.1 
Matt LoVecchio, Indiana 364 2063 187.5 Ken DeBauche, Wisconsin 57 2380 41.8 Kendrick Jones, Illinois || 47 687 S) 1.625 
Zack Mills, Penn State 319 1794 179.4 Tyson Beattie, Indiana 65 2684 41.3 Ed Hinkel, lowa 12 63 744 7 62.0 
yo Cupito, Minnesota 290 2139 178.2 David Bradley, lowa 65 2633 40.5 Ernie Wheelwright, Minn, 12 30 654 7 54.5 
in Stocco, Wisconsin 377 1979 164.9 Dave Brytus, Purdue 53 2120 40.0 Michael Robinson, Penn St. 9 33 485 3 53.9 
Michael Hart, Michigan 282 1455 121.2 Rhys Uoyd, Minnesota 56 2231 39.8 Kyle Ingraham, Purdue 25 to) 624 7 52.0 
TEAM 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS YDS/G KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG 
Michigan State 899 5520 460.0 Wisconsin 756 3495 291.2 Indiana 27 758 28.1 
Purdue 910 5358 446.5 Penn State 753 3207 291.5 Purdue 3] 772 24,9 
Minnesota 841 5260 438.3 lowa 816 3526 293.8 Michigan 37 911 24.6 
Northwestern 909 4913 409.4 Ohio State 874 3984 332.0 Ohio State 31 735 23,7 
Michigan 896 4638 386.5 Michigan 811 4035 336.2 Michigan State 40 933 23.3 
Illinois 760 3718 338.0 Purdue 839 4143 345.2 Mlinois 40 929 23.2 
Wisconsin 857 3937 328.1 Michigan Stote 835 4577 381.4 Northwestern 44 994 22.6 
Ohio State 751 3850 320.8 Northwestern 921 4692 391.0 Minnesota 29 538 18.6 
Indiana 763 3526 320.5 Minnesota 875 4760 396.7 lowa 29 532 18.3 
lowa 813 3752 N27 Minois 821 4663 423.9 Wisconsin 3] 561 18.1 
Penn State 720 3418 3107 Indiona 805 4985 453,2 Penn Stole 3] 542 17.5 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS NO YDS AVG 
Purdue 12 381 31.8 Penn State ii 168 15.3 Ohio State 37 602 16.3 
Michigan 12 370 30.8 Wisconsin 12 185 15.4 lowa 38 521 13.7 
Minnesota 12 361 30.1 Purdue 12 206 17.2 Michigan 31 413 13.3 
Michigan State 12 353 29.4 lowa 12 211 17.6 Wisconsin 38 466 12.3 
Northwestern 12 295 24.6 Ohio State 12 219 18.2 Northwestern 27 288 10.7 
lowa 12 292 24.3 Minnesota 12 273 22.8 Indiana 22 220 10.0 
Ohio State 12 290 24.2 Michigan 12 279 23.2 Illinois 31 284 9.2 
Indiana YW 262 23.8 Michigan State 12 326 27.2 Michigon State 4l 352 8.6 
Illinois Y 240 21.8 Northwestern 12 342 28.5 Penn State 30 238 79 
Wisconsin 12 249 20.8 Illinois in} 323 29.4 Minnesota 20 142 7.1 
Penn State in] 195 17.7 Indiana VW 343 31.2 Purdue 32 167 5.2 
RUSHING OFFENSE ATT YDS YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE ATT YDS YDS/G NET PUNTING NO AVG RET YDS/R NET 
Minnesota 572 3082 256.8 lowa 392 1110 92.5 Ghio State 49 427 23 3.3 39.4 
Michigan State 500 2862 238.5 Purdue 405 1264 105.3 Minis 51 44.9 23 64 38.5 
Northwestern 446 2065 172.1 Wisconsin 387 1488 124.0 Penn State 52 43.3 23 5.0 38.3 
Wisconsin 532 1931 160.9 Penn State 443 1422 129.3 Indiana 57 41.6 25 32) “37.7 
Michigan 481 1843 153.6 Ohio State 444 1565 130.4 Minnesota 4] 41.0 20 35 37.6 
Illinois 406 1686 153.3 Minnesota 424 1568 130.7 Michigan 42 42.0 17 52 369 
Ohio State 44) 1745 145.4 Michigan 440 1600 133.3 Wisconsin 39 40.2 17 47 3546 
Indiana 470 1477 134.3 Northwestern 467 1671 139.2 Purdue 48 37.2 18 3.0 343 
Penn State 367 1429 129.9 Michigan State 467 2069 172.4 Michigan State 35 43.3 18 91 343 
Purdue 424 1504 125.3 Illinois 462 2137 194.3 lowa 4) 37.9 21 4) 33.8 
lowa 428 871 72.6 Indiana 429 2164 196.7 Northwestern 56 37.6 28 Se cay 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT COMP YDS YDS/G PASSING DEFENSE ATT COMP INT YDS TD YDS/PG TURNOVERS +FUM INT TOTAL-FUM INT TOTAL GAME 
Purdue 486 297-3854: 321.2 Penn State 310 75 16 1785 5 162.3 lowa 13° 13 26 5 9 14 1.50 
lowa 385 239 = 2881 = 240.1 Wisconsin 369 180 11 2007 13 167.2 Wisconsin ae ce 15 6 6 12 0.38 
Northwestern 463 249 «2848 «=. 237.3 lowa 424 234. «(17 «2416 «15 =~ 201.3 Northwestern ee: 10 ] Z 8 0,25 
Michigan 415 248 2795 = 232.9 Ohio State 430 240 #15 2419 15 201.6 Penn State Ful 13 18 K! 13 16 0.25 
Michigan Stote 399 234 «©2658 =221.5 Michigon 371 207 «+16 «#2435 «+14 = # 202.9 Minnesota er i 2 7 9 0.25 
Indiana 293 162 2049 186.3 Michigan Stote 368 202 8 2508 15 209.0 Indiona aS 9 2 7 9 0,00 
Illinois 354 201 «+2032 «1847 Illinois 359 230 10 2526 20 229.6 Michigan oe 16 11 é 7 13° -0.25 
Minnesota 269 128 «2178 ~=181.5 Purdue 434 24) 8 2879 15 239.9 Ohio Stote halt 12 9 5 14 -0.25 
Penn State 353 182 1989 180.8 Northwestern 454 255 8 3021 25 251.8 Michigan State 4 é 10 2 13 15 -0.62 
Ohio State 310 166 2105 175.4 Indiana 376 212) «11 «2821 25 256.5 Purdue 4.6 10 8 8 16 -0.75 
Wisconsin 325 71 2006S s‘*167.2 Minnesota 451 2 <t2 VSi92 “17 266.0 Illinois 1 6 7 8 5 13. -0.75 


* Bold indicates retuming players. 
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3-8 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (T-10th) 


Ron Zook — At Illinois: 1st year; 
overall: 23-14 overall, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 2eehn” 
16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Pierre Thomas, TE Melvin Bryant, 
DE Xavier Fulton, DT Scott Norwell, 
SS Morris Virgil 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


) Powered by Thomas, Illinois has a chance 
to have a decent running game, if it can 
pass well enough to prevent opponents 
from stacking the box. The safeties, — 
who have been overworked in recent 
years, are experienced and capable. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


There will be a big learning curve with 
a new coach, Mix in a quarterback job 
that’s up in the air and a defense that 
has been wobbly for years, and Zook 

could be in for a tough ride in his first 
season, 


QB Jon Beutjer, QB Brad Bower, 
OL Duke Preston, OL Bucky Babcock, 
LB Matt Sinclair, LB Mike Gawalek 


Zook is energetic, but until he restocks 
the roster, Illinois faces the prospect of 
difficult Saturdays, particularly in a Big 
Ten that sent six teams to bowls and had 
two more knocking on the postseason 
door. If Zook can live up to his reputation 
as a recruiter, Illinois could come back. 
But that's not likely this fall. 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit www. illinois.rivals.com > 
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Pied Piper Zook Takes Control in Champaign 


Early in spring practice, new coach 
Ron Zook ran up to Kendrick Jones. 
Illinois’ top receiver clearly was struggling 
with all the changes swirling in his head. 

“Let me see your hands,” Zook said to 
Jones, who held them up. “When are you 
going to start using them?” 

Jones got the point. 

“He was messing with me,” Jones said, 
“but it helped to hear those words. I felt 
like he was sincere. He was kind of moti- 
vating me to get it going.” 

Zook is trying to establish a rapport 
with his new team to speed the process of 
getting this program back off the ground. 

“In the first couple of practices, he 
couldn't catch a cold,” the new coach 
said. “He was thinking. And when you're 
thinking, it slows you down. He's going 
to get better. He has a chance to be a spe- 
cial guy for us.” 

And so goes the transition from Ron 
Turner, who failed to capitalize on Illinois’ 
2001 conference championship by bring- 
ing in enough talent to get it done in the 
increasingly competitive Big Ten. 

Turner, an offensive-scheme expert 
who has returned to the Chicago Bears’ 
offensive-coordinator job he held before 
he came to Illinois, took a business-like 
approach that emphasized his ability to 
prepare players for the NFL. 

After failing to live up to the impossi- 
bly high standards Steve Spurrier set at 


Florida, Zook arrived at Illinois with 


a reputation as a recruiting whiz who will 
take more of an in-your-face approach to 
motivating his players. 

Is he the right choice to get Illinois 
going in the right direction? Time will 
tell. But after seeing Illinois come up 
short with defensive guru Lou Tepper, 
and offensive genius Turner, athletic 
director Ron Guenther has reached for 
a pied piper. 

Recruiting players to Illinois is very 
different from recruiting them to a tradi- 
tional power like Florida. But Illinois, 
which has grown accustomed to losing 
top Chicago-area recruits to other Big 
Ten schools, Notre Dame and national 
powers, is hoping Zook can change that 
trend. 

In the meantime, Zook, an Ohio 
native whose Midwestern roots also make 
him a potentially good fit at Illinois, 
is going about the business of fashioning 
a team from the returnees who went 4-19 
the past two seasons. 

“Any time you put in a new system, 
there's a little bit of confusion,” Zook 
said. “But overall, I've been impressed. 
We have a long way to go. But that’s why 


you practice.” 


OFFENSE 


The first order of business is settling 
on a quarterback. 
That was complicated by the depar- 


ture of Brad Bower, who would have been 
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a sophomore. Bower, who left the team 
for personal reasons, made four starts last 
season. 

Junior Tim Brasic, who ran a wide- 
open shotgun attack in high school that is 
similar to the offense Zook is installing, 
emerged as the frontrunner in the spring. 
But mobile redshire freshman Kisan 
Flakes also had a good spring. Redshirt 
freshman Billy Garza and junior Chris 
Pazan could move into the mix this fall. 

Brasic did not play last season and 
attempted only one pass in two brief 
appearances in 2003. Pazan made his lone 
start against Northwestern last season. 

Pierre Thomas, one of Illinois' few 
bright spots last season, figures to be the 


starting tailback, the team's strongest 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 153.3 ypy rushing (6th Big Ten/62nd NCAA), 184.7 passing (7th/85th), 338.0 total offense (6th/B6th), 21.8 ppg(Sth/88th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Tim Brasic Jr. Flourished because of familiarity with no-huddle and shotgun _Kisan Flakes, Fr. 
RB Pierre Thomas Jr. Blossomed as a dangerous all-around back last fall. E.B. Halsey, Jr. 

FB Jason Davis* Sr.  Modern-style fullback can rush, catch, block. Russ Weil, Fr. 

WR Kendrick Jones*  Sr._—_— Best deep threat, top returnee. Franklin Payne, Jr.* 


DaJuan Warren So. 
TE Melvin Bryant* Je 
{T J.J. Simmons” Je. 
LG Martin O'’Donnell* So. 
C Matt Maddox* J. 
RG James Ryan So. 
RT —_ Jim LaBonte So. 


Converted QB has good size, decent speed. 

Could emerge as important difference-maker. 

Has a chance to be a good anchor. 

Highly regarded, and in second year as starter. 
Moving from RG to C; most experienced OL returnee. 
Moved from backup OT, has good size. 

Key reserve at LT last season moves to starting job. 


Frank Lenti, So. 

JR. Kramer, Fr. 

Ryan McDonald. Fr. 
Ben Amundsen, So. 
Kyle Schnettgoecke, Sr. 
Dan Motuliak, Fr. 
Andrew Burke, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 194.3 ypg rushing (10th Big Ten/94th NCAA), 229.6 passing(7th/79th), 423.9 total defense (10th/97th), 28.4 ppg(10th/79th) 


STAATER 
DE Xavier Fulton So. 
DT Ryan Matha* Sr. 
DT Chris Norwell’ So. 
DE — Derek Walker Fr. 
Anthony Thornhill’ So. 
Remond Willis Fr. 


COMMENT 


MLB 


An Erasmus James-type; had fine freshman start. 
Two-year starter should be a defensive anchor. 

A freshman starter might be team’s most athletic DL. 
Good size, could develop with experience. 

Shared an OLB spot with Leman last year. 

Great speed, very athletic; lacks experience. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Scott Moss, Sr. 

Adam Wilk, Jr. 

Josh Nortis, St. 
Cyrus Garrett, Jr. 
Walter Mendenhall, Fr. 
Joe Mele, So.* 


OLB J. Leman So. Toughness, good instincts as five-game starter in 2003. Sam Carson, Fr. 
CB Alan Ball* Jr. Lean two-year starter has good speed. Sharriff Abdullah, Jr. 
CB Charles Bailey So. Showed good instincts in impressive freshman debut. James Cooper, Sr. 


SS Justin Harrison* So 
FS Morris Virgil* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


position. Junior E.B. Halsey also will see 
a lot of carries and might line up at wide- 
out at times. If incoming freshman 
Rashard Mendenhall lives up to his press 
clippings, he's also likely to see the ball. 

Senior Kendrick Jones heads a group 
of wideouts who don't dazzle, but could 
be capable. Junior Lonnie Hurst, who 
started as a true freshman but has been 
limited by a variety of injuries, also has 
potential. Sophomore DaJuan Warren, 
junior Franklin Payne and freshman 
Bryant Creamer will have opportunities. 

At tight end, junior Melvin Bryant has 
the athleticism to become an important 
contributor on an offense looking for 
playmakers. 


Three starters return on the line, 


Top returning tackler, was a freshman All-American. 
Most physical DB, expected to be a talented leader. 


Kevin Mitchell, So. 
Jody Ellis, Fr. 


which has some promising young talent. 
Matt Maddox, a two-year starter at right 
guard, moves to center. JJ Simmons 
returns at left and Martin 
O'Donnell is back at left guard. 


tackle 


DEFENSE 


Linebackers and linemen who can 
excel in the Big Ten have been rare com- 
modities at Illinois in recent years. Zook 
will try to reverse that trend through 
recruiting. 

For now, the Illini will try to make do 
with a linebacker corps that’s savvy in 
places, but basically undersized, and 
defensive linemen who are capable, but 
often are overmatched against the massive 


blockers top Big Ten teams tend to have. 
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CLASS SREFIKGOM7) 


rivals.com 
Committments 
Average Stars 


4 4 I am really excited about the group we have signed this year. This coaching staff worked as 
hard as I have ever seen to put together a class of character young men who will truly repre- 
sent Illinois both on the field and off. We feel that the response from the high school coaches 
was extremely positive. We had a short window to work with, but many quality athletes wel- 
comed us into their homes and listened to what the University had to offer. The kids we 
signed today are 100 percent committed to having success here at Illinois. 


Ron Zook on the Illini recruiting class of 2005 


Rashard Mendenhall, RB 

Highly-ranked running back enrolled in school last January and went 
through spring practice with the Illini team. Nagged by a hamstring 
injury as a senior, but when healthy is as talented a back as there is in 
the country. Breakaway back who is a threat to score every time he 
touches the ball. 


THE SLEEPER 


Derrick McPhearson, WR 


The 6-1 former prep All-American had to spend a year at Fork Union 
to improve his grades. Acrobatic receiver could be the deep threat 
Illinois desperately needs this fall. Originally committed to Zook when 
| he was at Florida and followed him to Illinois. 


National Rank; 51 BIG 10; 8 


Greg McClendon, WR 

Illinois coaches first saw McClendon, 
a versatile player who can play several 
positions, last summer at the Florida 
camp. He played QB, running back and 
receiver as a senior, but the Illini see 
him as a flex tight end that could see 
plenty of time at that position next fall. 
His natural athletic talent and his 
desire could make him a candidate to 
earn early playing time. 


COOGEE (TEES 


The Fighting Illini had a big year landing line- 
backers and wide receivers this recruiting 
season so that will not be a high priority next 
year. Illinois will be looking for a quarterback 
every year, just like the rest of the teams 
across the country, but will certainly need to 
find some top running backs and linemen on 
both sides of the ball. 


Ismail Abdunafi, DT 

Chose the Illini over Texas A&M after a signing day tug of war. 
Defensive tackle is a huge position of need for Illinois and Abdunafi 
should be a starter at the position from day one. Last year, he was an 
exceptional run-stuffer, pass-rusher despite being double-teamed on 


every play. 


TF SIEMLONMERS GF Mf T 


KG GHAI TELS 


Hometown School 


ABDUNAFI, Ismail oT 6-4, 295 000 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield College 
First-team junior college All-America... Named the Most Valuable Player of the Western State Conference... First-team All-State and All- 
California, Recorded 70 tackles, 25 for loss, along with 12 quarterback pressures and four passes batted down... Set Bakersfield reg- 
ular season record with 15 sacks... Bench presses 400 pounds and squats 595. Clocked at a 4.9 40-yard dash... Chose Illinois over 
offers from Texas A&M, Michigan State and Washington. 


BERGEN, Will OL §-6,250 Tampa, Fl Middleton 
Three-time football captain wes named National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame Scholar Athlete in 2004... Earned his team's 
Offensive Player of the year Award as a junior... Helped his team to a 2004 4-A District Championship... Four-time National Honor 
Society and three-time National Technical Honor Society member... Chose Illinois over South Carolina and lowa State. 


BLALOCK, Pau! OB 6-0, 190 eoo0 Aurora, ltl Waubonsie Valtey 
Passed for 2,130 yards and 15 touchdowns during his senior season... Ranked as the 26th-best athlete in the state of Illinois by 
Rivals.com... Rated the nation’s 30th-best quarterback by Rivals.com... Also rushed for 550 yards and another 13 touchdowns... Holds 
single game school records for completions (26) and passing yards (406)... Is the school's career leader in total offense (5,832), pass- 
ing yards (4,572) and touchdoven passes (27). 


BLOCK, Eric L 6-3, 282 New Orleans, La. Jesuit 
Named first-team All-Conterence, All-Area. and All-State... Picked as one of the top 20 players in the New Orleans area by the Times 
Picayune... Earned All-District, All-Region and All-League honors as a junior... Bench presses 375 pounds and squats 550 pounds... 
Chose Iillinois over South Carolina, Army and Southern Miss. 


CHU, |MMANUEL L 6-2, 263 oo Woodstock, Ga. Woodstock 
Recorded 70 tackles, 16 for loss, five sacks and two forced and recovered fumbles as a senior.. First player in Woodstock High history 
to start 40 games at the varsity level... Was the county's Defensive Player of the Year and member of the County Super 6 team... All- 
County selection as a junior and senior... Also named to the All-Region and All-Area teams... Chose Illinois over Purdue, Georgia Tech. 
Memphis and Middle Tennessee State 


DAVIS, WILL WR 6-3, 235 oo Greenbelt, Md. Eleanor Roosevelt 
Started on both sides of the bail... Earned first-team All-State, All-Melro, All-League, and All-County honors... Nemed.to the Maryland 
Super 44 All-Star team and the P.G. County North All-Star team... Averaged over 28 yards per reception as a senior... Mada 21 recep- 
tions for 579 yards and 10 touchdowns as a wide receiver... Also recorded 136 tackles and 24 sacks on defense... Lettered two years 
in football and track and one year in basketball... Chose Illino’s over UConn, Boston College and Virginia. 


DERVIL, Guesly OB 5-11, 180 000 Jacksonville, Fla Ed White 
Rated as Rivals.com’s 32nd best athlete... Made 85 tackles as a senior... Had three interceptions and broke up 12 passes... Played as 
a receiver, recording 23 receptions for 345 yards and four touchdowns... Played in the CaliFlorida Bow at Miami's Orange Bowl... 
Brother, Guerin, currently plays football at NC State... Chose Illinois over Alabama, Nebraska and West Virginia... Played for current 
Wini assistant coach Dan Disch at Ed White High School until Disch left for the University of Florida. 


HUDSON. KYLE WR 5-11, 165 °o Mattoon, ttl. Mattoon 
Played receiver and defensive back as a senior... Averaged 15.9 yards per reception... Also recorded 25 solo tackles and four intercep- 
tions, returning two for touchdowns... Three-time All-Area and All-Conference... Earned special mention All-State honors as\a Senior... 
Eamed letters in football, basketball, track and baseball... In 2003, tied the state playotf record with three interceptions in one game... 
Chose Illinois over offers from Toledo, Ball State, Bowfing Green and Northern Illinois. 


McCLENDON, GREG WR 6-2, 207 Columbus, Ga Carver 
AS a running back, ran for over 1,300 yards as a senior... Named first team All-Conference and All-Area... Averaged 5.7 yards per carry 
as a junior, rushing for 1,030 yards for 10 touchdowns, caught 20 passes for 395 yards and one score... Honorable mention All-State 
as a senior... Was named his team’s most outstanding player as a freshman... Played quarterback and running back in high school, 
but recruited to play wide receiver at Illinois... Chose IWiinois over Troy State and Central Florida. 


McPHEARSON, DERRICK WR 6-1, 195 eoo°o Hyattsville, Md. Fork Union Academy 
Ranked 11th among prep school prospects by Rivals.com... Signed with’Ron Zook’s Florida program in 2004, but didn't quality aca- 
demically and attended Fork inion Academy Prep School... Recorded 38 receptions for 778 yards and eight touchdowns in 2003 as 

@ senior at DeMatha High School... Also returned two kickoffs for touchdowns, registered 23 tackles and three Interceptions in limited 
defensive play... Benche presses 320 pounds and squats 50 with a 38-anch vertical jump. 


2005 


Hometown 


MENDENHALL, RASHARD RB 6-0, 190 e000 Skokie, Ill Niles West 
Named to Rivals Top-100 team... Averaged 9.1-yards par carry as a senior, rushing for 1,453 yards on 160 attempts and 14 touch- 
downs... Rated the No. 1 running back and overall prospect in the state of Illinois by Rivals.com... As 2 junior, rushed for 1,832 yards 
and 19 touchdowns, while averaging 11.6 yards per carry... Recorded 1,300 yards and 21 scores 2s a sophomore... Verbally commit 
ted to Illinois before his junior season... Was a three-year All-Central Suburban Conference selection for football and two-time pick for 
track... Older brother, Walter, is currently a member of the Mini football team... Enrolled early to the University of Illinois and will go 
through spring drills with the team. 


MILLER, BRIT LB 6-1, 230 ooo Decatur, lil Eisenhower 
Ranked 37th among linebackers by Rivals.com... AS a senior, ied his team in tackles, tackles for loss and sacks... Hamed to All- 
Conference and All-County teams as a quarterback, running back and linebacker in high school. Rushed for 1.249 yards and 19 scores 
his senior year... Ran the option and had 1,106 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns’as a junior... Also had 105 tackles and 10 sacks 
from his tinebacker position... Is Eisenhower's all-time leading rusher... Recorded 243 tackles between his junior and senior season... 
State track quatifier in the 4x100, 4x200, shot put and discus... Chose Illinois over offers from Northern Illinois, Missouri and Indiana. 


NABOLOTHY, MIKE TE 6-6, 240 oo Glenview, Il Glenbrook South 
Senior captain averaged 16 yards per catch at tight end.. Earned All-Area honors from the Chicago Sun-Times in 2004... Named Special 
Mention All-State by the Chicago Tribune and the Illinois High School Coaches Association... First-team All-Star by Pioneer Press. 
Started every game at offensive guard as a junior... Chose |ifinois over offers from Norhtwestern, Northern Illinois and indiana, 


PILCHER, DOUG E 6-5, 230 ooo Hinsdale, If Hinsdale Central 
Made 97 tackles, 21 for loss, and 18 sacks 2s 2 senior... Named to the Chicago Sun-Times Area Top 20 Prospacts list... Eamed All- 
State, All-Area and All-Conference honors his senior year... Senior captain also caught nine balls for 84 yards and two touchdowns... 
Recorded 26 career sacks for a school record, breaking his brother Steve's mark... Boch parents attended Illinois and his brother is 
currently attending... Chose lllinais over Wisconsin. 


PITTMAN, RODNEY LB 6-2, 190 oo Fort Washington, Md. Friendly 
Accounted for 132 tackles, eight sacks and interceptions in 2004... Earned All-State honors as a senior... Earned All-County honors 
from the Washington Post... Rated the No. 56 prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com... Played both linebacker and defensive line as 

a senior, as well as tight end... For his career, he totaled 270 tackles, 22 sacks and 36 quarterback hurries 


PORTER, SAM LB/DE 6-1, 221 ooo Chicago. Il. Morgan Park 
Made 127 tackles, 12 for Joss, as a senior... Also had 11 sacks... Ranked the 31st-best defensive end by Rivals.com... Named an Illinois 
Top 30 football prospect by the Chicago Sun-Times and Rivals.com... Chose Illinois aver Ball State, Northern Iilinois and Michigan State. 


SCOTT, TREVOR OL 6-3, 270 oo Fort Valley, Ga. Peach County 
Three-year high schoo! starter... Helped lead 2004 team to a 13-2 record and class 4-AAA state semifinals... As a junior, helped team to 
state championship game... Aided team in scoring aver 60 points on three occasions during senior season... Chose Ifinois over 
UConn. South Florida and Southern Mississipp!. 


SMITH, RAHKEEM iB 6-1, 213 ooo Lombard, til. Willowbrook 
Ranked the 19th-best prospect in the state of \flinois and the 52nd-bes! outside linebacker In the nation by Rivals.com... Recorded 82 
tackles and seven sacks as-a senior with thre fumble recoveries, two forced fumbles and seven tackles for loss... Led the team in 
rushing with 783 yards on 146 carries, scoring ning touchdowns... Brother, Tramell, Is a middle distance runner on the Illinois track 
team... Chose Iifinois over Pitt and Indiana. 

James Rickards 


WALKER, TREMAYNE = DT. Tallahassee, Fla. 


6-3, 285 oo 
First team All-Big Bend conference as a senior... Played in first annual Taleco Senior Bowl in Tallahassee... Named school’s outstanding 
defensive lineman junior and senior year... Placed second in both the Big Bend and city weightlifting championships heavyweight divi- 
sion... Three-year letter winner in football... Chose Illinois over Ole Miss, Central Florida, Kansas State and UCLA. 


WILLIAMS, SIROD DE 6-2, 226 oo Garfield Heights, Ohio Garfield Heights 
Recorded 70 tackles, including 30 solos as a senior... Had 11 sacks and 11 tackles for loss in 2004... Registered 14 quarterback pres- 

‘sures and caused and recovered two fumbles... Ranked 37th-best recrult in the state of Ohio by Rivals.com... Posted 171 career tack- 

Jes and set a school record with 15 sacks... Had 18 career TFLs and 20 pressures... Set school records in the weight room with a 300 
power clean, 35-inch vertical jump and a 3,85 shuttle run... Chose Illinois over lowa, Kansas, Arizona State, Pitt and Michigan State. 
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Name fi R class §©=Hometown 


Sharriff Abdullah 
Kyle Adams 
Ben Amundsen 


Detroit, MI 


Naperville 
Moline 


Charles Bailey, Jr. Fort Wayne, IN 85 


Alan Ball Detroit, MI 23 
Brad Bower QB 62 210 So Burr Ridge 53 
Arthur Boyd DL 63 265 dr Shaker Heights, OH 3 
Tim Brasic QB 6-2 #185 Jor Riverside 42 
Anthony Brodnax DB O61 #6180) Fr Lithonia, GA Fe, 
Brian Brosnan $ 6-1 205 Sr Chicago ie 
Melvin Bryant TE 165 235. «Js Muncie, IN 

Kambium Buckner DL 64 260 So Chicago = 
Andrew Burk OL 66 290 J Newburgh, IN = 
Sam Carson, III 1B 6-1 285) Woodridge 2 


Name 


Marcus Mason 


Ryan Matha 


Ryan McDonald 


Mark McGoey 
Drew McMahon 


Joe Mele 

Walter Mendenhall 
Kevin Mitchell 
Scott Moss 

Dan Motuliak 
Charles Myles 
Jarvis Newson 


Josh Norris 


6-4 
5-10 
6-2 
6-0 
6-0 
6-3 
6-4 


6-6 


6-0 


James Cooper DB 5-11 200 = Sr South Holland 


Chris Norwell 


Bryant Creamer WR 63 190 Fr Chicago 


Martin O'Donnell 


Jason Davis FB 5-12 220) Sr. St. Louis, MO 
Jody Elis DB 6-1 180)—sFr Evanston 


Kisan Flakes QB 6-1 190 Fr Lovejoy, GA 
Kieron Frazier 


Xavier Fulton DL 65 270 So Flossmoor 


Kevin Gage OL 6-6 285 So Downers Grove 
Billy Garza 62 195 Fr Brownsville, TX 
Zach Gray 63 250 Or Gillman 

Brian Greelakowski 
Bill Guska 


Franklin Payne 
Chris Pazan 
Jason Reda 
Tyler Rouse 
James Ryan 


Kyle Schnettgoecke 


Dominic Shafer 


J.J. Simmons 
Jeff Sobol 


James Stevenson 


$ Hometown 


Pontiac, MD 
Dixon 
Holland, MI 
Wheaton 


Champaign 
Sea Girt, NJ 
Skokie 

Ft. Wayne, IN 
Minooka 
Lafayette, IN 
Chicago 
Decatur, GA 


Springfield 


Cincinnati, OH 


Downers Grove 


Jackson, TN 


Chicago 
Rock Island 


Champaign 
Batavia 


St. Louis, MO 


Centralia 


Mishawaka, IN 


Pevely, MO 


Franklinville, NJ 


43 


85 


Individual Stars 


67 


108 


E.B. Halsey 5-10 200 Jr Elizabeth, NJ 
Justin Harrison 
Lonnie Hurst WR 6-3 195 Jt Detroit, MI 
Justin Tel FB 5-10 225 So Chesterfield, MO 
Spencer Jensen WR 6-0 180 So Lockport 
Kendrick Jones WR 62 180 Sr East St. Louis 
Tyler Keely is 6-1 185 So Oswego 

Kyle Kleckner DB 60 19) St Downers Grove 
Kyle Knezetic is 6-1 215 So Channahon 
Justin Kovach is 6-1 220 So Batavia 


3.R. Kraemer TE 65 220 Fr Wildwood, MO 


Jordan Kruger OL 64 295 Sr Chicago 
Jim LaBonte OL 67 300 So Lombard 
J Leman 1B 6-3) 220 So 

Frank Lenti, Jr. WR 62 180 So Chicago 


Nick Levanti LB 6-0 225 Fr Champaign 
David Lindquist DL 6-4 265 Fr ‘Highland Park 
Matt Maddox OL 6-4 290 Jr Manasquan, NJ 83 


Tackles: 

Interception 

Sacks: Sinclair 4, Cooper 2, Ler 
Tackles for Loss; f 
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Alex Stroud 

Pierre Thomas 
Anthony Thornhill 
Josh Tischer 
Bryan Truttling 
Mark Venegoni 
Morris Virgil 

Derek Walker 
Bryon Waller 
DaJuan Warren 
Steve Weatherford 
Russ Weil 
Steve Whitehill 
Adam Wilk 

Travis Williams 
Remond Willis, IIt 
Andre Young 


6-5 


Danville, CA 
Lynwood 


Morris 


East Chicago, IN 


Gurnee 
Urbana 


Glendale Heights 
South Holland 
Southfield, MI 


Terre Haute, IN 


Minooka 
Champaign 
Lake Zurich 
East Alton 
Lilbourn 


North Augusta, SC 


Results 


y 


on Zook reserved the right to keep open the 
Reacrenen competition in fall camp. But Tim 
Brasic is clearly the frontrunner, based on his 
grasp of Illinois’ no-huddle spread attack. 

“This offense is something I’m really accus- 
tomed to,” said Brasic, who was down on the 
depth chart of Zook’s predecessor, Ron Turner, 
who favored pocket passers. 

“I did nothing but shotgun in high school. I'm 
really confident. In the Big Ten, there aren’t that 
many spread offenses, especially at our pace. 
That's the hardest thing to prepare for, the way we 
get the ball in so quick.” 

Redshirt freshman Kisan Flakes, who has excel- 
lent mobility, shapes up as Brasic’s chief chal- 
lenger. 

“There's still a lot of thinking going on,” Zook 
said. “Tim did a nice job (in the spring), espe- 
cially when it came to taking care of the football. 
But Kisan is a weapon. He's different. We have to 
get him out of the mode of run first, throw sec- 
ond.” 

® While Turner's pro-style West Coast offense 
carried Illinois to the 2001 Big Ten championship, 
the Illini often struggled to get their hands 
around Turner's thick playbook. That’s not expect- 
ed to be a problem under Zook, whose player- 
friendly shotgun is designed to excite players as 
well as fans. 

“There really is a fresh outlook. This team has 
been reborn with Coach Zook,” said linebacker 
J Leman. “It’s not your typical Big Ten offense. If 
I could compare it to one team, I would compare 
it to Northwestern. We often have the shotgun 
with one back, and we run out of that set.” 

© Zook, who likes to give his tight end an 
important role, figures to take advantage of the 
athleticism of 6-5, 230-pound Melvin Bryant, who 
showed he can get downfield by leading all 
receivers with five catches for 70 yards in Illinois’ 
spring game. 

One key will be handling his blocking assign- 
ments. One miss in the spring game led to a fum- 
ble that was returned for a touchdown. 

“Melvin has a chance to be special, but he can’t 
miss blocks,” Zook said. “There were a couple of 
times (in the spring game) when I wanted to 
choke him.” 


"Florida ABM _ 
- Western Michigan 
works 


at Wisconsin 


at Michigan State 
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Photo by Kevin Tanaka /Sportspics 


The secondary has enough experience 
and talent to be competitive at times. The 
weaknesses in the front seven, though, 
will be difficult to overcome. 

To compensate, the Illini have shifted 
between zone and man-to-man schemes. 
In 2001, 
Mike Cassity had a particularly strong 


when first-year coordinator 


secondary, Illinois played more man and 
mixed in a variety of blitzes. When 
injuries set in the following season, 


Cassity reverted to the zone approach 


that his predecessor, Tim Kish, had used 
when he arrived at Illinois with Turner. 

Zook figures to face the same dilemma. 

He has retained defensive coordinator 
Mike Mallory and hired Curt Mallory as 
his defensive backs coach. That gives him 
two sons of Bill Mallory, Zook’s coach at 
Miami of Ohio. But the problem will 
remain the same. Which is the preferred 
way to mask defensive deficiencies? By 
attacking or sitting back? 

Illinois again figures to try both 
approaches, depending on how it feels 
about its personnel and its opponent. 
Until the talent base is upgraded, though, 
the Illini are likely to continue to have 


problems on defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Illinois has a good number of talented 
returnees here. 

Punter Steve Weatherford, a Ray Guy 
Award 


a school-record 45.4 yards, is coming off 


semifinalist who averaged 
an outstanding, though overworked, jun- 
lor season. 

Kicker Jason Reda and long snapper 
Kyle Knezetic also return. Reda, Illinois’ 
first true freshman kicker in 27 years, was 
seven of 12 on field goals and will need to 
improve. 

But the returners are solid. Pierre 
Thomas had 677 kickoff return yards last 
season, a 27.1-yard average, and was 13th 
in the nation in all-purpose yards. Also 


talented is punt returner E.B. Halsey, 


_ carry as a senior and 11.6 


_ yards as a junior. . 
_ the No. 1 recruit in Tlinois 


‘the nation by some publica- 


Should cet cena “of 
‘opportunity, at wide teceiy- 


ans in spring practice. ... 
Arrives at Illinois with eye- 
popping high-school statis- 
tics, “Averaged 9.1 yards a 


. Rated Iyt 
and No. 4 running back in 


tions. ... Has fine speed and 


size, and makes people miss. .. . Should find 


"a role, even though Tllinois is deep at running - 
t pack. . .. Came to Illinois in a package with his 
Drother, Walter, a ie Ses mG | 


UU UUUIE yyy ESS 
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MORRIS VIF7EGIL 


Virgil Knows How 
to Have Fun... 
and Lead 


Like most college players in his 
situation, Morris Virgil didn’t want to 
see his coach go. 

“Tt’s unfortunate,” he said. 

“Because coach (Ron) Turner was 
a good coach and a good person. 
I had a good relationship with him. 
But change is sometimes good. And 
this change has been great for me so 
far. We're all just kind of getting to 
know each other and getting into it.” 


FF OF LluLUe 


And Virgil, a strong safety who 
grew up in foster homes until finding 
stability with an adopted father when 
he was in fifth grade, has been 
through much more difficult changes 
and managed to keep a very positive 
attitude. 

New coach Ron Zook, who is count- 
ing on Virgil to help anchor a defense 
that has struggled in recent years, 
likes what he sees in the fifth-year 
senior, who seems genuinely excited 
about playing for a new coach. 

“He's a leader,” Zook said. “I like 
guys that like to practice, that like to 
have fun, that'll come up and hit me 
on the butt. I like guys that enjoy it. 
Football's a hard game. If you don’t 
have fun some of the time, it makes it 
miserable.” 

New strength coach Lou Hernandez 
already has had a big impact on the 
5-10, 203-pound Virgil, who said he 
gained six pounds despite losing three 
pounds of fat in the first six weeks of 
working out with Hernandez. 

Virgil also likes Zook’s hands-on 
approach to his new players. 

“Coach Z is more of a talker,” Virgil 
said. “Coach Turner was kind of a laid- 
back guy. He’d call you over to the side 
and tell you what you need to do. 

“Coach Z gets up in you and says, 
‘This is how it’s going to be done. 
If you can’t do it, go to the sideline 
and we'll get somebody else: I’m good 
at taking coaching, so I like that. If he 
calls me out, it’s because he wants to 
see me do well.” 

Zook, who's spending time in the 
locker room with his players and 
encouraging them to dial his cell 
phone, knows it’s a two-way street. 

“They have to prove themselves to 
us, but we have to prove ourselves to 
them,” he said. “I believe that in my 
heart. We have to show them we're 
going to be demanding, but we're also 
going to be there for them. Sometimes 
that’s hard for guys to believe.” 

Virgil is an early believer. 


who averaged 8.4 yards. Morris Virgil 
and Marcus Mason, also are capable vet- 


eran kickoff returners. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


In a transition year that figures to be 
very difficult, there are no gimmes. But 
the first two games, at home against 
Rutgers and San Jose State, shape up as 
something of a barometer. If the Illini 
can get it done in these two, they could 
build some confidence and try to pick 
off some more wins. 

Their 


California, vs. Michigan State and at 


next three games — at 
Iowa — look tough. But a trip to 
Indiana and a home game against Penn 
State offers an opportunity heading into 
the final month. 

After playing host to the Nittany 
Lions, Illinois then faces well-established 
Wisconsin, Ohio State and Purdue in 
succession. If this team overachieves, and 
the finale against Northwestern is mean- 
ingful, it should be able to compete with 
the Wildcats. 

— Herb Gould 
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Sept. 3 Rutgers 
Sept. 10 San Jose State 
Sept. 17 at California 
Sept. 24 Michigan State 
Ci PS _. Sstiowe> 
Oct. & at Indiana 
Oct. 22 Penn State 
Oct. 29 Wisconsin 
- Nov. 5 at Ohio State 
“ Nov. 12 at Purdue 
Nov. 19 Northwestern 


ii) 


Lindy's Football Annuals 


2005 


6-5 overall, 6-2 MAC (T-2nd, East) 


_ J.D. Brookhart — At Akron and overall: 
) 6-5, 1 year 


_ RETURNING STARTERS 
| 14; 5 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


' WR Domenik Hixon, RB Brett Biggs, 
__ SS Chevin Pace, FS Dion Elie, OT Tim Crouch 


- PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Zips should excel in special teams 

' since they have proven players manning 
every post. The secondary should be one 

| of the best in the conference. The confi- 

| dence level should be a plus as well, since 
| the Zips were in the title hunt last season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Akron must not only replace record-setting 
QB Charlie Frye, but four starters along 
the offensive line. A talent and leadership 
void is a huge concern. 


QB Charlie Frye, LB Chase Blackburn, 
LB Diontre Earl, OL Jim Borrieci, 
OL Mike Piccirillo, LB John Fuller 


Akron made a surprising run at the MAC 
East title last season, but the regulars 
who return are not the ones who defined 
that squad. There is a desperate need for 
new leadership, and since this is Akron’s 
first season since 2001 without Frye, the 
Zips could struggle through a rebuilding 
phase. 
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Without Frye, Offense Needs to Find New Way to Sizzle 


OFFENSE 


The Zips are scrambling to fill the void 
left by the graduation of Charlie Frye, the 
starter at quarterback for the past four 
seasons who accounted for more than 70 
percent of last season’s total offense. 

Coach J.D. Brookhart is pressing a tal- 
ented corps of receivers and running 
backs to offset the loss of Frye. Senior 
wide receiver Domenik Hixon is the 
offense’s top threat after posting 66 recep- 
tions for 882 yards and six touchdowns. 

Second-team All-MAC running back 
Brett Biggs burst onto the scene last year 
when he ranked sixth in the MAC in all- 
purpose yards (132.9 pg) and gained 871 
yards on the ground. Frye’s replacement 
will be either the raw-but-talented Jabari 
Arthur, or Luke Getsy, a transfer from 
Pittsburgh who sat out last season. 

Arthur was the backup to Frye but 
spent the majority of last season at wide 
receiver. Getsy knows the offense since 
Brookhart coached him when they were 
both at Pitt. 

The line is a big concern as left tackle 


Tim Crouch is the lone returning starter. 


DEFENSE 


The Zips are looking for pursuit and 
pop from their defense as they try to recov- 
er quickly from the loss of their leaders and 
a number of very experienced performers. 

Jay Rohr is the lone returning starter at 


linebacker. Rohr is a hard-nosed tackler 


who saw most of his time on special 
teams prior to 2004. After Rohr, Bryan 
Howe, Brion Stokes, Jemall Benjamin 
and Mark Groza are possibilities at 
linebacker. 

Kiki Gonzalez turned it on toward the 
end of last season and has the tools to 
become one of the better interior linemen 
in the MAC. 

The secondary looks much more sta- 
ble, since it returns intact. The heady play 
of strong safety Chevin Pace and free safe- 
ty Dion Elie keep the Zips from giving up 
much deep. Pace is the leading-returning 
tackler on the team (68), with Rohr (67) 
and Elie (63) right behind. 

The cover men on the outside are also 
strong with Reggie Corner and Dionte 
Henry holding down the cornerback 
positions. Look for sophomore Chris 
Brown to see plenty of time in the sec- 
ondary, while Jason Nedd, Antonio 
Samuels and Donte Cloud provide out- 


standing depth. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This is a stable aspect of the program 
with all the main players returning. Billy 
Sullivan averaged 40.2 yards per punt and is 
a three-year starter. Kicker Jason Swiger was 
second-team All-MAC two years ago. 

The Zips led the MAC in both punt 
and kickoff returns last season, and top 


returners Hixon and Biggs are back. 


— Matt Markey 
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AT A GLANCE 


3-8 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (T-10th) 


‘Se 


48-24 overall, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
13; 5 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


LB Kyle Killion, LB John Pannozzo, 
CB Tracy Porter, KR Lance Bennett — 


PRIMARY S TRENGTHS 2 
There i isa veteran offensive line, and a 
strong group of running backs. 
Defensively, the front four has a chance 
to be very good, and with Killion and 
converted fullback Pannozzo leading the 


way, talent at linebacker. The apconianyy is 
{fete and talented. jot 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Lack bf experience at quarterback; not 
much depth at wide receiver and line- _ 
backer, plus the Hoosiers will be breaking 
in a new place-kicker, Perhaps six to eight 
true freshmen could be called on. The 
defense has to make great strides. 


FL Courtney Roby, RB BenJarvus Ghdeh 
Ellis, QB Matt LoVecchio, DL Jodie 
Clemens, FS Herana-Daze Jones 


There's definitely new life in the program 
with the arrival of Hoeppner. Forthe 
Hoosiers to improve, they need a good 
year from one of their inexperienced quar- 
terbacks. The second half of the schedule, 
with games against Iowa, Ohio State, 
Michigan State, Minnesota, Michigan and 
Purdue, could prove to be too much. 


Terry. Hoeppner — At Indiana; Ast yeati i 


WR Marcus Thigpen, DE Victor Adeyanju, yi 


‘For more coverage of the hppelere Visit LULL. lane. rivals.com 
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Perfect Fit? Hoeppner Just Might Be ‘The Guy’ 


He’s a native Hoosier. He’s not an 
Indiana University graduate, but he 
grew up an Indiana fan. Despite IU’s 
dismal football history, he always 
thought about being the head coach in 
Bloomington. 

And it didn’t take long after Gerry 
DiNardo was fired following the 2004 
season and Terry Hoeppner was lured 
from Miami of Ohio for Indiana fans to 
begin to think they had the right guy, at 
the right time, at the right place. 

Former Indiana great Anthony 
Thompson boldly claimed that his first 
reaction after meeting Hoeppner was, 
“Wow, we got The Guy!” 

What Rick 


Greenspan got when he hired Hoeppner 


new athletic director 
was a guy who was a proven head coach 
(with a 48-24 record in six years at 
Miami). And, perhaps just as important, 
the middle 


“Charisma” who wanted to be the head 


someone with 
coach of the Hoosiers. 

Hoeppner has been a public relations 
whirling dervish since arriving in 
Bloomington, reaching out to fans, alum- 
ni and students. 

In an effort to draw fans back into 
Memorial Stadium, he has met with stu- 
dents several times on campus. When 
introduced at halftime of an Indiana bas- 
ketball game, he walked over to the stu- 
dent section and said, a la Uncle Sam, 


“I need you.” 


name of 


He plans to have the team walk 
through the tailgating section before 
every game. He also plans to have the 
players and coaches sing the fight song in 
front of the student section after every 
home victory. 

His enthusiasm about being IU’s new 
coach is paying off. About the time 
Indiana was playing its spring game in 
April, season ticket sales reached last 
year’s overall total. 

Hoeppner doesn’t argue about being 
the right guy. 

“T think so,” he says. “It’s not hard for 
me to sell, for me to be naturally excited 
about this place.” 

He knows turning the IU program 
into a winner wont be easy. But he’s very 
convincing when he says it can be done. 

When asked if he found the cupboard 
at Indiana bare, he was quick to respond. 

“Is the glass half full or half empty?” he 
asked. 

“Te’s half full and I’m going to drink 
it. I’m an optimist. I’m going to have 
my players in a couple years, but this is 
my team right now. They're my guys 
right now. We're going to battle with 


them.” 


OFFENSE 
Hoeppner is hoping the spread offense 


he’s bringing with him will put some life 
in the IU attack. 


While the line isn’t necessarily suited 
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to the new offense (Hoeppner had tall, 
athletic front-liners at Miami), he likes 
the fact it will be a veteran unit with the 
return of Adam Hines, Isaac Sowells, 
Justin Frye, Chris Mangiero and Brandon 
Hatcher. 

Jahkeen Gilmore is Indiana’s only 
experienced receiver (23 catches, two 
TDs), but Hoeppner raves about two 
promising redshirt freshmen who both 
had outstanding springs. 

“Marcus Thigpen might be the fastest 
player I’ve ever coached,” Hoeppner said. 
“James Hardy (who doubles as a forward 
on the basketball team) is a raw talent but 
a natural talent. And you can't coach 
6-7.” 


Despite the loss of leading rusher 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 194.2 ypg pushing (Sth in Big Ten/77th NCAA), 188.3 passing (Gth/83rd), 20.5 total offense (Sth/89th), 23.8 ppg (8th/76th) 


POS STARTER 

QB Blake Powers 
RB Chris Taylor 

WR — Jahkeen Gilmore 
WR _ Ryan Skelton 
WR Marcus Thigpen 
TE — Chris Rudanovic 
LT Isaac Sowells* 
LG Adam Hines* 

C Chris Mangiero” 
RG Brandon Joyce 
RT dustin Frye” Jr. 


YR COMMENT 


*Retuming starter 


So. Only QB with 2004 game experience. 

Sr. Most experienced of running backs. 

Sr.  Second-leading receiver last season. 

Jr. Has made move from secondary. 

Fr. A blazer who was impressive in spring. 

Jr. — Most well-rounded of the tight ends. 

Sr. One of Hoosiers’ top NFL prospects. 

Sr. Four-year starter anchors the line. 

Jr. 12 career starts despite injury-shortened ‘04. 
So. The son of former NFL punter Terry Joyce. 
Has started every game past two seasons. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Graeme McFarland, So. 
Yamar Washington, Sr. 
James Hardy, Fr. 
James Bailey, Fr. 

Lance Bennett, Jr. 

Nick Sexton, So. 

Scott Anderson, Jr. 
Johnathan Sandberg, So. 
Ben Wyss, So. 
Brandon Hatcher, Sr.” 
Sean Edmundson, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 1967 ypg rushing (11th in Big Ten/99th in NCAA), 258.5 passing (10th/102nd), 458.2 total defense (11th/110th), 31.2 ppg (11thv88th) 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE Victor Adeyanju* 
NG Russ Richardson Sr. 
DT Greg Brown Fr. 
DE Ben Ishola 
LB Jake Powers* 
LB John Pannozzo Sr. 
LB Kyle Killion* 
CB Buster Larkins* Sr. 
CB Tracy Porter* 
SS Aaron Mitchell 
FS Will Lumpkin Sr. 


COMMENT 


*Returning starter 


BenJarvus Green-Ellis (who transferred to 
the 


Hoosiers have experience, talent and 


Mississippi), Hoeppner thinks 
depth in the backfield, with Chris Taylor, 
Yamar Washington, Kenni Burns and 
Josiah Sears. 

Taylor has been a part-time starter; 
Washington was a starter before suffering 
a knee injury. 

Sears has been switched from fullback 
to running back in Hoeppner’s offense 
and the 6-foot, 242-pound sophomore 
was one of the big surprises in the spring. 

The big question is at quarterback, 
where sophomore Blake Powers, who 
played briefly as a reserve last season, is 
penciled in at No. 1. Graeme McFarland, 


who played in nine games, starting once, 


Sr. Athletic with big-play capabilities. 
Impressed coaches with quickness off ball. 
His play was one of highlights of spring. 
Sr. Good spring boosted him to No. 1 unit. 

Jr. — Has started 10 games in past two seasons. 
Has been outstanding after switch from FB. 
Sr. One of top linebackers in the Big Ten. 

Had solid, all-around 2004 season. 

So. Had three picks as a freshman last year. 
So. — Could be ready to have breakout year. 
Fully recovered from 2003 knee injury. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kyle Thomas, Fr. 

Joe Kremer, So. 
Charlie Emerson, So. 
Kenny Kendal, Jr.” 
Josh Moore, Sr. 
Ryan Marando, Fr. 
Jake Powers, Jr. 
Chris Phillips, Fr. 
Troy Grosfield, Jr. 
Will Meyers, Jr.* 
Troy Grosfield, Jr. 


as a redshirt freshman in 2003, is back 
after quitting the team last year. 

This is a great system to be in, 
Powers said. “It’s the most fun offense 


there is in the country for a quarterback.” 


DEFENSE 


A year ago, the Hoosiers were bottom- 
feeders on defense, finishing last in the 
Big Ten in three of the four major cate- 
gories and ending up 10th in the other. 

But there’s a strong belief that the 
defense can make major strides in 
2005, playing a more aggressive and 
attacking style. 

Hoeppner is super-high on Kyle 


Killion. 


« 5) : 
He's as good a linebacker as I've 
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4 Overall, I am really happy with the class. We had to work hard to keep LLASS SREAIKDOM?) 


some of the re-commitments because some of them took visits. Again, 
kudos to my staff for an unbelievable job. We didn't want a mulligan 
on this recruiting class and we are really excited about it. | f | f 


First year Hoosier Coach Terry Hoeppner 


Matt Lewis, LB 


This Daytona Beach product is the jewel of Coach Terry Hoeppner's 
first recruiting class at IU and was the last player to commit this year. 
He should be well worth the wait as the 6-2, 245-pound lineman 
turned linebacker has great speed and a natural ability to find the ball 
quickly. He is the highest ranked prospect in the Hoosiers 2005 class 
as the 18th ranked weakside defensive end in the country. 


Demetrius McCray, RB 


Florida high school coaches told the IU staff that McCray is a running 
back that has “never been caught from behind.” His impressive speed 
and playmaking ability made him the Golden Helmet award winner in 
the state of Florida this past season, an award given to the best play- 
er in Florida’s Class 4A. 


Joe Kleinsmith, K 


With the departure of three-year starting kicker Bryan Robertson, the 
Hoosiers are in desperate need of a kicker to step up in fall camp. 
That could very well be Kleinsmith, who had a very impressive prep 
career at St. Edward High School in Ohio and is considered the 
2 favorite to win the starting job in his first year. 
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Hometown School 


BAILEY, Josh WR 6-1, 191 oo Indianapolis, IN Warren Central HS 
Played on back-to-back state championship teams at Warren Central as a receiver, Kick and punt returner, earning MVP honors in his 
senior year. ,.. Rushed for 846 yards and eight touchdowns last season... His 99-yard touchdown catch keyed team to latest state title. 


BANKS, Ghiris WR 6-2, 164 oo Alliance, OH Alliance HS 
Member of the All-Ohio team in 2004... Clocked al 4.5 in the 40-yard dash... Averaged 35 yards per reception last season and had 
11 touchdowns... Recorded four interceptions at strong safely. 


BASS, Emile oT 6-3, 275 oo Detroit, MI Sterling Heights HS 
Sound footwork and great strength make Bass a sleeper... Named All-County as a senior with 68 tackles and 15 sacks... All-City since 
his sophomore year when he recorded 23 pancake blocks after being honorable mention as a freshman. 


CARRINGTON, Justin RB 6-0, 195 oo Bealeton, VA Liberty HS 
Almost committed 10 Steve Spurrier’s South Carolina Gamecocks at last minute... Has 4.47 speed and rushed for over 1,800 yards 
and 26 touchdowns fast season... Owns school rushing record at Liberty and is a three-time National Honor Society member. 


HAMPTON, Bruce 0B §-10, 178 oo Univ. Heights, OH Cleveland Heights HS 
Earned four varsity letters in football and two in track... Possesses 4.4 speed in the 40-yard dash. .,. Ranked as a top five defensive 
back in Ohio by Ohio High Magazine... Has 3.9 GPA, 


HARANGODY, Ty FB 6-1, 238 oo Schererville, IN Andrean HS 
Team captured state tite last season after three consecutive second-place finishes, . Was the second leading receiver in the state with 
1,321 yards on 82 catches as a senior... Indiana Gridiron Digest All-State first-team. 


JOHNSON, Geno LB 6-2, 200 oo Bartow, FL Bartow HS 
Competitive weightlifter with maximum bench press of 335 pounds and maximum squat of 525 pounds... First-team all-county as 
a senior at outside linebacker... Boasts 4.59 speed in the 40-yard dash. 


JONES, Very! “Neal” OL 6-4, 240 oo Orlando, FL Dr. Phillips HS 
Three-year varsity starter who had 91 tackles and 10 sacks during senior season... All-Area as a junior and a senior... Father, Veryl, 
ts an actor with credits in Bad Boys !1, Cut of Time, and The Punisher. 


KINSEY, Dan Ss 6-3, 195 oo Wellsville, OH Beaver Local HS 
Winner of the 2005 Boys Pentathlon at the Nike Indoor Nationals in March ... Also won the 2004 national championship in the 
decathlon... Owns 4.45 speed in the 40-yard dash... Averaged 40.3 yards per kickoff return last season, 


Kirlew, Jammie LB 6-4, 235 oo Orlando, FL Cypress Creek 
Played six positions for his high schoo! teanv as a tailback, fullback, tight end, linebacker, defensive end and defensive tackle, .. 
Second-team all-state as a senior... Rated as the 54th-hest player in Florida by Ihe Orlando Sentinel, 


KLEINSMITH, Joe K 5-11, 167 oo Lakewood, OH St. Edward HS 
Ranked 24th-best kicker nationally by Rivats.com... Kicker, punter and safety... Was voted first-team all-district all-purpose as a sen- 
ior... Made 15 field goals and averaged 40.3 yards per punt... Also made 52 tackles, five interceptions and blocked six field goals. 


LEWIS, Matt LB 6-2, 240 oo°o Daytona Beach, Fl. Mainland HS 
Ranked 55th-best player in the state of Florida and 18th-ranked weakside defensive end by Rivals.com... Turned down scholarship 
offers to play fullback Florida and Florida State... Had 100 tackles and 13 sacks to earn second-team all-state honors in Class 5A, 
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Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 72 BIG 10: 11 


Very! “Neal” Jones, DL 


Jones slipped under the radar of most 
programs, but the 6-4, 240-pound defen- OOS (IEEDS 


sive lineman oozes potential. While he The Hoosiers had a couple of nice offensive 
possesses good size, he looks and plays —_Jineman in this class, but they decided to go 
40 pounds lighter than he actually is. elsewhere at the last minute. That left the 
He has impressive speed and great ath- Hoosiers without a single offensive lineman 
leticism and could see time at linebacker in their 2005 class and they could have used 
this year before maturing intoadominant at least three. Next season offensive and 
defensive end in the future. As asenior at defensive linemen will definitely be a huge 
Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando, priority. Look for them also to add a couple 
Florida Jones recorded 91 tackles, 10 — of quarterbacks. 

sacks, six forced fumbles and five pass 

break-ups. 


Stars Hometown School 


MCCRAY, Demetrius == RB 6-0, 180 ooo Brandon, FL Armwood HS 
37th-ranked tailback by Rivals.com... Boasts 4.47 speed in the 40-yard dash... Rushed for 1,642 yards and 29 touchdowns last sea- 
on ... Earned first-team All-State honors and won the prestigious Golden Helmet Award last year, 


MEANS, Andrew wR 6-0, 200 oo Avon Lake, OH Avon Lake HS 
Eamed All-State, All-Conference, ard All-District honors as a senior ... Helped team to 15-0 record and the school’s first state champi- 
‘onship team... Also a promising baseball player. 


NEWMAN, Todd TE 6-4, 245 oo Bartlett, IL Bartlett HS 
Coaches drool over his blocking ability... All-Conference and all-area as a senior... Won indoor and outdoor track conference champi- 
Onship as shot putter... Two-year varsity starter is a late bloomer on the football field 


PAYTON, Bryan RB 5-9, 197 ooo Fort Wayne, IN. Fork Union Mil, Acad. 
Comes to (U atter a year at Fork Union Military Academy where he rushed for over 1,236 yards and 11 touchdowns... As a high school 
senior at Concordia High School in Fort Wayne, rushed for a school-record 365 yards in one game, 


POLK, Nick WR 6-0, 185 oo Milwaukee, WI Vincent HS 
All-Conference offensive and delensive player senior year... Clocked at 4,45 in the 40-yard dash... Starting point guard on nationalty- 
ranked Vincent basketball team... Caught 32 passes for 682 yards and nine touchdowns last season. 


SERGI, Tin ATH 6-2, 184 oo Indianapolis, IN Roncalli HS 
ACL tear derailed senior season after rushing tor 2,507 yards and 27 touchdowns as a junior... Team won state title in junior year... 
Also a track star In the 400-meler dash... Clocked at 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 


THOMAS, Austin s 6-2, 195 oo Woodstock, GA Sequoyah HS 
Powerful open-field hitter that plays with a fearlessness... Named Cherokee County Defensive Player of the Year... Finished senior year 
with 139 tackles and seven interceptions, returning two for touchdowns. 


TURNER, Terrence wR 6-3, 200 oo Auburn Hills, MI West Bloomfigkd HS 
Eamed all-state, all-league and all-county accolades as a senior... Caught 37 passes for 749 yards and also had 1,236 all-purpose 
yards ,.. Boasts a 37-inch vertical leap and a 4.48 40-yard dash time, 


UNDERWOOD, Dennis = RB 6-1, 191 oo Canton, OH St, Thomas Aquinas HS 
Forced to sit out senior season due to turning 19 too early... Enrolled at Indiana this winter and participated in spring camp..,Rushed 
for 1,207 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior... Ranked as the 38th-best player in Ohio by Rivals.com. 


WAGNER, Troy TE 6-5, 220 oo Ofallon, IL O'Fallon Township HS 
Recorded 23 catches for 420 yards and a touchdown in leading his team to a 11-1 record as a senior... Despite his size, moves really 
well with 4.6 40-yard dash time... Three-sport star that also played baseball and basketball. 


WALKER-ROBY, Brandon WA 5-11, 160 oo Indianapolis, IN North Central HS 
Older brother Courtney Roby finished his IU career last season as the Hoosiers all-time leading receiver in yards and receptions... Clocked 
at 4.37 in the 40-yard dash... Earned all-state honors last year after leading his team to a runner-up finish in state finals, 


ZEMATIS, Brian DE 6-4, 230 oh) Bloomfield Hills, Ml Andover HS 
Made 111 tacklas, six sacks and two miarceptions as a senior... Named to first team all-state, all-leaque, and all-rrea last year... 
Bench presses over 300 pounds and has been clocked at 4.7 in the 40-yard dash. 
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Individual Stats 


Name 
Victor Adeyanju 
Tyler Altman 


Scott Anderson 


Kenni Burns 
Rayshun Calhoun 
Courtney Clency 


Alex Draayer 


Sean Edmundson 


Brian Faires 
Justin Frye 
Jahkeen Gilmore 
Grant Gregory 


Troy Grosfield 


Paul n 


Jan 


ardy 
Brandon Hatcher 
Paul Hearn 
Adam Hines 
Michael Hines 
Ben Ishola 

Jim Jadron 


Damien Jones 


Aaron Jurek 
Jeremiah Kellam 
Kenny Kendal 


Kyle Killion 


Nick Luce 

Will Lumpkin 
Leslie Majors 
Chris Mangiero 


Ryan Marando 


RECEIVING 


DEF. LEADERS 


RUSHING 


HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 
Chicago, IL 


Latrobe, PA 


Springfield, IL 
Atlanta, GA 


Indianapolis 


Greenwood 


cf 


Indianapolis 
Elwood 
Brooklyn, NY 
The Plains, OH 
Littleton, CO 
Lafayette 

Fort Wayne 
Detroit, MI 
Lennoxville, Quebec 
Vandalia, OH 
Fort Wayne 
Berlin, Germany 


Joliet, IL 


Carmel 
Wabash 
Chicago, IL 
Kingwood, TX 


Metarie, LA 


Vincennes 


Trotwood, OH 
South Holland, IL 
Brooklyn, NY 


Lakewood, OH 


Tackles: e 

Interceptions 

Sacks: Kend 5, Ki 
Tackles for loss: Killion 16.5 


Name 


Mike Marvis 
Adam MeClurg 
Erie McClurg 


Graeme McFarland 


Brandon Mosley 
Mark Naaman 
Casey Nowinski 


Patrick Oldham 


Matt O'Neal 


220 
Chris Phillips 
Tracy Porter 
Blake Powers 
Jake Powers 
Isaac Price 
Aaron Reese 
Russ Richardson 
Drew Robbins 
Wayne Roland 
Chris Rudanovic 
Johnathan Sandberg 
Josiah Sears 
Nick Sexton 
Ryan Skelton 
Isaac Sowells 
Austin Starr 
Alex Stscherban 
Chris Taylor 
Marcus Thigpen 
Kyle Thomas 
Brian Tracz 


Brent Trotter 


Mike Vial 


Yamar Washin 


Greg Weeks 
Arik Wolf 


Ben Wyss 


s Hometown 


Greensburg, PA 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 


Mountain Brook, AL 


va, TN 


South Holland, IL 


Columbus 


Indianapolis 
Merrillville 


Indianapolis 


Terre Haute 
Brooklyn, NY 


Atlanta, GA 


Fort Allen, LA 
Brandenburg, KY 
Danville 
Southfield, MI 
Fishers 

Phoenix, AZ 
Columbus 
Lathrup Village, MI 
Sussex, NJ 
Monon 
Greenfield 
Bloomington 
Greenwood 
Louisville, KY 
Logansport 
Mishawaka 
Cordova, TN 
Detroit, MI 
Bloomington 


Philadelphia, PA 


Indianapolis 


Lafayette 
Houston, TX 
Sarasota, FL 
Bright 


Fort Wayne 


omunNneg 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 


Tee Hoeppner’s staff consists of three 
holdovers from Gerry DiNardo’s staff, five 
members of his former staff at Miami of Ohio and 
a veteran of the state’s coaching fraternity. 

Coming with Hoeppner from Miami were Brian 
George (co-defensive coordinator/defensive line), 
Joe Palcic (co-defensive coordinator/safeties), 
George Ricumstrict (linebackers/special teams coor- 
dinator), Bobby Johnson (running game coordina- 
tor/offensive line) and Billy Lynch (wide receivers). 

The holdovers are Gerald Brown (running 
backs/special teams assistant), Matt Canada (quar- 
terbacks/passing game coordinator) and Troy 
Douglas (cornerbacks/recruiting coordinator). 

Rounding out the staff is tight ends coach Bill 
Lynch (Billy's father), who will serve as the assistant 
head coach/offensive coordinator. This is Lynch’s 
second stint at Indiana, and he also has coached at 
Butler, Ball State and DePauw. 

e Veteran Indiana football observers believe the 
school has the perfect trifecta running the show for 
the Hoosiers, with president Adam Herbert, athletic 
director Rick Greenspan and Hoeppner — all rela- 
tively new to their jobs. 

Herbert has shown that he’s a huge sports fan 
and that the football program is a priority for him. 
He visited with every recruit the new staff brought 
to campus, was a regular during spring practice and 
served as a celebrity coach during the Spring Game. 

He also works out in the weight room, and 
accepted Hoeppners invitation to his home to 
watch an NFL playoff game (and former Miami, 
Ohio, quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, now with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers). 

“It's unbelievable, his sincere enthusiasm for 
football, and his awareness that a successful foot- 
ball program is very meaningful to the university,” 
Hoeppner said. 

* How much have the IU players accepted 
Hoeppner? Just ask senior defensive end Victor 
Adeyanju, who is playing for his third coach at 
Indiana. 

“It’s what the program needed,” Adeyanju said. 
“When you have somebody with a good heart, good 
mindset, you can’t do anything but like him. We're 
all fired up. 

“I'm not going to make any predictions, but he’s 
taking us in a very positive direction.” 

© Senior linebacker Kyle Killion said Indiana's 
3-8 record last year is misleading, citing four games 
IU lost in the fourth quarter. 

“Last year we were so dang close, it's not even 
funny,” he said. “It’s like a burn in the pit of my 
stomach. I'd really like to change that and finally go 
to a bowl game.” 


(3-8, 1-7) 
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TERRY HOEPPINER 


coached,” he said. “He’s a play-making 
machine. He can play for anybody.” 

John Pannozzo moved from fullback 
to linebacker, where he quickly claimed 
the No. 1 spot in the middle during the 
spring while earning rave reviews. 

“A heck of a football player,” 
Hoeppner said. “He may be the best foot- 
ball player on the team. He's made us 
look very good with that move.” 

The praise continues when Hoeppner 


talks about ends Victor Adeyanju, Kenny 


Kendal and Ben Ishola, as well as tackles 
Russ Richardson and redshirt freshman 
Greg Brown. 

“Adeyanju is going to be the first guy 
off the bus,” Hoeppner said. “Our coach- 
es said they noticed Ishola all the time 
during the spring. Richardson might 
come off the ball faster than any defensive 
lineman I’ve ever coached.” 

With the return of Buster Larkins, 
Will Lumpkin, Will Meyers, Aaron 
Mitchell and two guys who played as 
freshmen last season — Tracy Porter and 
Leslie Majors — Hoeppner says, “The 
secondary might be the group, along with 
the running backs, where we've got the 
most depth. We've got some corners that 


can play our technique, our coverages.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Australian Tyson Beattie returns for his 
third season as the punter. He averaged 
40.8 and 41.3 yards in the past two years, 
but he needs to become more consistent. 

The battle for place-kicker was a 
crowded one in the spring among Drew 
Robbins, Austin Starr and Kevin Trulock. 
They'll be joined by highly regarded 
recruit Joe Kleinsmith in the fall. 

Explosive return man Lance Bennett, 
even though he missed the spring with an 
injury, excites Hoeppner. 

The 5-5 speedster finished fourth in 
the nation last season when he averaged 
30.0 yards per kickoff return. 

He had a 98-yard kickoff return for a 


Indiana's Winning Trend 1995-2004 — 


BEST 


_ and later at Fork Union 


& 
~ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER , 


LB Kyle Killion 

Hoeppner says Killion 
might be as good a line- | 
backer as he has ever 
coached. .... The successful 7 = 
move of John Pannozzo yy 
from fullback to middle line- 
backer has allowed Killion to 9 
play on the outside, his jj 
ideal spot. ... The second- | 
team All-Big Ten performer 
will bea starter for the third 
year. He has 232 career tackles, 204 during the 
past two. seasons as a starter. ... In 2004, he fin- 
ished fifth in the Big Ten with 107 total tackles 
and fourth with 16.5 tackles for lass. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Marcus Thigpen ; 
The redshirt freshman } 
wowed ‘em in the spring. ... § 
Hoeppner says this former j 
high ‘school star from #7 
Detroit could be the fastest 
player he has ever coached. — 
Thigpen has been 
clocked in 4.29 seconds in | 
the 40-yard dash, and third | 
in the 60-meter dash in the ” 
Big Ten indoor meet with a 
time of 6.82..... As a high school senior, he 
rushed for 1,785 yards and 20 touchdowns and 
was the Michigan state champ in the 100-meter 
dash. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Greg Brown if 
Another redshirt fresh- | 
man, Brown was one of the | 
players the coaches took | 
notice of during spring | 
practices. ... He was an | 
offensive lineman in high | 
school at Centerville, Ohio, 


(Va.) Military Academy, but 
the 6-2, 300-pounder has 
made an impressive transi- 
tion to defense at Indiana. ... Hoeppner says: 
“Big Greg Brown is a talent. He plays very hard 
and is very athletic.” 
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JOHN PANNOZZO 


Pannozzo 
Embraces New 
Position, Coach 


When John Pannozzo learned Terry 
Hoeppner was going to replace Gerry 
DiNardo as Indiana's head coach, to say 
he was worried doesn’t begin to cover it. 

Pannozzo had been a hard-hitting 
blocking fullback in his first three 
seasons with the Hoosiers. 

But Hoeppner ran a spread offense 
at Miami of Ohio and was planning to 
do the same at Indiana. 

The problem? No fullback in the 
spread. 

“IT wasn’t really sure what to 
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expect,” Pannozzo said. “I wanted to 
know if there was a place for me in his 
offense, a place for me on his team.” 

As it turned out, the former star 
linebacker in high school was return- 
ing home. 

In a big way. 

Pannozzo was switched to middle 
linebacker, and the move turned out 
to be one of the highlights of spring 
practice. 

“He was playing fullback, but he 
plays football like a middle line- 
backer,” Hoeppner said. 

“He's a really, really good player. 
A powerful player with the perfect 
attitude. He told me that he’s never 
going to play offense again.” 

Pannozzo was a two-way star at Poly 
Prep in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he was 
an all-state performer and the Class C 
Player of the Year, playing on two 
undefeated championship teams. 

As a senior linebacker, he had 89 
tackles, including 14 for loss. 

“I'm not going to take anything 
away from the first three years here, 
because I've had a pretty good career 
up until now, starting three years at 
fullback,” Ponnozzo said. 

“But playing defense, I’m really 
happy. It’s something I love doing.” 

In fact, the 5-11, 230-pounder loves 
everything about Indiana football 
right now. 

Starting with Hoeppner. 

“He’s very enthusiastic,” Pannozzo 
said. “He knows how to motivate a 
team; he knows how to fire us up. He’s 
very charismatic. I definitely see that 
every day.” 

Even though Indiana’s defense was 
one of the worst in the nation last sea- 
son, he has big expectations for 2005. 

“Everyone kind of knows that we 
have the talent to win,” Pannozzo 
said. “And with Coach Hep and the new 
staff, they bring a lot to the table. 
We're optimistic about this season. 

“T like what I've seen so far. We've got 
a lot of good players on defense. Even 
this early, I can tell that something spe- 
cial could happen with this defense.” 

If so, Pannozzo figures to be right in 
the middle of it all. 


touchdown and a 94-yard punt return for 
a score. 

“T can’t wait to coach him,” Hoeppner 
said. “What a special person. He's amaz- 


ing. He’s very athletic.” 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


There’s mixed news _ regarding 
Indiana's schedule. 

The good news is the Hoosiers picked 
up Nicholls State and dropped Oregon, 
even though Indiana upset the Ducks 
30-24 last year at Eugene, Ore. The bad 
news is that on the Big Ten slate, 


and 


Northwestern and Penn State. 


Wisconsin lowa replace 

It would appear that there's a chance 
for a good start, with four of the first five 
games being against Central Michigan, 
Nicholls State, Kentucky and _ Illinois. 
But the back half of the schedule is bru- 
tal — at Iowa, Ohio State, at Michigan 
State, Minnesota, at Michigan and 
Purdue. 

One good thing is the Hoosiers do 
have six home games after playing only 
five in Memorial Stadium in 2004. 


— Tom Kubat 


Bie a er |B 


Sept. 2 _ at Central Michigan — 
Sept.10 —Nicholls State 
‘Sept.17 Kentucky 
Oct. 1 at Wisconsin — 
“Oct. 8 Illinois — 
Oct. 15 r at Towa ; 
Oct. 22 - Ohio State 
Oct. 29 at Michigan State 
Nov. 13) Z Minnesota 
Nov. 12 at Michigan — 
“No.19 Purdue 
2005 
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AT A GLANCE 


| 2-9 overall, 2-6 MAC (6th, West) 
{ Brady Hoke — At Ball State and overall: 


i 6-17, 2 years 


_ RETURNING STARTERS 


| 16; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| QB Joey Lynch, RB Charles Wynn, S$ Erik 
| Keys, WR Bryan Williamson, LB Donta 
| Smith, NG Tom Kellar 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| Nobody believes the Cardinals are sudden- 

_ ly going to be a powerful MAC team, but 

_ Hoke does have a veteran group. If Lynch 

| gets off to a solid start, Ball State could 
have a decent offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Having nine starters returning from 

| adefense that ranked near the bottom of 

| the NCAA might not be the best thing in 
the world. Hoke also knows his team is 
still in the middle of the rebuilding 

, process. The Cardinals fight hard but 
could struggle against many of the MAC's 
high-scoring teams. 


KEY LOSSES 


WR Dante Ridgeway, P Reggie Hodges, 
DB Justin Beriault, RB Adell Givens 


Hoke is still in the building mode for Ball 
State. There are no illusions about the 

) Cardinals winning the MAC West. If they 
can improve to 5-6 for the season — 

or even 4-7 — that would be considered 
progress. 
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Offense and Defense Looking for a Jump Start 


OFFENSE 


The Cardinals would like to follow the 
game plan — well at least half of ic — 
that most MAC teams use. Find a power- 
ful offense to set the tone and hope that 
the defense can get the job done. 

In this offense-dominated conference, 
Ball State is trying to climb the ladder. 
Joey Lynch will be the starting quarter- 
back after beating out Cole Stinson and 
Warren Suess in spring practice. Lynch 
completed 108 of 169 passes for 1,126 
yards with a 9-2 TD-interception ratio 
last year. 

The running game could be an issue. 
Nobody stood out in Ball State's spring 
game, and the team lacks a standout ath- 
lete. Charles Wynn appears to be the 
No. 1 back, but he gained only 14 yards 
in eight carries. 

Third-year head coach Brady Hoke 
needs a couple of receivers to step up. 
Bryan Williamson, Terry Moss, Louis 
Johnson, Dan Dunford and _ Floyd 
Reddick will see playing time, and 
Williamson appears to be the best of the 
group. 

Williamson caught 21 passes for 168 
yards and two scores and was the team’s 
behind the 


second-leading receiver 


departed Dante Ridgeway. 


DEFENSE 


The defense returns nine starters from 


a unit that allowed 36.8 points per game. 


The key emphasis on this side of the 
ball is a return to fundamentals. The 
Cardinals are not the most athletic team, 
so wrapping up while tackling and get- 
ting into the correct position are essential. 
That was not the case a year ago. 

But there could be at least one new 
wrinkle when the Cardinals line up 
Sept. 3 at lowa (gulp). They have used 
a 4-3 alignment the past two years, but 
likely will go to a 3-4 front. Hoke was not 
tipping his hand during the spring, but 
he smiled like a Cheshire cat when he 
told reporters the team would still “line 
up with four men up front.” 

Linebacker Donta Smith should be 
one of the unit’s most important players. 
He reads his keys well and had 61 tackles, 
including six for loss and two sacks. 
Defensive end Blair Kramer had seven 
tackles for loss and four sacks. 

Look for defensive end Temidayo 
Macarthy and linebacker Brad Seiss to 
step up as well. Seiss has the potential to 
be the best linebacker on the team, and 


Macarthy has solid pass rush skills. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Brian Jackson returns after making 12 
of 16 field goals, although he missed his 
only attempt of more than 40 yards. 
Moss is an explosive kick returner who 
found the end zone once and has good 
speed. 


— Steve Silverman 
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AT A GLANCE 


10-2 overall, 7-1 Big Ten (T-1st) 


Kirk Ferentz — At Iowa: 42-31, 6 years; ) 
overall: 54-52 overall, 9 years 


12; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


QB Drew Tate, WR Clinton Solomon, 
WR Ed Hinkel, LB Abdul Hodge, 
LB Chad Greenway, CB Jovon Johnson 


Tate has another year in the system, 

a better offensive line and, barring injury, 
a healthy running game. Linebackers 
Hodge, Greenway and Ed Miles might be 
the Big Ten’s best. Iowa’s secondary was 
one of the Big Ten’s most underrated 
units last season. 


Replacements on an all-new starting 
defensive line will come from a group of 
largely untested sophomores and fresh- 
men. Iowa is a little shell-shocked at run- 
ning back, losing four to ACL injuries last 
season. 


DE Matt Roth, DT Jonathan Babineaux, 
DE Derreck Robinson, DT- Tyler Luebke, 
OT Pete McMahon, FS Sean Considine 


This is the year Iowa will get respect in 
preseason rankings. But some real ques- 
tions remain at defensive line and run- 
ning back, two areas that play into lowa’s 
physical style. But with Tate and one of 
the nation’s best LB corps, a BCS bid isn’t 
crazy talk. 


This Time, More Works of Wonder Are Expected 


It’s football time again at Miracle U — 
uh, the University of lowa — and coach 
Kirk Ferentz is thinking defensive line. 

You can't draw up the next miracle 
until you first address the to-do list. 

And Iowa's defensive line is certainly 
on top of the to-do list. 

The four players listed No. 1 on the 
spring depth chart have nine tackles 
among them. 

Sophomore Bryan Mattison led the 
group with five tackles, and most of those 
probably came on special teams. 

Renovations have made the south end 
zone of Kinnick Stadium a hard-hat area. 
Ditto for the Hawkeyes’ D-line, the mys- 
tery unit going into a season of Top-10 
expectations. 

Sophomores (6-3, 262 
pounds) and Kenny Iwebema (6-4, 246) 
are the No. 1 defensive ends. Sophomore 
George Eshareturi (6-3, 284) and red- 
shirt freshman Matt Kroul (6-3, 256) are 


the tackles. 


Mattison 


Sophomore tackle Alex Willcox (6-2, 
280) should earn his way into the rota- 
tion but is coming off January shoulder 
surgery and was held out this spring. 

Redshirt freshman Ted Bentler (6-4, 
273) and senior Nate Roos (6-0, 280) are 
two more names at tackle. Redshirt fresh- 
man Anton Narinskiy (6-4, 247) and 
junior Richard Kittrell (6-5, 289) are 
backup ends. 


You probably don’t know a lot of these 


2 =F “A 
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names, but they might be the most 
important names on Iowa's roster. 

So much of what Iowa did during its 
10-2 run and Big Ten co-championship 
last season came through the defense. 

Last season, defensive line coach Ron 
Aiken plugged in four seniors and let them 
run amok on opposing offenses. Matt 
Roth and Jonathan Babineaux earned first- 
team All-Big Ten honors. Derreck 
Robinson and Tyler Luebke added to a 
unit that piled up 51 tackles for loss. 

Iowa led the Big Ten in red zone 
defense, turnover margin and rush 
defense. 

Whar the defense did best was create 
opportunities for quarterback Drew Tate 
and the offense. 

At first, the Hawkeyes leaned on their 
defense. But then Tate went from 
unsteady sophomore to first-team All-Big 
Ten, leading the conference with 262.4 
yards a game and a pass efficiency rating 
of 137.1. He did it all without benefit of 
a running game, winning over fans and 
teammates with his underdog toughness. 

And his last-play 56-yard touchdown 
pass to wideout Warren Holloway in a 
30-25 Capital One Bowl victory over 
LSU was one of the great miracles of the 
college football season. 

Just as Tate emerged last season for the 
offense, a defensive lineman (or three) 
needs to come through for Iowa to meet 


its high expectations in 2005. 
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Abdul Hodge decided not to 
enter the NFL Draft early — 
that’s good news for the 
Hawkeyes, bad new for 
opponents. 

(photo by Scott Boehm) 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


OFFENSE 


The No. 1 priority is making quarter- 


back Drew Tate’s life easier. 

Last season, the Hawkeyes went 10-2 
and won a piece of the Big Ten title on 
Tate’s guts and daring. His escape-ability 
and vision led to big plays, either third- 
down conversions or touchdowns, that 
kept alive an offense that finished No. 116 
in the country in rushing. Iowa's 72.6 yards 
a game was the school’s worst since 1971. 

Three running backs and one fullback 
suffered season-ending injuries last fall. 

Iowa made it work. But still, it’s not 
the way coach Kirk Ferentz wants to 
make it work. 

Iowa won't get caught short on bodies 


this season. 


2004 stats: 72.8 ypg rushing (11th in Big Ten/116th in NCAA), 240.1 passing (2nd/37th), 312.7 total offense (10th/101st), 24.3 ppg (6th/68th). 


QB Drew Tate* Jr. Can tough Texan keep pulling rabbits out of his helmet? Jason Manson, Jr. 
RB  MarquesSimmons Sr. Last chance to do something big in his career. A. Young, So.; S. Brownlee”, Jr. 
FB Tom Busch So. Terrific lead blocker, decent receiver. Kalvin Bailey, Fr. 
WR ClintonSolomon Sr. Great comeback season in '04 after a year in JC. Calvin Davis, Jr. 
WR Ed Hinkel* Sr. Showed big-play flair after injury-plagued soph. season. Eric McCollom, So. 
TE Scott Chandler Jt. At 6-7 with near WR speed, a nightmare matchup. Tony Moeaki, Fr. 
LT Ben Gates Sr. Takes over for injured starter Lee Gray (knee). Marshal Yanda, Jr. 
LG David Walker Sr. Missed ’04 with Achilles’ tendon and torn triceps. Todd Plagman, So. 
C Mike Elgin* Jr. Undersized but that’s only on paper. Ben Cronin, Sr. 

RG Brian Ferentz” Sr. Inspirational leader who can play the game. Seth Olsen, Fr. 

RT Mike Jones” Jr. Started at tackle last season; finished at guard. Marshal Yanda, Jr. 
“Returning starter 


2004 stats: 92.5 ypy rushing (1st in Big Ten/Sth NCAA), 201.3 passing (3rd/39th), 283.8 total defense (Srd/11th), 17.6 ppg (4th/16th) 


DE Kenny Iwebema So. 
DT ‘Matt Kroul Fr. 
DT George Eshareturi So. 
DE Bryan Mattison So. 
LB Abdul Hodge* Sr. 
LB Chad Greenway* Sr. 
LB Ed Miles dr. 
CB _Jovon Johnson* Sr. 
CB Antwan Allen* Sr. 
SS Miguel Merrick Jr. 
FS Charles Godfrey $0. 


Best MLB in the Big Ten. 
Best WLB in the Big Ten. 


“Returning starter 

Eight players are in the running for 
playing time at running back, with senior 
Marques Simmons No. | on the depth 
chart. He gained 194 yards on 51 carries 
with three touchdowns. He also missed 
four games with a high-ankle sprain. 

Walk-on junior Sam Brownlee, lowa’s 
leading rusher last season with 227 yards, 
and sophomore Damian Sims are behind 
Simmons. 

There's also sophomore Albert Young 
and senior Marcus Schnoor, both of 
whom suffered season-ending torn anteri- 
or cruciate ligaments last season. 

Having gone through the nightmare 
injury scenario of all time last season, 
Iowa hit the recruiting trail for running 


backs and found four — Shonn Greene, 


A Jevon Kearse starter kit, but might need a little size. 
Undersized at 256, but plays low and hard. 

Passes the eye test, but inexperienced. 

Might end up inside at tackle. 


Coverage skills need sharpening. 

Needs four INTs to tie lowa’s career record. 
Career-high four INTs last season. 

An aggressive player, can’t overrun plays. 
Returning starter Marcus Paschal tore ACL in bowl. 


Anton Narinskiy, Fr. 
Ted Bentler, Fr. 

Alex Willcox, So. 
Mike Follett, Sr. 

Mike Klinkenborg, So. 
Mike Humpal, So. 
Chris Brevi, So. 
Adam Shada, So. 
Bradley Fletcher, Fr. 
Andrew Becker, Jr. 
Jonathan Zanders, So. 


Dana Brown, Corey Robertson and full- 
back Kalvin Bailey. 

Greene, a 6-0, 225-pounder, could be 
the most field-ready. Greene rushed 183 
times for 1,332 yards, a 7.3 average, and 
scored 15 TDs last season at Milford 


(N.Y.) Academy. 


DEFENSE 


You can’t talk Iowa's defense without 
talking defensive line. The Hawkeyes’ 
10-2 season revolved around four senior 
defensive linemen. They stopped the run, 
pressured the quarterback and_ played 
nearly every down. 

Now, it’s sophomores and freshmen in 
front of the best linebackers in the Big 


Ten — perhaps the nation — and a sec- 
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4 4 Overall just very, very impressed with the class. I think the performance that all of our players 
have had during their high school careers is certainly impressive. Not only in football but 
many of them are involved in other activities and sports as well. But I really think I'm most 
impressed with the attitude, the intangibles that we were able to get familiar with during | tf 


the recruiting process. 


Kirk Ferentz on the Class of 2005 


Kalvin Bailey, FB 

The Hawkeyes come into the 2005 season somewhat thin at the full- 
back position with only one healthy scholarship player in Tom Busch. 
Bailey comes in with solid credentials as the #1 fullback in the coun- 
try as rated by Rivals.com and the Florida native had offers from all of 
the in-state schools. He comes to lowa with a body ready for college 
and should contribute early on for the Hawkeyes. 


Shonn Greene, RB 


Last year the Hawkeyes running backs looked more like a MASH unit 
with three backs going down early in the season with torn ACL's. Two 
of those players will be back, but how quickly they will be back to full 
speed is a question. Greene originally committed to lowa in 2004 and 
failed to qualify. 


Ryan Bain, DL 


The Hawkeyes graduated four senior starters on the defensive line this 
past year and with younger players next up on the depth chart, a true 
freshman could come in and contend for playing time. Ryan Bain is 
the most ready of the incoming defensive linemen with a high motor, 
size, and strength to do battle in the trenches. 


FS SIEMLOMERS OF MifPrILT 


Hometown School 


ANGERER, Pat LB 6-0, 215 oo Bettendorf, IA Bettendorf HS 
Named first-team all-state as a junior and senior. ... Led Bettendor! to the lowa 4A state title in 2004. ... Had 344 career tackles, includ- 
ing 63 tackles for loss, and 17 quarterback sacks. ... Also earned letters in wrestling, track, and soccer. 


BAILEY, Kalvin FB 6-0, 240 oo0°0 Tampa, FL Armwood HS 
Ranked by Rivals.com as the #1 fullback in the nation. .. Participated in the Fonda/Caifornia All Star game. .. He was named first-team all- 
State running back as a junior and senior and helped his team to state tithes in his final two prep seasons. — Ran for 4,841 yards and 67 
touchdowns during his prep career. ... Also lettered in track and field the past three years. 


BAIN, Ryan OL 6-2, 260 ooo°o Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 
Ranked by Rivals.com as the 7th best player in the state of Illinots, regardless of position. ... Three-time all-area and all-conference 
selection, ... Led Bolingbrook in tackles the past three seasons and totaled 300 in his career. .. Won tha state wrestling title in 275 
Pounds as a senior, capping an undefeated season 


BLUM, Tylor OL 6-6, 251 ooo Walnut, 1A Walnut HS 
Rated by Rivals.com as the #2 player in the state of lowa in 2005, ... Named to the first-team Elite All-State team by the Des Moines 
Register... Played doth tight end and defensive line during his high school career. ... Won the state wrestling title at 215 pounds as 

@ junior and also helped Walnut to the state baseball playoffs, 


BROWN, Dana RB 5-10, 200 oo Clairton, PA Clairton HS 
Brown earned first-team all-state honors as a senior after rushing for 2,147 yards and 36 touchdowns last season. ... Over his career. 
Brown ran for nearly 3,500 yards and collected 72 tackles on defense, including one interception. ... Also letter in basketball, 


CALLOWAY, Kyle OL 6-7, 265 ooo Belleville, IL Belleville East 
Calloway was named first-team all-city and all-conference as a senior. ... Also played defensive line and tight end in his career before 
switching to offensive line. .... Committed to lowe during the summer after atlending the Hawkeyes senior camp. ... All-conference in 
basketball as a junior. 


CHRISTENSEN, Jake aB 6-1, 205 oo0o0°0 Lockport, IL Lockport HS 
Christensen was named to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl as 2 senior ... Invited to the Elite 11 Quarterback Camp. ... Rated by 
Rivals.com as the #2 dual-threat quarterback in the country. ... Threw for 6,555 yards and 69 touchdowns during his prep career. 

Led his team to the state 8-A state title a5 a junior, ... Three-year starter in baseball. 


COLLINS, Justin OL 6-2, 250 oo Ft, Worth, TX Brewer HS 
Collins was named first-team all-state as a defensive tackle as a senior. ... Named as one of the Top 50 area players by the Forth Worth 
Star-Telegram. ... Recorded 102 career tackles, including 16 sacks. ... An accomplished power lifter. 


DOERING, Dan OL 6-6, 290 @6000 _ Barrington, Barrington HS 
Selected as to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl as a Senior. ... Rated by Rivals.com as the #1 player in the state of itlinois and the 271h 
best player in the nation, ... First-team All-American by USA Today, Parade Magazine and EA Sports. ... 2004 Gatorade Player of the 
Year in Illinois. ... First-team all-state selection as a junior and senior. 


EDWARDS, Justin 0B 6-1, 170 oo Garland, TX Naaman Forest HS 
Edwards was named ail-area in Dallas/Ft. Worth as a Senior, ,.. Eamed af-district honors as a junior and senior. ... Named team MVP 
35a junior and senior. ... Recorded 271 tackles and 12 interceptions during his career... Is the cousin of current Hawkeye Lee Gray. 


EUBANKS, Rafael OL 6-3, 290 ooo0 St. Paul, MN Cretin-Derham Hal 
Named the Gatorade Player of the Year in Minnesota as a senior. ... Ranked by Rivals.com as the #2 player in Minnesota as a senior. 
First-team all-state selection in his senior season. ... Gave up no sacks during his prep career and recorded over 120 pancake blocks. 


GREENE, Stionn RB 5-11, 190 ooo Sickerville, NJ Milford Academy 
Attended Milford Academy after high schoo! career and rushed for 1,247 yards. _. During his prep career, rushed for 4,266 yards and 
43 touchdowns, ... Was named all-conference and second-team all-state as a senior. ... Recorded 191 tackles on defense during his 
high school career. ... Was high school teammate of current Hawkeye, Kalig Price, 
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TIE SCECEPER: 


Kyle Calloway, OL 

Ina class surrounded by some of the best 
offensive line prospects in the Midwest, 
Kyle Calloway could easily slide under the 
radar of most recruiting experts. At 6-7 
and 285 pounds, it is hard for Calloway to 
slide under anyone's radar, but he did due 
to moving several times and his fairly 
recent move to offensive line. Calloway 
comes from an Air Force family and dur- 
ing his senior season he moved from 
Belleville, IL to Tucson, AZ. One look at 
Calloway will give lowa fans visions of a 
young Robert Gallery. 


JACKSON, Vernon DL 6-1, 255 


LLASS SREAKOOMT 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


OOOGG6 
GOCGG 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 11 BIG 10:2 


AOE fITEEDS 


Three areas look to be critical for the 
Hawkeyes to fill in 2006 with impact players. 
lowa will graduate two starting linebackers 
this coming season and they will be search- 
ing for impact players at linebacker. lowa’s 
two starting cornerbacks graduate this year 
and depth at the position is thin. Signing 
quality corners will be a priority. With two 
starting wide receivers exhausting their eligi- 
bility this season, lowa will look to add 
a big-time receiver or two. 


Hometown 


oo Orlando, FL Evans HS 


Two-lime all-conference at Evans High School and team captain as a senior. ... Discovered by lowa during the Capital One Bow! prep 
this past year in Orlando. ... Recorded 138 tackles and 18 sacks during his career. ... Also a power lifter and two-time letterwinner in 


wrestling. 


KANELLIS, Alex OL 6-4,260 


6000 lowa City, 1A West HS 


Top rated player in the state of lowa by Rivals.com as a senior, ... Named to the Des Moines Register All-Elite Team as a senior .... 
All-State selection as 2 junior and senior, ... Recorded 129 tackles his final two prep seasons. ... Rushed for 1,250 yards as a senior. 


~~ Won state wrestling title at 215 pounds as a junior. 


KUEMPEL, Andy OL 6-7,270 


ooo Marion, 1A Linn Mar HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the #3 player in the state of lowa as a senior. ... Played offensive tackle as a senior and played tight end as 
a junior. .. Member of state title winning basketball team as a junior and honorable mention all-conference selection 


MOEAKI, Tony TE 6-4, 240 


oo00 Wheaton, IL Warrenville South HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the #2 tight end in the nation and #2 prospect in the state of Illinois. ..., First-team all-state. ... Had 975 receiving 
yards in his career and nine touchdowns. .. Starter on basketball team. ... High schoo! teammate of fetlow recruit Dace Richardson. 


RICHARDSON Dace OL 6-6, 300 


eooo°0o Wheaton, IL Warrenville South HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the #3 prospect in the state of IMinols and the 8th best offensive tackle nationally. ... Named first-team all-state 
and honorable mention All-American as a senior. ... Recorded 75 pancake blocks during his final two prep seasons. ... High school 


teammate of fellow recruit Tony Moeaki 


ROBERTSON. Corey RB 6-1, 195 


ooo Denison, 1X Denison HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the 19th best running back in the nation and 33rd best prospect in the state of Texas, ... District V Class 4A 
MVP... Class 4A Offensive Player of the Year as a junior. ... Ran for 5,275 yards and 73 touchdowns in his prep career. ... He was also 


a standout hurdler in high school 


ROWELL Chris DB 6-1, 170 


ooo Warrenville Heights, OH Warrenville HS 


Named All-Midwest and an Ohio Top 20 player 25 2 Senior by Rivals.com. ... First-team All-State as 2 junior and senior. ... Recorded 
261 tackles, 11 sacks, six interceptions and nine forced fumbles during his prep career. ... Also a track star, recording an 11.2 in the 


100 and 22.33 in the 200. 


STROSS, Trey wr 6-3, 190 


ooo Avon Lake, OH ‘Avon Laka HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the 15th best prospect in the state of Ohio. ... Two-time all-state selection. ... Recorded 2,257 yards recelving 
and 31 louchdowns during his prep career, ... Also had {wo touchdowns and ten interceptions as a defensive back ... Helped team to 


State title as a junior. 


TRAVERS, BJ LB 6-1, 245 


ooo Westlake, OH Westlake HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the 17th best player in the state of Ohio and 13th best inside linebacker prospec nationally. .. Earned all-state 
honors as a Senior. ... For his Career, he had 407 tacHes, including 26 tackles for lass, two sacks, six forced fumbles, 11 pass 
breakups and five fumble recoveries. ... Won 2004 stale power lifting title. 


WILSON, Marcus WR 6-3,196 


ooo Cherry Hill, N Camden Catholic HS 


Rated by Rivals.com as the 10th best prospect in the state of New Jersey as a senior. ... Had a career total of 1,573 yards and 16 
touchdowns as a receiver, ... Flecorded 163 career tatides, 14 interceptions and two touchdowns on defense. 


YANDA, Marshal OL 6-4, 310 


ooo Anamosa, 1A North lowa CC 


Played two seasons at Northern lowa Community College and earned all-region honors in both seasons as a tw- year starter al quard 
and tackle. ... First-team all-conference as a junior and senior in high school. ... Earned high school tetters in track and basketball. 
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Wesley Aeschliman 
Chris Aldrich 
Antwan Allen 
Clark Anderson 


OL 5 5-10 185 
183 i 6-2 
180 . 6-3 
203 i 6-5 
6-2 
Sr i 6-3 
Andrew Becker 201 Ook 6-2 
Ted Bentler 273, Fr 6-6 
50 Tyler Bergan IB 5-11 215 = So Grinnell 6-3 
Chris Brevi 215 5 6-1 
Andy Brodell 185 
86 Shannon Browning DE 6-4 247 So Marshalltown 
48 Sam Brownlee RB 5-10 200) Jr Emmetsburg 


C.J, Barkema 280 


67 
35 
87 


Zach Brugman 
Tom Busch 
Scott Chandler 


OL 
FB 
TE 


6-5 242 
5-11 231 
6-7 242 


Fr 
So Mt. Pleasant 
ir 3 Union City, NJ 


46 Bret Chinander 1B OS-11 228 & Allison Tallahassee, FL 
82 _Kennon Christian WR 6-2 205 So Davenport oy Panorama Terrace 
4 Jonathan Chupka PK 6-3 216 = So Davenport Prairie Gty 


Lucas Cox 3 Chagrin Falls, OH 
Ben Cronin Omaha, NE 
Harold Dalton 5 Daniel Olszta New Lenox, IL 
Calvin Davis WR 6-1 Marcus Paschal Largo, FL 
46 Champ Davis FB G2 227k Plano, TK Andrew Payton z Waterloo 
3 Ma‘Quan Dawkins DB 59 #166) =o Bri nN) Phillip Z Hoxie, AR 
13 Ryan Deets FB 5-31 -201—Fr Towa City Todd Plagman : Carson 
94 Ross DeVolder TE 65 262) Fr Marshalltown Austin Postler | lowa Gty 
79 Greg Dollmeyer OL 68 20 J Cedar Rapids Brian Powers Arlington Hts, IL 
56 _Rashad Dunn OL 63 200 Fr Evans, GA Khaliq Price : Sicklerville, NJ 
54 Mike Elgin OL 64 277 Ot Bankston 9 Kyle Riffel ; Wichita, KS 
72 George Eshareturi DL 6:3 28 ~=So New York, NY Nate Roos Spencer 
93 Ettore Ewen DL 6-0 280 Fr Tampa, FL Bryan Ryther z Marion 
89 Tyler Fanucchi WR 5-10 187 So Claremont, CA Michael Sabers ! Towa City 
6 Andy Fenstermaker P 63 221 Mt. Pleasant Kyle Schlicher : Ankeny 
61 ‘Brian Ferentz OL 63 22 Sr Towa City Marcus Schnoor ~ DeWitt 
29 Bradley Fletcher DB 62 191 Fr Youngstown, OH ‘Adam Shada 
49 Mike Follett 1B G65 255 St West Des Moines Adolphus Shelton 
51 Zachary Gabelmann 1B 6-1 «6227 ok Bettendorf Kevin Sherlock 
91 John Gallery P 62 240 St Masonville Marques Simmons 
75 __ Ben Gates OL 66 28 S& Damian Sims 
Joel Gentile 5-9 il Clinton Solomon 
Charles Godfrey DB 6-1 202, So Baytown, TX Jacob Spratt 
70 Lee Gray OL 66 310 & Dallas, TX Robert Stork 
18 Chad Greenway LB 64 24 St Mt. Vernon, SD Drew Tate 
4 _ Herb Grigsby WR 60 170 So Mayflower, AR James Townsend 
Ed Hinkel 6-1 ; Ryan Van Engel 
52 Abdul Hi B62 62% St Fort Lauderdale, FL David Walker 


20 _ Michael Huisman WR 5-11: 195 So Mason City Alex Willeox 


44 Mike Humpal 1B 62 225 _—So New Hampton tichey Williams 
77__ Clint Huntrods OL 66 283 So Collins Paul Wilson 


Jon Isqrig 6-1 230 Marshal Yanda 

92 Kenny Iwebema DE 64 246 So Arlington, TX Albert Young 

Jovon Johnson Jonathan Zanders 

76 = Mike Jones OL 65 299 dr Oak Lawn, IL 41 Andy Zeal DB 5-11 205 «So Marion 
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o one will mistake Clinton Solomon and Ed 

Hinkel for linebackers. But these Iowa receivers 
look noticeably bigger this spring after each added 
10 pounds of muscle. 

Solomon is around 200 pounds after playing last 
season at 190. Hinkel is in the 190 range, up from 
the 180 he played at last year. 

“Tt was part of the plan this offseason,” said 
Solomon, who broke out with 58 catches for 905 
yards and six TDs last season. “It’s easier to get off 
the line of scrimmage. You feel more confident in 
traffic.” 

Hinkel led the Hawkeyes with 63 catches for 744 
yards and seven TDs. He was also Iowa's top punt 
returner, with an 11.8-yard average on 22 returns. 

Hinkel, Solomon and cornerback Jovon Johnson 
are among possible punt returners. 

“They've been trying to put weight on me since 
the day I walked in the door,” Hinkel said. “I don’t 
think that’s ever going to change. I’m going to get 
as big as I can and as fast as I can.” 

Quarterback Drew Tate is also looking a little big- 
ger. He was listed at 185 this spring but said he’s 
above 190. 

“I'm not a big guy and probably never will be,” 
Tate said. 

* Sophomore defensive end Bryan Mattison suf- 
fered a mid-foot injury and had surgery in April. 
With four job openings on the defensive line, 
Mattison’s injury is probably the most significant of 
the offseason. 

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz is optimistic that 
Mattison will be 100 percent for fall workouts. 
Mattison is expected to anchor one of the defensive 
end positions. 

© Senior Mike Follett (6-5, 245) and freshman 
Mitch King (6-3, 237) moved to end and tackle, 
respectively, during spring practice. 

Follett, who's played linebacker and tight end, 
is expected to make a run for a starting spot. 

* Iowa tinkered with the offensive line this 
spring with center Mike Elgin changing positions 
with right guard Brian Ferentz, although that switch 
might not be permanent. 

* Punter is probably the most hotly contested 
position going into fall camp, Ferentz said. Junior 
Andy Fenstermaker and senior John Gallery are bat- 
tling for the position. 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


ANTLUAN ALLEN 


ondary that returns three starters. 
Sophomores Kenny Iwebema and 
Bryan Mattison seem set at the ends. 
There’s some competition at the tackles, 
but expect starters to come from sopho- 
mores George Eshareturi and Alex Willcox 
and freshmen Matt Kroul and Ted Bentler. 
Iwebema is rangy and fast. Mattison 
has an endless motor and good power. 
Kroul and Bentler are every-down never- 
say-die types who play low. At 6-3, 284, 


Eshareturi has anchor possibilities. 


lowa’ s Winning 


pinta 


Trend 19 


Defensive line coach Ron Aiken has 
developed a pile of NFL linemen while at 
Iowa. So, the coaching and the style 


remain. Expect that style to be physical. 


Iowa coaches breathed a sigh of relief 


when linebackers Chad Greenway and 
Adbul Hodge decided to return for their 
senior seasons. Both could have jumped 
into the NEL. 

They earned first-team All-Big Ten 
honors last season. Hodge, the middle 
linebacker, has 295 career tackles, 14th 
on lowa’s career list. Greenway has 260 
tackles, 23rd on Iowa's career list. 

The secondary is led by senior corners 
Jovon Johnson and Antwan Allen. 
Johnson has 14 career interceptions. 
Sophomore Charles Godfrey will hold 
down the free safety position until junior 


Marcus Paschal returns from a torn ACL. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


After going through just two in eight 
seasons, lowa finds itself in the market for 
a new punter. 

Senior John Gallery and junior Andy 
Fenstermaker are in the running. Gallery 
averaged 46 yards on two punts last season. 
Fenstermaker has yet to attempt a punt in 
a game, but beat out Gallery for the travel 
squad midway through last season. 

The race likely will remain open 
through fall camp. 

Kicker Kyle Schlicher won games for 
the Hawkeyes last season. He set a record 


with five field goals in a 29-27 victory at 


BEST 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Drew Tate 
Cemented his name in 
Towa lore with a 56-yard TD 
pass to Warren Holloway on 
the last play of the Capital 
One Bowl, giving the 
Hawkeyes a 30-25 victory. 
.. A first-team All-Big Ten 
pick, Tate was first in the 
conference in yards (262.4) 
and pass efficiency (137.1) 
and second in total offense 
(225.8). ... He finished with 2,786 yards and 20 
TD passes, putting him in the ace five i in Towa's 
single-season lists. 


EMERGING STAR 


CB Jovon Johnson 
Begins his senior season 
with 14 career intercep- 
tions, third on Iowa‘s career 
list. He needs four picks to 
catch Nile Kinnick and 
Devon Mitchell for Iowa's 
career record. ... Iowa's sec- 
ondary tied fact first in con- 
ference games with 13 INTs, a 
The unit also finished sec- 
ond in yards per pass 
attempt last season, allowing 5.3 ide an 
attempt. ... Johnson tied for the Big Ten lead 
with four INTs. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


pr Matt Kroul — 

The 6-3, 256-pound ad 
shirt freshman almost 
played last season, which is 
saying something consider- 
ing Iowa's all-senior defen- 
sive line last fall. He’s been 
penciled in at tackle since 
the Capital One Bowl prac- 
tices. ... A first-team all- 
stater dating his junior and 
senior seasons at Mount 
Vernon (Iowa) High School. He had 212 solo 
tackles in his junior and senior seasons, along 
with 2,019 rushing yards and 36 TDs. 


2005 
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CHAD GREENWAY 


Star Linebackers 
_ Back for More 


As it turns out, it was never close. 

Abdul Hodge and Chad Greenway 
were never going anywhere. They 
kept saying that time and again last 
fall when the “NFL” question came 
up. 

Only now, after a spring of heavy 
sweat, do we really believe the Iowa 
linebackers will play their senior sea- 
sons at Kinnick Stadium. 

“I didn’t consider it at all,” said 
Hodge, a 6-2, 234-pound middle line- 
backer. “It was just a quick thought. 
I wanted to come back and finish 
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school. We've got a lot of stuff we want 

to accomplish out here. I wanted to 

give the university another year.” 

“Not at all, not at all,” Greenway 

_ said when asked for his thoughts on 
skipping his senior season. 

“I didn't feel like I was even close 
to being good enough to take that 
step. I feel like there’s way too much 
for me to learn and to do here. I could 
never have left my friends here. We've 
built too much. We have too much 

| going for us.” 

The questions came on an almost 
weekly basis last fall. NFL draft experts 

_ put their names out there. ESPN’s Mel 
Kiper had Greenway going in the first 
round. 

Everyone in the Iowa football com- 
plex knew the answer to the question. 

“T think that talk was circulated by 
the media and I’m sure agents did their 
share of fishing,” Iowa coach Kirk 
Ferentz said. “I don’t think that even 
entered their minds.” 

Hodge and Greenway say they're 
back because they need to get better. 
| This is where maybe you think the NEL 
question was a valid question. 

These are two of the most accom- 
plished linebackers Iowa has ever had. 

Both earned first-team All-Big Ten 
honors last season. Hodge's 295 career 
tackles rank 14th on Iowa's career list. 
Greenway isn’t far behind at 260 
(23rd). They've finished in the top 10 
in tackles in the Big Ten in each of the 
last two seasons. 

Despite their All-America status, 
they see room for improvement. 

“It’s just little things, but things we 
need to work on,” Hodge said. 
“Alignment ... and mostly just staying 
consistent. Try to be a better leader 
out here on the field.” 

Greenway added interceptions to his 
resume’ last season, picking off the 
first three passes of his career. He 
missed some of spring practice with an 
abdominal injury, but didn’t miss a 
moment to get better. 

“T learn every day,” he said. 


Minnesota. He also tied an Iowa record 
with 21 field goals. 

Senior wideout Ed Hinkel is the top 
returner, averaging 11.8 yards a punt 
return. Iowa lost Walner Belleus, 17 yards 


a punt return, to academics. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


This is the first season Iowa will feel 
the sting of Missouri pulling out of a 
four-year home-and-home deal. Iowa 
would have hosted the Tigers on Sept. 3 
in Iowa City, but Missouri bought out 
the contract and left the Iowa adminis- 
tration in scramble mode. 

This year, the Iowa schedule-makers 
came up with Ball State and Division 
I-AA Northern Iowa. This won't help the 
Hawkeyes in the strength of schedule 
department. 

Of the Big Ten contenders, the 
Hawkeyes might have the toughest 
schedule; they face Ohio State, Purdue 
and Wisconsin on the road. All three will 
compete for a conference title. Because of 
the Big Ten’s scheduling, Iowa drops 
Penn State and Michigan State for 
Northwestern and Indiana this season. 


— Marc Morehouse 


Sept. 3 Ball State 
“ Sept. 10 at Iowa State 
“Sept. 17_ Northern Iowa _ 
Sept. 24 at Ohio State 
Oct. 1 Illinois 
“Oct. 8 a at Purdue 
“Oct. 15 - "Indiana 
Oct. 22 Michigan ; 
‘Nov.5 at Northwestern 
Nov. 12 at Wisconsin — 
“Nov.19 = —— Minnesota 
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AT A GLANCE - 


9-3 overall, 6-2 MAC (3rd, West) 


Gregg Brandon — At Bowling Green and 
overall: 20-6, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


13; 6 offense, 6 defense, punter 


- PLAYERS TO WATCH 


_ QB Omar Jacobs, RB P.J. Pope, WR Charles 
Sharon, WR Steve Sanders, OL Rob Warren 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


When you can trot out the league's 
current Offensive Player of the Year, 
a first-team all-conference running back 
_ from two years ago, two all-conference 
linemen and a pair of guys pushing for 
consideration at wide receiver, it makes 
_ for a decent offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The defense lost its two most athletic 
playmakers in the secondary, and a couple 
of very skilled linebackers. The new place- 
kicker has one career field goal. The 
Falcons also must live with increased 
expectations. 


PK Shaun Suisham, WR Cole Magner, 
CB Keon Newson, C Scott Mruczkowski, 
LB Jovon Burkes, S T.J. Carswell 


The Falcons have moved back to the MAC 
East to keep the league's numbers bal- 
anced. The jump also creates a balance of 
power. Bowling Green becomes the 
favorite in the East, where once-mighty 
Marshall is gone and defending champ 
Miami is working under a new staff. This 
should be the year the Falcons finally win 
it all. 


2005 


Recora-setting Offense Should Keep BG Near Top 


OFFENSE 


The Falcons have maintained a frenet- 
ic pace when it comes to offensive innova- 
tion, and that has allowed them, in just 
four years’ time, to race from the back of 
the pack to the top of the heap in produc- 
tivity. 

They scrapped a run-based and highly 
predictable approach that had_ helped 
mire them in a streak of six straight losing 
seasons and went to a spread under Urban 
Meyer, who gave free rein to his offensive 
coordinator, the same Gregg Brandon 
who has guided the Bowling Green pro- 
gram the past two seasons. 

With a stockpile of skilled athletes at 
his disposal, Brandon has given the 
Falcons an offense that ranked second in 
the country in total offense with a MAC 
record 506.3 yards per game, and scored a 
conference record 44.3 points per game. 

Junior quarterback Omar Jacobs 
earned All-American honors last season as 
the MAC’s Offensive Player of the Year. 
The athletic and savvy product of Delray 
Beach, Fla., was the national leader in 
touchdown passes with 41 and set an 
NCAA record for touchdown-to-inter- 
ception ratio by throwing just four picks. 

Add depth at tailback with PJ. Pope 
and B.J. Lane, two all-conference caliber 
receivers in Charles Sharon and Steve 
Sanders, and you quickly see where this 
train is headed. Rob Warren and Korey 
Lichtensteiger lead an offensive line that 


will again be one of the league's best. 


DEFENSE 


When it became apparent a few years 
ago that Marshall was dominating the 
MAC with speed, the Falcons made a 
change in their overall defensive 
approach. 

The Falcons want to force the issue 
and cause opposing offenses into panic- 
related mistakes. 

Tim Beckman is one of the MAC’s best 
and most experienced defensive coordina- 
tors, and with an offense that scores so 
often, he can afford to take some chances. 

The Falcons will continue to roll in 
fresh linemen in waves, starting with the 
experienced Mike Thaler, Devon Parks, 
Brad Williams and Monte Cooley. 

Ted Piepkow, Jamien Johnson and 
Terrel White provide a solid linebacking 
base. Terrill Mayberry, Jelani Jordan and 
Mike Crumpler offer experience and sta- 
bility in a secondary that lost a couple of 


top performers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


There is a significant changing of the 
guard taking place in the kicking role, 
where Shaun Suisham had spent three 
very productive years. Suisham hit a MAC 
record 69 PATS last year, and an NCAA 
record 226 in his career. Now JC transfer 
Josef Timchenko is under pressure to keep 
the position productive. Punter Nate Fry 
is sound, while Charles Sharon and B.]J. 
Lane are a skilled return team. 

— Matt Markey 
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AT A GLANCE 


9-3 overall, 7-1 Big Ten {T-1st) 


Lloyd Carr — At Michigan and overall: 
95-29, 11 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
16; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Chad Henne, RB Mike Hart, WR Steve 
Breaston, DT Gabe Watson, DE LaMarr 
Woodley, CB Leon Hall 


~ PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense can beat teams any number 
of ways — with Chad Henne’s arm... 
with the running of Mike Hart ... with 
play-making receivers. Special teams, 
frequently a weakness at Michigan, 

are moving in the right direction. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Tnexperience at linebacker and in the sec- 


backfield will have to develop fill-ins for 
departed All-Americans at cornerback and 
safety. If the defensive line, led by 
Watson and Woodley, can pressure the 
quarterback, that will help smooth the 
transition. 


WR Braylon Edwards, C David Baas, 
FB Kevin Dudley, CB Marlin Jackson, 
SS Ernest Shazor 


The Wolverines should contend for their 
third consecutive Big Ten title and be in 

the national title hunt, too — provided 

the defense can snap out of its funk. If not, 
2005 could be filled with Saturday shootouts 
because it appears that few opponents are 
capable of slowing the Michigan attack. 
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ondary. In particular, Michigan's defensive. 


Explosive Offense in Place, but Defense Must Rebound 


Michigan is out to reclaim a piece of 
its identity. 

Never mind that the 2004 Wolverines 
reached the Rose Bowl and went 9-3 
while starting true freshmen at quarter- 
back and tailback. When it came to play- 
ing shut-’em-down defense, a Michigan 
hallmark, the Wolverines looked lost by 
season's end. 

After eight games, the veteran unit 
was ranked third nationally against the 
run and 11th in total defense. Then 
came the collapse. 

Michigan surrendered 535 yards to 
Michigan State, 405 to Northwestern ... 
then 386 total yards just to Ohio State quar- 
terback Troy Smith in a Buckeyes upset. 

A little more than a month later, the 
dual nature of the Wolverines was on dis- 
play in Pasadena, Calif: An offense that 
had become nearly unstoppable, and 
a defense that was clueless. 

Texas quarterback Vince Young 
scorched the Wolverines for 192 rushing 
yards — plus 180 through the air — and 
scored four touchdowns in the Longhorns’ 
38-37 come-from-behind victory. 

The total damage done to the 
Michigan defense last year? Two hundred 
seventy-nine points, the most allowed in 
school history. The goal for 2005? Get 
the problems fixed. 

“Last year, we didn’t finish the way we 
wanted to,” senior defensive tackle Pat 


Massey said. “That definitely leaves a bad 


taste in your mouth. You just want to get 
back out there and prove yourself again.” 

While Massey and his defensive mates 
are out to re-establish themselves, 
Michigan’s offensive players are eager to 
see just how much they further they can 
push an already potent attack. 

Despite the loss of All-American wide- 
out Braylon Edwards, there is reason to 
believe the Wolverines will be a better 
unit. Strong-armed quarterback Chad 
Henne has a year of experience, tailback 
Mike Hart said he feels like he’s back in 
high school, and there’s a stockpile of vet- 
erans at tight end, wide receiver and 
offensive line. 

“We're going to be more wide open,” 
said Hart, who led the Big Ten with 
1,455 rushing yards last year. “Braylon 
was our No. | guy. This year we're going 
to have so many threats from every posi- 
tion. We're just going to be a better- 
rounded team.” 

And if the defense can do its part, the 
Wolverines likely will be crowned Big Ten 


champio ns again. 


OFFENSE 

When starting quarterback designee 
Matt Gutierrez was lost before the 2004 
season opener with a shoulder injury, 
offensive coordinator Terry Malone 
began shrinking the playbook. 

He decided to feed the offense in lim- 


ited doses to the next quarterback in line. 


2005 
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Turns out Chad Henne and the scaled- 
down Michigan attack fared just fine. 

Henne had one of the finest seasons 
ever by a true freshman quarterback at 
the Division I-A level, finishing with 
2,743 yards and 25 touchdown passes. 
Couple that with the emergence of tail- 
back Mike Hart, and Michigan was an 
offensive juggernaut by the time the Rose 
Bowl arrived. 

This season, Henne is expecting more 
from himself and the team. 

“Just look at all the mistakes I had — 
interceptions, sacks. They're all part of 
being a first-year guy,” Henne said. “But 
there are certain things you can eliminate 
at the quarterback position by yourself.” 


Henne’s biggest challenge as a sopho- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 168.8 ypg rushing (5th Big Ten/61st NCAA), 282.9 passing (4th/45th), 386.5 total offense (Sth/46th), 30.8 pag (2nd/24th) 


QB Chad Henne* So. Unlimited potential for strong-armed youngster. Matt Gutierrez, Jr. 
RB Mike Hart* So. Gives defenses fits with his shiftiness. Max Martin, So. 
RB Kevin Grady Fr. State of Michigan’s all-time prep rushing leader. Obi Oluigbo, Jr. 
WR Jason Avant“ Sr. A team leader in every way. Doug Dutch, Fr. 
WR Steve Breaston Jr. An amazing athlete, poised for stardom. Adrian Arrington, So. 
TE Tim Massaquoi* Sr. Gives Michigan another downfield threat. Tyler Ecker, Jr. 

LT Adam Stenavich* Sr. Solid starter, protects Henne’s back. Mike Kolodziej, Jr. 
LG Leo Henige Sr. Coming off knee surgery. Alex Mitchell, Fr. 
C Rueben Riley* Jr. Started at guard last season. Mark Binl, Jr. 

RG Matt Lentz* Sr. Perhaps the team’s strongest player. Adam Kraus, So. 
RT Jake Long” So. An All-American in-waiting. Mike Kolodziej, Jr. 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 133.3 ypg rushing (7th in Big Ten/39th NCAA), 202.9 passing (Sth/43rd), 338.3 total defense (Gth/33rd), 28.3 ppg (7th/42nd) 


DE  PierreWoods* Sr. __ Tailed off last year after strong 2003 season. 
DT Gabe Watson* Sr. — Conditioning only question about talented senior. 
DT ‘Pat Massey* Sr. Steady performer has grown into his 6-8 frame. 
DE LaMarr Woodley* Jr. Could be team’s best defender. 

LB Prescott Burgess Jr. Prepared to start after two years as backup. 

LB Chris Graham So.  Shortin stature, but a big hitter. 

LB  ScottMcClintock* Sr. Two-year starter with a knack for interceptions. 
CB Leon Hall* Jr. May be the next great Michigan cornerback. 

CB Grant Mason Sr. Has speed and smarts. 

SS Brandent EnglemonSo. — Replaces All-American Ernest Shazor. 

FS Ryan Mundy* Jr. Good player, good guy. 

“Returning starter 


more might be finding ways to utilize all 
the Wolverines’ talent. Tight end Tim 
Massaquoi is a three-year starter, and his 
backup, Tyler Ecker, is experienced, too. 
Wideout Jason Avant is the team’s most 
sure-handed receiver, and the electric 
Steve Breaston will test defenses deep. * 

The offensive line loses just one starter, 
and the running game possibilities are 
better than they've been in years. Hart, in 
fact, said he'd gladly surrender some car- 
ries to fellow sophomore Max Martin and 
touted true freshman Kevin Grady, who 
looked great in the spring after graduat- 
ing early from high school. 

“T can't be 100 percent every play if I’m 
carrying 40 times,” Hart said. “With a new 


guy in there, they're going to have fresher 


Jeremy Van Alstyne, Jr. 
Will Johnson, Fr. 
Alan Branch, So. 
Tim Jamison, So. 
Shawn Crable, So. 
John Thompson, So. 
David Harris, dr. 
Darnell Hood, Jr. 
Charles Stewart, So. 
Jamar Adams, So. 
Willis Barringer, Jr. 


legs and be able to do a much better job.” 
And, perhaps, make things that much 


tougher on opposing defenses. 


DEFENSE 


Talent isn’t the problem. 

Senior defensive tackle Gabe Watson, 
all 6-4, 300-plus pounds of him, is an 
All-America-caliber player. Tackle Patrick 
id LaMarr Woodley are 


both three-year starters. 


Massey and 


In the secondary, junior Leon Hall 
appears ready to take over All-American 
Marlin Jackson’s role as a shut-down cor- 
ner, and free safety Ryan Munuy should 
only get better as a second-year starter. 

The 2004, 


Michigan's defense was just as talented, 


problem is this: In 


2005 


MMH VEFMIES FROCK TM Hs 


4 There's always a reservation about rating a recruiting class at this date. ELASS SREAKGGLT 


(But) if I had to make an assessment, I would say it's as good and has 
a chance to be the best class we've had. I think it's got a lot of guys who 
have all the things necessary to be successful. | 4 tf 


Head coach Lloyd Carr on the 2005 recruiting class 


Kevin Grady, AB 


This five-star recruit has already made an impression on his new 
teammates, joining the Wolverines in time for Rose Bowl practice last 
December because he graduated high school a semester early. He'll 
make an even bigger impact on the field this season after breaking five 
Michigan state records and rushing for more than 8,000 yards in his 
prep career. 


Mario Manningham, WA 
Manningham was the top-rated Ohio recruit (No. 3 overall) to sign Mister Simpson, RB 

with Michigan, which is always a delight for Wolverine fans. He litup This star running back from 
five-star cornerback Jamario O'Neal, a Buckeyes recruit, with seven Cincinnati's Colerain High School 
catches for 251 yards and three scores in a game against rival has proven to be a team leader, sac- 
Cleveland Glenville. The Warren, Ohio-product hopes to have the  ‘ificing his personal stats — he had 


THE SLEEPER 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 6 


BIG 10: 1 


OOS ffEEDS 


After Chad Henne’s successful freshman 
debut last season, the Wolverines appear set 


same success against the Buckeyes and the rest of the Big Ten. 


Terrance Taylor, DL 


immediate impact on the Wolverines’ defense in 2005. 


ZF PIEMWCONMERS GF MPAHLT 


LPOWTS SIG/ITECCLS 


HL, WL Hometown School 


BASS, Antonio ATH 6-1, 194 eo°o0°0o Jackson, MI Jackson 
Ranked as the fifth-best “athlete” and the No. 49 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 2 overall prospect in Michigan, by 
Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Louisiana State, Michigan State, Notre Dame, Penn State, Syracuse and Virginia Tech. ... Runs 
a 4.4-second 40-yard dash. 


BUTLER, Carson DE 6-6, 235 ooo Detroit, Mi Renaissance 
Ranked as the 44th-best strongside defensive end in the nation and the No. 12 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ... Also 
received interest from Indiana, Michigan State, Notre Dame, Purdue and Wisconsin. ... Did not play as a junior, preferring to focus on 
basketball, and primarily played tight end and linebacker as a senior. .. Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash, 


CRISWELL, Andre RB 6-1, 240 oo Detroit, MI Renaissance 
Oniginally committed to Bowling Green, but switched when Michigan offered a scholarship in the fall. ... Earned all-state honors at defen- 
Sive ene and also played tight end in high school. ... Was recruited by the Wolverines as a fullback, a position he has never played. 


FORCIER, Jason OB 6-2, 205 ooo San Diego, CA St. Augustine 
Ranked as the 15th-best dual-threat quarterback in the nation and the No, 48 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com, ... Also 
received offers from Arizona State, Colorado, Oregon, San Diego State and Utah. .. Passed for 2,915 yards and 40 touchdowns 

{to eight interceptions) while also rushing for 1,014 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. 


GERMANY, Eugene DE 6-4, 250 eoo0o°o Pomona, CA Pomona 
Also received offers trom Kansas State, Oregon, Oregon State, San Diego State and Washington State, ... Signed with Southern Cal in 
early 2004, but transferred out after visits 19 Kansas State and Michigan. ... Runs a 4.65-second 40-yard dash. 


GRADY. Kevin RB 5-10, 230 O©GOG60  E Grand Rapids, Mi & Grand Rapids 
Ranked as the fourth-best running back and No. 22 averall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 1 overall prospect in Michigan, by 
Rivals.com. ... Broke five state records in his high school career: rushing yards, rushing attempts, touchdowns, scoring and consecu- 
tive 100-yard games. ... His 8,439 career yards shattered the previous record by 626 yards. 


HARRISON, Brandon cB 5-8, 190 oooco Dayton, OH Chaminade-Julienne 
Ranked as the 16th-best comerback in the nation and the No. 11 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Florida 
lowe, Notre Dame, Purdue and Tennessee. ... Ran a 4.3-secor yard dash and had a 37-inch vertical leap at the Columbus NIKE camp. 


LOGAN, Brandon LB 6-1, 195 ooo Lexington, KY Lexington Catholic 
Ranked as the 3ist-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No. 5 cverall prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Clemson, Florida. Kentucky, Louisville and Tennessee. ... Selected for the U.S. Army All-American Bowl as a senior, ... 
Brother John Logan is a wide receiver at Kentucky. 


MANNINGHAM, Mario = WR 6-0, 174 eooo0 Warren, OH Harding 
Ranked as the fifth-best wide receiver and No. 45 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 3 overall prospect in Ohio, by Rivals.com. 

. Nicknames are “Rio” and “Super Mario”. ... Nominated for the U.S, Army All-American Bowl, Ohio North-South Game and Big 33 
All-Star Game. 


McAVOY, Tin oT 6-6, 271 ooo Bloomington, IL Bloomington 
Ranked as the 29th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 16 overall prospect in IMlinois by Rivals.com. ... Also recelved offers 
from Cincinnati, Northwestern, Wisconsin and Northern IMinois. .., Played primarily at tight end his first three years, leading 
Bloomington to three straight state runner-up finishes. ... Suffered a neck injury that required surgery a3 a senior. 


McKINNEY, J oT 


6-2, 277 eooo°0o 
Ranked as the ni.tieepest defensive tackle and No. 98 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 2 overall prospect in Kentucky, by 
Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Clemson, Florida, Kentucky, Louisville, Nebraska, Ohio State and Oklahoma. ... Verbally com- 
mitted to Michigan as a junior, but de-committed later that year. ... Selected to play in the U.S. Army All-American Bow! as a senior. 


Louisville, KY Central 


MCLAURIN, Chris DE 6-4, 217 ooo Orchard Lake, MI St. Marys 
Ranked as the 27tt-best weakside defensive end in the nation and the No. 7 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ....Also 
recelved offers from Boston College, Ceotral Michigan and Eastern Michigan. ... Made 50 tackles and 11 sacks as a junior; also was 

a two-way Starter at tight end, 


2005 


This 6-1, 285-pounder is incredibly strong, with a bench press max of 
400 pounds and a squat of 630. He has the natural ability to take over 
a game from his position at the end of the line and could make an 


just 1,200 yards rushing as a senior 
— to act as a decoy and help his 
team win a state championship. But 
his talent is just as high as his char- 
acter and he could prove to be 
a Capable successor to Michael Hart 
in the Wolverines’ backfield. 


at quarterback. But with the loss of Clayton 
Richard to baseball, only three signal-callers 
are on scholarship for this season and extra 
depth is always a plus at this position. 
The Wolverines only recruited one linebacker 
and two cornerbacks in 2005, so coach 
Lloyd Carr will need to look for future stars 
at those two key defensive spots during the 
next recruiting season. 


Hometown School 


MESKO, Zoltan K 6-4, 230 oo°o Twinsburg, OH Twinsburg 
Ranked as the second-best kicker in the nation and the No. 36 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivais.com. ... Also received offers from Indiana, 

Northwestern and Southern Cal. ... Averaged 43.6 yards per punt with 2 long of 68 yards as a senior. ... Also connected on eight of 12 field 

goals with a long of 47 yards. ... Was recruited primarily as @ punter, but could see time on place-kicking duties with the Wolverines 


MOOSMAN, David ou 6-5, 270 ooo°o Libertyville, IL Libertyville 
Ranked as the 11th-best offensive guard in the nation and the No. 6 overall prospect in WWlinois by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from lowa, Notre Dame, UCLA and Wisconsin. ... Had surgery in January to repair a shoulder injury suffered late in his senior season, 
Wwhen he led Libertyvilla to a 14-0 record and a state championship. 


ORTMANN, Mark OL 6-6, 270 ooo Klein, TX Klein 
Ranked as the 43rd-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 90 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com, ... Also received offers 
trom Colorado, Duke, Xansas, Missouri, Northwestern, Texas A&M and Wake Forest. ... Bench presses more than 350 pounds and 
Squats close to 450. ... Eamed second-team all-district honors as a junior. 


RICHARDS, Chris ATH 5105.15 O66 North Hills, CA James Monroe 
Ranked as the 61st-best “athlate” in the natlon and the No. 71 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
California and Washington State, plus interest from Notre Dame, Oregon State, Southern Cal and Stanford. ... Selected to play in the 
Califlorida Bow! as a senior. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash, 


SAVOY, LaTerryal wR 6-2, 195 oo°o Mamou, LA Mamou 
Ranked as the 30th-best wide receiver in the nation and the No. 10 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
interest from Ole Miss and Nebraska. ... Led Mamou to the Class 2A state semifinals for the first time in school history as a senior. 
Caught 61 passes for 1,213 yards and 21 touchdowns last season. 


SCHIFAND, Justin OT 6-5, 300 6000 Webster, NY Schroeder 
Ranked as the 12th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 4 overall prospact in New York by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Boston College, Miami (Fia.), Penn State, Syracuse and Virginia Tech. ... Helped Schroader win the state championship 

his freshman and sophomore years, and finish as state runners-up as a junior. 


SEARS. Johnny ce 6-1, 178 ooo Fresno, CA Edison 
Ranked as the 26th-best comerback in the nation and the No. 56 overall prospect in Calitornia by Rivals.com, ... Also received interest 
from Southern Cal and Fresno State, ... Ran a 4,4-second 40-yard dash and jumped more than 40 inches in his vertical leap at the 
Southern Cal combine in April. 


SIMPSON, Mister RB 5-10, 195 000 Cincinnati, OH Colerain 
Ranked as the 20th-best running back in the nation and the No. 16 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Cincinnati, Maryland and Bowing Green, plus interest from Duke and Indiana. ... Rushed for 1,200 yards as a senior, zading Colerain 
10 a state championship, a 15-0 record and an average margin of victory of 40 points. 


SLOCUM, Marques OL 6-4, 331 eoo°o Philadelphia, PA West Catholic 
Ranked as the top offensive guard and No. 37 averall prospect in the nation, plus the No, 3 overall prospect in Pennsylvania, by 
Rivals.com. ,,. Also received offers from Maryland, Michigan State, North Carolina and Southern Cal, ... Selected to play in the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl as a senior. .,. Has a bench press max of 335 pounds and a squat of 600. 


TAYLOR, Terrance oT 6-1, 285 oooSo Muskegon, MI Muskegon 
Ranked as the eighth-best detensive tackle and No. 96 averall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 3 cverall prospect in Michigan, by 
Rivals.com. ... Also received offers [rom Florida, lowe, Louisiana State, Miami (Fla.) and Nebraska. ... Has a bench press max of 400 
pounds and a squat of 630. ... Also runs a 4.95-second 40-yard dash. 


ZIRBEL, Cory oT 6-7, 30: aooo Murray, KY¥ Murray 
Ranked as the 10th-best offensive tackle and No. 83 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 1 overall prospect in Kentucky, 

by Rivals.com, ... Received offers from 61 Division |-A schools, including Kentucky, Miami (Fla.), Oklahoma and Virginia Tech. .. 

Has a bench press max of 365 pounds and a squat of 500. 
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Name 


Jamar Adams 
Roger Allison 
Adrian Arrington 
Jason Avant 
Willis Barringer 
Rondel Biggs 
Mark Bibl 

James Bloomsburgh 
Turner Booth 
Alijah Bradley 
Alan Branch 
Steve Breaston 
Prescott Burgess 
Anton Campbell 
Mike Carl 

Chip Cartwright 
Keston Cheathem 
Brad Cischke 
Jeremy Ciulla 
Shawn Crable 
Grant DeBenedictis 
Doug Dutch 
Tyler Ecker 
Shakir Edwards 
Jason Eldridge 
Brardent Englemon 
Brett Gallimore 
Jason Gingell 
Kevin Grady 
Chris Graham 
Matt Gutierrez 
Leon Hail 

Scott Hamel 
David Harris 
Mike Hart 

Leo Henige, Jr. 
Chad Henne 
Darnell Hood 
David Hull 
Jerome Jackson 
Tim Jamison 

Will Johnson 
Tyrone Jordan I 
Jeff Kastl 

Mike Kolodziej 
Adam Kraus 


Matt Lentz 


PK 


wt 


184 
210 
202 


27 


5-10 194 


OL/LS 6-2 255 


Ss 
$ 


WR 
TE 
DB 
RB 
s 
OL 
PK 
RB 
ILB 
as 


RB 


oT 
WR 


170 


323 


236 
5-11 191 


6-0 204 


181 
201 
305 


308 
5-10 195 
6-6 247 
6-0 207 
5-8 180 
5-11 199 
6-4 302 
5-9 183 
5-11 228 
S11 225 
6-4 232 


5-10 207 


5-11 190 
6-1 261 
5-11 200 

250 
64 287 
5-10 186 
6-3 223 


Class 
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Sr 
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ar 
So 
So 
Jt 
Sr 


St 


Tackles: S 
Interceptions: Cu’ 


Sacks: 


WOLVERINES SPRING OS TER 


Hometown 


Charlotte, NC 
Lake Orion 
Cedar Rapids, [A 
Chicago, IL 
Toledo, OH 
Southfield 
Washington C.H., OH 
Berkeley, CA 
Baltimore, MD 
Hercules, CA 
Rio Rancho, NM 
North Braddock, PA 
Warren, OH 
OFallon, MO 
Troy 

Hartford 
Miraloma, CA 
Troy 

Kennesaw, GA 
Massillon, OH 
Boca Raton, FL 
Bowie, MD 

El Dorado Hills, CA 
Detroit 

Oxford 
Covington, KY 
Parkville, MO 
Northville 

Ada 
Indianapolis, IN 
Concord, CA 
Vista, CA 

Rye, NY 

Grand Rapids 
Syracuse, NY 
Chesaning 
Wyomissing, PA 
Detroit 
Plymouth 
Saginaw 
Riverdale, IL 
Oakland 
Flushing 

Clinton Township 
Joliet, IL 

New Orleans, LA 
Ortonville 


Name 


James Logan 
Jake Long 
K.C. Lopata 
Patrick Lyall 
Max Martin 


Grant Mason 


Tim Massaquoi 


Mike Massey 

Pat Massey 
Chris Matsos 
Scott McClintock 
Alex Mitchell 
Craig Moore 

Dan Moore 

Ryan Mundy 
Kevin Murphy 
Obi Oluigbo 

B.J. Opong-Owusu 
William Paul 
Kyle Plummer 
Max Pollock 
Clayton Richard 
Rueben Riley 
Garrett Rivas 
Ross Ryan 

Jon Saigh 

Paul Sarantos 
David Schoonover 
Patrick Sharrow 
Landon Smith 
Mark Spencer 
Adam Stenavich 
Charles Stewart 
Jacob Stewart 
Cari Tabb 


Brian Thompson 


John Thompson 


Morgan Trent 
Jeremy Van Alstyne 
Eric VanBeek 
Marques Walton 
Gabe Watson 

Matt Wilde 

LaMarr Woodley 
Pierre Woods 

Ben Wright 
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Class Hometown 


So 
a 
So 


Detroit 

Lapeer 
Farmington 
Adrian 

Madison, AL 
Pontiac 
Allentown, PA 
Brecksville, OH 
Brecksville, OH 
New Boston 
Belle Vernon, PA 
Reese 

San Diego, CA 
Canton 

Wilkins Twnshp, PA 
Grand Rapids 
Laurel, MD 

West Bloomfield 
Chesterfield, MO 
Milford 

Takoma Park, MD 
Lafayette, IN 
Grand Rapids 
Tampa, FL 
Franklin 
Kingsford 
Portage 

DeWitt 

Monroe 

San Jose, CA 
Ann Arbor 
Marshfield, WI 
Farmington Hills 
Ypsilanti 

Ann Arbor 
Saginaw 


Detroit 
Brighton 
Greenwood, IN 
Edwardsville, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Novi 

Troy 

Saginaw 
Cleveland, OF 


Grosse Pointe 


“a 


~ 


» € ‘Miami (OH) 43-10 | 


( NOTEBOOK | J 


nce known for its stable of running backs who 
Or in and out of the lineup, Michigan has 
gone to a more exclusive approach in recent years. 

From Anthony Thomas to Chris Perry to Mike 
Hart, the Wolverines have relied on a single back to 
carry the load. Last year, his first in Ann Arbor, Hart 
became that feature back and led the Big Ten in 
rushing. 

Now, with freshman Kevin Grady and sophomore 
Max Martin appearing ready to contribute, it may be 
back to a tailback rotation of sorts — or perhaps 
even more intriguing — to formations that use two 
tailbacks at a time. 

What could make that option even trickier for 
defenses is the hard-to-find height of both Hart and 
Grady. Listed at 5-9, Hart is even shorter than that, 
and Grady — though listed at 5-11 — is even 
shorter than Hart. 

“Yeah, he’s shorter than me,” Hart said, smiling. 
“(But) he weighs 230, so he makes up for it.” 

Backup quarterback Matt Gutierrez — set to be 
last year’s starter before getting injured — has 
recovered well from shoulder surgery. Originally 
expected to miss spring practices, Gutierrez was 
able to participate in everything but contact drills. 
That's good news for Michigan, considering 2004's 
No. 2 quarterback — left-hander Clayton Richard — 
did miss the entire spring while pitching for the 
school’s baseball team. 

® Michigan's defensive linemen have enjoyed 
teasing their new coach about his previous alle- 
giance to in-state rival Michigan State. Apparently 
Steve Stripling — who coached the Spartans’ line 
the past two seasons — has no trouble laughing 
along with the players. To a point. 

“He's a fun guy, likes to have fun, no problem 
joking around in meetings,” defensive lineman Pat 
Massey said. “But he definitely gets after it. 
He knows what we have to do, that we have to get 
better and he’s determined to get us there.” 

© It’s a stretch to call All-Big Ten defensive tack- 
le Gabe Watson svelte, but the senior appears more 
committed than ever to his conditioning. Last sea- 
son, the 6-4 Watson came into spring practice 
weighing 343 pounds. 

He dropped about 15 pounds off that total by the 
start of 2005's spring practices. 


(8-3, 7-1) 


Michigan State 3 OT 45-37 


Northwestern _ 42- 20 


7 at Ohio — = 21-37 
Texas _37- -38 
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yet at times yielded points in bunches. 
“Last year did end kind of bad. The 
last two games, especially,” Watson said. 
“The biggest problem, as everybody 
knows, was the quarterback scramble.” 
To help the Wolverines correct their mis- 
takes, Michigan hired defensive line coach 
Steve Stripling from rival Michigan State. Not 
only does Stripling have an excellent reputa- 
tion, he has an intimate knowledge of the 
Spartans’ spread offense, which was effective 


against the Wolverines last fall. 


ee et ee 


“(Steve is) an excellent pass-rush guy, 
too,” Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said. 
“And that, when it really comes down to 
it, was one of the major problems we had 
a year ago. We were young and not as 
strong as we needed to be.” 

Michigan, which shifted to a 3-4 
defensive scheme last year, worked most 
of the spring in its old 4-3 alignment. 
And 


defenders relentlessly on ways to bring 


the team’s coaches drilled the 
down mobile quarterbacks. 

Although the defense still needs to 
prove itself, the players have confidence 
they'll be known for the tackles they 
make rather than the ones they miss. 

“Once all 


Woodley said. “We're going to be a real 


we come together,” 


great defense.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


After struggling with injuries last sea- 
son, Steve Breaston finally reached full 
health for the Rose Bowl. What a differ- 
ence the spry returner made. He finished 
with a Rose Bowl-record 221 yards on six 
kickoff returns (a 36.8-yard average). 
Now a junior and still healthy, Breaston 
should keep things complicated for 
Opposing special teams coaches. 

Michigan’s other weapon is kicker 
Garrett Rivas. Although his leg lacks 
oomph, Rivas has been accurate and cool 
under pressure. Last season, he connected 
on 19 of 24 field goal attempts, including 


the game-winner against Purdue. 


Michigan's Winning Trend 1995-2004 


<A: 


SS 


™BEST 


™BAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Chad Henne | 
Henne exceeded every- 
one’s. expectations by / 
throwing for 2,743 yards 
and 25 touchdowns as 
a true freshman. ... His § 
touchdown total tied Elvis 
Grbac’s single-season school » 
record. Also had a pair of 
four-touchdown games, 
against Michigan State and ? 
Texas. ... Unshakable in the 
pocket, Henne is physically stronger this season 
and better versed in the offense, 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Steve Breaston 

In two years at Michigan, } 
Breaston has revealed his 4 
astounding ability in limited | 
doses. ... As a freshman, 
he became the first Wolverine | 
since 1949 to score four differ- | 
ent ways: on a punt return, 
with a run, with a reception 
and throwing a touchdown 
pass. ... Last season, soreness 
in his foot hobbled him until 
the Rose Bowl, where he broke the bowl's all-purpose 
yardage record. ... With wideout Braylon Edwards 
now in the NFL, Breaston can show his stuff full time. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Kevin Grady | 

A brick of a back at 228 | 
pounds, Grady graduated 
from high school a semes- 
ter early so he could prac- 
tice at the Rose Bowl and 
participate in spring drills. 
=. Rushed for a Michigan 
state record 8,431 yards at 
East Grand Rapids High, | 
and scored 151 rushing * 
touchdowns, another state 
mark. ... Will give the Wolverines a power 
option to Mike Hart's elusiveness. 
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STEVE BREASTON 


Hype Into Reality 


What can’t Wolverines wide receiv- 
er and return man Steve Breaston do? 

Control the hype, apparently. 

“He's playing awesome, great, 
quick fast,” tailback Mike Hart said. 
“He's going to come back like he did 
at the Rose Bowl this year, and play 
great every game.” 

And just how good can he be? 

“Steve is going to be probably the 
best receiver in the country,” said 
fellow wideout Jason Avant. 

Avant should know something 
about the topic, having started 
alongside Braylon Edwards, who won 
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the 2004 Biletnikoff Award, given to 
America’s top college receiver. 

But while Edwards bulked up his 
resume with a trio of 1,000-yard 
receiving seasons, Breaston has, so far, 
only teased fans and teammates with 
his possibilities. A brilliant return 
here. A daring reception there. 

While Breaston stands on the verge 
of becoming the first Big Ten player to 
amass 1,000 yards in receptions, kick- 
off returns and punt returns, the red- 
shirt junior has yet to establish him- 
self as an every-down athlete. 

“He's certainly got the potential to 
be a game-breaking football player,” 
coach Lloyd Carr said. 

A high school quarterback, the 6-1, 
179-pound Breaston caught 38 passes 
as a freshman in 2003. Last year, 
slowed by soreness in his foot follow- 
ing surgery, he had 34 receptions, and 
his average yards per catch fell. A bro- 
ken finger also forced him to miss one 
game, during which substitute return 
men Grant Mason and Leon Hall each 
had a return for a touchdown. 

Yet with more than a month to rest 
up for the Rose Bowl, Breaston showed 
why he has become a hot topic of off- 
season conversations. 

In the 38-37 loss to Texas, Breaston 
was the most brilliant of the 
Wolverines. He averaged nearly 37 
yards per kick return, and his career- 
best 53-yard return set up the field 
goal that gave Michigan a late lead. 
He also caught three passes for 77 
yards, including a breathtaking 50- 
yard touchdown reception. When the 
game was over, Breaston had 315 total 
yards, breaking 0.J. Simpson's Rose 
Bowl record of 276. 

“It just felt good being 100 percent 
and being out on the football field 
again,” a still-healthy Breaston said 
after Michigan's last spring practice. 

“T looked around, everybody's mak- 
ing the big play. Everybody's making 
plays.” 

Come fall, everyone's expecting that 
big-play guy to be Breaston. 


The Wolverines will be breaking in 
promising freshman punter Zoltan 
Mesko, who played in the U.S. Army All- 
American Bowl and averaged nearly 44 


yards per punt as a high school senior. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Michigan's schedule is loaded with home 
games — seven in fact — which is always a 
plus for the Wolverines, who are 58-6 in 
Ann Arbor under Carr. The toughest chal- 
lenge of three non-conference home games 
should come from Notre Dame. 

A rare intra-county meeting with Mid- 
American Conference opponent Eastern 
Michigan gives way to the Big Ten open- 
er at Wisconsin. That matchup could 
mean trouble, particularly — since 
Michigan has dropped its first road game 
in each of the past five seasons. 

Michigan will play host to Penn State 
for the first time since 2002, and the 
Wolverines travel to play Iowa, a con- 
ference title contender. Payback for last 
season's upset loss to Ohio State will be 
on Michigan’s mind when the Buckeyes 
visit Nov. 19. 


— John Heuser 


Ses 1c) 8 ESS 


Sept. 3 Northern Illinois" 
“Sept.10 Notre Dame 
“Sept. 17 Eastern Michigan 
“Sept.24  —_—_at Wisconsin. 

cea) mat Michigan State 

Oct. 8 az Minnesota 

Oct.15  ~—~—*~Penn State 

Oc 2a.) tat Towa 
“Oct.29.  —at Northwestern 
“Nov.12  —_ Indiana 
‘Nov.19  —OOhio State 
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AT A GLANCE 


2-9 overall, 2-6 MAC (T-Sth, East) 


Jim Hofher — At Buffalo: 7-39, 4 years; 
overall: 51-75, 12 years 


RE TURNING STARTERS 
18; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


0G Mike Schifano, RB Steven King, 
WR Terrance Breaux, LB Bryan Cummings, 
CB Gemara Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


_ The Bulls have as much experience on 

_ defense as anyone in the conference. 
Hofher has done things the right way 
here and that should translate into some 

_ dividends on the field as his most veteran 
team makes the rounds in the MAC. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Despite the strides Buffalo has made, 

the Bulls still do not have an offense that 
can compete with the upper echelon of 
the MAC. If a game turns into a scoring 
contest, UB is out of it. 


WR Matt Knueven, 0G Erik Zeppuhar, 
QB Randall Secky, QB P.J. Piskorik, 
S$ J.J. Gibson 


Hofher received a vote of confidence and 
a contract extension this spring, keeping 
him on the Bulls’ sidelines through the 
2006 season. Despite the team’s physical 
improvement, the rest of the MAC has 
kept getting better, too. With his most 
experienced team, there is potential for 
improvement, but the schedule won't 
allow much on the bottom line. 


Bulls Stronger, Pushing Their Way Up the MAC 


OFFENSE 


Coach Jim Hofher said a few years ago 
that for his Bulls to be competitive in the 
rapidly improving MAC, they would 
have to be bigger, stronger and more ath- 
letic. They have done that. 

Now, the next order of business 
becomes growth as an offensive team — 
one that can score more points. To give 
itself the best shot at closing the gap with 
the scoring machines that dominate the 
conference, Buffalo needs an arsenal. 

There is strength and experience up 
front with Mike Schifano, Zack Love 
and Leroy Auguste on the interior, and 
Chad Upshaw at tight end. Steven King 
and Chris McDuffie should share carries 
at running back with the surprising Joe 
Cerminara, who had a great spring. 

Terrance Breaux and Dave Dawson, 
a converted running back, should provide 
options at receiver. The position where 
the Bulls desperately need stability and 
consistency is at quarterback, where there 
has been an almost constant state of flux 
over the past two seasons. 

Junior college transfer Tony Paoli, 
Stewart Sampsel and Chris Moore, who 
was missing from spring workouts while 
rehabbing after shoulder surgery, are all 
in the mix. Hofher would like to have his 


starter by early August. 


DEFENSE 


A combination of size and strength 


along the line, playmakers at linebacker, 
and speed in the secondary give Buffalo 
its best defense since it joined the MAC. 

The Bulls were ranked in the top half of 
the conference in total defense, and Hofher 
has nine starters back from that unit. 

Buffalo will start the most experienced 
defensive front it has had under Hofher. 
Ends Phil Jacques and Aaron Sanders, 
along with tackles Bill Meholif and Kirk 
Berry, should hold their own and be one 
of the MAC’s few all-senior fronts. 

The linebackers — Bryan Cummings, 
Jeff Bublavi and Rich Sanders — have all 
been through the wars in the MAC. 

The secondary is led by three-year 
starter Gemara Williams at one corner, 
while James Evans and Aaron Leeper are 
plenty capable on the other side of the 
field. Junior defensive back/linebacker 
James Vann returns after starting all 11 
games. After a year to adjust to the new 
scheme, Buffalo should have an even bet- 


ter 4-2-5 defense this time around. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Buffalo should be set for a while in the 
punting department with sophomore 
Ben Woods, who as a freshman nearly 
broke the single-season school record by 
averaging 41.2 yards per attempt. 

Place-kicker Mike Baker needs to 
become more reliable after making just 


five of 13 field goals. 
— Matt Markey 
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AT A GLANCE 


5-7 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (Tie-5th) 
John L. Smith — At MSU: 13-12, 2 years; 


overall: 123-72, 16 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


14; 8 offense, 5 defense, punter 


~ PLAYERS TO WATCH 


, QB Drew Stanton, DE Clifton Ryan, 
P Brandon Fields, NG Brandon McKinney 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense should continue to have the 
flashes of success it showed when Stanton 
played last season. Stanton has Jason 
Teague back at running back and all of 
his receivers. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


This team continues to have major defen- 
sive holes. Stopping the pass could be 

a significant problem with only 5-8 Jaren 
Hayes returning as a starter at cornerback 
and safety Eric Smith moving to the ban- 
dit position, a hybrid linebacker-safety 
role. 


FS Jason Harmon, MLB Ronald Stanley, 
DE Clifford Dukes, PK Dave Rayner, 
RG William Whitticker 


In Smith's third year, there are more holes 
than he could have imagined. The young 
players who are now sophomores are 
Smith's recruits and need to make major 
leaps to fill the gaps. It could be rocky at 
the beginning of the season and only 
improve if the offense can outgun oppo- 
nents — a definite possibility, but that 
sure is a lot of pressure on quarterback 
Drew Stanton. 


Spartans ‘Taking Ownership’ in Smith's Third Season 


When the sun rises on the new foot- 
ball season, John L. Smith isn’t quite sure 
what he'll see. 

His Michigan State team was alternate- 
ly horrid and brilliant last year but, 
as usual, only the most optimistic fans — 
and coaches — remember the high points. 

* Maybe the first half against 
Michigan, when an upset of the defend- 
ing and eventual Big Ten champs looked 
possible. 

¢ Or the dominating 51-17 win over 
Minnesota. 

¢ And especially the 49-14 rout of 
undefeated and No. 4-ranked Wisconsin. 

Then there were the low points — 
close, tough losses to open the season 
(Rutgers) and to close (Hawaii), as well as 
routs by Ohio State and Penn State. 

Smith realized that the biggest prob- 
lem was not outside the pads but inside 
the helmets. So that was his postseason 
goal — to change the culture. 

“T feel like we have had our best off- 
season since we've been here,” Smith said 
in the spring. 

“From the standpoint of our kids, 
their mentality and what they wanted 
to gain from the offseason. They're 
looking forward to the offseason and 
stressing accountability to one another. 
(Quarterback) Drew (Stanton) men- 
tioned that at the beginning. We're 
starting to buy in now and taking some 


ownership.” 


Stanton was the Spartans’ clear MVP 
last year, despite being in and out of the 
lineup with various injuries. When he 
played, he threw his body around with 
such reckless abandon that it might have 
smoothed his path to leadership. 

“The program is headed in the right 
direction and it has a lot to do with the 
coaches but also with the players holding 
themselves accountable,” Stanton said. 

“We had an up and down season, and 
part of that has to do with the fact that 
we weren't prepared as players at the 
beginning of the season and that started 
the roller-coaster a little bit.” 

Part of ending that process has been 
Smith’s attempt to crack down on lazi- 
ness. 

A player who slipped in the classroom 
or the weight room would find himself in 
a meeting with Smith, where he explains 
their drop in the depth chart. 

“Tr’s their mindset, how they look at 
themselves,” Smith said. 

“They become more mentally tough, 
getting up every day, going to the weight 
room and building up muscle. ... The 
other process is being accountable in the 
classroom and that helps in the offseason. 
That’s early in the morning getting your 
tail out of bed. This binding together 
helps.” 

Smith’s first two recruiting classes 
should see major snaps on the field this 


season and, though young, will make up 
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Caulcrick, a sophomore, 

and senior Jason Teague 
will be counted on to provide 
production in the ground 
game. (photo by John F 
Grieshop /Schwartzman) 
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Photo by Dilip Vishwanat/The Sporting News 


a strong core of the team’s lineup. 

As for competing for the league tide, 
well ... 

“I don’t know if it’s this year or next 
year, but I think we're going to compete 
for it. I really do,” Smith said. “It will 
depend on how much those young guys 
can come out of there with self-confi- 
dence and ability to step up. We're going 
to be more athletic than we were as 


a football team.” 


OFFENSE 


Almost everything on this team 
revolves around the passing game. Drew 
Stanton should enter the season healthy 
under center and his ability to run with 


the ball will keep defenses honest. Just 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 238.5 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 10/10th NCAA), 221.5 passing (Sth/S1st), 460.0 total offense (1st/10th), 28.4 points per game (4th/S8th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Drew Stanton" Jr. If he’s healthy, offense will be moving just fine. Brian Hoyer, Fr. 

RB Jason Teague Sr. Impressive against Wisconsin (17 car., 113 yards). Jehuu Caulcrick, So. 
WR Matt Trannon* Sr. Basketball helped physicality. Terry Love, So. 

WR Kyle Brown” Sr. Can be deep threat; averaged 13.1 ypc. last year. Aaron Alexander, Sr. 
WR Jerramy Scott* Jr. Three TD catches led team’s WRs last season. Carl Grimes, Fr. 

TE Ryan Woods Sr. _ Replaces Eric Knott and Jason Randall. Kellen Davis, So. 

LT _ Stefon Wheeler” Sr. _ Returning starter has good skills. Tom Kaczmarek, Fr. 
LG Kyle Cook* Jr. Was key in-state recruit in 2002. Daniel Zynn, Jr. 

C Chris Morris* Sr. Vocal leader of O-line; honorable mention Big Ten. John Masters, So. 
RG Gordon Niebylski Sr. Could be pushed by Clifford, Roland Martin. Pete Clifford, So. 
RT Mike Gyetvai So. Talented Canadian product. Jesse Miller, Fr. 
"Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 172A ypg rushing (Sth in Big Ten/73rd NCAA), 209.0 passing (6th 54th), 381.4 total defense (7th/62nd), 27.2 ppg (Bth/72nd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Michael Bazemore Sr. _ Finally healthy as a senior; 17 tackles in '04. Nick Smith, So. 

DT —Domata Peko Sr. __ Impressive as a JC transfer last season. Bobby Jones, Jr. 
OT Brandon McKinney* Sr. The anchor of the D-line; can be dominating. Joe Toth, So. 

DE Clifton Ryan* Jr. — Had 2.5 sacks and seven tackles for loss in 2004. Justin Kershaw, Fr. 
OLB David Herron, Jr.* Jr. ~—- Made 95 tackles last season, including three sacks. Dwayne Holmes, Fr. 
MLB Kaleb Thornhill So. Father Charlie, brother Josh are MSU football legends. Eric Andino, So. 
OLB Eric Smith* Sr. — Productive player moving from strong safety. Sir Darean Adams, So. 
LC Ashton Watson Sr. Starting spot not yet secure. Bryan Brighton, Fr. 
RC Jaren Hayes* Sr. — Only in second season at cornerback. Travis Key, So. 

SS Cole Corey So. Played only eight games, with two tackles, a year ago. Tom Dance, Fr. 

FS Greg Cooper Jr. Has cover corner ability. Mike Bell, So. 
*Returning starter 


how well he’s able to hit his deep corps of 
receivers remains the wild card. 

Unfortunately for MSU, Stanton’s 
style makes him fragile and even though 
backup Stephen Reaves got a few starts 
last year, he did not stand out and will 
battle two freshmen for the No. 2 spot. 

Last season nine players caught at least 
10 passes but none emerged as a primary 
threat. Big Matt Trannon (6-6) has that 
possibility in the red zone and speedsters 
Kyle Brown and Agim Shabaj were sup- 
posed to have that dimension, but neither 
have shown more than flashes. 

The spring standout was Brown, who 
was significantly better than the rest of 
the pack, Smith said. Another breakout 


player could be sophomore Terry Love. 


The offensive line will have to fill some 
holes, but the entering players are a bit 
more athletic than those who left, which 
could help in the quick-passing game. 

Center Chris Morris remains the most 
consistent presence on the line, but red- 


Roland Martin 


sophomore Mike Gyetvai are 


and 
both 


shirt freshman 
intriguing. 

Though the running game may strug- 
gle without departed DeAndra Cobb's 
breakaway speed, there may be a chance 
for younger players to provide that 
dimension and supplement Jason Teague 
and Jehuu Caulcrick. 

Redshirt freshman Tony Howard or 
true freshman Javon Ringer are possibili- 


ties to emerge. 
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4 I think we're getting some immediate help from the junior college players. 
... You're never happy with your class. You're happy with the guys you get, 


but unhappy with some that you lost. But this is a good class. 


Head coach John L. Smith on the 2005 recruiting class 


Bobby Jones, DE 


The Spartans’ top-rated recruit from the North Dakota State College of 
Science could step right in and start. He arrived at East Lansing in 
January and participated in spring practice, so he should be ready by 
the 2005 season opener. He is adept at both run and pass defense and 
will play a key role if State is to move up in the Big Ten standings. 


Domenic Natale, 0B 

The 6-2, 189-pound signal-caller from The Hun School in Princeton, 
N.J., will join forces in East Lansing with his top high school target, 
tight end Craig McGovern. Natale received scholarship offers from 
nearly a half-dozen Division | schools after throwing for 2,100 yards 
and 22 touchdowns as a senior. He'll be a serious candidate to replace 
senior Damon Dowdell at quarterback for the Spartans. 


Emory Jones, WR 

Originally from Detroit, this 6-3, 204-pound wideout returns to his 
home state, where he was one of the top-rated recruits in 2003. He is 
] currently taking two classes at Lansing C.C. in order to be eligible for 
the Spartans this fall. Jones will add much-needed depth to State’s 
receiving corps this season. 
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ALLISON, Ryan WR 6-3, 199 ooo Lake Orion, MI 
Ranked as the 29th-best wide receiver in the nation and the No. 4 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com 
from Boston College, Colorado, Georgia Tech, Kansas State, UCLA and Wisconsin 
touchdowns as a senior. 


CIRONI, Rocco oL 6-6, 284 ooo Warren, OH Harding 


Hometown School 


Lake Orion 
Also received offers 
Recorded 54 receptions for 950 yards and 10 


vv 


THE SLEEPER 


Otis Wiley, DB 

This 6-2, 180-pounder from Flint is 
one of the best athletes in Michigan 
who also excels at basketball and 
track. He ran a 4.4 in the 40-yard dash 
at the Columbus NIKE combine last 
April and has the closing speed to 
cover most Division | wide receivers. 
It may take Wiley a year or two to force 
his way into a starting spot in the 
defensive secondary, but it will be 
worth the wait for the Spartans. 


MOSS, Brendon OL 6-6, 256 


ooo 
Aiso received offers from Duke, N.C. State, Purdue, Bowling Green and Miami (Ohio) 
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Average Stars 
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Total Stars 


National Rank: 35 BIG 10:7 


OE (TEES 


Coach John L. Smith has had plenty of recruit- 
ing success at the junior college level in recent 
years and he could go back to that well to 
replenish his defense next season. Seniors 
Kevin Vickerson and Brian Davies will need to 
be replaced at defensive tackle, as will senior 
linebackers Tyrell Dortch and Ronald Stanley. 
On offense, the Spartans need to focus on their 
wide receivers and tight ends. Upperclassmen 
dominate the ranks at those two spots and extra 
depth at the pass-catching positions is needed. 


Hometown School 


Fork Union, VA Fork Union 
Father played for Pittsburgh and two uncles 


played for Maryland and Syracuse. ... Fork Union is the school that produced NFL stars Eddie George, Vinny Testaverde and Dexter 


Coakiey. 


NATALE, Dornenic 08 6-2, 189 


Princeton, NJ The Hun School 


Ranked as the 47th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 31 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Cincinnati, Indiana, Kensas, Vanderbilt and Miami (Ohio). ... Three-year startar has added 30 pounds since the summer of his 
Junior year lected to play in the Big 33 All-Star Classic (Ohio vs. Pennsylvania). 


DAVIS, Kendell 0B 5-11, 181 ooo Alliance, OH Alliance 
Ranked as the 25th-best comerback in the nation and the No. 14 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Cincinnati, lowa, Michigan, Pittsburgh and West Virginia. ... Named all-conference Offensive Pfay the Year afler rushing for 1,108 
yards and 11 touchdowns in seven games as a senior; missed the last five weeks of the season with a shoulder injury. ... Was a two- 
time state track champion. 


DECKER, Adam LB 6-2, 234 oo Birmingham, MI Brother Rice 
Also received offers from Boston College and Georgia Tech, plus interest from Princeton. ... Made 94 tackles, eight sacks and two 
interceptions 2s 2 senior, .. Also played defensive end and tight end in high school. _. Father played for Michigan State in the 1970s_ 


FORTENER, Dan WR 6-1, 182 oo Kettering. OH Arch Bishop Alter 

Also received an offer from Marshall. plus interest from Ilfingis and Wisconsin. ... Was named all-league and all-area selection as 

a senior after rushing for 1,000 yards to lead Bishop Alter to the league championship... Was also an honorable mention all-state pick. 
Runs a 4,4-second 40-yard dash. 


GRAHAM, Reggie DE 6-4, 210 oo Birmingham, AL Homewood 
Also received oltars from Marshall, INinois, Samford end Grambling. ... Was an ail-metro and honorable mention all-state selection 
despite missing several games with a broken thumb and sprained knee, ... Led Homewood to a 14-1 record and a state championship 
aS a senor, when he made SO tackles and five sacks. 


HAWKEN, Andrew LB 6-2, 224 ooo Grandville, Ml Grandville 
Ranked as the 35th-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No. 5 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Indiana and Wisconsin, plus interest from lowa, Michigan and Notre Dame. ... Played primarily at running back and wide 
feceiver as a senior, rushing for 980 yards, catching 24 passes and scoring 14 times, 


HOWARD, Haywood oT 6-4, 280 oo New Orleans, LA Carver 
Also received offers from Memphis, Ole Miss and Louisiana Tech, plus interest from Nebraska and Tennessee. ... Was 2 second-team 
all-state selection afer recording 110 tackles and 12 sacks as-a senior. .. Nominated as district Delensive Player of the Year after 
helping Carver to the District 8-AAAAA championship. 5 


JIMMERSON, A J. RB 5-10, 195 ooo Florissant, MO Hazelwood Central 
Ranked as the 30th-best running back in the nation and the No. 8 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska and Tulsa. ... Rushed for 1,445 yards and 24 touchdowns and had 33 receptions for 536 yards 
and six touchdowns as a junior. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash 


JONES, Bobby DE 6-4, 287 ooo00 Wahpeton, ND N.D: State Gol. of Science 
Ranked as the second-best junior college defensive end and the No. 26 overall junior college prospect in the nation by 
CollegeFootballNews.com. ... Also received offers trom Kansas, Kansas State, Oregon, South Carolina and Wisconsin. .. Wes an 
NJCAA preseason All-American last season, ... Runs 2 4.71-second 40-yard dash and a bench press max of 330 pounds. 


JONES, Emory WR 6-3, 204 ooo Booneville, MS Northeast C.C. 
Also received offers from Memphis, Mississippi State and Toledo. ... In 2003, wes the No, 16 overall prospect in Michigan as 2 senior after 
Catching 38 passes for 847 yards and 12 touchdowns. ... Originally signed with Toledo but was academically ineligible. 


LONG. Brandon LB 6-2, 219 600 Canton, OH Glen Oak 
Ranked as the 45th-best inside linebacker in the nation and the No. 26 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received otfers 
from Cincinnati, Indiana and lowe, plus interest from Ohio State. ... Recorded 66 tackles, including 12 for loss, and five sacks as a sen 
ior. ... Former high school teammate of current Spartans detensive end Nick Smith. 


2005 


Ranked as the ninth-best pro-style quarferback in the nation and the No. 13 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also 
received offers from Louisville, Marytand, Mississippi State, Missouri, Rutgers and Stanford. ... As a senior, completed 62 percent of 
his passes for 2,100 yards and 22 touchdowns. 


NITCHMAN, Joe! 0G 6-4, 272 ooo Kalamazoo, Ml Hackett Catholic Central 
Ranked as the 52nd-best offensive guard in the nation and the No. 8 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com, ... Also received 
offers from Indiana, Bowling Green, Central Michigan and Northern Iifinois, plus interest from Michigan and Notre Dame. ... Was an 
all-conference and an Associated Press all-state selection as a junior 


OQUENDO, Diego WR 5-9, 177 oso Staten Island, NY Tottenville 
Also received offers from Perin State, South Carolina and Syracuse. ... Recorded 37 tackies, three sacks and an interceptions as a sen- 
ior; also gained 465 all-purpose yards and seven touchdowns on offense. .. Runs 2 4.42-second 40-yard dash, ... Finished second in 
the state in the 60-meter dash in track 


RINGER, Javon RB 5-9, 186 ooo Dayton, OH 

Ranked as the 18th-best running back in the nation and the No. 13 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com 
Florida, lowa, Southem Cal and Tennessee. plus interest from Ohio State. 
his knee in the eighth game of the season. 


Chaminade 
Also received offers from 
Had rushed for 1.800 yards as 2 senior when he injured 
Ran a 4.44-second 40-yard dash at the Columbus NIKE combine. 


SAINT-DIC, Jonal DE 6-1, 262 oc Elizabeth, NJ Hudson Valley C.C 
Also received interest trom Missouri. .. Made 118 tackles, including 47 for loss, 21 sacks and six forced tumbies in two seasons at 
Hudson Valley. ... Very raw talent who has not lifted weights before this year. 


SCHMEDING, Mike OL 6-8, 299 oo 
Previously ranked as the No. 26 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers trom Connecticut, Duke, 
Louisville, Kent and Troy (Ala.). ... Was an all-league selection as a junior and senior, ... One of the biggest offensive linemen in the 
country. ... Father and three uncles all played for Division I-A schools in college 


SHANE, Kenny OL 6-5, 283 ooo Tucson, AZ Pima C.C 
Also received offers from Oregon State, South Carolina and Marshall, ... Was a first-team NJCAA All-American and a two-time first- 
team league selection, .. Originally from North Central High School in Indianapols. .. Only played one year of football in high school. 


STANTON, David DT 6-3, 273 ooo Santa Clarita, CA College of the Canyons 
Also received offers from Colorado State, towa State and Oregon State. ... Comes from the No. 1 junior college program in the 
Nation, ... Will join former teammates Domata Peko and Daniel Zynn with the Spartans... Runs a 4.8-second 40-yard dash and 
has a bench press max of 380 pounds 


Rutherford, NJ St. Mary's 


WEAVER. Ross OB 6-1, 189 ooo Southfield, Mtl Southfield 
Ranked as the 48th-best safety in the nation and the No. 13 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com, ... Also received interest from 
Michigan, Notre Dame and Utah. ... Recorded 65 taclies and two interceptions as a junior. ... Runs a 4.42-seoond 40-yard dash. 


WILEY, Otis oB 6-2, 180 ooo Fant, MI Carman-Ainsworth 
Ranked as the 37th-best safety in the nation and the No. 11 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com, ... Also recefved offers from 
indiana, Central Michigan, Eastetn Michigan and Western Michigan, plus interest {rom Michigan. ... Was a standout basketball player 
and track star in high school. 


WILLIAMS, Demond OB 


ooo 
Also received offers from Arizona, Oregon State, Utah and Marshall, .. Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash and has a vertical leap of 36 
inches. ... Wil join teammate Kenny Shane with the Spartans next season. 


5-9, 174 Tucson, AZ Pima .C. 
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No. Name 4 fe Wt. Class Hometown ° Name be A Class Hometown mong the most significant offseason news in 
7 Sir Darean Adams : So Bradenton, FL 4 Cole Malatinsky - So Holt East Lansing was the coaching merry-go- 
0 Aaron Alexander m Richmond, VA Roland Martin 5 Fr Chicago, IL round. 

2 Eric Andino 237 So Arlington Hts, IL John Masters - So Carmel, IN Three assistant coaches left for other jobs and, 
surprisingly, all went to rival Big Ten schools. 

Running backs coach and recruiting coordinator 
Reggie Mitchell went to Illinois; defensive backs 
coach Paul Haynes switched to Ohio State; and 
defensive line coach Steve Stripling moved to 
Michigan. 

“You would rather lose guys, if you're going to 
lose them, outside of conference,” MSU head coach 

3 Bryan Brighton \* 1 Fr Allen Park Chris Morris Z Sr Lambertville John te Smith said. 

3 Kyle Brown - St West Bloomfield Brendon Moss ! fr Saline “So now our package is down at Illinois, 
6 Brian Bury iN 7 a Marion, OH John Mulroy Fr West Bloomfield Michigan and Ohio State, but that’s part of the pro- 
9 Marcus Calverley LB 5-11 228 —-Fr__East Lansing Jelani Nantambo : Fr _ Southfield fession. You have no control of that aspect of it. 
9 Irving Campbell WR 5-11 18 So __Lake Worth, FL Domenic Natale 6- Fr Warten, NJ What you have to do in the process is change a few 
0 = Jehu Caulerick 6-0 243 So Findley Lake, NY Gordon Niebylski - Sr Farmington things. They're going to know to a degree what the 
5 Pete Clifford - So Salem, NH Diego Oquendo : Staten Island, NY package is.” 
60 ‘Ryan Connor : Plymouth Jeremy Orr 2 Detroit Smith brought in former Oklahoma legend 
Lucious Selmon, a 27-year coaching veteran, to 
handle the defensive line, and Ben Sirmans, former- 
ly of Kent State, to coach the running backs. 

The problem arose in the secondary when Smith 
hired Tim Hundley, UTEP’s defensive coordinator, to 
coach the defensive backs. A few days after taking 
the MSU job, Hundley decided to remain in El Paso. 
So coaching veteran Chuck Driesbach arrived in 

Kellen Davis Adrian Kyle Rowley 5: fear mid-March to fill the spot. 

Brandon Fields : r Toledo, OH Clifton Ryan Ir Saginaw “Any time you lose guys, it’s a big adjustment 

John Goss Grove City, OH Kyle Sackrider 2 Battle Creek because the longer you've been together, the better 

Carl Grimes . Fr Detroit Jerramy Scott . Jupiter, FL it is,” Smith said. “At the same time, any time you 

Mike Gyetvai - So Old Castle, Ontario Agim Shabaj ° Farmington Hills bring in new blood it keeps you fresh as a staff.” 

4 Kevin Hall . Temperance Kurt Slade : Gaylord e After years of minor upgrades, Spartans 
31 ~~‘ Jaren Hayes 9 Lebanon, PA Eric Smith . Groveport, OH Stadium underwent a major overhaul to its west 

David Herron, Jr. 5 Warren, OH Kyle Smith Novi side following last season. 

Eric Hines : Detroit Nick Smith : North Canton, OH The plan added nearly 3,000 seats, 24 new 
suites, a new press box and expanded concourse 
space. More than 800 club seats were added along 
with the club seats in a project that cost more than 
$61 million. 

© The Spartans released their 2007 and 2008 
schedules. 

In 2007, the non-conference schedule includes 
home games against Western Michigan and 
She ee wi : acc Laan Pittsburgh, with trips to Notre Dame and another 
95 Sustin Rershayy DE G6 265 8 Fe = “Colambas, Oe phon, Wate wit Huber Heights, Olt season-ender at Hawaii. In 2008, there are three 
16 Soa Keys SAAR OE at S02 TR Matti Watza 18/S_$-11 Northville non-conference home games: Notre Dame, Eastern 
50 __Steve Kiely DEG) 245 ie Riverpide, JL Stefon Wheeler oT__ 65 Passaic, NI Michigan and Florida Atlantic and a trip to 

Terry Love - Bellwood, IL Ryan Woods Florissant, MO California-Berkeley. 

Barre Mackie - Detroit Daniel Zynn - South Pasadena,CA 


5 Mike Bacon 6-4 278 fr Lansing Kyle Mayer - 1 ur Grand Haven 


Michael Bazemore 3 Sr Philadelphia, PA Jeremy McGinnis = 4 Fr St, Ignace 
0 Ashley Beaudouin : So Lansing Craig McGovern 3 5 Fr Lawrenceville, NJ 
8 Mike Bell - Shaker Heights, OH Brandon McKinney . Sr Dayton, OH 
5 Kiel Beltinck ! Mount Pleasant Jeff McPherson . Fr Lowell 
6 Jacob Bishop ° Fr Midland Jesse Miller 5 Fr Somerville, NJ 
5 Todd Boleski Fr Dearborn Heights Seth Mitchell Z Sr Brandywine, MD 


4 Kyle Cook Macomb Derrick Outlaw Cassopolis 
9 Greg Cooper Flint Domata Peko z Pago Pago, American Samoa 
3 Mike Cordell +! Detroit Tramonte Pointer ° Flint 
Cole Corey Tecumseh Devin Pritchett - Alpharetta, GA 
Deon Curry * Oakland Township Mike Pruchnicki pi Grand Blane 


Tom Dance ° Erie, PA Stephen Reaves ai Tampa, FL 


Ryan Danescu \ Livonia Charlie Rewoldt Ann Arbor 


Dwayne Holmes ; Detroit Drew Stanton 2 Farmington Hills 
Tony Howard 7 Garfield Hts, OH Peter Stevens ; St. Joseph 

Brian Hoyer y North Olmsted, OH Rob Tabatchnick - Livingston, NO 
Derrick Johnson Southfield Jason Teague f St. Petersburg, FL 
Bobby Jones \ Yankton, SD Kaleb Thornhill 1 Lansing 


Jamar Jones Arcadia, FL Joe Toth ° “ Port Charlotte, FL 


68 — Tom Kaczmarek } London, Ontario Matt Trannon v 3 Flint 


(6-7, 4-4) 


at Rutgers 9 


~ Central Michigan 24-7 


Results — 


RECEIVING 


Individual Stats 


DEF LEADERS 


Tackles for loss: 
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BRANDON FIELOS 


DEFENSE 


With just five returning starters, there 
will be some growing pains, especially 
with the bevy of returning quarterbacks 
in the Big Ten. 

It's not easy to pick a defensive 
strength, as the returnees are spread 
throughout the three levels of defense. 

But on the defensive line, nose guard 


Brandon McKinney has the potential to 


warrant a double-team when healthy. 
On the ends, both Clifton Ryan and 
Michael 


backer) have enough speed to get to the 


Bazemore (a converted line- 


quarterback, vital to the aggressive 
defense’s success. In 2003, the Spartans 
led the Big Ten with 45 sacks, but that 
number plummeted to 21 last year. 

The linebacking corps will be young 
with sophomore Kaleb Thornhill and 
junior David Herron, Jr. Replacing 
Ronald Stanley will be a major task as he 
was the most reliable linebacker for the 
past few years. Fortunately, Eric Smith 
will help as the bandit, but he’s not big 
enough to consistently handle run-stop- 
ping duties. 

The back end will also be tested as nei- 
ther of the corners — Ashton Watson and 
Jaren Hayes — has distinguished himself, 
and the safeties, with Smith as the bandit, 
remain unproven. If they are able to stay 
with the Big Ten wide receivers, the 
defense may have a chance to surprise 
people, but expect opponents to throw 


often on MSU. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Second-team All-Big Ten place-kicker 
Dave Rayner graduated after finishing as 
one of the Spartans’ most successful kick- 
ers ever, and kick returner DeAndra 
Cobb left after two electrifying years. 

Junior college transfer kicker John 
Goss, who redshirted last year, will step in 
with his powerful leg. He'll also back up 


Michigan State’s Winning Trend 1995-2004 


‘BEST 
| BRIGHTEST 


| 
i QB Drew Stanton ig ag cata 
; Emerged as the team’s | 
| offensive leader, throwing | 
for 1,601 yards and eight } 
touchdowns and was the | 7 eh 


rushing leader with 68.7 | ~ 
yards per game. ... He fin- | 
ished third in the Big Ten ( 
in total offense at 228.8 ) 
yards per game and fourth a 
in the conference in pass- ’ 
' ing efficiency rating at 
131.8. ... Had strong performances against 
Michigan, rushing for 80 yards in a half and 134 
| against Indiana in a full game, ... His best pass- 
ing game came in the season finale at Hawaii, 
when he threw for 330 yards. 


LB/S Eric Smith [7 ae 
Was the steady piece of i 
) the secondary, making 115 i 
' tackles with nine pass- |) 
t breakups. ... Showed flash- | * 
j 
1 
a 


is = 


es of brilliance, with domi- | 
nant games against Central ) 
Michigan (16 tackles), | 
Notre Dame (19 tackles) | 
and Penn State (13 tack- a 
les). ... Moving to the ban- 
dit position, a hybrid line- 
| backer/safety position, to assist with inexperi- 
enced linebacking corps. 


i 
TOP NEWCOMER 


DB Otis Wiley i 

At 6-2 with 4.4 speed, he | 
| should become an impact 
player in the secondary | 
almost immediately, help- 
ing with the Spartans’ lack 
) of size. ... Made 78 tackles | 
as a senior, with five inter- | 
| ceptions and two blocked | 
) punts. ... On offense, he | 
| made 18 receptions for 361 
yards and five touchdowns 
at Flint (Mich.) Carman-Ainsworth High. 


200s 
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DREL STANTON 


Stanton Now 
Knows: It’s OK 
to Slide 


When last season began, John L. 
Smith was taking a lot of heat for his 
quarterback’s knee. 

Drew Stanton was forced to miss 
the season opener at Rutgers, was 
limited in the second game against 
Central Michigan and didn’t really 
play until the second half against 
Notre Dame. 

All because he played special 
teams in the 2003 Alamo Bowl and 
suffered a major knee injury, extend- 
ing the rehab into the fall of 2004. 


Lindy’s Football Annuals 


Few would have imagined that 
Stanton himself would put his health 
in question again. But Stanton, known 
primarily as a drop-back passer in high 
school, emerged as a running quarter- 
back last season. 

He paid the price with a shoulder 
injury, knocking him out in the middle 
of the season. 

He said he has learned his lesson. 

“I've learned that playing in the Big 
Ten you're not going to be able to go 
in there and run the ball (yourself) 15 
times a game and never slide,” 
Stanton said. 

“Tt wasn't until the latter part of the 
season I realized that I was having suc- 
cess running so much, but when you 
get to playing the grind of the sched- 
ule, you have to take more control of 
your body. I tried to do that against 
Hawaii a little bit (in the finale.)” 

Playing parts of 10 games, he fin- 
ished as the Spartans’ leading passer 
(141 of 220 for 1,601 yards and eight 
touchdowns) and the leading rusher 
(68.7 yards per game). 

Just in case, Smith gave significant 
snaps to the backups — freshman 
Brian Hoyer, sophomore Stephen 
Reaves and freshman Domenic Natale 
— in the spring. 

As for Stanton, when he’s on the 
field, the Spartans look like a different 
team. He's in command of the offense 
and the defense is unsure of MSU's 
next move ... and Stanton loves it. 

“The offense, we expect it to be bet- 
ter than we were because we have 
a proven guy who we're relying on and 
who's taking control,” Smith said. 

Though only a junior, Stanton will 
become one of the team leaders. 

“Any time you're the quarterback of 
the university, there’s a lot of pressure 
on your shoulders. You take the good 
and try to get rid of the bad,” he said. 

“It’s just being able to step in there 
and take more of a leadership role 
with the guys ... getting on them 
when I need to and also congratulat- 
ing them when I need to. There’s an 
intensity but also having fun while 
doing so.” 


on punts, where he probably won't be 
needed as Brandon Fields led the nation 
last year with a 47.88-yard average. 

Fields may have the nation’s best leg 
but is still working on his pooch punting 
skills. That slowed him at the beginning 
of last season but as the year went on, 
Smith loosened the reins and let him 
boom the ball. 

The Spartans spent the spring experi- 
menting with returners. Kyle Brown, Sir 
Darean Adams and Carl Grimes will be 


among the players considered. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The schedule will become more difficult, 
if only because the top of the Big Ten should 


be strong. 


The Spartans play five road games 
facing new coaches at Notre Dame and 
Illinois. Home games against Indiana, 
Northwestern and Penn State should be a 
chance to build steam toward a bowl berth. 

The only sure losses appear to be 
Michigan at home and Ohio State on the 
road. The Spartans also catch a break by 
missing powerhouse Iowa altogether. 


— Mark Snyder 


et ig OS a | fol | | 


Sept. 3 Kent State 
Sept. 10 Hawaii 
Sept. 17 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 24 at Illinois 
Oct. 1 Michigan 
Oct. 15 at Ohio State 
Oct. 22 Northwestern 
Oct. 29 Indiana 
Nov. 5 : at Purdue 
Nov. 12 at Minnesota 
Nov. 19 5 Penn State 
2005 
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_ offensively. If they play, consistently, = 


_ they have a chance to move up in t 
MAC Wes 1 Kelly. Seymour ran 
"1,284 yards last year and bene efits fre 
the spreatl offense. peasgans 
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On ChrPrPewor cenmer 


Defensive Improvement Key to Potential MAC Rise 


OFFENSE 
Brian Kelly is trying to get this pro- 


gram on track and it appears the offense 
is going in the right direction. 

Kelly’s spread offense is difficult to 
defend and the Chippewas appear to have 
the offensive personnel to be dangerous. 
Start with running back Jerry Seymour, 
who rushed for 1,284 yards a year ago. 
He has the quickness and instincts to 
make big plays all over the field. Seymour 
also had 47 receptions. 

Quarterback Kent Smith should be 
comfortable running the offense. 
He completed 188 of 333 passes for 
2,284 yards with 16 TDs and eight inter- 
ceptions last season. The offense requires 
a quarterback who can excel at pre-snap 
reads, and Smith appeared better at that 
as the season progressed. 

Smith’s primary target will be senior 
wide receiver Damien Linson. He caught 
37 passes for 574 yards and seven touch- 
downs a year ago and has the speed to 
make big plays consistently. Smith is not 
big — 5-11 and 175 pounds — but plays 
with surprising toughness. 

Tight end Troy Peyerk could also play 
a key role in the offense, as the tight end 
often gets overlooked in the spread. 
Peyerk caught a TD pass in the spring 
game, and Kelly will work him into the 


game plan. 


DEFENSE 


Kelly understood that he needed to 
upgrade the defense when he took the job 
after the 2003 season, but he had to be in 
shock as he saw the Chippewas give up 
431 yards per game last season. 

The Chips gave up 30 points or more 
six times a year ago, with most of the 
damage done through the air. Central 
Michigan allowed 261 passing yards per 
game as the secondary simply covered 
poorly and had a hard time bringing 
receivers down after the catch. 

Defensive end Dan Bazuin is the unit’s 
best player. He was an All-MAC performer 
with 50 tackles, including eight for loss and 
three sacks. He also blocked four kicks. 

Bazuin will be joined by defensive tack- 
le Tony Thompson, who should be one of 
the keys when it comes to stopping the 
run. The 298-pound Thompson is tough 
to move in the middle, and he had 34 


tackles and three stops behind the line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kelly would like to see more produc- 
tion from place-kicker Mike Gruzwalski, 
who made six of 13 FG attempts and 
23 of 27 extra points. Gruzwalski has 
good leg strength but needs to improve 
his consistency. Tony Mikulec averaged 
37.5 yards per punt. 


— Steve Silverman 
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7-5 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (8th) 
Glen Mason — At Minnesota; 51-45, 
| 8 years; overall: 110-109-1, 19 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 8 offense; 7 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Laurence Maroney, C Greg Eslinger, 
0G Mark Setterstrom, DT Anthony 
_ Montgomery, FS John Pawielski 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Gophers have been one of the 
nation’s best running teams in the past 
| few seasons. That shouldn’t change even 
without Marion Barber III. Center Greg 

| Eslinger and left guard Mark Setterstrom 
are four-year starters and All-American 

| candidates, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Gophers will have two new starters at 
linebacker and a sophomore at one corner- 
back spot. The talent is there, but the lack 
of experience — and production last sea- 
son — is hard to ignore. There is no expe- 
rience behind quarterback Bryan Cupito. 


RB Marion Barber Ill, OT Rian Melander, 
K/P Rhys Lloyd, DE Darrell Reid, CB Ukee 
Dozier 


The Gophers have plenty of returning 
talent, especially at the skill positions. 
The schedule is considerably more diffi- 
cult with Ohio State and Purdue replacing 
Illinois and Northwestern, so the defense 
will have to perform much better for 
Minnesota to crack the Big Ten’s top tier. 


== MommMeroen 


= Pye 


For more coverage of the Gophers, visit wuwww.goldengophers.rivals.com 
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Maroney Goes Solo; Defense Looks to Come Together 


Minnesota underwent a significant 
face-lift over the winter when running 
back Marion Barber III opted to enter the 
NFL draft and coach Glen Mason reor- 
ganized his staff by hiring three new 
coaches. 

The question is whether those changes 
will have a positive effect on a team that 
failed to meet expectations last season but 
gained some momentum with a victory 
against Alabama in the Music City Bowl. 

Barber's early departure and secondary 
coach David Lockwood’s promotion to 
defensive coordinator highlighted a busy off- 
season in which Mason mandated a defen- 
sive fix for a team that ranked 75th in total 
defense and 109th in pass defense in 2004. 

“We need to make big improvement 
on the defensive side of the ball,” Mason 
said. “We should have collectively played 
better defense last year and we didn’t. 
I expect to play better defense this fall.” 

Lockwood, who served as interim 
defensive coordinator in the bowl game 
after Greg Hudson left for East Carolina, 
shoulders much of that responsibility. 
Mason also hired Kerry Cooks (second- 
ary) and Carey Bailey (defensive line) to 
help Lockwood. 

Lockwood said his primary goal is to 
restore the defense’s confidence, which 
took a hit during a late-season slide. He 
also must find two new starters at line- 
backer, improve the pass rush and shore 


up a secondary that allowed too many big 


plays on third down last season. 

Minnesota's offense doesn't have nearly 
as many holes to fill but will also have a dif- 
ferent look without the two-headed run- 
ning back combination of Barber and 
Laurence Maroney. They became the first 
teammates in NCAA history to each rush 
for 1,000 yards in consecutive seasons. 

They had a chance to enhance their 
legacy, but Barber bolted for the NFL, 
leaving Maroney as the main attraction. 
As much as Gophers fans desire to see the 
speedy Maroney get 25 to 30 carries per 
game, Maroney insists he isn’t consumed 
with being the featured back. 

Mason said the loss of Barber is signif 
icant but not dire. Barber will be remem- 
bered as one of the greatest running backs 
in program history, but, as Mason notes, 
the cupboard is hardly bare. 

While Maroney undoubtedly will get 
the bulk of the carries, talented backups 
Amir Pinnix and the more physical Gary 
Russell are expected to play significant 
roles as coaches try to keep their star run- 


ner fresh. 


OFFENSE 


Running back Laurence Maroney is 
expected to have a monster junior season 
now that he won't have to share the work- 
load with his sidekick and close friend 
Marion Barber III. 

Maroney, a first-team All-Big Ten 


selection as a sophomore, averaged 18 


WY Lindy's Football Annuals 


2005 


After two seasons sharing 
the ball with Marion Barber 
Ill, Maroney is the man for 
2005. 

(photo by Steve Beyer) 


LAURENCE MARGQNEY 


Photo by John F Grieshop/Schwartzman 
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carries per game last season. 

The Gophers will need to be more 
consistent in the passing game to force 
teams from crowding the line of scrim- 
mage to stop their vaunted running 
attack. Junior Bryan Cupito completed 
only 44 percent of his passes in Big Ten 
games last season, even though teams put 
eight, and sometimes nine, defenders in 
the box to stop the run. 

While Cupito received most of the 
blame as a first-year starter, his receiving 
corps was just as culpable thanks to men- 
tal mistakes and dropped passes. To 
address those problems, Mason hired 
wide receivers coach Luke Tressel as part 
of a staff reorganization this winter. 


The Gophers have few questions else- 


2004 stats: 256.8 ypy rushing (1st in Big Ten/ Sth in NCAA), 181.5 passing (8th/88th), 438.3 total offense (Srd/15th), 30.1 ppg (Srd/28th) 


POS STARTER 

QB Bryan Cupito” 

RB Laurence Maroney 
RB Justin Valentine 
WR Jared Ellerson* Sr. 


YR. COMMENT 


TE Matt Spaeth* 
LT _ Joe Ainslie* 
LG Mark Setterstrom* Sr. 
C __ Greg Eslinger* 
RG Mike Nicholson 
RT Tony Brinkhaus 


“Returning starter 


Jr. Needs more consistency in second season as starter. 
Jr. No longer will share ball/spotlight with Barber. 

So. Fullback should see expanded role. 

Production slipped after promising sophomore season. 
WR  Emie Wheelwright* So. Big-time threat at 6-5 but needs to be more consistent. 
Jr. Has ideal size (6-6) and toughness for position. 

Jr. Team's biggest lineman at 6-7, 300 pounds. 
All-American candidate has started every game in career. 
Sr. Considered by many to be nation’s top center. 

Sr. First-year starter but has plenty of experience. 

So. Coaches impressed by his toughness 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

T. Mortensen, Fr/M. Maciejowski, Fr. 
Amir Pinnix, So./Gary Russell, So. 
Justin Lamers, Jr. 

Jakari Wallace, Sr. 

Micah Rucker, So. 

Jarod Posthumus, Sr.* 

Steve Shidell, So. 

Tommy Jacobs, So. 

Tyson Swaggert, Jr. 

John Jakel, So. 

Matt DeGeest, Fr. 


2004 stats: 180.7 ypg rushing (6th in Big Ten/36th NCAA), 266.0 passing (11th/109th), 396.7 total defense (Sth/75th), 22.8 ppg (Gth’39th) 


POS STARTER 


YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Keith Lipka Sr. Scored TD in first start in Music City Bowl. Pat McCarthy, Jr. 

DT Mark Losli* Sr. Smart and hard-working leader of the defense. Everette Pedescleaux, Fr. 
DT Anthony Montgomery* Sr. Coaches hope he becomes a dominant force inside. Neel Allen, So. 

DE — Eric Clark Jr. Needs to provide outside pass rush. Willie VanDeSteeg, Fr. 
LB John Shevlin So. Fearless player who earned stripes on special teams. Mark Mullaney, So. 

LB Mike Sherels So. Lacks experience but showed potential in spring practice. Leland Jones, Fr. 

LB Kyle McKenzie" Sr. Only returning starter at linebacker. Mario Reese, Jr.* 

CB Jamal Harris So. Part-time starter who learned on job last year. Desi Steib, So. 

CB Trumaine Banks* Jr. Two-year starter needs to take next step in development. Stephon Rhea, So. 

SS Brandon Owens Jr. Made move back to secondary after trial at linebacker. Terrance Campbell, Sr.* 


FS —_ John Pawielski* Sr. 
“Returning starter 


where. Center Greg Eslinger, left guard 
Mark Setterstrom and 6-6 tight end Matt 
Spaeth anchor a line that should be 
among the best in the Big Ten. 

The Gophers have allowed fewer 
than 20 sacks in each of the past four 
seasons, with Eslinger and Setterstrom 
also critical to the team’s rushing suc- 
cess. They each have started all 38 
games of their careers. 

Minnesota's offense also has several 
impressive streaks to watch. 

The Gophers are the only team in the 
nation to rush and pass for 2,000 yards in 
each of the past six seasons. They also 
have amassed 300 yards of total offense in 
27 consecutive games, the longest active 


streak in the Big Ten. 


Former walk-on now one of most consistent on defense. 


Quentin White, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


The Gophers lost only four defensive 
starters, but the unit still went through 
a major overhaul, starting with the coach- 
ing staff. 

Mason promoted secondary coach 
David Lockwood to defensive coordina- 
tor and hired two new assistants, Kerry 
Cooks and Carey Bailey, in an attempt to 
jump-start a unit that allowed nearly 400 
yards per game and was particularly sus- 
pect against the pass. 

Lockwood said the Gophers have 
enough talent to compete with the Big 
Ten’s elite but lacked the necessary confi- 
dence at times last season. That partly 
explains why the Gophers were so defi- 


cient on third down, finishing ninth in 
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4 4 We felt we met our needs across the board. LLASS GREAKOOM) 
We have a nice blend of size and speed and 
once again put a premium on athleticism. lf | A 


Minnesota head coach Glen Mason on his 2005 signing class Average Stars 


Alex Daniels, ATH 


Though he could play a variety of positions, the Columbus, Ohio 
standout will play linebacker in the Twin Cities. Daniels spurned late 
overtures from hometown Ohio State to take his game north to 
Minnesota. At 6-2, 219-pounds, Daniels is the type of sleek athlete 
that can fit in well to an attacking defense. 


THE SLEEPER 


Jay Thomas, RB ‘ 
One of the highly-touted in-state prospects to sign with the Golden Boyd Coleman, ATH National Rank: 55 BIG 10: 10 
Gophers, Thomas has his eyes on running back but possesses the , teammate of former running back 

versatility to play a number of positions on both sides of the ball. target Richie Rich (who oned with CLOG STEEDS 


North Carolina), Coleman pledged to The Golden Gophers will be looking for 
play for Minnesota and stuck by his a top-flight quarterback, depending on if 
word, spurning SEC school Kentucky sophomore Brian Cupito can excel in the role 
Steve Davis, LB and the North Carolina Tar Heels down this season. The Minnesota defense desper- 
Rated among the top 15 prospects in the state of Missouri, Davis, like te Stretch. Coleman can play defen- ately needs to generate a pass rush from the 
Daniels, has the athletic ability to step in right away and make an SiV@ back, wide receiver or can con- defensive end position, so the Gophers fig- 
impact at linebacker or a number of other positions. At 6-3, 225 ‘ibute on special teams in the return ure to target at that position with pass rush- 
pounds with 4.5 speed in the 40-yard dash, expect Davis to find 92™€- ing talent. With several upperclassmen at 


a place on the field sooner rather than later. linebacker and along the offensive line, those 
positions are at a premium as well. 


ZF SIEMLOMERS OF MIfPFILT 
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Hometown School 3 Hometown School 


CHAMBERS, Mike ATH 6-0, 175 000 Cuyahoga Falls, OH Walsh Jesuit MENSEN, Chris TE 6-6, 235 oo Solon, IA 
Rated the No. 66 athlete in the nation by Rivals.com... Caught 70 passes for 1.494 yards during his senior season... Associated Press Selected to the first-team all-state team...Recorded 11 receptions for 186 yards and two touchdowns as senior 
Player of the Year for the state of Ohio his senior season. 


REILLY, Troy TE 6-7, 235 oo Stevens Point, WI Stevens Point 
COLEMAN, Boyd 0B 5-11, 170 ooo Marietta, GA Wheeler Rated as the best tight end in Wiscansin by Rivals.com... He caught 47 passes for 774 yards including seven touchdowns during his 
Selected as two-time all-county selection his junior and senior years... His senior season he had 52 tackles, broke up 32 pass- Career... His senior year he had 26 receptions for 451 yards. 
&s, had five interceptions, and made three fumble recoveries as well as offensively making 27 receptions for 254 yards and six 
touchdowns. 


RUCKDASHEL, Ryan OL 6-5, 254 oo°0o Apple Valley, MN Eastview 
Named first-team all-state by the Associated Press in 2004... Graded at over 95% his senior year and averaged seven pancake blocks 
DANIELS, Alex ATH 6-2, 219 oo00 Columbus, OH Brookhaven per game. 
Rated as the 11th-best athlete in the nation by Rivals.com... His senior year he made 100 tackles with five sacks, three forced 
fumbles, two fumble recoveries and intercepted three passes including two returned for touchdowns... Helped his team to the 


2004 Oto state championship. SEKINGER, Jason oL 6-9, 310 oo Columbus, OH Westland 
Selected to the all-state team in 2004. 


DAVIS, Steve 8 6-3, 225 ooo Florissant, MO McCluer North 
Rivals rated Davis the 47th best outside linebacker in the nation as well as the second best overall linebacker in Missouri... Recorded STOMMES. Matt 
123 tackles, 12 sacks, eight tackles-for-loss, and three forced fumbles his senior year... First-team all-state by the St. Louis Post ‘ 
Dispatch both his junior and senior years, 


DE 6-7, 235 oo Eden Valley, MN Eden Valley-Watkins 
Named to the first team all-state by the Associated Press,., Recorded 128 tackles with 26 tackles for loss, 24 sacks, and two fum- 
ble recoveries for his career... His senior year accounted for 73 tackles and 16 sacks as well as catching 14 passes for 221 yards 
at tight end 


DECKER, Eric WR 6-3, 195 oo Cold Spring, MN Rocori 


Selected twice to the all-state team... His senior year he caught 62 passes for 1,017 yards with 15 touchdowns as well as 2,156 TAVALE, Ned 
receiving yards with 28 touchdowns for his career. , 


oL 6-3, 305 ooo St. Paul, MN Cretin-Derham Hall 
Rated the 38th-best offensive guard in the nation by Rivals.com... His seniar season he made 84 pancake blocks on offense and regis- 
tered 62 tackles on defense, 


HUDSON, Olis oL 6-5, 287 oo Barrington, IL Barrington 


Selected to both all-conference and all-area teams his senior year. THOMAS, Jay RB 6-0, 180 e000 Oakdale, MN Tartan 


Rated as the 18th-best all-purpose back in the country by Rivals.com... Three time all-conference and all-state selection... Led the 
metro area in rushing in 2004 with 1,549 yards on 154 attempts his senior year... For his carger, he rushed for 3,083 yards, made 
JONES, Dominic DB 5-8, 177 oo°0 Columbus, OH Brookhaven 27 rushing touchdowns, and six kickoff returns for touchdowns. 
Rated the 45th-best cornerback in the nation by Rivals.com, in addition to being included in Rival's Top 25 Recruits for Ohio... Named 
the 2004 Division |! Defensive Player of the Year... Named to the all-city, all-conference, all-area and all-state his junior and senior 
seasons... Recorded 186 tackles, 27 sacks, 16 pass breakups, 26 interceptions, averaged 14.2 yards per punt return and 30,3 yards TRIPLET, Nate iB 6-3, 220 ° °o ° Delano, MN 


Delano 
per kickoff return with 10 touchdowns during his career, 


Named to the second-team all-state team by the Associated Press... Totaled 127 tackles with 22 tackles-for-loss, four sacks, and four 
Interceptions his senior year. 


JONES, Marcel QB 6-4, 205 ooo Shakopee, MN Simley 
Rated the 25th-best pro-style quarterback in the nation by Rivals.com... Set the Minnesota slate record for most yards by a player in 
high schoo! with 8,806 career all-purpose yards... His senior year he passed for 2,068 yards with 21 touchdowns while rushing for 
456... Named to the all-state team twice as a quarterback and once 2s a defensive back. 


MASSEY. Keith ATH 6-0, 186 ooo Columbus, OH Brookhaven 
Rated the 62nd-best athlete in the nation by Rivals.com... Finished his career with 212 tackles, 16 pass breakups, nine interceptions, 
and two fumble recoveries in addition to catching 63 passes for 1,463 yards with 19 touchdowns... Selected a three-time all-city, 
all-conference, all-county and all-area performer. 


MCcKELTON, Michael 0B 5-11, 172 oo West Palm Peach, FL Royal Palm Beach 
Lead the National team to a 21-13 victory in the Outback Steakhouse all-star football game. 
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No. Name 


Neel Al 


Trumaine Banks 


GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER 


Dominique Barber 


Beattie 


William Brody 
Maurice Buchanan 


Brad Bultman 


innetonka 


Bay, WI 


ance Campbell 


Atlanta, GA 


Patrick Cheney 


Shore 


Eric Clark 


Adam Ems 


Greg Est 


Name 


Todd Meisel 


Anthony 


Logan Payne 


Hometown 
Hartland, WI 
Brooklyn Park 
Cleveland, OH 


Coon Rapids 


Florissant, MO 
Eden Prairie 
Falls, WI 
Delray Beach, FL 


Waupaca, WI 


Tampa, FL 


Jur 


Jason Giannini 


Canton, OH 


Brody Grandas 


Woodbury 


Ben Hanson 


al Harri: 


Proctor 


S11 225 


Leland Jones 


Mark Jundt 


86 Tommy Leavitt 


Kaukauna, WI 


Minneapolis 


Oak Creek, WI 


fing Lake Park 


RECEIVING 


DEF. LEADERS 


Name 


Name 
Elle 
Ni 


Tackles: 
Interceptions 
Sacks: 2 f 
Tackles for loss: F 
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Everett Pedescleaux 


Amir Pinnix 


Johnny Sampy 


John Scroggins 


Lutz, FL 
Plymouth 
Newark, NJ 
St. Goud 


Mableton, GA 


Houston, TX 


Sam Scro 


Mark Set 


Bonita Springs, FL 
Columbus, OH 

St. Pau! 

Houston, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Florissant, MO 


Northfield 


Hussain Shakir 


Mike Sherels 


Pennsauken, NJ 


Rochester 


Eagan 


Andre Sloan EL 
Camion Smith 
Matt Spaeth 
Desi Steib 


Tyson Swaggert 


Coon Rapids 

le, IL 
Pennsauken, ND 
Kansas City, KS 
Albertville 
Vacherie, LA 
Buffalo 


Eden Prairie 


William VanDeSteeg 


Irvington, NJ 


Columbus, OH 


Silver Lake 


Jakari Wallace 


Quentin White 


Josh Wiltsie 


Yards 


Lauderdale Lakes, FL 


Columbus, 0H 


Gahanna, 0H 


Rochester 


NOTEBOOK — 


innesota’s push to build a new on-campus sta- 
dium looks as if it will finally become a reality, 
possibly by the start of the 2008 season. 

The university cleared a major hurdle when Twin 
Cities-based TCF Financial Corp. committed $35 mil- 
lion for naming rights on an open-air stadium that 
will be named TCF Bank Stadium. School officials 
hope to open the stadium in 2008. 

The team’s current home — the Metrodome — 
has long been criticized because of its location 
(it’s technically not on campus), its stale game-day 
environment and the fact that it is shared with the 
Twins and Vikings. The Gophers have been forced to 
move games to Thursday or Friday because of 
scheduling conflicts with Twins postseason base- 
ball. 

The new 50,000-seat stadium is expected to cost 
$235 million. The university will raise $141 million 
— 60 percent of the project’s cost — from private 
funds, including the TCF donation, other corporate 
sponsors and student fees. The state legislature is 
also expected to kick in a $94 million subsidy. 

* Coach Glen Mason has repeatedly expressed 
confidence in starting quarterback Bryan Cupito, 
a junior who faced his share of criticism as a first- 
year starter last season. A bigger concern for Mason 
is developing some quality depth behind Cupito. 

The Gophers begin the season with two redshirt 
freshmen — Tony Mortensen and Mike Maciejowski 
— as Cupito’s backups. Senior Adam Ernst, who was 
expected to be the No. 2 quarterback, suffered 
a career-ending shoulder injury last year. 

“We've got to develop the guys behind (Cupito) 
because we made it through hanging by a thread at 
quarterback last year,” Mason said. “We can’t have 
that happen this year.” 

® Senior free safety John Pawielski has recovered 
fully from a broken left leg suffered against Iowa in 
the 2004 regular-season finale. Pawielski partici- 
pated in spring practice and had a 35-yard inter- 
ception return in the team’s first live scrimmage. 

* New wide receivers coach Luke Tressel is the 
nephew of Ohio State coach Jim Tressel and son of 
Buckeyes running backs coach Dick Tressel. Luke 
Tressel was a Minnesota graduate assistant in 2002 
and 2003, and served as an assistant strength and 
conditioning coach last season. 
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MARK SETTERSTROM 


the Big Ten. 

The Gophers have some pieces to 
build around. Nose tackle Anthony 
Montgomery (6-5, 305 pounds) is 
a dominating presence inside at times, 
but needs to be more consistent. 

Linebacker Kyle McKenzie, defensive 
tackle Mark Losli, safety John Pawielski 
and cornerback Trumaine Banks are 
experienced veterans who need to step 
into leadership roles. 


Still, Minnesota will need its corps of 


| Pe ire hi 
ive * hf D, 


young but talented players to make an 
impact, especially at linebacker where 
sophomores John Shevlin and Mike 
Sherels take over as starters. 

Shevlin, a high-energy player, made his 
first career start in the Music City Bowl 
and responded with a team-high seven 
tackles. Coaches rave about his ability to 
run and make plays, saying he already 
looks like an experienced linebacker. 

The staff made several position 
changes with the hope of maximizing 
team speed and ability to run to the ball. 
Most notably, McKenzie moved from 
middle linebacker to the outside, and 
hard-hitting junior Brandon Owens 


moved from linebacker to strong safety. 


Mason described his kicking game as 
“broke” at the start of spring practice, 
vowing to make it a point of emphasis. 

The departure of kicker/punter Rhys 
Lloyd was not what concerned Mason 
most. It was that the Gophers ranked 
near the bottom of the Big Ten in both 
kickoff and punt returns. Minnesota also 
was one of three league teams that did 
not produce a touchdown in either phase. 

The Gophers will split the kicking 
duties this season between Justin Kucek 
(punter) and Jason Giannini (kicker). 

Laurence Maroney and Gary Russell 
will return kickoffs, while junior Logan 
Payne appears to be the heir apparent to 


Marion Barber III as the punt returner. 


[eBEST = 


me BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Laurence Maroney 
A consensus All-Big Ten 
selection as a true sopho- 
more in 2004 after rushing 
for 1,348 yards (6.2-yard 
average) and 12 touch- 
downs. ... Set school record 
with seven consecutive 
100-yard rushing. perform-. 
ances...,.. Team is 11-2 
when he rushes for 100 
yards. ... Has rushed for 
2,469 yards and 22 touchdowns in two seasons. _ 
.. Had two 80-yard touchdown runs last season. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Ernie Wheelwright 

Big-play threat had a pro- | 
ductive freshman season in 
2004 with 30 receptions for 
654 yards and seven touch- 74 
downs. «.. His 21.8-yard | 
average per reception led | 
the Big Ten. ... His first 
three career receptions all 
went for touchdowns, 
including two in the season 
Opener against Toledo. .. 
At 6-5, he gives the Gophers a big target down: 
the field. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Leland Jones 
Redshirt freshman from | 
Atlanta is competing for 
the starting job at middle | 
linebacker. Physical } 
player who needs to show 
more consistency. : 
Named all-state as a high 
school senior after collect- 
ing 153 tackles, 11 sacks 
and 20 tackles for loss. ... 
Played at same high school " 
(Frederick Douglass) as Gophers senior safety 
Terrance Campbell. 


2005 


Lindy’s Football Annuals \49 


CUPITO ~ 
en ns aD 


Photo by Albert Dickson/The Sporting News 


| OB Cupito Brings 
Can-Do Attitude 


I | 
| The situation didn’t look good 
when quarterback Bryan Cupito 
# limped off the field after getting 
| drilled high and low by two Alabama 
defenders in the first quarter of the 
| Music City Bowl last season. 
Diagnosed with a sprained MCL, 
Cupito missed only one series before 
returning with a brace on his left knee 
to lead the Gophers to a 20-16 victory. 
“I was impressed with how the guy 
hung in there,” Minnesota coach Glen 
Mason said. “For him to hang in there 
like that, the other guys see it.” 
Mason and others inside the pro- 


po 
{ 


Ties he re er 
gram said Cupito’s willingness to play in 
pain against the nation’s second-ranked 
defense represented a significant step 
in his development. To that end, Cupito 
is determined to become a more pro- 
ductive and vocal leader in his second 
season as a starting quarterback. 

Cupito, a junior from Cincinnati, 
bore the brunt of criticism aimed at 
the Gophers offense last season after 
completing only 47 percent of his 
passes, including a Big Ten-low 44.3 
percent in league games. 

While Minnesota's receiving corps 
contributed to the inconsistency in the 
passing game with far too many men- 
tal mistakes and dropped passes, 

| Cupito took full responsibility. 

“I just didn’t make enough plays,” 

I he said. 

. Cupito won the job as Asad Abdul- 

i Khaliq’s replacement last season 
because coaches liked his confidence, 

| accuracy and competitiveness. Cupito 
doesn’t get rattled easily and always 

| accepts blame for mistakes — too 
much of the blame, according to his 
coaches and teammates. 

| Cupito created a buzz — and per- 


haps unrealistic expectations, too — 
| by completing 58.2 percent of his pass- 
| es for 627 yards and five touchdowns 
| with no interceptions in three non- 
| conference games. 

However, his production dropped as 
the competition increased in Big Ten 
games, and Minnesota closed the regu- 
lar season with five losses in six games. 

“T don't think I was completely 100 
percent confident last year,” said Cupito, 
who passed for 2,097 yards and 14 
touchdowns with seven interceptions. 

“There were times after games where 
I wasn’t sure about some things. But it’s 
just something you have to go through. 
It’s part of growing up. I feel like I've 
definitely matured on and off the field.” 

Coaches noticed a difference in 
Cupito’s demeanor this offseason. 

“T still think of all the guys I've 
coached, the biggest improvement 
comes from their first year starting to 
their second year,” said passing game 
coordinator Tony Petersen. “I think 
we'll see the same thing with Bryan.” 


Maroney averaged 23.8 yards per kickoff 
return with one touchdown in his first 


two seasons. 


The Gophers should breeze through 
their non-conference schedule again this 
season with games against Tulsa, Florida 
Atlantic and Colorado State. Their con- 
ference schedule, however, will be decid- 
edly more difficult than in 2004 as Ohio 
State and Purdue replace Illinois and 
Northwestern. 

Minnesota's first five league games will 
be an arduous test. The Gophers open 
against Purdue, followed by road games 
at Penn State and Michigan. They return 
home for back-to-back games against 
rival Wisconsin and Ohio State. 

There appear to be no gimmes, either. 
Indiana is the closest thing, but the 
Gophers have lost seven consecutive 
games in Bloomington, Ind., including 
a humbling 30-21 defeat last season. 

The Gophers close the regular season 
at Iowa, which enters the season with an 
18-game home winning streak. 


— Chip Scoggins 


Sept. 1 at Tulsa 
Sept. 10 Colorado State 
Sept. 17 Florida Atlantic — 
“Sept.24 | Purdue 
“Oct. 1 at Penn State 
Oct. 8 at Michigan — 
Oct. 15 Wisconsin — 
“Oct. 29 Ohio State 
Nov. 5 at Indiana 
"Nov. 12 ‘Michigan State 
“Nov. 19 at Iowa 
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f47 overall, 4-4 MAC (4th, West) 
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| Jeff Genyk — At Eastern Michigan and 
| overall: 4-7, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 


j 13; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


_ PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| QB Matt Bohnet, WR Eric Deslauriers, 

_ TB Anthony Sherrell, WR A.J. Bennett, 
DE Jean Olivier Gagnon-Gordillo, 

| FS Rontrell Woodruff 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| The Eagles ranked 21st nationally in total 
| offense (427.9 yards per game) and Genyk 
| is expecting even more explosiveness 

| from his offense as the key skill position 
| players retum. 


| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


g 

' If the defense doesn’t improve much from 

| its 114th total defense national ranking 

' last season, the offense will be under 
stress all season. With only five returning 
starters, there are significant holes on 
a defense that might not be able to be 

| completely plugged in one season. 


KEY LOSSES 


_ TE Adam Jacobs, LT Tom Kaleita, 
__RT Jeromie Feuchter, LB Kevin Harrison, 
CB Chris R. Roberson 


| The Eagles made progress under Genyk 

last year and approached respectability. 

The schedule is challenging, with five of 

|. the first seven on the road, including 
games at Cincinnati, Michigan, Toledo and 

_ Norther Illinois. This should be an 

| exciting team, but improvement on 

| defense ultimately will determine if 

| the win total increases. 
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Improved Offense Helps, but Defense Far from Equal 


OFFENSE 


The Eagles have positive momentum 
under second-year coach Jeff Genyk, who 
had a high-powered offense last season. 

Quarterback Matt Bohnet finished 
sixth in the nation in total offense, aver- 
aging 293.7 yards per game. He complet- 
ed 228 of 434 passes for 2,807 yards with 
21 touchdowns and 12 interceptions. 
At 6-2 and 230 pounds, he is strong 
enough to take a couple of big hits and 
still make the play. 

The Eagles have a first-class receiver in 
Eric Deslauriers, who caught 84 passes 
for 1,257 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
Deslauriers is a big target at 6-4 and 207 
pounds. Not only can he go up and get it, 
he knows how to use his body to wall off 
defenders and make the difficult catch. 

He is joined by A.J. Bennett, who 
caught 36 passes for 430 yards. Bennett 
isn't huge — 5-9 and 196 pounds — but 
makes up for that with toughness and 
resiliency. 

Running back Anthony Sherrell, who 
announced in the offseason he would 
transfer to Division I-AA Delaware State, 
decided to return to the Eagles in the 
spring. The senior ran for 854 yards and 
11 touchdowns last season, but he had 
been a bit disappointed about his role in 
Genyk’s offense, considering he had 
rushed for 1,531 yards in 2003. 

His eligibility for this season depends 


on his graduation from EMU by August. 


DEFENSE 


After giving up 458 points and rank- 
ing fourth-to-last nationally in total 
defense, the Eagles need to make signifi- 
cant progress. 

Genyk wants his defense to get faster 
and more athletic, and he made several 
moves to help the team accomplish just 
that. Darran Matthews has moved from 
running back to linebacker; part-time 
tight end/defensive end Jason Jones has 
moved to defense full time and backup 
quarterback Brian Ceckiewicz has moved 
to safety. 

Look for end Jean Olivier Gagnon- 
Gordillo and free safety Rontrell 
Woodruff to play key roles. Gagnon- 
Gordillo is more quick than strong at 
6-2 and 241 pounds. He had 48 tack- 
les, including nine for losses. Woodruff 
had 73 tackles and a team-high three 


interceptions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Andrew Wellock is coming off a supe- 
rior season in which he made 21 of 23 
field goal attempts, including a 52-yarder 
that equaled the school record. Wellock 
scored a team-high 95 points. He also 
handled the punting chores, averaging 
37.2 yards. 

Trumaine Riley has good speed and 
will look to give the Eagles a lift returning 
kickoffs. He had 36 returns for 646 yards. 


— Steve Silverman 
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AT A GLANCE 
"2004: 6-6 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (4th) 


Randy Walker — At Northwestem: 30-41, 
6 years; overall: 89-76-5, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
12; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Brett Basanez, OT Zach Strief, 
WR Mark Philmore, LB Tim McGarigle, 
DE Loren Howard : 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
Basanez has experienced targets in 
Philmore, Shaun Herbert and Jonathan 

Fields. Northwestern is never short on LBs 

and returns a strong corps led by tackle- 

happy senior McGarigle. A healthy Howard 
could be the star pass rusher Northwestern 
has lacked during Walker's tenure. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


- The Wildcats lost three starting offensive 
linemen, including the all-important LT. 
Defensive breakdowns have been annual 
occurrences for Northwestern, which must 
replace both starting interior linemen and 
top DBs Marvin Ward and Dominique 
Price. Special teams are a major concer. 


RB Noah Herron, LT Trai Essex, DT Luis 
Castillo, DT Colby Clark, CB Marvin Ward, 
SS Dominique Price ; 


A strong start is critical for Northwestern, 
which identified early losses to Texas. 
Christian and Arizona State as primary 
‘reasons for its winter at home. With 
_a healthy defensive front seven and 
more consistent play from Basanez, _ 
- Northwestem could sneak into the post- | 
season with six or seven wins. 
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Majoring in Football Wouldnt Be a Bad Thing 


Randy Walker has said Northwestern 
is a place where most students would 
“rather look in test tubes than play foot- 
ball.” 

But Walker also knows football is an 
inimitable science with its own set of 
symbols, experiments and analytic practi- 
tioners. Northwestern appeared to con- 
coct a winning formula in 2004, but it 
botched the final product. 

The residue of a season unfulfilled 
remains with Walker, who enters his sev- 
enth year as Northwestern's head coach. 
After placing fourth in a tangled Big Ten, 
the Wildcats boarded a plane bound for 
paradise seeking their second consecutive 
bowl bid. But Northwestern lost the reg- 
ular-season finale at Hawaii and returned 
home for good. 

Despite a regular-season record (6-6) 
identical to 2003, the Wildcats failed to 
hit the higher ceiling they set in training 
camp. 

“Fundamentally it was a disappointing 
year,” Walker said. “There was an incon- 
sistency in our play that was troubling. 
Within a game, within a month, we 
could be the very best or the very worst 
you've ever seen.” 

Walker's main offseason theme was 
ownership, and he called upon both sen- 
iors and freshman to step forward. The 
Wildcats lost 13 starters, but return 37 
letter-winners, many of whom are put- 


ting football first. 


“Football’s more than just a 20-hour-a- 
week occupation,” Walker said. “It’s how 
you live; it’s your nutrition; it’s your rest, 
it's being academically sound. 

“You can be anything you want com- 
ing out of this institution. You can go to 
any (medical) school you want; you can 
get into law school, business school. 
That's great. But we play in the Big Ten, 
and you better be 4.0 on Saturday.” 


OFFENSE 

Fourth-year starting QB Brett Basanez 
leads a Jekyll-and-Hyde offense that 
racked up plenty of yards (409.4 per 
game) last season but endured periodic 
scoring droughts. 

The unit’s top priorities will be finish- 
ing drives and limiting mistakes. 

Red-zone play became a constant 
headache in 2004, as Northwestern 
scored just 24 touchdowns in 39 chances. 
The Wildcats 


turnovers, committing more than one in 


effectively limited 
only two games, but they were hamstrung 
by silly penalties. Close games shouldn't 
faze this group, which went 3-1 in over- 
time games and scored 66 percent of its 
points after halftime last season. 

Basanez is expected to become the 
school’s all-time passing leader. He needs 
530 yards to overtake Len Williams for 
the record. 

“Tr’s his football team now,” Walker 


said. “I expect this to be his best year.” 
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Brett Basanez and the 
Wildcat offense pile up lots 
of yards, but are also looking 
for more points. 

(photo by Chuck Rydlewski/Icon SMI) 
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Basanez opened last season by throw- 
ing for a school-record 513 yards against 
Texas Christian. He played through 
a third-degree AC joint separation in his 
throwing shoulder. Eight of the team’s 
top 10 receivers are back, including top 
target Mark Philmore, who averaged 6.75 
receptions per game. 

The competition at running back is 
wide open. Walker, who has produced 
five 1,000-yard rushers in six seasons at 
Northwestern, might not decide on 
a starter until opening day. Terrell Jordan 
averaged 4.8 yards a carry last season, but 
he'll be pressed by Brandon Roberson 
and incoming freshmen Tyrell Sutton and 
Omar Conteh. 


Three starting linemen are gone, but 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 1721 ypg rushing (3rd in Big Ten/38th NCAA), 237.3 ypg passing (rd/41st), 408.4 ypg total offense (4th/2Sth), 24.6 ppg (Sth, 64th) 


POS STARTER 
QB BrettBasanez* _— Sr. 


YR. COMMENT 


Consistency remains a question mark for fourth-year starter. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


C.J. Bacher, Fr. 


RB Terrell Jordan Sr. 


Experience is slight edge in fierce competition with Roberson. 


Brandon Roberson, So. 


WR Mark Philmore* Sr. 


Ranked 14th nationally in receiving yards before knee sprain. 


TJ. Jones, So. 


WR Shaun Herbert Jt. 


Returning leader in yards per catch (14.5) will compete with Fields. 


Jonathan Fields, Sr.* 


WR Kim Thompson 


So. Deep threat provides size and speed NU usually lacks at WR. 


#1 TE is Erryn Cobb 


TE —_Erryn Cobb Jr. 


Former LB; part-time starter at fullback/blocking back in 2004. 


Frayne Abernathy, So. 


LT _ Dylan Thiry 


So. Athletic 300-pounder has “exceptional feet” to contain edge pressure. 


Vince Clarke, Sr. 


LG Joe Tripodi Jr. 


Key to brand-new left side must stay healthy after injury wave. 


Joel Belding, Fr. 


C __Trevor Rees* 


J. All-Big Ten candidate with good speed and 21 consecutive starts. Adam Crum, So. 


RG Ryan Keenan Jr. 


Switched over from defense during bye week in 2004. 


Austin Mathews, So. 


RT Zach Strief* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Second-team all-league pick in 2004; first team this season? 


Alex Rucks, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 139.2 ypg rushing (8th in Big Ten/47th NCAA), 251.8 ypg passing (Sth/98th), 390.9 ypy total offense (Bth/68th), 28.5 ppg (8th, 75th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


DE David Ngene So. 


Will compete with Mims to join Loren Howard on the line's edge. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kevin Mims, Fr. 


DT Trevor Schultz Jr 
DT Barry Cofield* Sr. 
DE LorenHoward* Sr. 


Solid reserve for two seasons steps onto center stage. 
All-conference candidate plays natural spot after two years at DE. 
Ready for monster year after three sacks in injury-shortened ‘04. _ Mark Koehn, So. 


Warren Anderson, So. 
Ron Bardwell, Jr. 


LB Adam Kadela Jr. 


Started 2004 opener before broken leg shelved sophomore season. 


Campbell Black, Jr. 


LB Tim McGarigle’ — Sr. 
LB Nick Roach’ Jr. 


All-America hopeful led nation in solo tackles (8.5 pg) last year. 
One of league's most underrated LBs tied for team lead with five sacks. Eddie Simpson, So. 


Demetrius Eaton, Jr. 


CB Jeff Backes” Sr. 


Remains target for opposing OBs despite two years as starter. 


Deante Battle, So. 


CB = Marquice Cole Jf. 


Arguably team’s fastest player missed 2004 with broken ankle. 


Cory Dious, Jr. 


SS Bryan Heinz” Ur. 


Needs to rebound for fragile secondary after slipping last season. 


Frederic Tarver, Sr. 


FS Reggie McPherson So. 
“Returning starter 


Walker says the 2005 unit can be better 
than last season’s over-hyped unit. Ryan 
Keenan moves over from defensive line to 
guard, and Walker is high on sophomore 
tackle Dylan Thiry, who will anchor the 
line with All-America candidate Zach 
Strief. Center Trevor Rees enters his third 
year as a starter. 

“A lot of it comes with playing togeth- 
er, growing together, but we have some 
good athletes,” Walker said. “We can be 


pretty good up front.” 


DEFENSE 


The dark days are over for a unit that 
allowed more than 500 yards a game just 
three years ago. But the Wildcats are still 


prone to hemorrhaging after an inconsis- 


Transplant from WR will compete with veteran Henderson. 


Herschel Henderson, Sr. 


tent 2004 season. Texas Christian tallied 
48 points in the opener, and Hawaii sur- 
passed that with 49 points in the final 
game. 

Historically Northwestern’s weaker 
unit, the defense has plenty of star power 
in LB Tim McGarigle and DE Loren 
Howard. But there are major questions in 
the secondary. 

Pass defense is Northwestern's top pri- 
ority every season, and 2005 will be no 
different. 

The secondary loses Marvin Ward, the 
team leader in interceptions (three) and 
pass breakups (14), as well as No. 2 tack- 
ler Dominique Price (93). Starting CBs 
Jeff Backes and Marquice Cole make up 


for their lack of size (each is 5-9) with 
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4 We focused on recruiting lineman this year, as well as some of the skill LLASS BSREAKDOOMT] 


positions — including linebacker, running back and quarterback. We are 
going to lose some quality players in those areas the next couple years 
and need to groom some of our younger talent this year. J lf 


Northwestern coach Randy Walker on his 2005 recruiting class 


] Tyrell Sutton, RB 


After setting the Ohio career rushing mark and winning the Mr. Football 
award, Sutton is the smallest player (5-8) but biggest name in 
Northwestern's class. Sutton is a dynamo on film, and he figures to 
battle for carries as a freshman in a crowded but inexperienced back- 
field. He may also get a chance to use his speed and open-field run- 
ning ability to return punts or kickoffs for the Wildcats next season. 


Chris Jeske, LB 

Jeske was one of the primary reasons that Illinois powerhouse Joliet 
Catholic captured three state titles during his career. He has the size 
j (6-1, 225 pounds), speed (4.6-second 40-yard dash), strength (375- 
pound bench) and instincts (508 career tackles) to make an impact as 
a freshman — if not at linebacker, then on special teams. Jeske will make 
it difficult for coach Randy Walker and his staff to keep him off of the field. 


Brendan Smith, $ 

Smith is a versatile athlete who has a shot at seeing playing time at safe- 
ty as a freshman. Northwestern's secondary has struggled over the last 
¥ couple years, particularly with the deep pass over the middle, so the com- 
petition at safety should be wide open. The New Hampshire Gatorade 
Player of the Year — who played both quarterback and safety in high 
school — may be able to step in and make an immediate contribution. 
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John Gill, OL/DL National Rank: 52 BIG 10:9 


This 6-3, 285-pounder was rated as 

a two-star prospect by Rivals but COE (1EEDS 

wowed scouts with an impressive Wide receiver and cornerback figure to be 
showing at the Eugene NIKE training the top two needs for Northwestern in 2006. 
camp last summer. The Californian was ~The Wildcats will lose three wide receivers 
the fastest offensive lineman at the next year, including go-to-guy Mark 
camp with a 4.9-second 40-yard dash —Philmore. They will also lose both of their 
and a 4.52-second shuttle time. His 27- probable 2005 starting corners to gradua- 
inch vertical leap ranked second, and tion, including Jeff Backes, who also handles 
he also bench presses 365 pounds. Gill kickoff and punt return duties. The Cats only 
chose Northwestern over Michigan — signed one wide receiver in their 2005 class, 


State, North Carolina St., Oregon, Utah, and they failed to land a cornerback. 
Vanderbilt and Fresno State. 


THE SLEEPER 


Hometown School 


ARRINGTON, Malcolm = LB 6-2, 218 oo Orchard Lake, Mich St. Mary's 
Rated as the 15th-best prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com... Selected as Division Il first-team all-state... Racked up 109 tackles 

(71 solos), four forced fumbles, three recovered fumbles and one interceotion... Rushed for 1,045 yards (7.9 yards per carry) and 16 
touchdowns... Was named captain and team MVP... Helped Eaglets to 11-2 record and to the Division I! state championship game. 


BEMENDERFER, Thomas OL 6-5, 245 oo Mishawaka, IN Penn 
Earned all-state at detensive tackde as a junior and offensive tackle as a senior... Helped Kingsmen to back-to-beck repional champi- 
Onships and to conference titles all four yzars he played... Qualified for state wrestling tinals as a sophomore and junior, 


BREWER, Andrew 08 6-3, 205 ooo Jenks, OK Jenks 
Rated as the 11th-best prospect in Oklahoma by Rivats.com...All-State... Led Jenks to Class 6A state title game in 2003 and 2004. 
winning the title in 2003... For career, threw for 3.705 yards, 45 touchdowns and 16 interceptions and rushed for 1,081 yards (5.8 ypc) 
and 12 touchdowns... Named team captain and 2004 district co-Player of the Year... Also helped Trojans to a state title in track-and- 
fie, 


COMPTON, Tyler ol 6-5, 270 oo Humble, TX Humble 
Two-year starter and three-year letterwinner... Named to the all-district team... Also competed in shot put in track-and-fletd... Helped 
Humble's offense average 7,0 yards per carry. 


CONTEH, Omar RB 6-0, 197 ooo Cypress, TX Cy-Fair 
Rated the 45th-best running back in the nation by Rivals.com... Selected to the all-district team as a junior and senior, and second- 
team all-region as a senior... Rushed for 2,130 yards (7.9 ypc) and 29 touchdowns in 2004... Also caupnt nine passes for 138 yards 
and two touchdowns... Team captain and two-time team MVP. 


DIAZ, Ramon OL 6-4, 280 ooo Morris, 1L Morris 
Rated the Séth-best guard In the nation and 21st-best prospect in the state of Illinois by Rivals.com... Named to all-state first team... 
Helped lead Morris to a 13-1 record and a berth in the Class 5A stale championship game... Two-time all-conference selection... Team 
captain, 


DINARD, Mike LB 6-2, 222 oo Parma, OH Padua Franciscan 
Named to Division |! all-state and all-county first teams... Voted team’s most outstanding player and best offensive back... Recorded 
81 tackles, ona interception, two sacks, a forced tumble and a fumble recovery in 2004... Also rushed for 964 yards (6.0 ype) and 16 
touchdowns... Lettered in basketball and track-and-field. 


GILL, John oL 6-3, 285 oo Los Altos Hills, CA Bellarmine Col. Prep 
Named 2004 West Catholic Athletic League Offensive Lineman of the Year... Named first-team all-conterence, all-metro and all- 
Northern California ... Played both offensive and defensive line, in addition to long snapping. 


HAHN, Adam OL 6-4, 245 oo Hartford, Wis. Hartford Union 
Rated 10th-best prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com ... Earned all-state honors at defensive end as a junior... Broke his leg in the 
fourth game of 2004 and missed the remainder of the year ... Earned all-conference, all-county, and all-region honors as a sophomore 
and junior ... Named honorable mention all-state at defensive end as a senior ...For cares, racked up 121 tackles, 19 TFLs, 17 sacks, 
two forced furnbles, two recovered fumbles, eight pass deflections and 33 quarterback hurries ... Also lettered in basketball and track 
and field... Originally committed to Indiana. 


Hometown 


JESKE, Chris LB 6-1, 225 e800 Yorkville, lil. Joliet Catholic Academy 
Rated 19th-best linebacker in nation and 12th-best prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com... Named Chicago Sun-Times tilinois player of 
the year... Named first-team all-state... Named Illinois co-Detensive Player of the Year by tilinots Prep Spotlight (Edgytim.com) , 
Conference Player of the Year in 2004 and Defensive Prayer of the Year in 2003... Helped Hilltoppers to three state titles and 41-4 
record in his career... For career, racked up 508 tackles (333 solos) and 15 sacks... Two-time captain 


KAFKA, Mike 08 6-3, 190 600 Oak Lawn, Itt Chicago St. Rita 
Rated 25th-best dual-threat quarterback and 20th-best prospect in Illinois by Rivals,com... Named honorable mention afl-state. .. 
Voted team and conference division offensive MVP... Led Mustangs to three conference championships and a four-year mark of 35-8... 
In 2004, completed 75 of 129 passes for 1,004 yards and 10 touchdowns, and rushed for 806 yards (5.6 ypc) and five 

touchdowns... Totaled 1,816 yards of total offense and 16 scores... Captain of St. Rita's football and baseball teams, 


KENNEDY, Keegan DL 6-3, 240 e0 Jupiter, FLW. Palm Bch. Card. Newman 
Named all-state, all-area and ati-county.., Played defensive end and fullback... Earned coaches’ MVP Award... Team captain .. Helped 
the Crusaders win back-to-back district championships ... Selected to play in Outback All-Star Game. 


KWATENG, Prince .B 6-1, 215 oo Munster, IN Munster 
Injured during second game of senior season... Named 2004 preseason all-area linebacker ... Registered 12 tackles, a sack, a fumble 
recovery and a forced fumble prior to the season-ending Injury ... Also rusted for neatly 400 yards and seven touchdowns in those 
two games... Rushed for 721 yards (6.0 ypc) and 14 touchdowns, and racked up 30 tackles as a junior... Lettered in track and field. 


MATTES, Kurt ol 6-6, 265 oo0°0 Larksvilla, PA Wyoming Valley West 
Ranked 29th among Pennsylvania players and 53rd nationally among olfensive tackles by Rivals.com... First team all-state and three 
time all-confrence selection... Graded at 85 percent his senior year with 45 pancake blocks... Finished career with 85 tackles, 20 TFLs 
and 10 sacks... Forced four fumbles and recovered two fumbles... Caught 18 careeer passes for 300 yards and three tauchdawms. 


PETERMAN, Eric OB 6-1, 200 ooo Sherman, IL Springfiekd Sacred Heart-Griftin 
Rated 18th in Illinois and 22nd nationally as dual-threat QB by Rivals.com... Second team all-state... IMinois co-Offensive Player of the 
Year by ints Prep Spotlight (Edgytim.com)... Two time all-region, academic All-state, and conference Player of the Year... Set sin- 
gle-season records for total offense (3,250 yards in 2003)... Scored school-record 347 career points and 7,303 yards total offense. 


SMITH, Brendan s 6-0, 212 oo Andover, MA New Hampton Prep (H.H.) 
Gatorade New Hampshire Player of the Year... All-New England Prep School team three times... Class A MVP played quarterback and 
Safety... For career, totaled 4,073 passing yards, 39 touchdowns and 10 interceptions... Rushed for 3,013 yards and 28 TDs... Scored 
74 career touchdowns, including four interception retums and three punt returns, 


SUTTON, Tyrell RB 5-8, 186 ooo Akron, OH Archbishop Hoban 
Ohio 2004 Mr, Football... Rushed for Ohio-record 9,426 career yards and was two-time Player of the Year and two-time first-team all- 
State... Rated 32nd-best prospact in Ohio and 41st nationally at running back by Rivals.com... Scored 117 career touchdowns and 
Scored 702 points... Ran for 3,241 yards and scored 38 touchdowns in 2004... Rushed for 100 yards in 38 consecutive games... 
Rushed for 505 yards (third most in Ohio) and scored eight rushing touchdowns (tying Ohio state mark) in ona game. 


TAYLOR, Desmond oT 6-2, 259 eo Los Angeles, CA Loyola 
Two-time first-team offensive and defensive tackle, Notched 45 tackles, 12 TFLs, four sackes, three fumble recoveries and on intercep- 
tion in 2004... Totaled 41 tackles, two fumble recoveries and two sacks in 2003. 


WARD, Rasheed WR 5-10, 159 e090 Chicago, IL Chicago Harper 
Second-team all-state wide receiver... Ranked 27th among Illinois players by Rivals.com... Two-time all-conference...In 2004, scored 
48 touchdowns and picked up 1,114 receiving yards... Finished career wilh 2,886 receiving yatus and 44 touchdowns, 


WOOTTEN, Cory OL 6-7, 275 ooo Rutherford, NJ Don Bosco Prep 
Ranked 62nd-nationally among offensive tackles and 29th among all players in New England by Rivals.com... Named to all-state, all- 
county and all-league teams... Played tight end and detensive end for the Ironmen... Caught eight passes for 152 yards his senior 
year... Totaled 62 tackles, five sacks and one defensive tochdown in 2004 
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Individual S tats 


Name 
Frayne Abernathy 
Warren Anderson 
C.3. Bacher 
Jeff Backes 
Ron Bardwell 
Brett Basanez 
Deante Battle 
Joel Belding 
Campbell Black 
Ryan Black 


Scott Brownley 


Phil Brunner 
Andre Butler 
Sam Cheatham 
Matt Clark 
Vince Clarke 
Enryn Cobb 
Barry Cofield 
Marquice Cole 
Adam Crum 
Kyle Daley 


Cory Dious 


Demetrius Eaton 
Joseph Ferguson 
Jonathan Fields 
Gerard Hamlett 


D 


arper 


Bryan Heinz 


Chris Horton 
Loren Howard 


Joel Howells 


Akeem Hunter 
Rejaie Johnson 


TJ, Jones 


RUSHING 


DEF, LEADERS 


RECEIVING. 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Wt. Class Hometown 

245 So North Augusta, SC 
Ventura, CA 
Sacramento, CA 
Columbus, OH 
Robbins 
Arlington Heights 


Fayetteville, GA 


Oklahoma City, OK 
Pasadena, CA 


Schaumburg 


Sout 
Dolton 

San Leandro, CA 
Orlando, FL 


Ei Cajon, CA 


Woodridge 
Cleveland Hts., OH 
Hazel Crest 
Anchor Point, AK 
Arlington, TX. 
Atlanta, GA 

Novi, MI 
Milwaukee, WI 


Overland Park, KS 


Fort Lauderdale, FL 


od 


Lone Tree, CO 
Houston, TX 


Oxon Hill, MD 


Pickerington, 0H 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Sycamore 
Chicago 


La Marque, 


aSanez 


Malleo 


Name 
Herron 
Jordan 
Basanez 


Name 
Philmore 
Fields 
Herron 


151, Pri 


ce 9 
6 


Name » Ht - Class Hometown 


Terrell Jordan 3 & 
Adam Kadela 
Ryan Keenan 
Mark Koehn 
Ross Lane 

Slade Larscheid 
Jim Lawler 

Chris Malleo 
Sean Mansfield 
Austin Matthews 
Fred McConnell 
Tim McGarigle 
Reggie McPherson 
Kevin Mims 
David Ngene 
David Oredugba 
Ryan Pederson 
Mark Philmore 
Trevor Rees 
Chaz Richart 
Nick Roach 
Brandon Roberson 
Ben Rothrauff 
Alex Rucks 
Trevor Schultz 
Nathan Shanks 
Eddie Simpson 
Zach Strief 
Frederic Tarver 
Dyjan Thiry 

Kim Thompson 
Joe Tripodi 
Jeremy Vesta 
Amado Villarreal 


Kyle Wagner 


Jeff Yarbrough 


3, Roach 
three w 


Clarkston, GA 
Dublin, OH 
Westlake, OH 
Newton, KS 

Ft. Myers, FL. 
Spearfish, SD 
Marion 

Wall Township, NJ 
Alpharetta, GA 
Orange Park, FL 
Southfield, MI 
Chicago 

San Leandro, CA 
The Woodlands, TX 
Humble, TX 
Sherman Oaks, CA 
Westerville, OH 
Reynoldsburg, OH 
Pearland, TX 
North Vernon, IN 
Milwaukee, WI 
Pearland, TX 
Columbus, OH 
Lincolnshire 
Battle Creek, MI 
Taylorville 
Houston, TX 
Milford, Off 
Palmyra, VA 
Louisville, KY 
Inkster, MI 
Chelsea, MI 
Green Bay, WI 


Englewood, CO 


Results 


NOTEBOOK © 


ailbacks historically have driven the bus for 

Northwestern during coach Randy Walker's 
tenure. But this season Walker has turned over the 
keys to QB Brett Basanez, who begins his fourth 
season as the starter. 

Basanez enters the fall with 28 consecutive 
starts (34 total in his career). He ranks second on 
the school’s all-time lists for passing yards (6,958), 
completions (599) and total offense (7,531). 

“Sometimes you defer to seniors, sometimes you 
don’t feel it’s your time to speak,” Walker said. “He's 
a senior. He's a quarterback. He's going to hold 
every passing record at this school by a lot.” 

Those words resonate with Basanez, who last 
season ranked 22nd nationally in total offense (258 
ypg). “I want the ball in my hands,” he said. “That's 
why I play this position. It’s great that Coach has 
said that about me, but this is not a one-man 
team.” 

® Injuries dogged the Wildcats during spring 
practice, as several stars watched from the sidelines. 
LB Tim McGarigle underwent minor knee surgery 
April 7 and senior RB Terrell Jordan injured his ham- 
string on the first day of spring practice. Also 
among the injured were DE Loren Howard, the 
team’s top pass rusher, and top WR Mark Philmore. 

“We always say it’s hard to lead in orange 
(no-contact jerseys),” Basanez said. 

© Walker seems content to enter the fall with 
only two quarterbacks — Basanez and redshirt 
freshman C.J. Bacher. Sophomore Chris Malleo, 
Basanez’s backup last season, switched to FB during 
the winter. 

“Chris is too good of a player to watch and be 
the backup quarterback,” Walker said. 

Northwestern signed three QBs in February, one 
of whom will serve as the third-stringer. Walker said 
Malleo could switch back to quarterback in an emer- 
gency. 

© Northwestern’s pursuit for a deep threat 
WR has centered on sophomore Kim Thompson. 
The 6-4 Thompson had seven catches for 98 yards 
and a touchdown in his final three games last sea- 
son. 

“This is a big year for him,” said Walker, who 
adds that Thompson could outrun any Wildcats 
player in a 100-yard sprint. “He doesn’t wind up 
that fast, but once he gets rolling, he’s real fast.” 


(6-6, 5-3) 


L at TCU OT 45-48 
L Arizona State 21-30 
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exceptional speed (each ran 4.28 in 40- 
yard dash in the spring). Seniors Herschel 
Henderson and Frederic ‘Tarver will push 
Bryan Heinz and Reggie McPherson for 
the starting safety spots. 

The line features two veteran stars 
(DE Howard and DT Barry Cofield) and 
two newcomers (DT Trevor Schultz and 
DE David Ngene). 

Howard made an incredible return 
from ankle surgery to play in six games 
last season. Cofield moves inside, where 


his 305-pound frame will be put to better 
use. Schultz has been a solid reserve but 
“needs to grow up,” according to Walker. 
Ngene and freshman Kevin Mims will 
compete for the other end spot. 

Walker said this year’s linebackers are 
the best he’s seen at Northwestern, top- 
ping a 2000 crop that featured future 
first-round draft pick Napoleon Harris 
and fourth-rounder Kevin Bentley. Senior 
McGarigle and junior Nick Roach are two 
of the Big Ten’s best, and junior Adam 
Kadela opened 2004 as the starting MLB 


before breaking his leg in week three. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


The Wildcats bowl-less winter could be 
attributed to unsteady special teams, an 
area Walker oversees. Junior Joel Howells 
could be the answer at place-kicker, but 
the breakdowns in punt and kickoff cov- 
erage will require a collective solution. 

Shortcomings from the first game (five 
missed FGs) to the last (allowed a 76-yard 
punt return for touchdown) overshadowed 
this unit's accomplishments in 2004. 

Jeff Backes led the Big Ten in kickoff 
returns (30.3 yards per return) and 
scored with a kickoff return and a punt 
return. Howells remains the starting 
kicker after hitting four of five field goals 
in the final three games. 

“I probably should have went to him 
sooner,” said Walker, who stuck with Brian 
Huffman for most of the year. “When Joel 


got the chance, he was very good.” 


Northwestern’s Winning Trend 1995-2004 


) last year,” coach Randy | 


a aM 


BEST (& 
me BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Tim McGarigle, LB 

Racked up 10 or more 
tackles in the final eight | 
games last season to finish 
with 151 stops, the seventh 
highest total in school his- 
tory. ... He led the nation in 
solo tackles per game (8.5), 
tallying six or more in 11 of 
12 games. ... Named Walter 
Camp Foundation and 
Bronco Nagurski Division I- 
A national Defensive Player of the Week after 
notching a career-high 21 tackles in victory 
against Purdue. ... Ranks sixth on the school’s 
career tackles list with 389. Needs 115 stops to 
pass Chuck Kern for the all-time lead. 


EMERGING STAR 


Brandon Roberson, RB 

Took the field 11 times as 
a true freshman, serving as | 
a kick returner and a reserve 
running back, ... “He was | 
probably not quite ready 


Walker said. “But now he’s | 
got a chance to be ready and © 
pretty. effective.” .... Was 
No. 1 RB in spring ball after ~ 
senior Terrell Sutton injured 
his hamstring on the first day of practice. Will 
compete with Sutton and two freshmen for the 
starting job. ... Recorded first two career carries 
at Michigan, tallying 15 yards. ... Had 5,235 rush- 
ing yards and 65 touchdowns in high school. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


Tyrell Sutton, RB 

Will compete with fellow 
incoming freshman Omar 
Conteh as backup RB in 
2005. ... Named Ohio's 2004 
Mr. Football after rushing for | 
3,232 yards and 38 touch- 
downs at Archbishop Hoban 
High School. ... Set state 
record in career rushing 
yards (9,426), all-purpose 
yards (10,919) and consecu- 
tive 100-yard rushing games (38). Reached 100- 


| yard plateau in 44 of his 49 career high school 


games. ... Mayor of Akron proclaimed Dec. 7, 
2004, Tyrell Sutton Day and likened him to pro 
basketball star and Akron native LeBron James. 
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TIM MCGARIGLE 


Playing Hard — 
The Chicago Way 


Northwestern's athletic marketing 
staff has made several attempts to link 
its teams to the sports-crazy metropo- 
lis south of campus. But Chicago is, 
first and foremost, a pro sports town, 
and its inhabitants rarely bat an eye- 
lash toward the local college scene. 

Tim McGarigle might be the man 
who finally closes that gap. 

Linebackers are as much a part of 
Chicago fabric as thick-crust pizza, 
and McGarigle, a South Side native, 
fits the mold. He lists AC/DC's “Hells 
Bells” as his anthem and Gen. George 
S. Patton as the historical figure with 
whom he’d most want to dine. 
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“He's a stereotype Chicago guy,” 
Wildcats head coach Randy Walker said. 
“Tt’s hilarious. He ought to be on Saturday 
Night Live, with ‘da Bears’ group.” 

When McGarigle began playing foot- 
ball in the fourth grade, his dad, Bill, 
played him videotapes of former Bears 
LB Mike Singletary. 

“Growing up with Singletary and 
(Dick) Butkus and now (Brian) 
Urlacher, it’s a linebacker town,” 
McGarigle said of his home. “Living 
here and now playing here in college, 
it couldn't be better.” 

As a junior, McGarigle led the nation 
in solo tackles (8.5 per game) and 
ranked third in total stops (12.6 per 
game). He has topped the team’s tack- 
les chart for two consecutive seasons 
and returns to lead one of the Big Ten’s 
best groups of linebackers. 

“He doesn’t say two words. He just 
looks at you,” Walker said. “He’s got 
one thought: tackle the football. 
He lives for it.” 

McGarigle doesn’t conceal his dedi- 
cation. 

“I'm probably the first one up here, 
the last one to leave,” he said. 
“Everyone's like, ‘Don’t you do any- 
thing else?’ I’m like, ‘ve got nothing 
else to do except football. C'mon! ” 

McGarigle seems magnetically pulled 
to the football, a trait he attributes to 
desire and skill. He watches All-Pro 
linebackers like Urlacher and Ray Lewis, 
and is coached by former linebacker Pat 
Fitzgerald, a two-time league Defensive 
Player of Year honoree at Northwestern. 

“It all starts with technique,” said 
McGarigle, who needs 115 tackles to 
become the school’s all-time leader. 
“Everyone thinks we linebackers want 
to kill people every time. We do, but 
you've got to make the play first.” 

McGarigle (6-1, 235 pounds) has 
gained less NFL attention than his 
Northwestern predecessors, Napoleon 
Harris and Kevin Bentley. But expect 
his stock to rise in 2005. 

“He's got a heart bigger than his 
body,” Walker said. “That’s one thing 
they don’t measure at the (NFL) 
Combine. But I guarantee you he'll 
have the biggest one there.” 


Punter Ryan Pederson will compete 
against sophomore Slade Larscheid, who 
missed the 2004 season with a knee injury. 
RBs Terrell Jordan and Brandon Roberson 
take kickoff returns for the second straight 


year. Backes will handle punts. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


A strong start is essential for the 
Wildcats, who open at home for the first 
time since 2000 and play four of their 
first five in Evanston. They dropped three 
of four to open the 2004 season, which 
caused them to miss a bowl despite win- 
ning five Big Ten games. 

In week two, Northwestern plays host 
to Northern Illinois, a mid-major coming 
off its first postseason appearance in 21 
years. The Huskies are the first of seven 
2004 bowl teams Northwestern faces. 

Road games against Purdue and 
Michigan State will test the Wildcats, 
who last year won just once away from 
Ryan Field. Northwestern must survive a 
tortuous three-game stretch against 
Michigan, Iowa and Ohio State before 
finishing the season at rival Illinois. 


— Adam Rittenberg 
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“Sept. 3 Ohio | 
‘Sept. 10 - Northern Illinois. 
“Sept. 17 at Arizona State 
Sept. 24 Penn State — 
ices ee Wisconsin — 
Oct. 15 at Purdue 
“Oct.22  —at Michigan State 
“Oct.290 : Michigan j 
“Nov. 5 J Iowa 
“Nov.12 ~—_—at Ohio State 
"Nov. 19 at Illinois — 
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(AT A GLANCE — 


5-6 overall, 4-4 MAC (4th, East) 


_ Doug Martin — At Kent State and overall: 
| 5-6, 1 year 


| RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


_ LB Justin Parrish, DT Daniel Muir, 
CB Usama Young, QB Michael Machen, 
WR Derrick Bush, PK Travis Mayle 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Golden Flashes return the bulk of the 

_ best defense in the MAC and will rely on 

_ that unit to dictate the outcome of early 

games while the offense settles into the 
post-Joshua Cribbs era. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Nobody on the Kent State offense has 
played much with any quarterback but 


If Machen is not able to jump from the 
JC ranks into a role as an effective D-I 
starter, trouble looms. 


QB Joshua Cribbs, LB Eric Mahl, RB David 
Alston, OL Chad Bandiera, WR Darrell 
Dowery 


The Golden Flashes had to close in a flur- 
ry, winning their final four games, just to 
finish 5-6. The defense will still be one of 
the league's best, but the offense has far 
too many questions and unproven enti- 
ties. Kent will do well to match its win 
total from last season. 


2005 


Cribbs, so a major makeover is in progress. 


What Happens When Life After Cribbs Begins? 


OFFENSE 


For the past four seasons, ask anyone 
what the Kent State offense was all about, 
and the answer was simple — Joshua 
Cribbs. His improvisational talents made 
the broken play Kent State’s most pro- 
ductive weapon. 

Now that Cribbs is gone, after an 
All-MAC season in which he became 
Kent’ all-time leader in eight offensive 
categories, the Flashes have six starters 
back from the second-highest scoring 
offense in school history. 

Sophomore Michael Machen, a former 
minor league baseball player and junior 
college transfer, won the job in the spring 
when he displayed great arm strength and 
slipped comfortably into the leadership 
role. Machen has coaches drooling over 
his size (6-6, 240), and maturity. 

The line in front of Machen has depth 
and experience, with five players return- 
ing who have started at least one game, 
including three who started every game 
last season. 

The receivers are many, with Derrick 
Bush leading a class of eight experienced 
players. Cameron Bobb demonstrated in 
the spring that he has the ability to tack 


on big gains after the catch. 


Seven starters return from a unit which 
ranked first in total defense in the MAC 
and 15th nationally. 


Leading the pack is linebacker Justin 


Parrish, a legitimate candidate for MAC 
Defensive Player of the Year honors. 
Parrish, who typifies the hard-nosed, 
pursuit-based approach Kent State has 
used to perfection, set a school single-sea- 
son mark with 14 sacks, and had 17.5 
stops behind the line of scrimmage. 

Daniel Muir leads a defensive line that 
features strength and the ability to limit 
the running options enjoyed by the 
opposition. Joining him will be Collin 
Ferrell and Roger Attieh, forming quite a 
formidable front. Nate Wesley joins that 
already talented group after missing the 
last two seasons with nagging injuries. 

Jonathan Eggleston joins Parrish to 
add more veteran flavor at linebacker, 
while Usama Young and Jack Williams 
are good enough at man coverage on the 
corners to free up the rest of the second- 
ary for other duties. 

Fritz Jacques, James Brown, Andre 
Kirkland and Joshua Pastore will share the 
work at safety, where Kent is known for its 
speed and attacking mode, and for having 


the best pass defense in the conference. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Travis Mayle enters the season 
as the school’s career leader in PATs, but 
hit only six of 11 field-goal attempts. 
Punter Joshua Brazen averaged more than 
40 yards per kick. The return game has 
Jon Drager (20.1 yards per kick return) 
and the speedy Marcus Hill. 


— Matt Markey 
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AT A GLANCE 


i 


| 8-4 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (T-5th) 


Jim Tressel — At Ohio State: 40-11, 
q 


4 years; overall: 175-68-2, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


t 18; 9 offense, 9 defense 


~ PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Ted Ginn Jr., WR Santonio Holmes, 

QB Troy Smith, QB Justin Zwick, C Nick 
Mangold, LB A.J. Hawk, LB Bobby 
Carpenter, CB Ashton Youboty, FS Nate 
Salley, DT Quinn Pitcock 

q 


~ PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Loaded with skill players at quarterback 

and receiver, the Buckeyes might tum 

) their backs on Three Yards and a Cloud of 

Dust. Ginn, Holmes and Anthony Gonzalez 

| form perhaps the best — and fastest — 

receiving tandem in the country. The 
Buckeyes’ defense is deep and experienced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The high expectations for a second 
national championship in four years might 
fizzle early with a Sept. 10 loss to Texas. 


K Mike Nugent, P Kyle Turano, CB Dustin 
Fox, TB Lydell Ross, TB Maurice Hall 


Tressel has been pointing to 2005 since 
he recruited the nation’s No. 1 class in 
‘02. The only big question is replacing 

Nugent — the Buckeyes have won four 


games the past three seasons without 
scoring an offensive touchdown. 


= a a a 
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For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit www.ohiostate.rivals.com 
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Even Tressel Admits Buckeyes Poised for Title Run 


Its not a certain sign that the 
Apocalypse is upon us, but the citizens of 
Ohio reacted with something just short 
of shock and amazement this spring 
when OSU coach Jim Tressel directly 
answered a question put before him. 

Tressel, of course, can filibuster his 
way around an inquiry into what he had 
for breakfast, offering a response slightly 
longer and just as puzzling as the average 
Orange Bowl halftime show. 

But when asked whether national 
championship expectations are outlandish 
for his 2005 Buckeyes, Tressel put aside 
the standard subterfuge and stunned 
everyone with a frank and direct response. 
“No,” he said. “I don’t think so at all.” 

Just what might motivate a guy given 
to the ol’ verbal double-reverse to come 
so clean? 

How about the return of more skill 
players than he can find space for and 
a defense so long on experience and talent 
that the team’s new coordinator admits all 
he needs to do is keep his finger on the 
autopilot button. 

“T think we have talented guys,” Tressel 
said. “We have bright guys. We have 
experienced guys. We have guys who 
I think understand ... what it takes to be 
a championship team.” 

Chief among OSU's weapons is wide 
receiver/return specialist Ted Ginn, Jr., 
whose speed and elusiveness make him 


a highlight-in-waiting whenever he touches 


the ball. 

Once the Buckeyes began folding 
Ginn into the game plan last season, they 
rebounded from a 5-3 start to win three 
of their last four, including routs of 
Michigan and Oklahoma State. 

Quarterback Troy Smith, Ginn’s high 
school teammate at Cleveland Glenville 
High School, also helped trigger OSU's 
mid-season rebirth and will be back for 
a Sept. 10 game against Rose Bowl cham- 
pion Texas after serving the last of a two- 
game NCAA suspension for taking cash 
from a booster. 

Junior Justin Zwick will start the 
opener against Miami of Ohio, just as he 
did Ohio State’s first six games last season 
and the Alamo Bowl victory over 
Oklahoma State when Smith served the 
first game of his suspension. 

OSU's offensive spotlight will have to 
shine brightly to eclipse the glare of 
a defense that returns possibly the best 
linebacker crew in the nation. 

That unit is built around All- 
American and Butkus candidate A.J. 
Hawk, with Bobby Carpenter and 
Anthony Schlegel his allies. 

Three veterans return both up front and 
in the secondary, convincing new coordi- 
nator Jim Heacock not to change anything. 
Heacock moves up from defensive line 
coach after Mark Snyder took over as the 
head coach at Marshall. 


“There’s no question what my march- 
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Hawk's 14] tackles last 
season were the most by 


a Buckeye in 18 years. 
(photo by Steve Beyer) 


Phote by Joe Robbins 


by 
Pu e 
3 
~ 
0 
Ty 
9 
2 
0 
in 
2 
c 
4 


ing orders are,” Heacock said. “We're just 


going to keep doing what we do.” 


OFFENSE 


Whether Ohio State settles on Troy 
Smith or Justin Zwick, or both, the play- 
er under center will have plenty of 
options once the ball is snapped. 

Ir’s hard to envision a conservative 
coach like Tressel turning his back on 
OSU’s traditional commitment to the run 
in favor of a pass-first mentality. 

But it’s even harder to envision any 
coach, even at a school where five tail- 
backs have won the Heisman Trophy, 
ignoring the obvious weapons the 
Buckeyes have at wide receiver. 


Everyone knows Ginn is a threat to go 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 1454 ypg rushing (7th in Big Ten/70th NCAA) 175.4 ypg. passing (10th/97th), $20.8 ypg. total offense (Sth/S8th), 24.2 ppg. (7tv71st) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 

QB ‘Troy Smith Jr. Must serve NCAA suspension in opener. Justin Zwick, Jr.” 
RB Antonio Pittman So. Only returnee with more than five career carries. Eric Haw, Fr. 

RB Brandon Schnittker” Jr. Returning starter; didn't carry once last season. Dionte Johnson, So. 
WR Santonio Holmes” Jr. Led OSU with seven receiving TDs in 2004. Roy Hall, Jr. 

WR _ Ted Ginn, Jr.* So. A highlight film waiting to happen. Anthony Gonzalez, So. 
TE Ryan Hamby” Sr. Not heavily involved in passing game. Rory Nicol, So. 

LT Rob Sims” Sr. __ Entering his third year as a starter. Steve Rehring, So. 
LG TW. Downing Jr. Father, Walt, played at Michigan. John Conroy, Sr. 

C Nick Mangold* Sr. Four-year starter and leader of the line. Steve Winner, Sr. 
RG Doug Datish* Jr. Blue-chip recruit hasn't delivered on promise. Andree Tyree, Sr. 
RT Kirk Barton* So. Took over as starter midway through ‘04. Jon Skinner, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 130.4 yng (5th Big Ten/35th NCAA), 201.6 ypg passing (4th/41st), $82.0 yng. total defense (4th/30th), 18.3 ppg. (Sth/ 18th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


DE Jay Richardson Jr. 
DT Marcus Green* Sr. 
DT Quinn Pitcock* Jt. 
DE Mike Kudla* Sr. 


LB Bobby Carpenter* Sr. 
LB Anthony Schlegel” Sr. 


LB AJ. Hawk" Sr. Consensus All-American, Butkus candidate. 
CB Ashton Youboty* Jr. Assumes lock-down corner role. 

CB Tyler Everett* Sr. Faces position battle in fall, 

SS Donte Whitner Jr. Lots of experience as nickel back. 

FS _ Nate Salley* St. __ Big hitter who sometimes misses tackles. 
“Returning starter 


the distance whenever he catches the ball, 
but he’s hardly OSU’s only touchdown 
threat. Wide receiver Santonio Holmes 
led the team with seven touchdown 
catches last season, including scores of 80, 
47 and 30 yards. 

And sophomore Anthony Gonzalez 
emerged at midseason to become a dan- 
gerous third option for Smith and Zwick 
downfield. 

It was Gonzalez who started OSU 
toward its 37-21 victory over Michigan 
with a 68-yard catch-and-run in the first 
quarter, and it was Gonzalez’s 23-yard 
score that triggered the Buckeyes’ getaway 
to a 33-7 romp in the Alamo Bowl. 

Those three players are likely to be on the 


field a majority of the time for OSU, given 


Former backup replaces Simon Fraser. 
Fifth-year player hoping for breakout season. 
Led defensive line in tackles last season. 
Second-year starter has battled injuries. 

15 starts past three seasons. 

Coming off shoulder surgery. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
David Patterson, Jr. 
Sian Cotton, So. 

Joel Penton, Jr. 
Vernon Gohiston, So. 
Marcus Freeman, So. 
Mike D'Andrea, Sr. 
Curtis Terry, So. 
Sirjo Welch, So. 
Jamario O'Neal, Fr. 
Nick Patterson, Fr. 
Brandon Mitchell, Jr. 


its lack of depth at tailback, lack of success 
rushing the football a year ago and big-play 
capability exhibited by the receivers. 

“We'd like to be very explosive,” Tressel 
said. “The more problems you can give 
defenses, the better off you're going to be. 
I'd just as soon have every scheme so we 


can attack a variety of different ways.” 


DEFENSE 


Ohio State suffered heavy graduation 
losses on its defense in 2004, slipping to 
the upper-middle of the Big Ten after two 
seasons of domination behind perhaps its 
best defensive line in school history. 

Mobile quarterbacks like North- 
western’s Brett Basanez and Iowa's Drew 


Tate gave OSU fits as its young players 


7 
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4 4 One of the things that impress me about this class is L£LASS GREAKOOUMT? 


its commitment to excellence. It is a group that is 


Fivals.com 


going to work very hard to succeed in all that it does. J | f ssmmiinaan 


Ohio State coach Jim Tressel on his 2005 recruiting class Average Stars 


Alex Boone, OT 

Has been billed as the most dominant offensive lineman to come out 
of the state of Ohio since former Buckeye Orlando Pace. The 6-8, 296- 
) pounder is known for having a nasty streak and loves to put his oppo- 
nent on the ground. Boone figures to be in the mix for immediate play- 
ing time on the offensive line. 


Jamario 0’Neal, DB 


O'Neal is the fast and physical cornerback that all college coaches 
dream of having on their team. O'Neal is a hard-hitting player who 
also has legitimate 4.4 40-yard dash speed. He should become 
a mainstay of the Buckeye secondary for years to come. 


] Maurice Wells, RB 


Wells could potentially be thrown into the mix from day one with the 
lack of running backs on scholarship for the Buckeyes. Possesses 
incredible speed, running the 40-yard-dash in 4.44 seconds, but will 
have to answer questions if at 5-11, 177-pounds, if he is big enough 
to carry the ball in the Big Ten. 


TF FRESHINET] OF MiIPFILT 
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Total Stars 


Freddie Lenix, LB National Rank: 12 BIG 10: 3 


Yet another player to make the jum 

from Cleveland Glenville H.S. to Ohio COOE (1EEDS 

State, the 6-0, 193-pounder was {tall starts up front for Ohio State and look 
a standout linebacker and running for the Buckeyes to go after several in-state 
back on the high school level but offensive linemen with a bumper crop on 
could be slated to play safety in col- the OL in Ohio. The Ohio State staff will 
lege. Lenix racked up more than 225 also look to add depth at the defensive 
tackles during his junior and senior tackle position. Don't be surprised if Jim 
seasons to go along with five defen- Tressel goes after a pair of quarterbacks 
sive touchdowns. He is also an with Justin Zwick and Troy Smith both 


accomplished sprinter recording entering their junior seasons. 
a 10.8 seconds in the 100 meters. 


THE SLEEPER 


GOWTS SITE L SS 


Hometown Scheol 


AMOS, Andre wR 6-1, 180 oo0°0 Middletown, OH Middletown 
Rated as the 25th best receiver in the nation by Rivals.com... Also ranked the No. 10 player in the state of Ohio by Rivals.com. 

Caught 35 passes for more than 500 yards and seven touchdowns in his senior season... Committed to the Buckeyes in August before 
his senior season. 


BOONE, Alex oT 6-8, 296 906000 Lakewood, oF St. Edwards 
Rated the third best offensive tackle in the nation by Rivals.com... Was also rated the No. 2 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... 2003 
nd 2004 first-team All-Ohio lineman... Tallied 50 knockdawns in his senior season... Selected Ohio State over Michigan, Notre 
Dame and Oklahoma: 


CORDLE, Jim OL 6-5, 285 ooo0 Lancaster, OH Lancaster 
Rated the seventh best offensive guard in the nation by Rivals.com... Ranked the No. 4 player in the state of Ohio by Rivals.com. 
2003 and 2004 first-team All-Ohio lineman... 2004 first-team Dispatch-Agonis Club selection... Committed to Ohio State in April after 
his junior season. 


DENLINGER, Todd OT 6-3, 280 oooo0 Troy, OH Troy 
Rated the 14th best defensive tackle in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 7 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... 2004 first-team All: 
Ohio, .. Had 60 tackles including 13 tackles fot loss in his senior season... Selected Ohio State over Oklahoma and Wisconsin. 


HARTLINE, Brian wR 6-2, 174 ooo Canton, OH GlenOak 
Rated as the 36th best wide receiver in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No, 12 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Suffered season- 
ending injury (broken leg) in season opener of senior season... All-conference and All-district receiver in junior season catching 41 
passes for more than 400 yards. 


JENKINS, Malcolm DB 6-0, 185 ooo Piscataway, NJ Piscataway 
Rated the 61st best comerback in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 28 player in New Jersey by Rivals.com... All-state selec- 
tion in 2004... Timed with a 4.43 in the 40-yard dash... Committed to Ohio State over Virginia Tech and Syracuse. 


LAURINAITIS, James LB 6-2, 230 ooo Plymouth, MN Wayzata 
Rated the 28th best inside linebacker in the nation by Rivals.com... Also rated the No. 4 player in Minnesota by Rivals.com... Named 
Minnesota's Defensive Mr, Football in 2004... Had 193 tackles, including 28 for loss in the 2004 season, Selected Ohio State over 
Minnesota, Notre Dame and UCLA. 


LENIX, Freddie ATH 5-11, 195 ooo Cleveland, OH Glenville 
Rated the 22nd best athlete prospect in the nation by Rivals.com... Also was the 22nd-ranked overall prospect in Ohio by 
Rivals.com... 2004 first-team All-Ohio at linebacker... Had 85 tackles his junior season. .. Picked the Buckeyes over lowa, Michigan 
State and Wisconsin, 


O'NEAL, Jamario 08 6-1, 190 oooo Cleveland, OH Glenville 
Rated the third best cornerback in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 2 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... 2004 first-team All-Ohio 
at detensive back... Had 65 tackles to go along with three sacks and three interceptions as a senior... Committed to Ohio State over 
Michigan, 


2005 


Hometown School 


ROBISKIE, Brian wR 6-3, 190 ooo Chagrin Falls, OH Chagrin Falls 

Rated the 61st best wide receiver in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 22 player in Ohio by Rivals.com, .. 2004 first-team All- 

Ohio at wide receiver... Set receiving records at Chagrin Falls with 118 catches for 1.885 yards and 34 touchdowns during his career. 
Selected Ohio State over Miami (FL) and Florida. 


RUSSELL, Anderson OB 6-0, 194 oo Atlanta, GA Marist 
Versatile player who excelled at running back and defensive back In high school... Timed at 4.44 in the 40-yard dash at the Ohio Stata 
camp... Averaged more than 19 yards on Kickoff returns... Selected Ohio State over Duke. 


SCHOENHOFT, Rob QB 6-5, 227 eooo°o Cincinnati, OH St. Xavier 
Rated the 6th best pro-style quarterback in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 8 prospect in the state of Ohio by Rivals.com, 
Attended the prestigicus NIKE Elite 11 camp where he was named most improved and quarterback most likely 10 win a national cham- 
plonship... Selected Ohio State over Michigan. 


SPITLER, Austin LB 6-2, 216 ooo Bellbrook, OH Bellbrook 
Rated the 48th best inside linebacker in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 24 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... First-team all- 
Conference in 2003 and 2004... Named conference Linebacker of the Year... Totaled 132 tackles with 11 for loss in his senior sea- 
Son... Selected Ohio State over Wisconsin. 


WASHINGTON, Donald I!) WR 6-0, 180 oo Indianapolis, IN Franklin Central 
Extremely athletic player that always seems to be in on the play... Was a top performer at the Columbus NIKE camp with his 
Camp leading 39-inch vertical leap... Caught 45 passes with 10 touchdowns during the 2004 season... Selected Ohio State over 
Illino’s and Indiana. 


WELLS, Maurice RB 5-11, 17 oooo Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
Rated the 4th best all-purpose back in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 26 player in the state of Florida by Rivals.com... 
Rushed for 5,955 yards and 55 touchdowns during his career... Broke the Florida single-game rushing record with a 429 yard par- 
formance in two and a half quarters during hes junior season... Committed to Ohio State over USC and Georgia Tech. 


WILLIAMS, Ryan OE 6-5, 240 ooo°o Mission Viejo, CA Mission Viejo 
Rated the 12th best strongside defensive end in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 27 player in the state of California by 
Rivals.com... Wes the first out of state commitment of the class for Ohio State... Selected Ohio State over Okighoma and Colorado 


WILSON, Lawrence DE 6-6, 230 ooo°o Akron, OH St. Vincent-St, Mary 
Rated the 12th best veakside defensive end in tha nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 9 player in the state of Ohio by Rivals.com... 
2004 first-team All-Ohio... Had 10 sacks as a senior and 15 as a junior... Originally committed to Notre Dame... Announced for Ohio 

State over Florida on signing day, 


WORTHINGTON, Doug ——DE 6-7, 255 oooco Athol Springs, NY St. Francis 
Rated the fifth best strongside defensive end in the nation by Rivals.com... Rated the No. 2 player in the state of New York by 
Rivals.com... Had 74 tackles with seven Sacks during senior season... Exceedingly quick for his size running a 4.75 40-yard dash... 
Selected Ohio State over a list of schools including Florida and Alabama. 
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BUCKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


Albany 


Doug Datish 06 6. 3 J Warren 


Michael Dougherty 5-1 u Youngstown 


Canton 


Clayton 


Toledo 


East Canton 


Detroit, MI 


7 Ted Ginn, Jr. 0 17 Cleveland 


Anthony Gonzalez L 0 20 : Cleveland 


Louisvill 


Cleveland 


Cincinnati 


Columbus 


Centerville 


Massillon 
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RECEIVING 


DEF. LEADERS Interceptions 
Sacks: Kudle 
Tackles for loss: 
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Name 


Dimitrios Makridis 
Nick Mangold 
Brandon Maupin 


Mitchell 


Nick Patterson 
Joel Fenton 

Ben Person 
Quinn Pitcock 
Antonio Pittman 
Ryan Pretorius 
Steve Rehring 
Jay Richardson 
Mike Roberts 


Trever Robinson 


Nate Salley 
Tim Schafer 


Anthony Schlegel 


Brandon Schnittker 


Rob Sims 
Jonathan Skeete 
Jon Skinner 
Antonio Smith 
Brandon Smith 
Troy Smith 
Colby Staubs 
Curtis Terry 
A.J. Trapasso 
Andree Tyree 
Brent Ullery 
Brandon Und 
EJ. Underwood 


Sirjo Welch 


Ashton Youboty 


Justin Zwick 


Hometown 
Hilliaré 
North Canton 
Lebanon 
North Braddock, PA| 
Warren 
Centerville 
Cincinnati 
Atlanta, GA 
Erie, PA 
Beaver, PA 


Dennison 


Van Wert 

Xenia 

Piqua 

Akron 

Durban. So. Africa 
West Chester 
Dublin 

Toronto, Ontario 
Richmond, VA 
Powell 

Fort Lauderdale, FL’ 
Upper Arlington 
Highland Park, TX 
Sandusky 
Macedonia 
Gahanna 

Mount Carmel, PA 
Columbus 


Euclid 


Cleveland 
Pickerington 
London 
Centerville 
Hamilton 
Hamilton 
Columbus 
Baltimore, MD 
Tronton 
Cleveland 
Dublin 
Klein, TX 


Massillon 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 


im Tressel tabbed defensive line coach Jim 

Heacock to replace Mark Snyder as defensive 
coordinator with one week left in spring practice. 

That change became necessary when Snyder left 
OSU to become the head coach at his alma mater, 
Marshall University. Snyder had the job only one 
season after Mark Dantonio left to become the head 
coach at Cincinnati. 

Heacock is entering his 10th season at OSU, dat- 
ing to his hiring by then-head coach John Cooper 
in 1996. 

In late April, Tressel hired Bowling Green assis- 
tant head coach and defensive coordinator Tim 
Beckman to work with the OSU cornerbacks. 

© It won't go over well at arch-rival Michigan 
that new Ohio State athletic director Gene Smith 
overstated his success against the Wolverines while 
an assistant coach at Notre Dame from 1977-81. 

Smith drew cheers at his introductory press con- 
ference when he boasted: “Let me say, in all my 
years of coaching at Notre Dame, I never lost to 
Michigan.” 

Uh, except twice in four tries. 

In truth, Notre Dame played Michigan every year 
from 1978-81 and split those four games. 

Notre Dame won by two points in both 1979 and 
1980. 

But in 1978, Michigan defeated Notre Dame, 
28-14. And in 1981, Smith’s final season as 
a Fighting Irish assistant coach, Michigan claimed 
a 25-7 victory. Asked to reconcile his statement 
about never losing to Michigan, Smith said: “I made 
a big mistake.” 

Asked if he recalled losing either by 14 points or 
18 points to Michigan at the time of his original 
contention, Smith said: “No. I made a big mistake. 
Things happen to you when you get old.” 

® Antonio Pittman and redshirt freshman Eric 
Haw are the only experienced tailbacks returning 
this year, given the graduation of Lydell Ross, 
Maurice Hall and Braden Joe. 

“They need experience,” Tressel said of Pittman 
and Haw. “We need to find out who can hang in 
there and take the pounding.” 

© Rob Sims has started at tackle for two-plus 
seasons, but the senior from Cleveland may move 
inside this season. 

“T think I'm a guard at heart,” Sims said. 

The development of sophomore tackles Kirk 
Barton and Steve Rehring will determine whether 
Smith can move inside and play next to OSU's other 
senior lineman, center Nick Mangold. 


(8-4, 4-4) 


Cincinnati 27-6 
Marshall 24-21 


at Northwestern OT 27-33 


Indiana 


Penn State 


Alamo Bowl 


kiahoma State 
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TED GINN 
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Photo by Jay Drowns/The Sporting News 


weren't disciplined enough to play their 


responsibilities, leaving gaps. 

More experience should fix that prob- 
lem this season. 

A.J. Hawk is the headliner in his third 
year as a regular, coming off a season in 
which his 141 stops were the most by an 
Ohio State player since Chris Spielman’s 
156 in 1986. Breaking that mark might 
be difficult because of the help Hawk will 
have around him. 


Middle linebacker Anthony Schlegel 


a 


and outside linebacker Bobby Carpenter 
both return, and so do three of OSU’s four 
starters up front. 

Defensive tackle Quinn Pitcock is the 
best of that group, offering unusual athleti- 
cism for a 6-3, 295-pound player. Pitcock 
has a 38-inch vertical leap, but it’s his low- 
to-the-ground setup that gives opponents 
fits by clogging running lanes. 

One thing Ohio State lacked throughout 
last season was a lock-down cornerback, but 
it thinks junior Ashton Youboty can fill that 
role in 2005. Youboty’s key interception in 
the upset of Michigan showed he can make 
momentum-changing plays. This year, he'll 


be pressured to do that routinely. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This area is often an afterthought com- 
pared to a team’s offense and defense, but 
Ohio State won numerous games the past 
three years on the feet of kicker Mike 
Nugent and two All-American punters, B.J. 
Sander and Andy Groom. 

Kyle Turano replaced Sander last season 
and did a serviceable job. Now Turano is 
gone and the job falls to freshman AJ. 
‘Trapasso. 

Meanwhile, Nugent was a certifiable 
machine the past three years, making 61 of 
70 field goal attempts since his sophomore 
season, including five of six from 50 yards 
and beyond last season. 

Josh Huston, whom Nugent beat out for 
the job in 2002, will have the pressure of 


replacing him. 


QOhio State's iianing Trend 1995-2004 


“BEST 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
WR Ted Ginn, dr. = 


it had to get the football in 
this playmaker’ hands, its | | 
fortunes shifted dramatically }~ 
last season. ... Scored touch- 
downs rushing, receiving and 
returning in a victory at }_ 
Michigan State. ... Scored | 
a touchdown every 7.3 times 
he touched the football. . 
-Returned four punts for 
touchdowns. ... Will be used on kickoff retums this ; 
season. ... Recruited as a defensive back. ... Would 
like to play both ways, like former OSU All- 
American Chris Gamble. ... Also played quarterback 
in the Alamo Bowl and figures to see situational 
duty there this season. 1 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Santonio Holmes 
He's really —_ already) 
“emerged,” but this year he 
takes the step up to being 
one the very elite WRs in 
_ the nation. ... led OSU with 
seven receiving TDs last sea- 
son and should get more 
room to roam this year with 
Ginn drawing defensive dou- 
ble-coverage. ... Considered 
going to the NFL after his - 
sophomore year to support his two children, but 
_ opted to return in hopes of elevating himself into 
| the top of the first round in 2006. ... Best game 
| was 10-catch, 224-yard, two-touchdown perform- 
ance against Marshall. ... Returned a punt 63 
| yards for a touchdown at Northwestern. ... Teams 
with Ginn to give OSU a lethal, two-man punt 
> return combo. ... Led OSU in all-purpose yardage 
with an average Of 99 per game. 3 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Jamario 0‘Neal 

Parade All-American who 
declared for OSU early in his 
junior season. ... Attended 
the same Cleveland High 
School, Glenville, that pro- 
duced Ted Ginn, Jr., and Troy 
Smith. ... Will be one of six 
Glenville players on the OSU 
roster this fall. ...- Possible 
starter at cornerback spot 
vacated by the graduation of 
Dustin Fox. ... Placed fifth in the big-school 100- 
meter final at the Ohio State Track and Field 
Championships. 


Lindy’s Football Annuals 165 


Photo by The Sporting News 


Smith Has Plenty 
to Prove — 
Off the Field 


Troy Smith showed in a half-sea- 
son as Ohio State’s starting quarter- 
back that he could change direction 
with uncanny inventiveness. 

But it wasn’t until his year ended 
that Smith’s compass proved even 
tougher to read. 

Just one month after leading OSU 
to a stunning 37-21 upset of No. 7 
Michigan, details surfaced of Smith 
accepting an envelope of cash from a 
booster in the spring of 2004. 

That revelation tarnished the sin- 


gle greatest offensive performance in 
the 101-game history of the Ohio 
State-Michigan series and put Smith in 
a much more unflattering light than 
his 386 total yards (145 rushing, 241 
passing, three combined touchdowns) 
had just weeks before. 

If you're waiting for answers as to 


why Smith would violate rule No. 1 in 3 


the NCAA rule book, don’t hold your 
breath unless you're into suffocation. 


Smith issued a cursory apology to | 


his fans, teammates and family upon J 


rejoining the team following the Alamo | 
Bowl, from which he was suspended as | 


the first of a two-game sanction for 
taking the money. 


But as to why he did what he did, “I | 


don’t want to get into any of that,” 
Smith said. “I just made a poor deci- 
sion.” 

Smith won't be available to OSU for 
its Sept. 3 opener against Miami of 


Ohio, but it’s no stretch to expect him | 


back as the starter for a Sept. 10 night 

game against Texas in Ohio Stadium. 
The offense was markedly better 

after Smith took over in game seven 


last season after Justin Zwick stum- | 


bled to a 3-3 start. Smith directed OSU 
to victories in four of its next five 
games, including a comeback triumph 
at Michigan State and the walkover 
against Michigan. 


Zwick, though, has never been in } 


any sort of off-field trouble, and this is 


Smith’s second such incident, follow- | 


ing a scuffle outside a campus dorm his 
freshman year. 

“IT think dependability is huge,” 
Tressel said. “That’s not an inference 


that I’m saying Troy is not dependable. | 
But I think that’s always on the table | 


to discuss at every position, not just 


quarterback. Who can we count on? 


Who's going to be there for us?” 


Smith knows he did wrong, even if | 
he doesn’t want to discuss the | 


specifics, or whether he'll be back on 
the field as the starter for Texas. 

“T can kind of be biased toward 
myself, but I always say there is some- 
thing bigger than me,” Smith said. 
“Tt’s not all about me.” 


There must be some little-known local 
statute that prohibits Ohio State from 
venturing too far from home in 
September. 

Once again this year, the Buckeyes 
won't be confronted with any road chal- 
lenges prior to the starting Big Ten play. 
OSU's first three games are at home, as is 
its league opener against Iowa on Sept. 24. 

That means Ohio State will have 
played 14 of 16 September games in four 
seasons under Jim Tressel inside Ohio's 
borders, including 13 at Ohio Stadium. 

Sure, a Sept. 10 visit from Texas could 
be dicey, as could the Iowa matchup, 
given the Hawkeyes’ 33-7 beat-down of 
OSU last year at Kinnick Stadium. 

Otherwise, Ohio State should cruise 
until a Nov. 19 trip to Michigan. 

The only possible intervening danger is 
an Oct, 8 night game at Penn State, where 
all-day partying in Happy Valley is sure to 
have the locals well-oiled and extra happy for 


the national telecast from Beaver Stadium. 


— Bruce Hooley 
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Sept.3.  —S- Miami (0H) © 
Sept. 10 Texas 
Sept. 17 San Diego State — 
Sept. 24 Towa 
Oct. 8 at Penn State 
Oct. 15 Michigan State 
Oct. 22 at Indiana — 
Oct. 29 at Minnesota — 
Nov. 5 Illinois 

~ Nov. 12 Northwestern _ 
Nov. 19 at Michigan 
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UNIVERSITY 


| @T A GLANCE 


m 


| 8-5 overall, 7-1 MAC (1st, East) 
|! 


Shane Montgomery — At Miami and 
overall: 1st year 


1 
RETURNING STARTERS 


| 16; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Josh Betts, WR/PR Ryne Robinson, 
| C Todd Londot, LB Terna Nande, 
_ DL Marcus Johnson, WR Martin Nance, 
CB Darrell Hunter 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The RedHawks have four starters back on 
the offensive line, a trio of skilled 

| receivers to go with an experienced 
quarterback...and the same system as 
always despite the coaching change. 
On defense, Miami has at least four 
all-conference caliber players. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


A couple of losses in the secondary raises 
some concerns, while the top two running 
backs are also gone, leaving that position 
thin on experience, 


KEY LOSSES 


SS Matt Pusateri, CB Alphonso Hodge, 
WR Michael Larkin, P Mike Wafzig 


OVERVIEW 


The RedHawks have been in the MAC 
championship game the past two seasons, 
and have the talent to make it three in a 

| row. But a return trip comes the hard way 
since offensive powerhouse Bowling Green 
has moved back to the East Division and 
will challenge the RedHawks. 


LOM THTeadhOowes MCOMs TeahOWHKys MEomMr KedhOWHhsr MZOoOmM=Z= KeIhOWHKS Mm 


Balanced Team Aiming for MAC Title Game ... Again 


OFFENSE 


Don't look for sweeping changes just 
because there is a new man in the corner 
office at Yager Stadium. 

When 


RedHawks after six seasons as head coach 


Terry Hoeppner left the 
to try his luck at Indiana, the Miami brass 
decided to stay the course by hiring Shane 
Montgomery, the team's offensive coordi- 
nator for the past four seasons. 

Montgomery's stock has been on the 
rise since he helped direct Ben 
Roethlisberger and the RedHawks to 
a 13-1 season two years ago. 

Montgomery will stick with the highly 
successful passing attack that has helped 
Miami win 21 games over the past two sea- 
sons, and balance it with one of the league's 
most efficient running games. 

The RedHawks had the No. 22-ranked 
scoring offense in the nation last year, and 
expect quarterback Josh Betts to once 
again lead them to success. 

Betts completed 60.3 percent of his 
passes last season, with 23 touchdowns and 
14 interceptions. Receivers Martin Nance, 
Ryne Robinson and Josh Williams are as 
good a group as you'll find in the MAC. 

Brandon Murphy steps into the starting 


role at tailback. 


DEFENSE 


After the coaching change at the top, the 
trickle-down effect hit the RedHawks’ 
defense pretty hard. Only defensive backs 


coach Tim Cooper remains from last year’s 


staff. Taver Johnson, a former linebackers 
coach at Miami, takes over as coordinator. 

The reshuffled coaching staff has plenty 
to work with, however. Johnson will rely 
on one of the best defensive players in the 
MAC to lead the pressuring defense — 
senior Terna Nande. A strong and power- 
fully built big-hitter, Nande is often the 
first guy to the ball. 

Miami also returns John Busing, a 
three-year starter at linebacker who paced 
the RedHawks in tackles with 93. The 
RedHawks’ defense and its rich lode of tal- 
Darrell 


Hunter, a three-year starter. Hunter likely 


ent also features cornerback 
is the MAC's best cover man, and has NFL 
scouts on alert with his 4.32 time in the 40. 

Marcus Johnson leads an aggressive 
front line from his end position, where he 
collected 7.5 sacks last season and earned 
first-team all-conference honors. Miami's 
defense was one of the most productive in 
the league last year, allowing only 22.9 
points per game and leading the conference 


in sacks with 38. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior return man Ryne Robinson is the 
MAC's career leader in punt return yardage 
and touchdowns, and is close to claiming 
the NCAA records with two full seasons to 
go. The RedHawks will expect Jacob 
Richardson to take over the punting 
chores, with Todd Soderquist settling in as 
the place-kicker. 

— Matt Markey 
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RETURNING STARTERS > 
“18: 8 offense, 9 defense, punter — 


; 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


. 0B Michael Robinson, TB Tony Hunt, 
WR Derrick Williams, DE Tamba Hali, 
LB ca pester CB Alan Zemaitis 


i binson finally settles i in at one position. 
Williams gives the Lions the game-break- 
ing receiver they've sorely lacked, which 
might open room for Hunt and Austin 

; - Scott. Zemaitis ‘might be the best corner-_ 
pack i in the Big Ten. A fine defense fills its 


pe two holes with impact wee 


"POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


If Robinson. struggles as a passer, Williams 
plays like a freshman and Penn State 

~ can’t establish a downfield game, oppo- 
nents will focus on stopping the run. 
Although the defense should be strong, - 

_ it has been vulnerable against the run 


"QB Zack Mills, FB Paul Jefferson, 
FS Andrew Guman, LB Derek Wake - 


Penn State is in n position to aes its first 

_ winning season and make its first bowl 
“trip in three years. But unless the offense 
makes significant improvement, the 
Nittany Lions will finish in the middle of 
the pack in AG Be sae 


_and unable to get a consistent pass rush. — 


Penh sede Poe eons. esoms 


Paterno Not Slowing Down; Lions Speeding Up 


Nobody had to hit Joe Paterno over 
the head with game tapes from the past 
two seasons. 

Paterno, the 78-year-old Penn State 
coach, knew the Nittany Lions were in 
dire need of speed at wide receiver. So he 
and his assistant coaches made it a 
recruiting priority and landed what he 
called probably his fastest class ever ... 
which says a lot when you've been doing 
this for four decades. 

“We have not had a kid catch a six- 
yard hitch, make somebody miss and run 
for a 50-yard gain,” Paterno said in the 
spring. 

The Nittany Lions ranked among the 
worst offenses in the nation in 2003 and 
2004, mainly because of poor play at 
wide receiver. They ranked 90th in pass- 
ing, which had a residual effect. With 
Penn State unable to connect downfield, 
opponents covered the Lions one-on-one 
and crowded the line to stop the run. 

They scored just 17.7 points per game 
on their way to last year’s 4-7 record, their 
fourth losing season in five years. 

“If you don’t have people who can 
make some plays on the outside, if you 
don't have somebody who can get them 
the football and if you don’t pass-protect, 
it doesn’t make any difference how wide 
open you are,” Paterno said. “You are still 
going to be in trouble.” 

Paterno hopes highly touted freshman 


Derrick Williams can make his life easi- 


er. Williams was regarded as one of the 
top high school seniors in the country 
last year and enrolled at Penn State in 
January. He has impressed his older 
teammates with his exceptional speed 
and soft hands. 

Eight starters return on offense for 
Penn State, which scored in single digits 
in five games last season. Paterno has 
turned over the offense to Michael 
Robinson, who has alternated at quarter- 
back, tailback and wide receiver for three 
seasons and gained more than 2,000 
total yards. 

“We obviously have been a little 
handicapped in doing some wide-open 
stuff,” Paterno said. “When we have had 
the people, we've known how to deal 
with them.” 

Penn State has the people on defense. 
The Lions were the only team in the 
country to hold all of their opponents to 
and they still had a 
losing season. They allowed 16, 16, 6 and 


21 points or less ... 


14 points in four Big Ten games, losing 
all of them. 
That underscored the need for Penn 
State to get faster and better on offense. 
“We have got to be optimistic that the 
kids we brought in, and some other kids, 
are going to give us a chance to make 


some big plays,” Paterno said. 


OFFENSE 


Paterno finally has defined Michael 
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Penn SFeQoree 


looks to restore the 
Nittany Lions’ linebacker 


tradition. 
(photo by Randy Litzinger/Icon SMI) 


PAUL POSLUSZNY 


ap 


Photo by Paul Nisely/The Sporting News 
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Robinson's role, installing the senior as 
the starting quarterback after bouncing 
him around quarterback, tailback and 
wide receiver for three years. Robinson, 
who has a powerful arm, has been bril- 
liant at times but also inconsistent, 
arguably because of playing two other 
positions. 

The Nittany Lions finally have a 
game-breaking receiver in freshman 
Derrick Williams, who surprised some by 
choosing Penn State, as opposed to head- 
ing south. Mark Rubin, tall and sure- 
handed, complements Williams. 

Tony Hunt led the team in rushing 
and receptions last season, but he lacks 
breakaway speed. If a slimmed-down 


Austin Scott fully recovers from a broken 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 128.8 ypg rushing (Sth in Big Ten/81st NCAA), 180.8 passing (Sth/80th), $10.7 total offense (11th/104th), 17.7 ppg (11th/108th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Michael Robinson Sr. Versatile athlete finally settles in at one position. Anthony Morelli, So. 
TB Tony Hunt* Jr. Led Lions in rushing (777 yards) and catches (39). Austin Scott, Jr. 
FB BranDon Snow Jr. Bruiser is much-needed added backfield threat. Dan Lawlor, Fr. 


WR Mark Rubin* So. 


Possession receiver with soft hands. 


Terrell Golden, So. 


WR Derrick Williams Fr. 


Prize recruit provides speed ... anda lot of hope. 


Deon Butler, Fr. 


TE Isaac Smolko* Sr. Productive receiver when called upon. Jordan Lyons, Fr. 

LT Levi Brown* Jt. Ex-defensive lineman on verge of stardom. John Shaw, Jr. 

LG Charles Rush* Sr. Dependable two-year starter. Mark Farris, Jr. 

C EZ. Smith* Sr. Discipline issues cloud future entering summer. Lance Antolick, Sr. 

RG Tyler Reed* Sr. See Charles Rush. Robert Price, Jr. 

RT John Wilson* Sr. Won a starting job late last season. Andrew Richardson, Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 128.8 ypg rushing (4th in Big Ten/34th NCAA), 162.3 passing (1st/6th), 291.6 total defense (2nd/10th), 15.3 ppg (1st/Sth) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


DE Tamba Hali* Sr. Very strong against run; had 12 TFLs in 04. 

DT Scott Paxson* Sr. Underrated plugger at 284 pounds. 

DT Jay Alford” Jr. Regained starting job late last season. 

DE Matt Rice* Sr. Lions’ best pass rusher; three sacks last year. 
LB Paul Posluszny* Jr. ~—- Leading tackler (104) last year; emerging star. 
LB. Tim Shaw* Jr. Might be used on offense, too. 

LB Dan Connor So. Lived up to hype in four starts a year ago. 

CB Alan Zemaitis* Sr. Shutdown corner; likely first-team all-league. 
CB Anwar Phillips* Sr. Big improvement last year; broke up 10 passes. 
SS Calvin Lowry* Sr. Had up with eight turnovers — 4 INTs — in ’04. 
FS Chris Harrell Sr. _ Missed last season with a neck injury. 
“Returning starter 


ankle suffered in March workouts, he 
might be able to provide Penn State with 
the explosiveness he showed as a 
Pennsylvania high school star. 

Five starters return on the line, but the 
fall status of center E.Z. Smith is uncer- 
tain. Smith accepted responsibility for his 
part in causing more than $700 worth of 
damage to a residence hall with a bow 
and arrow. The line has been a source of 
concern for the past four seasons. 

BranDon Snow gives Penn State its 
first bona fide running threat at fullback 
in several years. Look for the Lions to use 
an H-back at times, with redshirt fresh- 
man Jordan Lyons and Matt Hahn filling 


that role. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Lavon Chisley, Sr. 
Ed Johnson, Jr. 
Elijah Robinson, So. 
Amani Purcell, So. 
JR. Zwierzynski, Jr. 
Tyrell Sales, Fr. 

Paul Cronin, Sr. 
Brent Wise, So. 
Justin King, Fr. 
Nolan McCready, Jr. 
Donnie Johnson, Jr. 


DEFENSE 
Can the defense possibly play better 


than last season, when it ranked 10th or 
better in the nation in pass defense, total 
defense and points allowed? With nine 
returning starters, the Nittany Lions 
believe they can. 

Led by cornerback Alan Zemaitis, 
the all-senior secondary provides the 
backbone. With Michigan’s Marlin 
Jackson and Wisconsin’s Scott Starks 
off to the NFL, Zemaitis might be the 
top cornerback in the Big Ten this sea- 
son. Few teams threw to his side of the 
field last season. 

Penn State held opponents to just five 


touchdown passes last year and came up 


170 — Lindy's Football Annuals 


2005 


This is going to be a fun year for me. It's obviously a 


Derrick Williams, ATH 


Joe Paterno offered the now-No. 1 overall prospect in the nation 
a scholarship at age 13. Five years later, the 6-0, 189-pound wide 
receiver from Greenbelt, Md., has not forgotten the gesture. Williams 
runs a 4.31-second 40-yard dash and has a vertical leap of 32 inches. 
He will be one of the top offensive weapons in the Big Ten and could 
see immediate playing time because of his explosive speed. 


Justin King, DB 


This 6-0, 183-pound cornerback from Pittsburgh, Pa., is the top-rated 
player at his position and runs a 4.3 in the 40-yard dash. King was 
heavily recruited by Michigan, but stunned many people when he 
| picked the Nittany Lions instead. He is the highlight in a highly regard- 
ed recruiting class in the defensive secondary. He should get a chance 
to earn a starting role early in the season. 


Jerome Hayes, LB 

Hayes is arguably more excited to be a Nittany Lion than any other 
recruit; he took nearly 15 unofficial visits to State College while in high 
school. And coach Joe Paterno is happy to have this four-star recruit 
with 4.5 speed. Hayes plays very physical in the middle of the field 
and could be the latest in a long line of stars at “Linebacker U.” 


TF SIEMCOMNMERS OF HIPFILT 


THT FUIS’ LHNIS FPRECFALATHMs 


big challenge for me 
personally, as well as the whole program. I kind of thrive on those kinds 
of things. ... This is probably the fastest recruiting class we've ever had 


Head coach Joe Paterno on the 2005 recruiting class and the upcoming season | f | f 


Knowledge Timmons, ATH 
Timmons is one of the fastest players 
in the nation, running a sub-4.4 in the 
40-yard dash and winning two 
Pennsylvania state track champi- 
onships in the 100 and 200 meters. 
The 5-10, 175-pound speedster isn’t 
just a track star who plays football; 
he was also recruited at wide receiver. 
But Penn State wants him at corner- 
back, where he has the ability to keep 
up with the best wideouts the Big Ten 
has to offer. 
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Commitiments 
Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 25 BIG 10:4 


COOE (WEEDS 


The Nittany Lions only signed two offensive 
linemen this offseason and, with four sen- 
iors graduating, they'll need to stock up in 
that area for next year. A top-tier running 
back to run behind the big men couldn't hurt, 
either, as juniors Austin Scott and Tony Hunt 
are nearing the end of the line in their college 
careers. On defense, Penn State's top priori- 
ty will be at defensive end, where two play- 
ers are departing after this year. 


GPOVTS SIMAITALS 


Hometown 


BAKER, Chris oT 6-3, 290 oo Windsor, CT Windsor 
Also received offers from Connecticut, Syracuse and Wisconsin. .,. Was chosen first-team all-state as a senior, ... Runs a 4.9-second 
40-yard dash, ... Played basketball until his junior year, when he switched to football and excetied on the defensive line. ... Could also 
play offensive line in college. 


CLARK, Darryl QB 6-2, 195 ooo Kiski Prep, PA Saltsburg 
Originally signed with Penn State in 2003 out of Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuling High School, ... In 2004, he was ranked as (he 24th-best 
dual-threat quarterback in the nation and the No. 38 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com, ... Also received offers from iowa, 
Nebraska, West Virginia and Toledo, ... Runs a 4,7-second 40-yard dash, 


CLAUDE, Francis TE 6-5, 246 ooo Vancouver, Quebec Champlain 
Also received offers from Michigan State, South Carolina, Akron and Toledo, plus interest from Miami (Fla,) and Oklahoma State. .. 
Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash and has a vertical leap of 32 inches. ... Interest in the Canadian prospect increased after he excelled 
at a World Junior Football Clinic during Super Bow! weekend in Houston. 


COAKLEY, Brennan TE 6-5, 235 oo Sandy Hook, CT Newtown 
Also received interest from Boston College, Connecticut, lowa and Rutgers. ... Was not heavily recrulted because he transterred from 
St, Joseph's High in Trumbull, Ct., after his junior year, ... Had 16 catches and three touchdowns as @ senior; also recorded 40 tackles 
and five sacks as a defensive end, ... Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash, 


COUSINS, Kevin wa 6-3, 189 ooo Richmond, VA Huguenot 
Ranked as the No, 22 overall prospect in Virginia by Rivals.com. ... Also received an offer from Méchigan, ... Had 12 catches for 300 
yards and three touchdowns in a run-oriented Wing-T offense as a junior. ... Became Penn State's first verbal commitment of the 
current recruiting class in May 2004 


FENTRESS, Devin DB 5-10, 184 oo Chesapeake, VA Western Branch 
Also received offers trom Richmond and James Madison, plus interest from North Carolina, Virginia and William & Mary. ... Recorded 
56 tackles and two interceptions as a junior. ... Ran a 4.62-second 40-yard dash at the Charlottesville NIKE camp. 


HARRIOTT, Willie 08 5-10, 180 oo°0 New Haven, CT Hyde Leadership 
Ranked as the 46th-best cornerback in the nation by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Connecticut and Syracuse, plus interest 
from Boston College, Florida State, Oxtahoma and Tennessee. ... Was also recruited as a wide receiver. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard 
dash and has a vertical leap of 41 inches. 


HAYES, Jerome LB 6-2, 225 oo00 Bayonne, NJ Bayonne 
Ranked as the 12th-best outside linebackar in the nation and the No. 6 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers trom Florida, Miami (Fis.), Michigan, Michigan State, Nebraska and Rutgers. ... Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash and was also 
recruited as @ running back, 


KELLY, Kevin K 5-9, 175 oo Langhorne, PA Neshaminy 
Ranked as the 15th-best kickar in the nation by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Syracuse and Detaware. ... Made 58 of 58 
extra point attempts and 10 of 17 field goal attempts as a senior, His tong field goal was 43 yards. 


KING, Justin DB 6-0, 183 O6060 Pittsburgh PA Gateway 
Ranked as the top cornerback and the No, 19 overall prospect in the nation, and the No. 1 overall prospect in Pennsytvania, by 
Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Florida, Miami (Fla.), Michigan, Ohio State, Pittsburgh and Southern Cal. ... Was named to the 
U.S. Army All-American Bow team. .,. Runs a 4.3-second 40-yard dash and bench presses 305 pounds, 
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LANDOLT, Dennis oT 6-5, 268 


Hometown School 


oo°0 Delran, NU Holy Cross 


Ranked as the 19th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 9 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Michigan State, Northwestern, Rutgers, Syracuse, Virginia Tech and West Virginia. ... Named the Offensive Line MVP at the 


Elite College Combine in May. 


LEE, Sean LB 6-3, 215 


ooo Pittsburgh, PA Upper St. Clair 


Ranked as the 51st-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No, 19 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. ... Also 
received offers from Duke, Georgia Tech, lowa, Northwestern, Pittsburgh and West Virginia. .., Played free safely and running back in 
high school, rusting for 1,240 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. ... Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash. 


LOWRY, Matthew oT 6-6, 300 


oo°0 Springfield, PA Cardinal O'Hara 


Ranked as the 31st-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 10 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Syracuse and Virginia, plus interest from lowa, Miami (Fla.) and Michigan, ... Dominated the line of scrimmage in front of 


Star tailback Anthony Heygood, 2 2004 Purdue signee. 


McDONALD, James WR 6-2, 176 


ooo Washington D.C. Dunbar 


Ranked as the No. 2 overall prospect in the District ot Columbia by Rivals.com. ... Alsa received offers from Boston College, Kansas 
and Notre Dame. ... Caught almost 50 passes for more than 950 yards as a senior. ... Runs a 4.68-second 40-yard dash, 


SARGEANT, Lydell ATH 5-10, 172 


ooo°0 Lompoc, CA Cabrillo 


Ranked as the 21st-best “athlete” in the nation and the No. 54 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com, ... Also received offers from 
Brigham Young, North Carolina, Oregon, Stanford, Utah and Fresno State. .. Was named California team MVP in the postseason 


CaliFlorida Bowl as a senior, 


SCIRROTTO, Anthony — S 6-1, 185 


oo°0 West Deptford, NJ West Deptford 


Ranked as tha 46th-best safety in the nation and tha No. 30 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also recelved offers from 
Georgia Tech, Minnesota, Stanford, Vanderbilt and Wisconsin. .. Was a first-team all-state selection as a senior. ... Made 25 career 


interceptions, including five In 2004, 


SHULER, Mickey TE 6-4, 218 


oo East Pennboro, PA East Pennboro 


Also received offers from West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, N.C. State, Duke and Connecticut. ... Made 38 receptions for 548 
yards as a senior. ... Father Mickey, Sr., played tight end for Penn State from 1975-77 and made 438 catches in an 11-year NFL career 


with the New York Jets, 


TIMMONS, Knowledge ATH 5-10, 175 


York, PA William Penn 


° 
Ranked as the 53rd-best “athlete” in the nation and the No. 16 overall prospect in Pennsytvania by Rivals.com, ... Also received atfers 
from Boston College, Connecticut, Maryland, Minnesota, N.C. State and South Carolina, ... Won state track championships in the 100 


and 200 meters. 


WILLIAMS, Derrick ATH 6-0, 189 


O@OG060  Greendelt, mo Eleanor Roosevelt 


Ranked as the top “athlete” and No. 1 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No, 1 overall prospect in Maryland, by Rivals.com. ... 
Also received offers fram Florida, Florida State, Oklahoma, Southern Cal, Tennessee and Texas. ... Will be primarily used at wide 


receiver at Penn State... Runs 2 4.31-second 40-yard dash. 
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NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 


.Z. Smith, Penn State’s starting center in 
13 Jay Alford - J Orange, NJ 5 Chris Mauriello c 1 So Landsdale 2004, was suspended from the university and 
66 Lance Antolick 6- Jersey Shore Nolan McCready 0 1 Wyomissing the team for the summer semesters and might 
79 Chris Auletta 6-4 : Massapequa Park, NY Greg Miskinis 5 Lewistown not play this season. 
9 Anthony Morell 6-42 Pittsburgh Smith, a senior, and Mike Sothern, a junior 
ee 9 eta Hoss Hl Eeainess Noblesville, IN reserve, claimed responsibility for a Jan. 29 inci- 
. =n nw we a State College dent in which arrows were shot through the wall 
of a residence hall, causing more than $700 in 
damage. 

Smith was given a list of conditions by Penn 
State coach Joe Paterno. If he meets them and 
continues to make progress toward graduation, 
he will be considered for reinstatement to the 
; ‘Aliquippa team in August. Sothern left the team and 
15 Paul Cianciolo 4 224 Fr__Chatleston, $C 65 Robert Price : Shaker Heights, ox} reportedly was planning to transfer. 

16 Francis Claude 6525 Laval, Quebec Joe Prokopik 2 Pittsburgh In 2003, Smith was twice cited for underage 
au Sn eae = Sir 220 Walling 5 Amani Purcell 6- 6 Leone, Am. Samoa drinking by campus police. 

ghee ae eS ee Se ? Centre Hall If Smith is not reinstated, senior Lance 
Tyler Reed é- 1 __ Jefferson Borough Antolick probably will become the starter. 

Curt Reese 5-1 Bellefonte Austin Scott, who led Penn State in rushing 
Matthew Rice : Baltimore, MD as a freshman in 2003, missed spring practice 
Soar = Rehardson : are after suffering a broken ankle in a March work- 
47 Josh Gaines 3 5 Fort Wayne, IN = = = ; - “ a out and undergoing surgery. : , 

eee 5 Bi fares Eri = _ Scott, who set Pennsylvania high school rush- 
Terrell Golden WR 63 212 So Norfolk, VA : oe ae a, ing records at Parkland, was expected to be 


4 Matt Hahn RB 6.0 219 Dix Hills, NY ready for preseason camp in August. 
Pat Rosenella 5 61 iY Harrisburg 


Tamba Hall : Teaneck, NJ A 6-0, 214-pound junior, he rushed for 312 


John Royse 6 i State College 


44 atrick Hall 6. 5 5 
4 __Patrick Ha Canton, GA ean ance jaan yards and two touchdowns last season as Tony 


22__ Darien Hardy 185 r__ Philadelphia usher oar Ea Hunt's backup at tailback. In 2003, he rushed for 


z a = K Tyrell Sales 2 ae 436 yards and five touchdowns. 
edt : ha Se Tommy Schnell 25 aN Ley ehaan ap Rodney Kinlaw moved up to the second team 
Austin Scott 1B 6 rea ARadien in the spring after Scott's injury. 
Cortland, OH ¢ Anthony Morelli, who was one of the top 
Spring Grove high school quarterbacks in the country two 
oa Paola ; = Pi tecata Spring Grove years ago, probably will begin this season as the 
Ad, | RE Eins = SSE Weel = Tim Shaw : Livonia, ML No. 2 quarterback behind Michael Robinson. 
26 Tony Hunt TR 6 Alexandria, VA ACs : Coraopolis Morelli, who played at Penn Hills in 
94 __Blasé lorio 4 Sharpsville eet e oe Pittsburgh, probably would have become the 
pases 7 AL starter if Robinson had stayed at wide receiver. 
He played in five games last season and com- 
pleted five of 13 passes for 45 yards and one 
interception. 
“I think Morelli is too good to sit on the 
bench all of the football game,” Penn State 
coach Joe Paterno said in the spring. “There are 


No. Name . Wt. Class Hometown 6 Name 6 . Class Hometown 


Josh Brown 6. 75 i State College 6 Rich Ohrnberger 6- ii East Meadow, NY 
Levi Brown 6-' r Norfolk, VA Matt Pavelic 6. 6 3 Mech: 

Dorian Burton 2 State College Mike Pawlikowski 56 Holland 

Deon Butler - i fi Wood 


idige, VA 4 Scott Paxson > Philadelphia 
76 Gerald Cadogan he) Ser Portsmouth, OH Brendan Perretta 


75 Richard Cheek . Jr Philadelphia 


Altoona 


Anwar Phillips i 6- Germantown, MD 
St Waldorf, MD Nick Pinchek Coplay 


Charleston, SC Paul Poslus: 


Brandon Ream 


29 ‘Paul Cronin 62 216 Uniontown, OH 


90 Nick Daise tr Camp Hill 
88 Kevin Darling “3 Sprinafield, VA 
i Tony Davis # Fr Warren, 0H 


8 Greg Harrison 5 Fr Shenandoah 
6 Mike Hart 5 So Westlake Village, CA 
2 Jed Hill F 0 Fr Struthers, OH 


56 Austin Hinton 2 Fr Secaucus, NJ 


6 Donnie Johnson Cincinnati, OH 
Detroit, MI Kevin Suhey > State College 
Joh: 


Wy 


Vic Surma 6 3 Pittsburgh 


Joe Toriello 6 96 Land: 


ay Trent Varva u Lake Orion 
Monroeville : Lake Orion, MI 


Goose Creek, SC Rocky Washington 57 161_F Beaver Falls 


Patrick Weber 1 Arnold 


Honolulu, HI 


Derrick Williams a Greenbelt, MD 3 
John Wilson : 6 3 Ormond Beach, FL going to be spots where we want to play him. 


Fayetteville, NC Brent Wise : Harrisburg I honestly can not see Morelli not playing.” 


Lee Kuzemchak . Clymer 
Dan Lawlor 6. Mechanicsburg 
Cal 


n Lowry 


Mike Lucian Market, MD Alan Zemaitis x Rochester, NY 


Jordan Lyons 6. P r ; 5 LR. Zwierzynski i J Oswego, IL 


(4-7, 2-6) 
Akron 


at Boston College 


Results 


Purdue 
RECEIVING 
lowa 
at Ohio State 


Northwestern 


Individual Stats 


14, Conno n at Indiana 
DEF. LEADERS Interceptions ry 4,P ‘ 


Sacks: Poslu ice } Michigan State 
Tackles for loss: 
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MICHAEL ROBINSON 
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with 16 interceptions. Anwar Phillips 


made a vast improvement in his first sea- 
son as a starter, ranking among the Big 
Ten leaders in passes defended with 10 
breakups and four interceptions. Calvin 
Lowry often was around the football in 
his first season as starter, coming up with 
eight turnovers. Chris Harrell, a starter in 
2002 and ’03, missed last season with a 
neck injury, but he has received medical 
clearance to return at free safety. 

Paul Posluszny, Dan Connor and Tim 


a 


Shaw give the Lions speed and toughness 
at linebacker, which they've lacked since 
LaVar Arrington and Brandon Short left 
after the 1999 season. They hope to 
restore the tradition at Linebacker U. 

The deep front four has one of the 
most underrated linemen in the Big 
Ten in Scott Paxson, who’s a run-plug- 
ger and kick-blocker. Paxson is not very 
big, but is very active and has blocked 
six kicks in his career. Jay Alford, who 
had an impressive spring, goes at the 
other tackle. 

Penn State experimented with a 3-4 
alignment in the spring, hoping to 
improve its pass rush. The Lions ranked 
next-to-last in the Big Ten with 19 sacks 
last year. Three ends — Matt Rice, 
Tamba Hali and Lavon Chisley — might 


be on the field together in the new look. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Nittany Lions went seven of 13 
on field goals last season, ranked last in 
the Big Ten in kickoff returns, ninth in 
punt returns, eighth in kickoff coverage 
and seventh in punt coverage, allowing 
two punt returns for touchdowns. 

Incoming freshman Kevin Kelly will 
compete with redshirt freshman Patrick 
Humes for the kicking duties after 
Robbie Gould had a horrible senior year. 
Jeremy Kapinos returns for his third sea- 
son as punter after averaging 41.8 yards 
per kick, fifth in the Big Ten. 
freshmen Derrick 


Heralded true 


oe en 


Penn State's Winning Trend 1995-2004 


BEST 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


; QB Michael Robinson 

+ Versatile player who set- 
tles in at quarterback for 
his senior year. ... Also has 
played tailback and wide 
receiver. ... Led team with 
485 receiving yards and — 
three touchdown catches 
last year. ... Missed two | 
games with concussion. ... 
His best game as QB came 
in 2003 against Wisconsin 
when he passed for 379 yards and two touch- 
downs in a 30-23 loss. ... Has gained more than 
2,000 total yards in his career. 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Paul Posluszny 

Named to All-Big Ten sec- 
ond-team by coaches and 
media, ... Finished sixth in 
the Big Ten last year with 
9.5 tackles per game. ... 
Tied for team lead with 12 | 
| tackles for loss. ... Made 13 

tackles, including two for 
loss and a sack, against 
Indiana. Made two of the ’ 
four stops on Penn State‘s 
goal-line stand late in the fourth quarter. ... 
Made 15 tackles, including three for loss, and an 
interception in win over Michigan State. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


WR Derrick Williams 
Rivals.com rated him the | 
No. 1 overall high school 
it Bs ow as 3 
| senior in the country in 
} 2004. ... Played at Eleanor j 
i Roosevelt High in | 
| Greenbelt, Md. ... Enrolled | 
k at Penn State in January. ... |, 
| Threw for 800 yards and 13 { 
touchdowns as a senior, ran | 
for 1,049 yards and nine | 
| scores and caught 11 passes 
i for 203 yards and two more scores, ... Also had 
|) more than 800 return yards. 
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ALAN ZEMAITIS 
A 


Numbers Don’t Tell 
the Whole Story 


Alan Zemaitis didn’t make the All- 
Big Ten first team last year. He didn’t 
rank among the conference leaders in 
interceptions or pass breakups. 

But Zemaitis certainly was among 
the most respected cornerbacks in 
the Big Ten because few teams chose 
to throw the football in his direction. 

“I know I didn’t have the stats,” 
he said, “but if you watched games 
or you watched tape, there were 
points that any team in the Big Ten 
could have gone to me and they 
didn't. I know (All-Big Ten corners) 
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Marlin Jackson and Scott Starks, they 
were first-teamers. I can live with that. 
But I’m going to make it this year.” 

Zemaitis has been one of the top 
corners in the Big Ten in the past two 
seasons after nearly getting killed ina 
car accident in January 2003. He suf- 
fered a fractured frontal sinus, concus- 
sion and a long, deep cut to his face 
after his car flipped on an icy highway. 

He was hospitalized for a few days, 
mended for a few months and returned 
to rank among the national leaders in 
passes defended in 2003. With his rep- 
utation established, few teams chal- 
lenged him last season. 

Zemaitis helped Penn State rank 
among the national leaders in pass 
efficiency defense (fourth), points 
allowed (fifth), pass defense (sixth) 
and total defense (10th). 

“About the middle of the season, 
when we turned it up a notch, that’s 
when I thought we could take over 
games,” he said. “We all have a passion 
to get to the ball. We all have great 
character. We call ourselves the best in 
the nation because we feel like we are.” 

Zemaitis briefly considered giving 
up his senior year to enter the NFL 
draft, but he felt all along he would 
return. He knew Penn State returned 
eight other starters on defense. 

He also wanted to play one more 
season with defensive ends Lavon 
Chisley and Matt Rice, his roommates 
and classmates, and one more year 
with fellow defensive backs Anwar 
Phillips, Calvin Lowry and Chris 
Harrell, who missed last season with a 
neck injury. 

“T heard (defensive coordinator) Tom 
Bradley say under his breath that this 
might be the best defense Penn State 
has ever had,” Zemaitis said. “I feel 
that way. I feel like something special 
is about to happen.” 

Maybe he'll even make the All-Big 
Ten first team. 

“I was disappointed last year,” he 
said. “But it’s not like I have a chip on 
my shoulder.” 


Williams and Justin King are expected to 

return kickoffs and punts, giving Penn 
g 

State a much-needed infusion of speed. 


Rodney Kinlaw also might return kicks. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The three non-conference games 
against South Florida, Cincinnati and 
Central Michigan should be little more 
than fund-raisers for the Penn State ath- 
letic department. The Nittany Lions had 
scheduled a game at Alabama as part ofa 
home-and-home series, but the Crimson 
Tide asked to reschedule the two games 
for 2014-15. 

If the Lions start anything but 3-0, 
that could spell trouble. 

Penn State opens its Big Ten season at 
Northwestern before entering the teeth 
of its schedule. The Lions’ next three 
games — against Minnesota, Ohio State 
and Michigan — will go a long way in 
determining how their season goes. The 
Golden Gophers have beaten Penn State 
the past four meetings, and the 
Wolverines have beaten the Lions six 
consecutive times. 


— Rich Scarcella 
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Sept. 3 South Florida 
Sept. 10 Cincinnati 
Sept. 17. ——sCentral Michigan : 
“Sept. 24 _at Northwestern 
“Oct. 1 Minnesota 
Oct.8  ~—dOhio State 
Oct. 15 ~ at Michigan 
Oct. 22 at Illinois 
Oct. 29 Purdue 
Nov. 5 Wisconsin 
Nov.19 _—at Michigan State _ 
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| AT A GLANCE 


| 9-3 overall, 7-1 MAC (T-1st, West) 


t 


( Joe Novak — At Northern Illinois and 
| overall: 47-55, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


7 


14:7 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


. PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| RB Garrett Wolfe, OB Phil Horvath, 
RB A.J. Harris, € Brian Van Acker, 
DE Quince Holman, LB Javan Lee, 
| MLB Jason Hutton 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Huskies have a powerful running 
game. Wolfe has quickness and great 
instincts, while Harris has significant 
| power. The defensive trio of Holman, Lee 
| and Hutton gives Novak solid tackling and 
_ good leadership. 


| 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


| The Huskies have talent coming back, but 
| they are unproven at the most important 
| position on the field — quarterback. With 
| Josh Haldi having played his last game for 
| the Huskies, Horvath has the inside track 
at starting. He got some experience last 
year, but must demonstrate consistency. 


| QB Josh Haldi, WR Dan Sheldon, 
| ILB Brian Atkinson, 0G Jake Verstraete, 
| FS Lionel Hickenbottom 


| Novak has built a reputation as one of 

| the best teachers in the Mid-American 

| Conference. If he can work his magic with 
| Horvath, Northern Illinois should contend 
for the MAC title once again. 
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Wolfe and Harris Should Double the Backfield Fun 


OFFENSE 


After winning nine games and record- 
ing a bowl victory for the first time in 21 


years, Northern Illinois is itching to get 


going again even if its Sept. 3 opener 
is a road game against Michigan. 

Head coach Joe Novak believes he has 
the weapons and knows his running 
game is first-rate. Garrett Wolfe and A.J. 


Harris return after combining for 2,478 


yards and 22 touchdowns. This is one of 


the best two-back attacks in the nation. 
In order for Wolfe to get loose in the sec- 
ondary or for Harris to run over tacklers, the 


Huskies need consistent quarterback play. 


Josh Haldi’s likely replacement is Phil 


Horvath, who saw quite a bit of action, com- 
pleting 72 of 123 passes for 954 yards, with 
six touchdowns and seven interceptions. 

If he can hold off Zach Ulrich, Britt 
Davis and Dan Nicholson, the Huskies 
have a chance for a balanced — and dan- 
gerous — offense. 

Wide receiver Dan Sheldon has moved 
on, but speedy Sam Hurd and Shatone 
Powers remain and will be the top receiv- 
ing targets. Both will have to show big- 
time improvement since Hurd caught 27 
passes for 298 yards and three TDs while 
Powers brought in 19 passes for 248 yards 
and four scores. 

The offensive line should be solid. 
Center Brian Van Acker could get All- 
America consideration while left tackle 


Doug Free is the best athlete on the 


offensive line and was a second-team All- 


MAC performer a year ago. 


DEFENSE 


Linebacker Javan Lee is going to be the 
anchor of a defense that lost five starters. 
Lee can go sideline-to-sideline and make 
plays because of his fine speed. He was 
credited with 16 tackles for loss — the 
most by any Husky player since 1993. 

Middle linebacker Jason Hutton lines 
up next to Lee and moves into the starting 
lineup. He has only two previous starts 
and needs to build on his 58 career tackles. 

The key to the defense may be versatile 
defensive lineman Quince Holman. He 
can line up at either tackle or end and cre- 
ate matchup problems at either position. 
Holman had 34 tackles last year and also 
registered a notable 38 pressures/hurries. 

There will be quite a lot of pressure on 
identical twin corners Adriel and Alvah 
Hansbro. Adriel is solid and experienced 
with 14 starts, but Alvah has just one 


start and will need to prove himself. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Chris Nendick returns 
following a standout freshman season in 
which he made 16 of 21 field-goal 
attempts and scored 99 points. Novak 
indicated that Nendick might have 
greater leg strength than former NIU All- 


American Steve Azar. 


— Steve Silverman 
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For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit wiww.purdue.rivals.com 


AT A GLANCE 


7-5 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (T-5th) — 


overall: 101-67-1, 14 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


PLAYERS TQ WATCH 


| QB Brandon Kirsch, WR Kyle Ingraham, 
WR Dorien Bryant, DE Ray Edwards, 
DE Rob Ninkovich, SS Bernard Pollard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Though still primarily young, the 
Boilermakers have plenty of experience 
from a 2004 team that lost five games by 
a total of 14 points. The talent and depth 
at defensive end, and the speed at line- _ 
backer, rate with the Big Ten’s best. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The play at comerback needs to improve, 
and the defense has to create more | 

turnovers. Kirsch has had problems secur- 
ing the ball, and he needs to show he can 
run the offense well. Es 


QB Kyle Orton, WR Taylor Stubblefield, 
0G Tyler Moore, OT David Owen, 
CB Antwaun Rogers 


If Kirsch has a big year, Purdue could have 
a special season. Adding the option to the 
offense to take advantage of Kirsch’s 
speed, could cause defenses fits — 

or backfire. The defense should keep 
Purdue in every game, and the schedule 
— with no Michigan or Ohio State — 

is ideal for a team hoping to have a big 
season. 
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Joe Tiller — At Purdue: 62-37, 8 years; 


20; 7 offense, 11 defense, kicker, punter — 


Option an Option for Boilermaker Attack 


Joe Tiller has been a college head coach 
for 14 years, six at Wyoming and eight at 
Purdue. 

His overall record is 101-67-1. A large 
part of that success can be attributed to 
his spread offense, with four and five 
wide receivers most of the time. Tiller’s 
fast-breaking, passing offense has been so 
potent that it has earned the nickname 
“basketball on grass.” 

But there are changes on the horizon 
for Tiller’s ninth Purdue team. 

Partly because he thought his offense 
had become a little stale and even pre- 
dictable, and partly because junior quar- 
terback Brandon Kirsch, taking over for 
Kyle Orton, is a multi-dimensional talent 
who can hurt you as much with his feet as 
with his arm, basketball on grass will have 
a new wrinkle in 2005. 

The option. 

“We're going to run it, but it certainly 
isn’t going to be our staple,” Tiller said. 
“We're trying to figure it out. We'll see 
how good we are, and then we'll decide.” 

Working on the running game — with 
the option — was a major emphasis dur- 
ing the spring and will continue to be 
a priority in training camp. And new ele- 
ments fit Kirsch perfectly. 

“Well run 


options,” said Kirsch, a junior who has 


more bootlegs and 
started six games as a result of injuries to 
Orton. “I’m a little bit more mobile than 


Kyle. He was more of a pocket passer. 


“I think we'll have the same basic 
offense, with just a few more running 
wrinkles.” 

Kirsch’s performance this season could 
be the key to the Boilermakers’ success. 
If he can pick up where Orton left off, 
Purdue will be tough to beat. 

All 11 starters return from a defense 
that held opponents to 17 points a game 
last season. Seven starters are back on 
offense — with a strong stable of running 
and 


kicker Ben Jones and punter David 


backs to operate in that option 


Brytus are back, too. 

Throw in the fact that Michigan and 
Ohio State do not appear on the sched- 
ule, and that Iowa will have to visit Ross- 
Ade Stadium, and it’s easy to see why just 
playing in their ninth consecutive bowl 
game under Tiller should not be enough 
for this team. 

The 2005 Boilermakers should have 
their sights set squarely on a New Year's 


Day Bowl ... minimum. 


OFFENSE 


Tiller and his offensive coaches 
talked during the spring about “tweak- 
ing” the attack. Based on spring prac- 
tices, there was more than just some 
tweaking going on. 


With 


Kirsch taking over at quarterback, and 


the quick-footed Brandon 


with redshirt freshman Kory Sheets — 


a speedster who gives the offense a big- 
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play threat — joining senior running 
backs Jerod Void and Brandon Jones in 
the backfield, the Boilermakers could be 
more ground-oriented in 2005. 

During the offseason, offensive coach- 
es studied film of other spread offenses 
that have utilized the run more than 
Purdue — programs such as Utah, 
Michigan State and Memphis. 

“Trying to create some big plays in the 
run game is going to be an objective for 
us, so we're going to be using more 
motion and some option,” offensive 
coordinator Jim Chaney said. 

“Youll probably see more quarter- 
back draws than we've used in quite 
awhile. You'll see Brandon on the 


perimeter a lot more.” 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 125.3 ypg rushing (10th in Big Ten), $21.2 passing (1st/4th NCAA) 446.5 total offense (2nd/18th), 31.8 pny (1st/20th) 


STRATER 
QB — Brandon Kirsch Jr. 
RB Jerod Void* Sr. 


WR Kyle Ingraham* Jr. 
WR  Dorien Bryant $0. 
WR Ray Williams* Sr. 
TE Charles Davis* Sr. 
LT Mike Otto" Jr. 


COMMENT 

Just as much a threat to run as pass. 
Team's leading rusher past two years. 
Very athletic for being 6-9. 

Speedster caught 38 passes last year. 
Has been a disappointment so far. 
Evolved into a solid all-purpose TE. 


Needs to bounce back from an off-year. 


BACKUP/KEY 0 Tt 
Curtis Painter, Fr. 
Brandon Jones, Sr. 
Brian Hare, Sr. 
Andre Chattams, Jr. 
Kevin Noel, Sr. 
Dustin Keller, So. 
Dan Zaleski, Fr. 


LG  Uche Nwaneri* Jr. 


Started all 12 games last season. 


Nick Fincher, So. 


C ‘Matt Turner* Sr. 


Very solid anchor in the middle. 


Zach Smith, Fr. 


RG Jordan Grimes So. 


Became first true frosh OL to play for Tiller. 


Neal Tull, So. 


RT — Sean Sester Fr. 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


Youngster who shows great promise. 


Robbie Powell, So. 


2004 stats: 106.3 ypg rushing (2nd in Big Ten/14th in NCAA), 239.9 passing (8th), 345.2 total defense (Gth), 17.2 ppy(Srd/15th) 


POS STARTER YR 
DE Anthony Spencer” Jr. 
DT Brandon Villarreal* Sr. 


DT Brent Grover* Sr. 
DE Ray Edwards* Jr. 
LB Stanford Keglar* So. 
LB George Hall* Jr. 
LB Cliff Avril So. 
CB Paul Long* So. 


CB Brian Hickman* Sr. 
SS Bernard Pollard” Jr. 
FS ‘Torri Williams So. 


COMMENT 


Good player who needs to get better. 


A very pleasant surprise last year. 
Solid player, four-year starter. 


Ready to become a star; eight sacks in '04. 


Great potential, still learning game. 


One of hardest hitters on the team. 


Potentially, best of the linebackers. 
Stepped up big last season, 
Recovering from foot surgery. 
Definitely the team’s fiercest hitter. 
Recovering from broken fibula. 


BRCKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Eugene Bright, So. 
Dan McGowen, Jr. 
Ryan Baker, Fr. 

Rob Ninkovich, Sr. 

Al Royal, Jr. 

Dan Bick, So. 

Bobby Iwuchukwu, Sr.” 
Fabian Martin, Fr. 
Zach Logan, Fr. 

Lance Melvin, Fr. 

Kyle Smith, Sr.* 


“Returning starter 


Even with the departure of Orton and 
wide receiver Taylor Stubblefield (the 
NCAA's all-time leading pass-catcher), 
the passing game wont be ignored, not 
with what Tiller calls perhaps his deepest 
corps of wideouts. 

Other than learning how to make the 
option attack work, the biggest challenge 
on offense is replacing two starters on an 
offensive line that was (at best) average 
last season. 

Kirsch, Orton’s understudy for the past 
three seasons, can't wait to get started. 

“Tm excited as hell,” he said. “It’s been 


a long process. I’m ready.” 


DEFENSE 


With 11 returning starters on defense, 


one might assume all that’s needed for 
2005 is some fine-tuning. 

One would assume wrong. 

Defensive coordinator Brock Spack 
is concerned about his unit developing 
depth, becoming better at forcing 
turnovers (it had only 15 last year) 
and, most important, developing an 
attitude. 

“These players have to understand 
how this program’s been built, espe- 
cially on our side of the ball,” Spack 
said. “We've hung our hat on execut- 
ing, on technique, on mental and 
physical toughness ... which is basical- 
ly attitude. 

“As a group, they have to buy into 


that.” 
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4 4 It will be more difficult for these guys (incoming recruits) to find their way to the field this LLASS BREAIKOGM] 


year than it was for some of our guys last year. However, I think talent-wise, that this class 
matches the one that we had last year. In some positions, it even exceeds what we brought 


on board last year. 
Purdue head coach Joe Tiller on the 2005 recruiting class 


Selwyn Lymon, WR 

| | The Boilermakers have been salivating for Lymon’s arrival on campus 
since his junior year. With only one starter returning, senior Kyle 
Ingraham, at wideout, Lymon could be thrust into a full-time position 
immediately. The 6-4, 190-pounder with 4.4 speed is valuable as a 
deep threat and as a possession receiver. 


Kyle Williams, LB 

With a young linebacker corps heading into this season, Purdue 
hopes that this Bolingbrook, !II.-product will play his way into a start- 
ing role early. Williams was recruited by every Big Ten schoo! and 
recent national champions Miami (Fla.), Oklahoma and Southern 
California. He slipped to Purdue because an early academic disquali- 
fication cancelled his signing with lowa last February. 


J.B. Paxon, DE 


An outstanding baseball catcher who could have been taken in the 
amateur draft this June, Paxon shined even more on the gridiron, 
} where he was named the Gatorade Player of the Year in Indiana. 
Ranked as the ninth-best strongside defensive end in the nation, 
Paxon could move to tackle at Purdue. 
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Brandon King, ATH National Rank: 29 BIG 10:5 


This Georgia product excelled at 
several different positions in high ©OOE (IEEDS 
school, gaining 1,450 all-purpose A running back is always a key component 
yards as a quarterback/running back to success in the Big Ten and the 
and making two interceptions as Boilermakers find themselves with two 
a cornerback. King recorded a 4.31- graduating seniors at that position and no 
second time in the 40-yard dash major recruits on board for 2006. Purdue is 
during track season and could play also young on the defensive line and could 
a major role in the defensive sec- use some more depth there, as well as at the 
ondary for the Boilermakers. secondary positions. A quarterback to 
replace Brandon Kirsch should also be one 
of their top priorities. 
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Hometown School 


BENSON, Derek ATH 6-1, 200 oo Princeton, NJ The Hun School 
Played primarily wide receiver in high school, but has experience on defense and special teams. ... Also received an offer from South 
Carolina, plus interest from Florida and Illinois. ... Runs 2 4.4-second 40-yard dash and has a bench press max of 315 pounds. 


BROWN, Keyon 3 6-3, 225 ooo Harvey Ik Thornton Township 
Ranked as the 318t-best weakside defensive end in the nation and the No, 23 overall prospect in Illinois by Rrvals.com. ... Also 
received offers from Illinois, Michigan State, Minnesota, Northwestem and Wisconsin, ... Played linebacker for three years before 
Switching to defensive end as a senior, when he earned all-conference honors and made 15 sacks, 


ELLIOTT, Joey OB 6-2, 190 ooo Evansville, IN Harrison 
Ranked as the 18th-best pro-style quarterback in the nation and the No. 5 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Indiana and Washington State, plus interest from Michigan State, North Carolina State and Wake Forest. ... Completed 

233 of 411 passes for 2,899 yards and 33 touchdowns as a senior. ... Had 7,797 yards and 80 touchdowns during his career. 


GRAHAM, Christian $ 6-2, 200 ooo Indianapolis, IN Warren Central 
Runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash. ... Did not receive much interest from other schools due to an early verbal commitment to the 
Boilermakers and academic ineligibility. He is now eligible. ... Will join former high school teammate Desmond Tardy at Purdue, 


HALLIBURTON, Frank DE 6-3, 240 oo Indianapolis, IN Bishop Chatard 
Ranked as the No. 10 overall prospect in indiana by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Indiana and Northern Illinois, plus interest 
from Boston College and Louisville. ... Played mostly at linebacker and fullback as a senior. ... Will join teammate Dray Mason and ex- 
teammate Ryan Baker at Purdue. 


HEDSTROM. Eric oT 6-6, 265 ooo Arlington Heights, IL Prospect 
Ranked as tha 14th-best offensive guard in the nation and the No. 8 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Arkansas. Michigan State, Minnesota, Nebraska, Northwestem and Navy, ... Eamed all-area honors as a junior and senior. 


HUBER, Alec TE 6-4, 225 oo McDonough, GA Eagle's Landing Christ. 
Also received offers from Illinois, Northwestern, Ouke and Arkansas. ... Made an early commitment to Northwestern, but changed to 
Purdue in January. ... Caught 27 passes for 570 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior, ... Made 121 tackles on defense. 


JONES, Todshon oB 6-2, 165 oo Winsiow Township, NJWinslow Township 
‘Also receved offers from lowa, Minnesota, North Carolina and Wisconsin, ... Made 48 tackles and nine interceptions as a senior. .. Saw 
time af wide recetver and quarterback, where he caught four touchdown passes and threw two more. ... Runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash, 


KACINKO, Jason oT 6-6, 300 oooo Harrison City, PA Penn-Trafford 
Ranked as the 14th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 7 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers fram Maryland, Michigan State, North Carolina, Pittsburgh and Wisconsin. ... Benches 325 pounds and squats 525. 


KING, Brandon ATH §-10.171 ooo Warner Robins, GA Houston County 
Ranked as the 69th best “athlete” In the nation and the No. 40 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Clemson and Central Florida, plus interest from Georgia Tech. ... Ran for 810 yards and 10 touchdowns and passed for 640 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a senior. ... Had 18 tackles and tvro interceptions on defense. 


LYMON, Selwyn wR 6-4, 190 eooo°0o Fort Wayne, IN Harding 
Ranked as the seventh-best wide receiver and No. 72 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 1 overall prospect in Indiana, by 
Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Michigan, Ohio State, Penn State, Wisconsin and Indiana. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash. 


HL, WL Hometown School 


MAGEE, Alex oT 6-5, 270 ooo Oswego, IL Oswego 
Ranked as the 32nd-best defensive tackle in the nation and the No. 14 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com, ... Also received offers 
from Indiana, lowe, Louisville, Michigan State, Pittsburgh and Wisconsin. ... Helped Oswego win a state championship 25 a junior, 
totaling 11 sacks as the second-leading tackler on the team. 


MASON. Dray 0B 5-10, 175 ooo Indianapolis, IN Bishop Chatard 
Ranked as the 56th-best cornerback in the nation and the No. 8 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. .. Also received an offer 
from Northem Iinois, plus interest from Indiana... Helped Bishop Chatard win three state championships in four yezts. .- Sat out five 
games with a high anide sprain as a senior. 


NEAL, Michael DE 6-4, 240 ooo Merrillville, IN Merrillville 
Ranked as the 29th-best strongside defensive end in the nation and the No. 6 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. ... Also 
received an offer from Washington State, plus interest from Michigan, ... Made 52 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. 


for more than 1,000 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


PAXSON, J.8. DE 6-3, 260 6oo0 Greenwood, IN Center Grove 
Ranked as the ninth-best strongside defensive end in the nation and the No. 2 overall prospect in indiana by Rivals.com. ... Was 
named Gatorade Player of the Year in Indiana. ... Also received offers from Tennessee, Florida and Arizona. .... Played in the U.S, Army 
All-American Bowl as 2 senior. 


RAMIREZ, David 0B 6-2, 200 ooo Red Oak, TX Grace Preparatory 
‘Was ranked as one of the nation’s 25 best dual-threat quarterbacks last year, but is “grayshirting” at Purdue due to an injured 
back, ... Also received offers from Arizona, Arizona State, Duke, Rice and Utah, 


RECKMAN, Zach oT 6-6, 245 oo Cincinnati, OH Indian Hill 
Also received an offer from Cincinnati. ... Made 80 tackles and seven sacks as a defensive tackle, eaming al-conterence and all-district 
honors as a senior, ... Was named Cincinnati Hills League’s runner-up for Defensive Piayer of the Year. 


WERNER, Jason iB 6-4, 200 ooo Indianapolis, IN Roncalli 
Ranked as the 43rd-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No. 3 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. .. Also received 
offers trom Indiana, Duke and Miami (Ohio). ... Was named Indiana's Mr. Football as 2 senior. ... Helped Roncalli win three straight 
Class 4A state championships. 


WILLIAMS, Kyle LB 6-2, 219 O9O0060 _ Bolingbrook, iL Bolingbrook 
Also received offers from lowa, Miami (Fla,), Ohio State and Oregon. ... Originally signed with lowa last February, but was declared 
academically ineligible by the NCAA Clearinghouse. Joined Purdue after retaking the ACT in September. ... Also was a highly rated 
wrestling recruit. ... Runs 2 4.57 in the 40-yard dash and benches 350 pounds. 


ZWILLING, Jared dE 6-4, 255 ooo Evansville, IN Central 
Ranked as the 39th-best strongside defensive end in the nation and the No, 7 overall prospect in tndiana by Rivals.com, ,.. Received 
offers from Indiana, Northwestern, Notre Damie and Wisconsin. ... Also played finebacker in high school, but was only recrulted at 
defensive end. 
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85 


3 


3 


Hakeem Abdullah 
Cliff Avril 
Ryan Baker 
Jeff Bennett 
Cory Benton 
Dan Bick 
Sean Bird 

e Bright 
Dorien Bryant 
Dave Brytus 
Garret Bushong 
Nick Cavallo 


Aaron Charles 


20 


83 


7 


88 


19 


47 


2 


66 


58 


79 


30 


80 


42 


Andre Chattams 
Jake Cunningham 
Charles Davis 
Marlon Day 

Paul Dubler 


Mike Durrett 


Christian Graham 
Jordan Grimes 
Brent Grover 
Jermaine Guynn 
George Hall 
Brian Hare 


Anthony Hey 


Kyle Ingraham 

Bobby Iwuchukwu 

Hugh Johnson Fr 
Ben Jones § 6-1 213 St 
Brandon Jones 5-11 236 = Sr 
Jamaal Jones 


Stanford Keglar 


RECEIVING 


DEF. LEADERS 


Indianapolis 
Evansville 
Indianapolis 
Louisville, KY 
Fort Wayne 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
oro, NJ 
McDonald, PA 
Tonia, MI 
Plainville, CT 
Indianapolis 
Dayton, OH 
Pontiac, IL 
Fraser, MI 
Mandeville, Jamaica 
Gurnee, IL 
Indianapolis 
Cincinnati, OH 
Altamonte Sprgs, FL 
Clinton Twnsp, MI 
Indianapolis 
Plainfield 
Fort Thomas, KY 
Indianapolis 
Groton, CT 
Arlington His., IL 
Chester, PA 


Houston, TX 


San Antonio, TX 
Arlington, TX 
Detroit, MI 
Zionsville 
Peru 
Englewood, NJ 
Indianapolis 
Lafayette 
Lebanon, PA 
Frankfort 
Abilene, TX 
Indianapolis 


Trotwood, OH 


Paul Long 


Fabian 


Chris Mattson 
Dan McGowen 
Lance Melvin 
Garret Miller 
Rob Ninkovich 


Ryan Noblet 


Kevin Noel 

Uche Nwaneri 
Mike Otto 

Curtis Painter 
Jonathan Patton 
Sean Petty 
Bernard Pollard 
Robbie Powell 


Rafael Price 


Dayton, OH 


Chicago, IL 


Nick Raben 
David Ramirez 
Al Royal 

Sean Sester 
Kory Sheets 
Kyle Smith 
Zach Smith 
Anthony Spencer 
Jake Standeford 
Desmond Tardy 
Neai Tull 

Matt Turner 


Luis Vasquez 


Br ilarreal 


Jerod Void 

Garth Walker 
Grant Walker 
Jerry Wasikowski 


Casey Welch 


Dan Zaleski 


Belle Glades, FL 
KY 


Manchester, CT 


West Babyion, NY 


Terrace Park, OH 


Fort Wayne 


Scotch Plains, N) 
Cedar Park, TX 


Richmond 


Results 


he newest member of the Purdue staff is 

defensive ends coach Tony Samuel, who spent 
the past eight seasons as a head coach. 

Samuel, a former Nebraska player and assistant 
who had an up-and-down run as a head coach at 
New Mexico State, was hired to replace assistant 
head coach Gary Emanuel, who was a member of 
Tillers original staff with the Boilermakers. 
Emanuel left to become the defensive line coach 
for the San Francisco 49ers. 

With Emanuel’s departure, Tiller promoted 
Mark Hagen to assistant head coach. Hagen, 
a member of the staff since 2000, coaches the 
defensive tackles and is special teams coordina- 
tor. 

Offensive coordinator Jim Chaney and defen- 
sive coordinator Brock Spack now are the only 
assistants who have been on Tiller’s staff since he 
arrived at Purdue for the 1997 season. 

¢ Purdue’s season opener against visiting 
Akron will be Tillers 100th game with the 
Boilermakers. 

© Tiller ranks second in school history in the 
number of games coached. Jack Mollenkopf 
coached 132 games from 1956 to 1969. 

Tiller also trails only Mollenkopf in number of 
victories at Purdue, both overall and in Big Ten 
play. Mollenkopf won 84 games, including 57 in 
conference action. Tiller’s Purdue record is 62-37 
overall and 40-24 in Big Ten games. 

® Tiller’s teams have qualified for eight of 
Purdue’s 13 bowl games. When Tiller arrived at 
Purdue, the Boilermakers hadn’t had a winning 
season in 12 years. 

But Purdue is 8 for 8 under Tiller, having 
played in the Rose Bowl, the Capital One Bowl, 
the Outback Bowl, the Sun Bowl three times and 
the Alamo Bowl twice. 

The Boilermakers under Tiller have a 3-5 record 
in bowl action. Four of the five losses were by 
seven points or less. 

* While most major college teams will open 
their seasons on Sept. 3, Purdue will have to wait 
until Sept. 10 before beginning its campaign at 
home against Akron. 

It will be the second year in a row that the 
Boilermakers will open their season with a bye 
and then play 11 weeks in a row. 


(7-5, 4-4) 
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KYLE INGRAHAN 


What was bothersome about last year’s 


young defense was that in four of 


Purdue's five losses it gave up the winning 
field goal or touchdown in the final three 
minutes of play. 

Spack blamed that mostly on inex- 
perience and lack of depth. Junior 
strong safety Bernard Pollard was more 
direct. 

“All of us didn’t take conditioning seri- 
ously,” Pollard said. “Yes, we were young, 
but I'm not going to use that. All I’m 


going to say is that it was conditioning. 
But I think our future is bright. We have 
a lot of people coming back on defense. 
We're going to be really good.” 

The Boilermakers basically have three 
starters at defensive end, with Ray 
Edwards, Anthony Spencer and Rob 
Ninkovich 
the top seven in sacks among Big Ten 
defenders 


Ninkovich each had eight, while Spencer 


all of whom ranked among 


last season. Edwards and 
came up with 7.5 ... as well as three 
forced fumbles. 

Once again, Purdue's defense will rely 
on speed and quickness, with the key 


being improved play at the corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The top priority here is for Ben Jones 
to regain the form he displayed in 2003, 
when he was a semifinalist for the Lou 
Groza Award after setting school records 
with 25 field goals in 30 attempts, an 
.833 percentage. 

Nursing a groin injury, his numbers 
fell off last season when he made only 10 
of 18 attempts. 

“T suspect the real Ben Jones is the one 
we saw in 2003, compared to the one we 
saw last season,” Tiller said. 

David Brytus took over the punting 
duties last year as a true freshman and 
averaged a respectable 40.0 yards, but he 
needs to be more consistent. 

Jerod Void is back to return kickoffs. 


Speedy wideout Dorien Bryant will likely 


Purdue's Winning Trend 1995-2004 


| ~BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


SS Bernard Pottard 

He made an immediate 
impact as a freshman in | 
2003 when he started the 
last 12 games of the season. 
... Last year, he was voted 
second-team All-Big Ten as 
}a sophomore, ... Needs to 
become a better pass 
defender, but he’s a fierce |\. 
hitter and is great at stop- 7 
ping the run. ... Led Purdue 
_ with 96 tackles last season. ... Saved his best for 
last when he had 14 tackles, two pass breakups | 
and a blocked punt against Arizona State in the 
Sun Bowl. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Dorien Bryant 

Showed great potential | 
last season as a true fresh- ) 
man, when he played in all 
12 games. ... Was Purdue's | 
third-leading receiver with 
38 catches for 584 yards | 
and three touchdowns. .. 
Showed in one season that 
he could become the | 
Boilermakers’ primary ” 
receiver in an offense that 
regularly produces at least one wideout with 80 
to 100 receptions in a season. <.. Originally 
signed with Boston College in February of 2003 
but then spent a year in prep school. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB| Kory Sheets. i 
He was redshirted as | 
a freshman last season, but | 
his speed and quickness in } 
practice — and particularly 
his long runs — had the © 
coaches drooling. ... He's | 
potentially the big-play © 
runner Purdue has lacked in 
Joe Tiller’s spread offense. \ 
. As a senior in high ™* 
school, he was named the 
Connecticut Player of the Year after rushing for 
2,588 yards and 41 touchdowns, including five 
games of 250 or more yards, 
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= FRAY WILLIAMS 


Williams Completes 
Big Play in 
Offseason 


Ray Williams has doubled as a wide 
receiver in football and as a sprinter 
on the track team at Purdue. 

His biggest athletic moment was 
probably an impressive, diving, over- 
the-shoulder 36-yard catch that set 
up a game-winning field goal at 
Wisconsin in 2003. 


“It felt really good,” said the 21- 
year-old Williams. “I had butterflies in 
my stomach. I was wishing my mom 
could have been here from Jamaica.” 

Because of green card regulations, 
Williams hasn’t seen his mother in 
four years. 

Ever since his father became a U.S. 
citizen four or five years ago, Williams 
has been eager to follow suit. 

He was thrilled that his father wit- 
nessed him taking the oath that cul- 
minated the long process of becoming 
an American citizen. 

First there was the application, then 
the long wait for confirmation. Then 
there’s an interview and a test. Finally, 
a judge administers the oath. 

“Man, it’s a tough process,” 
Williams said. “I took everything for 
granted until I went through the 
process. Now, I look at it, like, man, 
I’m fortunate to be where I am, and to 
be a U.S. citizen.” 

Williams, his father and a sister 
moved from Jamaica to New Jersey 
when he was 15. He quickly became 
a three-sport star in Scotch Plains, 
N.J., and then signed with Purdue. 

His career as a Boilermaker hasn't 
been quite what he had hoped for on 
the field. He has caught 37 passes for 
491 yards and four touchdowns in his 
first three seasons. He had a career- 
high six receptions for 45 yards 
against Penn State in 2003, with 
a career-long 58-yard catch against 
Ohio State in 2002. 

Because he became a U.S. citizen 
after the November elections, Williams 
has yet to vote, but he smiles and his 
eyes light up at the mere thought of 
casting a ballot for the first time. 

“That’s the number one thing I’m 
happy about,” Williams said. “I can 
show what I think. What a great 
country.” 

Especially since his father was able 
to witness the ceremony. 


double as a kick and punt returner. 
back Bernard Pollard 


blocked four kicks last season. 


Defensive 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It couldn’t have been drawn up much 
better. 

Any time your Big Ten slate doesn’t 
include traditional powers Michigan or 
Ohio State, that’s obviously a huge 
advantage. Getting Iowa, plus Notre 
Dame, at home in Ross-Ade Stadium is 
another big plus. 

There are a few stumbling blocks, to 
be sure, with road games at Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Penn State. Purdue must 
travel to play the Badgers and the Nittany 
Lions on consecutive Saturdays in late 
October. 

The Golden Gophers and Michigan 
State are new to the schedule after a two- 
year absence. 

But without the Wolverines and the 
Buckeyes — and with only four bowl 
teams from last season — the 2005 
schedule is practically made to order. 

— Tom Kubat 


Pe gl CS | Sh an Us | 


‘Sept. 17 at Arizona 


| Sept. 24 at Minnesota 


Oct. 1 Notre Dame 
(ECan fe ee ee ee 
Oct. 8 Towa 


Oct. 15 Northwestern 
Oct. 22 at Wisconsin 


GRU EL CL antea 


But the highlight of his life since “My dad, it made his day,” Williams Oct. 29 © at Penn State 
he became a Boilermaker occurredon said. “I could see it in his eyes. = E 
: 0 SPEDE : — = Yar? >, 
Feb. 5 of this year. That's when the We both got teary-eyed.” ‘Nov. 5 _ Michigan State 
native of Jamaica became a United Now, he can’t wait to get a U.S. pass- —oeoe— SOO 
States citizen during ceremonies in port, so he can visit his mother in Nov. 12 1) Illinois 
Newark, N.J. Jamaica. Pa aR 
Nov.19 saat Indiana 
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4-7 overall, 2-6 MAC (T-5th, East) 


Frank Solich — At Ohio: 1st year; overall: 
58-19, 6 years 


RETURNING STRRTERS 


| 16; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


“PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| LB Matt Muncy, RB Kalvin McRae, 
WR Scott Mayle, CB Dion Byrum, 
QB Austen Everson. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Bobcats have most of their defense 
returning, and that unit should be good 
enough to keep most MAC games clase. 
The experience and accomplishments of 
Solich, and his solid Nebraska pedigree, 
have to be worth something in the 
intangibles department. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Solich is trying to revamp an aging offen- 
sive approach, and that won't happen 
overnight. The Bobcats might struggle to 
score points before they reach a comfort 
zone offensively. 


QB Ryan Hawk, € Ralph Bracamonte, 
OT Dennis Thompson, FS Chip Cox, 
SS Rob Stover 


Solich, who took Nebraska to six consecu- 
tive bowl games, knows how to coach, but 
there will be growing pains before he can 
put his stamp on the program. The 
Bobcats have not won a lot of games since 
the 2000 season, and not even a respected 
coach with Nebraska on his resume’ will be 
able to change that trend overnight. 


Oey OhLO SOoObScoaer OnzO SbObeCOeEr ORnzZoO 


When in Athens: Solich Gets with MAC Vibe 


OFFENSE 


When former Nebraska head coach 
Frank Solich took over the Bobcats, he 
had to rush back to school and enroll in 
Contemporary MAC Offenses 101. 

In his 15 seasons as running backs coach 
with the Cornhuskers, Solich had a Heisman 
Trophy winner and many all-conference 
running backs. Unfortunately, that dog 
wont hunt in today’s MAC. Six teams aver- 
aged better than 30 points per game in con- 
ference play a year ago and produced more 
than 400 yards of offense per MAC outing. 

The first order of business for Solich — 
once recruiting wrapped — was to install an 
offense that featured a variety of weapons, in 
stark contrast to the run-oriented flexbone 
option Ohio employed in the past. 

Solich opts for balance but says he 
does not want to give up on the option. 
Solich’s intention is to craft an offense 
around quarterback Austen Everson, who 
saw spot duty last year as a backup. 

Solich is saying his offense will be 
“multiple,” and that likely means running 
back Kalvin McRae and wide receivers 
Anthony Hackett and Scott Mayle will 
roles. JC 


Voncarie Owens is an explosive running 


have prominent transfer 


back. Matt Coppage, Dave Cody and 


Matt Miller are the only vets up front. 


DEFENSE 


Solich has shown a preference for a 


4-3, and with eight starters back from last 


season, he has the personnel in place to 
field a solid unit. 

Despite its 4-7 record, Ohio was one of 
the MAC's better defensive groups, with 
the second-best pass defense in the league, 
allowing 211 yards through the air in con- 
ference games. In total defense, Ohio was 
fourth-best out of 14 teams, allowing 
341.2 yards per game in MAC play. 

Solich makes no secret that he wants his 
defense to have a reputation for toughness, 
and linebacker Matt Muncy is the poster 
boy for that approach. Muncy led the 
Bobcats with 78 tackles, including 10.5 
behind the line. Michael Graham, Tyler 
Russ and Spencer Tatum join Muncy to 
give Ohio strength and depth at linebacker. 

There is speed and athleticism with 
Dion Byrum and TJ. Wright returning at 
the corners, but key losses at the safety 
positions make it a point of concern. 
There is also not much depth up front, 
where Shane Yates is the most experi- 


enced returning Starter. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

Solich should be able to make this 
a strong suit for the Bobcats, with punter 
Matthew Miller and kicker Brooks 
Rossman back. Miller has demonstrated 
good hang time on his kicks, allowing the 
coverage to work. If Rossman can be con- 
sistent from 35 yards in, the Bobcats are 
in good shape. 


— Matt Markey 
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AT A GLANCE 
9-3 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (3rd) 


Barry Alvarez — At Wisconsin and overall: 
108-70-4, 15 years 


“RETURNING STARTERS 
10; 5 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


"FB Matt Bemstein, LT Joe Thomas, 
€ Donovan Raiola, RB Brian Calhoun, 
TE Owen Daniels, LB Mark Zalewski, 
CB Brett Bell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Badgers have the nucleus for a much- 
improved offense, built around Calhoun 
and Daniels. Defensively, they should be 
physical and aggressive, especially in the 
front seven. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


QB John Stocco has good tools but hasn’t 
been a model of consistency or produc- 
tion, as the offense wasn't able to take 
advantage of last season's great defense. 
Now that defense has a lot of holes to fill, 
especially in the secondary. 


DE Erasmus James, DT Anttaj Hawthorne, 
FS Jim Leonhard, OL Dan Buenning 


With only nine returning starters, there 
are plenty of questions on offense and 
defense, where the Badgers must replace 
three All-America-caliber players. How 
quickly the younger, more inexperienced 
players develop will be the key to the sea- 
son. Getting seven wins for bowl-eligibili- 
ty in a 12-game season won't be easy, 


Soden. — Or S om 
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For more coverage of the the Badgers, visit www, wisconsin. rivals.com 
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Offensive Help on the Way for Inexperienced Badgers 


Brian Calhoun felt helpless watching 
the Badgers fall from 9-0 to 9-3, from 
No. 4 in the polls to No. 20, from a long 
shot national championship contender 
to an also-ran pretender and the 
Outback Bowl. 

Such was the fall of 2004. Swift and 
hard. 

Calhoun, a stylish 20-year-old run- 
ning back, felt more helpless than his 
teammates because he couldn't help stop 
the slide — 
Michigan State, lowa and Georgia in the 
Outback Bowl. The 5-10, 205-pound 


Calhoun sat out last season after transfer- 


consecutive losses to 


ring from Colorado, where he showed 
glimpses of greatness. 

Wisconsin coach Barry Alvarez 
remembered seeing Calhoun, then a true 
freshman, rush for more than 100 yards 
in a quarter against Nebraska in the final 
game of the 2002 regular season. That 
left a lasting impression on Alvarez, 
a Cornhuskers alum. 

That same year, Calhoun rushed for 
122 yards against Oklahoma in the Big 
12 championship game. As a sophomore, 
he led the Buffaloes with 810 rushing 
yards. He was also the third-leading 
receiver with 32 catches. 

Because of his quick feet and soft 
hands, Colorado coach Gary Barnett 
even considered moving Calhoun to wide 
receiver. But in the midst of the turmoil 


engulfing Barnett and his program, 


Calhoun opted to transfer, largely 
because of the departure of assistant Eric 
Bieniemy, who took a job at UCLA. 

Bieniemy was the principal reason why 
Calhoun, a Cheesehead from Oak Creek, 
Wis., turned down a scholarship from 
Alvarez and the Badgers to attend 
Colorado. And, now, Alvarez is more 
than happy to get Calhoun on the 
rebound. 

“He’s the total package,” Alvarez said. 

Based on his work last fall on the scout 
team, Calhoun already has drawn com- 
parisons to Terrell Fletcher, a member of 
Bowl 


Wisconsin and the fifth-leading rusher in 


Alvarez’s first Rose team at 
school history. 

“He can make full speed cuts without 
slowing down,” running backs coach 
Brian White said of Calhoun, who has 
two years of eligibility remaining, “and 
that’s what great backs can do.” 

Alvarez is counting on Calhoun to 
revive an offense that never hit stride due 
in part to injuries to tailbacks Anthony 
Davis and Booker Stanley, also suspended 
in early May. That, in turn, contributed 
to the inconsistency of first-year starting 
quarterback John Stocco, who struggled 
with his passing down the stretch. 

“Wisconsin has a history of good run- 
ning backs and I have some big shoes 
(Davis) to fill,” said Calhoun, who counts 
Marshall Faulk among his role models. 


“But once I get into the flow of things, 
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BEN casi com cap 


Despite injury problems 
throughout his career, Williams 
is closing in on the Badgers 
all-time receptions record. 


(photo by Albert Dickson/The 
Sporting News) 


it’s going to be like old times.” 


OFFENSE 


Alvarez indicates he has five players 
who can measure up with anybody in the 
Big Ten, if not the country, at their posi- 
tions: Tailback Brian Calhoun, fullback 
Matt Bernstein, left tackle Joe Thomas, 
center Donovan Raiola and tight end 
Owen Daniels. 

Alvarez is also high on a trio of senior 
wideouts, led by Brandon Williams, who 
has been slowed in the past few years by 
shin splints. 

There are big holes to fill on the offensive 
line, where a couple of fifth-year seniors, 
Matt Lawrence and Jason Palermo, will get 
their shot at guard. Kraig Urbik and Danny 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 160.9 ypg rushing (4th in Big Ten/52nd NCAA), 167.2 ypg passing (11th/103rd), 328.1 ypg total offense (7th/S3rd), 20.8 ppg (10th/96th). 


POS STARTER 

QB John Stocco* 

RB Brian Calhoun 

FB Matt Bernstein* 


WR Jonathan Orr 

TE Owen Daniels 
LT Joe Thomas” 
LG Matt Lawrence 
€ Donovan Raiola* 
RG Jason Palermo 
RT Kraig Urbik 


"Returning starter 


Jt. Can be clutch; must complete higher percentage of deep throws. 


Jr. Rushed for 4,790 yards and 82 touchdowns at Oak Creek High School. 


~ BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Tyler Donovan, So, 
Booker Stanley, Jr. 


Sr. Had career highs of 27 carries and 123 rushing yards against Penn State. Bill Rentmeester, Fr. 
WR Brandon Williams* Sr. Needs 33 catches to pass Lee Evans and become school's all-time leader. Brandon White, Sr. 
Sr. Still looking to regain 2002 form (47 catches, 842 yards, 8 touchdowns). Jarvis Minton, So, 


Sr. Converted quarterback compared to Dallas Clark, the former Hawkeye. 
Jr. Has already shown the potential to be another Robert Gallery. 

Sr. Fifth-year senior replacing All-Big Ten fixture Dan Buenning. 

Sr. Younger brother of Detroit Lions center Dominic Raiola. 

Sr. Fifth-year senior, son of defensive line coach John Palermo. 

Fr. Taking over for the tag team of Morgan Davis and Mike Lorenz. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


Jason Pociask, Sr. 
Danny Kaye, So. 
Andy Kemp, Fr. 
Jason Palermo, Sr. 
Marcus Coleman, So. 
Danny Kaye,So. 


iy | 


DE Joe Monty 

DT — Justin Ostrowski 
DT Nick Hayden 

DE Jamal Cooper 
LB Mark Zalewski* 
LB Andy Crooks* 
LB Dontez Sanders” 
CB Brett Bell* 

CB Levonne Rowan 
$$ Johnny White 
FS — Roderick Rogers 


2004 stats: 124.0 ypg rushing (3rd in the Big Ten/31st NCAA), 167.3 yng passing (2nd/7th), 291.3 ypg total defense (1st/Sth), 15.4 ppg (2nd/6th). 


Pos STARTER YR. COMMENT = BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Kurt Ware, So, 


Jr. Younger brother of school’s all-time leading tackler. 

So. Parade All-American, understudy to All-Big Ten pick Anttaj Hawthorne. 
So. Appeared in only five games last season, but had solid spring. 

So. Uses techniques to compensate for lack of size (215 pounds). 

Jr. Tied for team lead with 11 TFLs; career high 3.5 vs. Northwestern. 
So. Returned interception for touchdown in Outback Bowl. 

Sr. Sat out spring while recovering from shoulder surgery. 

Sr. Leader of secondary, but is coming off ACL surgery. 

Sr. Has nine career starts, replacing versatile Scott Starks. 

Jr. Potential to be big hitter, started a couple of games early last year. 
Jr. Played in the shadows of All-American walk-on Jim Leonhard, 


Jason Chapman, Fr. 
Gino Cruse, Fr. 

Mike Newkirk, Fr. 

Casey Hogan, So. 

Paul Joran, Jr. 

LaMarr Watkins, Sr. 
Allen Langford, Fr. 

Jack Ikegwuonu, Fr. 
Joe Stellmacher, Jr. 
Zach Hampton, Jr. 


“Returning starter 


Kaye will likely rotate at right tackle. 

With the addition of Paul Chryst as the 
co-offensive coordinator — a title he's shar- 
ing with Brian White — Alvarez is looking 
to bring more structure and efficiency to 
the passing game. Stocco is the key. 

“T think we've got enough weapons on 
offense to be effective,” Alvarez said. 
“Now, we've got to get better at quarter- 
back. John has to be more effective and 
consistent. And I’m confident he will 
because he’s a very competitive kid and he 
has made plays for us in the clutch before.” 

Before slumping in the final three 
games, Stocco rushed for two touch- 
downs and threw for a career-high 297 
yards and one score against Minnesota. 


The Badgers plan on getting some 


mileage out of Tyler Donovan, who is 
a run-first quarterback. 

“Tyler brings a different dimension,” 
Alvarez said, “and we have to get him in 


the mix.” 


DEFENSE 


Despite heavy graduation losses, 
including marquee players Erasmus 
James, Anttaj Hawthorne, Scott Starks 
and Jim Leonhard, Alvarez is unwilling to 
use the “R” word. Rebuilding. 

“T don’t like to use that word because it 
sends the wrong message to the kids,” 
Alvarez said, citing Brett Bell’s healthy 
return as crucial to the secondary. “We 
need Brett to pick up playing where he 
left off last year.” 


nn 
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LIFUMHGEFES FROCKALAM TH VG 


4 As I look at this class, the thing that stands out 


class. There's a lot of speed in this class, regardless of positions, 


.-. is this is a fast LLASS SREAKOOMT) 


it's very athletic, and you'll see a versatile group of athletes. Fivals.com 
tf tf Commitiments 


Head coach Barry Alvarez on the 2005 recruiting class 


hoes) Travis Beckum, LB 

The Cheese State's No. 1 in-state recruit is a 6-5, 220-pound defen- 
sive standout who has the speed and versatility to shine in the Big 
Ten. He runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash and has a quick first step. 
Beckum’s abilities are not limited to pursuing the ball-carrier; his long 
arms and range helps him keep up in pass coverage, as well. 


Elijah Hodge, LB 

If brother Abdul Hodge's standout career at lowa is any indication, 
Elijah Hodge could be battling for playing time as early as this year. 
The 6-0, 195-pounder from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., may not wow Big 
Ten offenses with his size, but his speed (4.5 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash) and nose for the football will help the Badgers’ defense in the 
long term. 


Dustin Sherer, QB 


Slightly undersized for the prototype of a pro-style quarterback, 

Sherer still has all the physical tools to be a solid starter at Wisconsin. 

He passed for 47 touchdowns over two years as the No. 4 overall 

\ prospect in Indiana and could move up in line to replace John Stocco 
= as the Badgers’ quarterback soon. 


SF SIEMCOMMER?S GF MPFAILT 


Average Stars 


OOCG6G 
OOGGS 


OOO6G 


Total Stars 


Jarmal Ruffin, ATH National Rank: 34 BIG 10: 6 


This 6-2, 199-pound prospect has the 
ability to play on the defensive line, COOE (TEEDS 
as a linebacker or even in the second- The Badgers are always looking for the next 
ary. Ruffin was primarily adefensive Ron Dayne, and there is no better time to 
end in high school, but likely will find someone like the 1999 Heisman Trophy 
develop into a linebacker at the next winner than now. A great running back/full- 
level. His first chance to play could back combination would take some pressure 
come as a possible replacement to off the half-dozen young recruits filling up 
senior LaMarr Watkins as the “Will” the depth chart at quarterback for the 
linebacker. Badgers. Wisconsin will also need some tal- 
ented wide receivers to replace Jonathan Orr 
and Brandon White. Some more depth at 
defensive end couldn't hurt. 


THE SLEEPER 


LIS SHADTELS 


Stars Hometown School 


BECKUM, Travis lB 6-5, 220 ooo00 Oak Creek, WI Oak Creek 
Ranked as the sixth-best outside linebacker and the No. 56 overall prospect in the nation, plus the No. 1 overall Prospect in Wisconsin, 
by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers trom Florida State, Miami (Fla.), Ohio State, Oklahoma and Tennessee. ... Recorded 108 tackles, 
Including 38 for loss, 16 sacks, seven interceptions, eight {umble recoveries and four blocked kicks as a senior. 


BUTLER, Jerry ATH 5-8, 164 ooo Philadelphia, PA George Washington 
Ranked as the 67th-best “athlete” in the nation and the No. 25 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. .. Also received offers trom 
Indiana, Temple, Vilanova and West Virginia. ... Rushed for 1,759 yards on 172 carries as a senior. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash. 


CARTER, Shane WR 6-2, 180 oo Troy, OH Troy 
Also received interest from Boston College, Marytand, Michigan State, West Virginia and Toledo, ... Caught 19 passes for 376 yards and six 
touchdowns as a senior... Recorded 77 tackles, six interceptions and five forced fumbles on defense. .,. Runs a 4.4-seoond 40-yard dash. 


CASCONE, Dan oT 6-3, 305 oo Sandy Hook, CT Newtown 
Recorded 51 tackles, ineluding 16 for loss, and 13 sacks as a senior. ... Has a bench press max of 310 pounds end a squat max of 550 
pounds, ... Was named second-team all-conference as a junior. 


CASILLAS, Jonathan LB 6-2, 200 oo New Brunswick, NJ New Brunswick 
Also received interest from Connecticut, Duke, Illinois, Kentucky and Akron. ... Recorded 90 tackles, including 20 for loss, and 16 
Sacks as a senior, ... Played linebacker znd safety in high school, but projects as an outside linebacker for the Badgers. ... Runs a 4.5- 
second 40-yard dash. 


FOSTER, Dion AB 5-9, 180 ooo Oak Lawn, IL Richards 
Ranked 3s the sixth-best all-purpose back In the nation and the No. 9 overall prospect In Illinois by Rivals.com. ... Also recetved an 
offer from Purdue, plus interest from Michigan, Ohio State and lowa. ... Rushed for 2,010 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior, 


GRAHAM, Garrett TE 6-4, 223 ooo Brick, NJ Brick 
Ranked as the 33rd-best tight end in the nation and the No. 21 overall prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Georgia Tech, Northwestern, Rutgers, South Carolina, Syracuse and West Virginia. ... Finished with 25 receptions for 720 yards as a senior. 


HILL, PJ, FB 5-11, 220 oo Brooklyn, NJ Poly 
Ranked as the No. 14 overall prospect in New York by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Syracuse, Vanderbilt and Buttalo, .. 
Rushed for 1,421 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior, ... Runs a 4,6-second 40-yard dash, 


HODGE, Elijah \B 6-1, 213 e000 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillard 
Ranked as the 26th-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No, 35 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from lowa, North Carolina State, Ohio State and Rutgers, ... Recorded 125 tackles, four sacks and two interceptions as a senior, 
.» Runs a 4.$-second 40-yard dash. 


JAMISON, Terrance E 6-4, 225 ooo Harvey, IL Thornton Township 
Ranked as the 17th-best weaksida defensive end in the nation and the No, 13 overall prospect in lllinass by Rivals.com. ... Also recetved 
offers from Michigan State and Northwestern. ... Only played one year on defense, but recorded 99 tackles and 18 sacks as a senior. 


KEMP, Andrew OL 6-5, 315 ooo Menasha, WI Menasha 
Ranked as the 22nd-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No, 3 overall prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
interest from Colorado State, Miami (Fla.), Michigan State, Stanford and Ball State, ... Has a bench press max of 375 pounds and 

@ Squat max of 600 pounds. 


LEWY, DeAndre LB 6-2, 211 ooo Milwaukee, WI Vincent 
Ranked as the 49th-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No. 4 overall prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. ,.. Also received 
offers from Indiana and Pittsburgh, plus interest from Nebraska. ... Recorded 84 tackles, including 21 for loss, five sacks and four 
forced fumbles as @ senior. 


Stars Hometown School 


MCFADDEN, Jae ATH 6-1, 200 000 Palm Beach Gardens, FL Dwyer 
Raniked as the 40th-best “athlete” in the nation and the No. 54 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com. ... Also recabved offers from 
Auburn, Georgia Tech and Kansas State. ... Played primarily at tight end, where he caught 25 passes for 359 yards and five touch- 
Gowns in shortened seven-game season... Also made 64 tackles and eight sacks on defense, 


MOODY, Prince DB 5-11, 191 oo Columbus, OH Eastmoor Academy 
Very strong player (squat max of S00 pounds) who was moved to linebacker as a senior. ... Runs a 4.4-second 40-yard dash. ... 
Recorded 130 tackles and eight sacks last season... Also rushed for 800 yards and 16 touchdowns on 70 carries, 


NURSE, Nate OL 6-3, 262 oo Ramsey, NJ Don Bosco Prep 
Also received offers from Boston College, Connecticut, Indiana, Louisville, Maryland, Purdue and Kent. ... Helped Don Bosco go unde- 
feated and win a state championship as @ junior in 2003. ... Played in front of quarterback Matt Simms, son of New York Giants great 
Phil Simms. 


PLEASANT, Aubrey s 5-10, 195 600 Montrose, Ml Montrose 
Ranked as the 49th-best safety in the nation and the No. 14 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. .. Also received offers {rom 
Winois, Indiana, Michigan State, Minnesota and Ball State. .. Made 113 tackles and nine sacks as a senior.. Also rushed for 1,264 
yards and 18 touchdowns on offense, 


RUFFIN, Jarmal ATH 6-2, 190 oo Scotland, PA Scotland School 
Ranked as the No. 31 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. ... Also received interest from Maryland, Penn State, Pittsburgh 
and West Virginia. .. Caught 22 passes for 564 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. ... Made 99 tackles and 20 sacks as a defen- 
Sive end/outside linebacker. 


SCHOFIELD, O'Brien == DE 6-3, 216 ooo Great Lakes, IL North Chicago 
Ranked as the 24th-best weakside defensive end in the nation and the No. 24 overall prospect In Iiitnols by Rivals.com. ... Also 
received offers from lowa State, Central Michigan and Easter IMinois, plus interest from lowa, Penn State, Purdue and Northen 
Ilinois. ... Made 99 tackles, 11 sacks and four recovered fumbles as a senior. 


SHAUGHNESSY, Matt DE 6-6, 210 ooo Norwich, CT Norwich Free Academy 
Ranked as the 28th-best weakside defensive end in the nation by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Boston College, Connecticut, 
Michigan State and Purdue. ... Runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash and had a vertical leap of 36 inches. ... Was also recruited to play line- 
backer by some schools. 


SHERER, Dustin OB 6-2, 194 ooo Cicero, IN Hamilton Heights 
Ranked as the 14th-best pro-style quarterback in the nation and the No. 4 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. ... Also recelved 
offers from Indiana. lowa and Bowting Green, plus interest fram Michigan, Ohio Slate and Purdue. ... Completed 139 of 224 passes for 
2,468 yards and 30 touchdowns as a senior. 


STEHLE, Jeff DE 6-6, 275 oo Central Square, NY Paul V Moore 
Also received offers from Michigan State, Syracuse, Butfalo and New Hampshire, ... Made 62 tackles and eight sacks as a senior. ... 
Had 14 catches for 296 yards and two touchdowns playing tight end, ... Was lightly recruited for basketball, where he averaged about 
20 points and 16 rebounds per game for Moore High School 


THEUS, Elijah WR 6-2, 185 ooo Sugarland, Tx Kempner 
Also received offers from Arizona, Colorado, Duke, Nebraska, Texas Christian and Tulsa. .,. Made 41 catches tor 629 yards 
and four touchdowns as a senior, Jeading Kempner to the second round of the state playotfs. ... Also participated in track and 
basketball in high school. 


VANDENHEUVEL, Eric OL 6-7, 330 ooo Hudson, WI Hudson 
Ranked as the 56th-bsst offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 5 overall prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. ... Moved from 
Quard to tackle after his freshman year. ... Has a bench press max of 390 pounds and a squat max of 500 pounds. 


——_———————— 
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BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, 


Name Class Hometown No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown 


37 


Phil Amold DB 5-7 170 Fr Mendota Hts., MN Joe Monty DL 62 252 Jd Ft. Collins, CO 


21 Josh Batts RB 6-1 240 So Barron 51 Joshua Neal LB 5-10 234 Fr Nashville, TN 


6 Brett Bell Joel Nellis TE 6-4 239 Sr Madison 


45 — Matt Bernstein FB 62 266 S Scarsdale, NY 54 Mike Newkirk DL 6-3 250 fr Ladysmith 


37‘ Matt Brown Madison Jonathan Orr Detroit, MI 


2 _ Brian Calhoun RB 5-10 198k Oak Creek 99 Justin Ostrowski DL 65 306 So Portage 


Jason Chapman Bedford Hts., OH Jason Palermo 


65 Marcus Coleman OL 66 309 So Plymouth, MN Dave Peck 


Jamal Cooper St. Louis, MO 4 Jason Pociask 


Jammar Crane Garland, TX Chris Pressley 


Andy Crooks Wausau 
y 


Adam Purcell Oak Creek 


Gino Cruse Phoenix, AZ Donovan Raiola L 63-296 St——_“Honolulu, HI 


11 Owen Daniels TE/WR6-3 247 Sr Naperville, IL 3 


Marcus Randle El So Markham, IL 


30 Jameson Davis DB 60 199 Fr Hamden, CT 


Bill Rentmeester FB 6-069 Ft Beaver Dam 


Ken DeBauche Suar + 2 
Ken DeBauche quamcg Roderick Rogers DB O62 «6181 ok Stone Mountain, GA 


12 Tyler Donovan OB 61 187 So Hartland 


Dywon Rowan 5-9 3 t Erie, PA 


25 Julian Edwards DB 6-1 217 Fr DeForest 


Levonne Rowan 6- 1 Erie, PA 


Oconomowoc 


Dontez Sanders Bedford, OH 


Milwaukee 


a Ee 3 Bryan Savage 


I 2 239 § Mantius, NY 


as 6-4 211 Fr Clifton Hits., PA 


Adam Sch Plano, TX 


DL 64 275 Ot The Woodlands, TX 


Alex Sell 


ire 


12 Michael Gust DB 6-1 «202 «Fr Menomonie 
TC ee Matthew Sorg R 2 S Springboro, OH 
26 Zach Hampton DB 5-10 178 or Lancaster 
Paul Standring P 6-1 1 So Chicago, IL 
96 ‘Nick Hayden DL 65 302 So Hartland 


Booker Stanley 


Cross Plains 


5 Jeff Holzbauer WR 511 190 J Germantown 
QB 62 197 Of Richfield, MN 
19 Paul Hubbard WR 64 216 So Colorado Springs, CO 
DB 5-9 =180 = So Brookfield 
27. ~— Jack Ikeqwuonu DB 6-1 «#6199 Ft Madison 
Nick Sutton 1B Detroit, MI 
57 Steven Johnson is 6-3 247 So Brookfield 
Luke Swan WR Fennimore 
23 Paul Joran Apple Valley, MN 


Joe Thomas OL 6- 303 Ook Brookfield 


Hi 


OL 6-8 319 So New Berlin 
Mike Van S OL Somerset 
56 —_ Brandon Kelly DL 64 250 So Bedford, OH 
Jamil Walker RB 6-2 215 So Rolling Meadows, I 
75 Andy Kemp OL &6 316 Fr Menasha 
a 46 Joe Walker WR 6-2 Fr Green Bay 
60 —_Luke Knauf OL 6-4 306 So 


Spring, TX 


Eau Claire 


38 LB 63 208 Fr New Berlin 
3 24 ‘LaMarr Wa! LB 6-1 223 Sr Mt. Laurel, 10 
17 187 Fr Detroit, MI 
70 = Andrew Weininger OL 5-6 314 So Harrison, NY 
27.~—s« Brad Lantagne DB 462 193 So Green Bay 
71 Chad Wert DL 6-3 215 Fr dson 
76 ~—- Matt Lawrence oL 6-5 288 Sr Millsboro, DE - — 
8 Brandon Whit WR 6-3 I r alm Beach, F 
10 Sean Lewis TE 67 235 Fr Oak Lav, It = : See 
many Whi 6&2 217) Or Pearland, TX 
59 Victor Meckstroth 1B é-1 245 «Jr Mequor soi ore one wt a: : mee TE 


Taylor Mehlhaff 179 So__Aberdeen, SD ae we 

a rek Ye 2 DL 

16 Craig Meier QB 63 198 Fr Madison 95 Derek. Vents p 
41 Mark Zalewski 1B 6&2 228 kr Wausau 


Jarvis Minton Arlington, TX 


Pct 


RECEIVING 


Individual Stats 


DEF, LEADERS 
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Results 


‘NOTEBOOK 


hen recruiting coordinator and tight ends 

coach Rob Ianello left to become a member 
of Charlie Weis’ staff at Notre Dame, Barry Alvarez 
didn’t hesitate to fill the opening with Paul 
Chryst, the offensive coordinator at Oregon State 
in the past two seasons. 

Chryst is no stranger to the UW program. 
He played for the Badgers in the late ‘80s and he 
coached under Alvarez for one season in 2002. 

“T wanted Paul Chryst to be back on this staff,” 
said Alvarez, who put Chryst in charge of the 
passing game. Chryst also has the title of co- 
offensive coordinator with Brian White, who has 
been offensive coordinator since 1999. 

How is this going to work? 

“With co-coordinators, we will have clearly 
defined responsibilities,” Alvarez said, “and the 
lines of communication will be wide open.” 

Beyond that, Alvarez wouldn’t get specific on 
who would be calling plays on game day other 
than to say that he would be accountable for 
everything that worked or didn’t work on offense. 

“It’s not about titles,” Alvarez said, “it's about 
people accepting roles.” 

Chryst has molded his own offensive philoso- 
phy from his exposure to a couple of mentors — 
Oregon State coach Mike Riley and Oakland 
Raiders coach Norv Turner, who was Riley's offen- 
sive coordinator during the 2001 season with the 
San Diego Chargers. Chryst was on that staff. 

“Each team has a formula,” Chryst said, “and 
each year that formula is kind of defined by who 
that group of players is. You have to know who 
your people are and how to use them. Every year, 
it’s a new team. And you find different ways to 
use your personnel. That's where I feel all of us 
can sit in that offensive meeting room and come 
up with something that can be effective.” 

¢ Two starting linebackers missed spring drills. 
Mike linebacker Reggie Cribbs had some academic 
issues to take care of, while Will linebacker 
Dontez Sanders was recovering from shoulder sur- 
gery. Starting cornerback Brett Bell also was side- 
lined during the spring after undergoing knee sur- 
gery. 

e The Badgers will hold their preseason train- 
ing camp on campus for the first time since the 
mid-1970s. For the past four decades, they have 
practiced at the Bishop O'Connor Center on 
Madison's far west side. 


(9-3, 6-2) 


Ww at Arizona - 9-7 


WwW Minnesota 38-14 


at Michigan State 14-49 
L at lowa 
Outback Bowl 
L Georgia 


2005 


Photo by Albert Dickson/The Sporting News 


DONOVAN RAIOLA 


Even without James coming off the 
edge, the Badgers still should be able to 


pressure the quarterback, especially with 


Jamal Cooper, who started one game for 


the injured Jonathan Welsh. Cooper, like 
Welsh, relies on quickness. 

The development of the tackles, Justin 
Ostrowski and Nick Hayden, will have 
a far greater impact on the type of defense 
the Badgers will be able to play. 
Experience and depth are issues here. 

Jason Chapman and Kurt Ware have 


the flexibility to rush off the edge or line 
up at tackle. 

“T think all of these younger players 
will make a big jump from spring practice 
to the fall,” said defensive line coach John 
Palermo. 

Meanwhile, the linebacking corps — 


Mark Zalewski and Dontez 


Sanders — should be more athletic with the 


paced by 


influx of a highly-touted freshman class. 
“We signed a special class of lineback- 
rs,” Alvarez said. “We have kids who can 
run, kids who are physical and there’s no 
reason why a couple of them won't be on 
the depth chart.” 


Travis Beckum, a Parade All-American, 


and Elijah Hodge, the younger brother of EMERGING STAR 


Iowa's Abdul Hodge, could be immediate 


contributors. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kickoff specialist Taylor Mehlhaff will 


take on added responsibilities because of 


the graduation of place-kicker Mike 
Allen, a four-year fixture. Mehlhaff has 
a strong leg (18 touchbacks among his 53 
kickoffs) but has to show more consisten- 
cy and accuracy. 

Adam Shober, a walk-on, will push 
Mehlhaff. Steve Johnson will replace 
Matt Katula as the long snapper. 

Ken DeBauche had 


punting average (41.8) in the Big Ten last 


the fifth-best 
season and the best at Wisconsin since 
Kevin Stemke won the Ray Guy Award in 


2000. 


Wisconsin's Winning Trend 1995-2004 


BEST — 


™=BAIGHTEST 


2 SE SE 
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TOP NEWCOMER 


Scares OT 


| the year and responded’ 
| with 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB John Stocco i 
If the Badgers are going to | 
have any success on 


offense, they're going to 
needa big season out of © 
Stocco, assuming he can 
hold off Tyler Donovan. 
That's how fragile the quar- 
terback equation is. 
Stocco showed his tough- | 
ness in rallying the Badgers # 
to road victories at Ohio 
State and Purdue, a couple of tough environ- 
ments. He made some clutch throws in both 
games. ... His touchdown to interception ratio 
(9 to 7) wasn’t very good, but he was handi- 
capped without consistent tailback play. ... Still 
has to prove that he can throw the long ball. 


LT Joe Thomas 

Doesn't get the same hype § 
as the linemen at Michigan } 
and Ohio State, but he’s | 
every bit as good. ... Started 
all 12 games last season and => 
eamed honorable mention 
All-Big Ten. ... Has grea’ 
feet, very athletic. 
Throws the shot and discus 
on the track team. ... Has 
drawn comparisons to for- 
mer Iowa All-American Robert Gallery. ... Utilized 
as a blocking tight end when he was a true fresh- 
man. ... Academic All-Big Ten. 


RB Brian Cathoun 

Colorado transfer has 
already proven what he can 
do in the Big 12. ... As a 
true freshman, he was the 
No. 3 tailback behind Chris 
Brown and Bobby Purify. ... 
Pressed into service late in 


100-yard rushing 
games against Nebraska and 
Colorado. ... As a sopho- 
more, Calhoun led the team in rushing after 


a 


| Brown left for the NFL and Purify was injured 


and lost for the season. ... Had a 49-yard touch- 
down run against Florida State. 
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Sky's the Limit 
) For Healthy 
§ Daniels 


Owen Daniels knows something 
about dark clouds. 

Figuratively. 

You see, there was a time when 
a dark cloud hung over his future as 
a college football player. 

Twice, he has torn the anterior 
cruciate ligament in his left knee — 
during his senior year of high school 
and during his second year on the 
Wisconsin campus. 

Owen Daniels knows something 
about dark clouds. 

Literally. 
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could actually predict fair-to-partly- 
cloudy skies with any degree of accu- 


racy. As a budding TV meteorologist, i 
Owens already has served a summer jf 


intern in the weather department of 
a Madison television station. 

Daniels, a converted quarterback, 
rooms on Friday nights before home 
games with quarterback John Stocco, 
who says, “I'm going through the 
channels looking for a movie and all of 
a sudden he'll say, ‘Go back/ and we'll 
stop on The Weather Channel. It’s pret- 
ty funny because we'll all go to Owen 
and ask him about the weather.” 

Last season, however, Daniels didn’t 
predict a one-hour and 28-minute 
weather delay during the Arizona 
game because of a lightning storm in 
the Tucson desert. But he was on top 
of his game, nonetheless, making a key 
fourth-quarter catch in Wisconsin's 
rally. He also had a career-high four 
catches in the win at Ohio State. 

“He can stretch a defense and pose 
matchup problems,” Stocco said. 

Daniels, a fifth-year senior from 
Naperville, Ill, wound up with 25 
receptions last season, the second- 
most on the team. Physically, he has 
drawn some comparisons to former 
Iowa tight end Dallas Clark, a convert- 
ed linebacker who went on to become 
a first-round draft choice of the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

This season, Daniels is focusing on 
becoming a more complete player. He’s 
up to 245 pounds, which should help 
his blocking. The addition of Paul 
Chryst as the tight ends coach and co- 
offensive coordinator should be 
a blessing. 

Last season, Chryst was the offen- 
sive coordinator at Oregon State, and 
the Beavers led the Pac-10 in tight end 
receptions. In other words, Daniels 
knows that he will be getting the ball. 

“T've overcome certain situations — 
injuries and position changes,” Daniels 
said, “and I’m looking forward to be 
one of the leaders on this team.” 


You see, he’s majoring in atmospher- § 
ic and oceanic science, so he’s one of J 
the few players in the Big Ten who | 


Brian Calhoun likely will return 
punts, while Jarvis Minton and Brandon 
Williams loom as kickoff returners, 


a weakness last year (10th, Big Ten). 


An unproven defense will be tested in 
the season opener by Bowling Green and 
one of the nation’s finest quarterbacks — 
Omar Jacobs, who completed 67 percent 
of his passes for 4,002 yards and 41 touch- 
downs last season, tops in the nation. 
Jacobs was intercepted just four times. 

A road trip to North Carolina will 
pose another challenge. The Tar Heels 
upset Miami in Chapel Hill last year. 

In the Big Ten, the Badgers drop Ohio 
State and Michigan State and add 
Indiana and Michigan. That’s a bad 
trade. Wisconsin has won four of the past 
six games against the Buckeyes, while los- 
ing six straight to the Wolverines. 

The Badgers will play 11 consecutive 
Saturdays before getting their bye on the 
final weekend of the Big Ten’s regular sea- 
son. That will give them an extra week to 
prepare for their 12th game — at Hawaii. 


— Mike Lucas 


An eee fe pra 
Sept. 3 Bowling Green 


Fn Re CR 8 OL SVT PA INES 
Sept. 10 TBA 


Po RP TE ES GRITS TT 
Sept. 17 at North Carolina 


LES ee oe Saree ee) 
Sept. 24 Michigan 


La Ee a ee ae 


— Oct. 1 Indiana 

“Oct.8 -—at Northwestern — 
“Oct.22 —~Purdue — 
“Oct.29.2=-S~*~*«Cat'UNinois 
“No.5  —sat Penn State 
Ginciin.  lowar 
“Nov.25 saat Hawaii 
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9-4 overall, 7-1 MAC (1st, West) 


Tom Anette At Toledo and overall: 
36-14, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Bruce Gradkowski, TB Scooter 


| Jordan, LB David Thomas, $ Keon Jackson 


PRIMARY S TRE! NG THS 


The Rockets have one tt the league's best 
quarterbacks, outstanding talent and 

_ depth at tailback, and plenty of options 
at receiver, The linebackers might be the 
best group in the conference, while Keon 
Jackson provides all-league credentials at 
the rover spot. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The defensive front got knocked around 
on a pretty regular basis in 2004, and will 
have to prove that a year of experience 
has brought improvement. There are a lot 
of new faces at wide receiver, and the 
quick-pass offense needs play-makers to 
emerge. 


OT Nick Kaczur, WR Lance Moore, 
€ David Odenthal, S Patrick Body, 
WR Kenny Higgins 


The Rockets have been the best in the 
West over the past four years, winning 
the division three times and the overall 
conference crown twice. With Gradkowski 
running the show, Toledo should be scor- 
ing points in bunches again and powering 
its way back to the top of the West. 

A berth in the conference title game and 
a bowl trip should follow. 
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16; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter _ 


McDougle, TE Andrew Clarke, LB Anthony — 


Toledo Still Spreading the Wealth, Rolling Up Yards 


OFFENSE 


A lot of people thought the Rockets 
made a risky move when they bailed on 
their traditional run-based offense before 
the 2001 season. 

Toledo had achieved MAC power sta- 
tus with up-front toughness and by ham- 
mering the ball down people’s throats. 
Tom Amstutz was the new head coach at 
the time and said that, in his lengthy 
tenure as a defensive coordinator, it was 
the spread that kept him awake at nights. 

The Rockets now have one of the most 
productive offenses in the nation. Spread 
guru Rob Spence has left for Clemson, 
but the scheme is in place and Toledo's 
bag of tricks remains. 

Toledo averaged 459 yards per game a 
year ago, and with the gritty Bruce 
Gradkowski back for his senior year — 
his third season running the show for 
the Rockets — the scoreboard is in trou- 
ble again. 

Gradkowski’s quick feet and even 
quicker release make him the ideal trig- 
german for the spread, and the support- 
ing cast is talented. Tailback Scooter 
McDougle and tight end Andrew Clarke 
are back from injuries and possess all- 
conference skills. The Rockets will shuttle 
no less than eight receivers in and out, to 


keep fresh legs driving the spread. 


DEFENSE 


Toledo’s defense bottomed out at the 


start of 2004 when it allowed 126 points 


in its first two games — blowout losses to 
Minnesota and Kansas. 
After 


defense started to come around. The 


much experimentation, the 
Rockets were good enough to win the con- 
ference, but Amstutz went looking for a 
more lasting solution, and thinks he found 
one in veteran defensive coordinator Tim 
Rose, who was lured from Louisiana Tech. 
Rose has plenty of stamps on_ his 
coaching passport but has MAC roots 
and is an Ohio native. He spent the 
spring tinkering with the defense, design- 
ing a configuration that will best utilize 
the team’s speed and pursuit capability. 
From Day One, the 63-year-old Rose 
was demanding a swarming style of play 
that gets the maximum number of people 
around the football. His best players are 
at linebackers Anthony Jordan and David 
Thomas, and Rose hinted that a 3-4 con- 
figuration might be in the offing, since it 
gets as many of Toledo’s athletic lineback- 


ers on the field as possible. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Amstutz has eschewed the field goal 
throughout his tenure, choosing instead 
to take his chances with fourth down 
plays. He has senior Jason Robbins back 
for a fourth year as his place-kicker, but 
Robbins will have to earn the trust of his 
coach to get more chances. 

As a freshman in 2004, Brett Kern 
averaged better than 40 yards per punt. 

— Matt Markey 


Lindy’s Football Annuals 191 


—_ 


AT A GLANCE — 


6-6, independent 


overall, Ist year 


{ 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 


LT Ryan Harris, TE Anthony Fasano, — 
NG Derek Landri, LB Corey Mays, 
_ S$ Tom Zbikowski : 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


intact, with quarterback Brady Quinn, — 
only a junior, entering his third year as 
~a Starter. Tailback Darius Walker is ready 
- to make his name on a national scale, 
as is tight end Anthony Fasano. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


» and a lot of positions remain in play 
going into fall camp. Chris Frome at one 
of the end spots has precious little game 
experience. The secondary, which gave up 
281 yards a game last year, is young ants 
‘untested. 


Stevenson, LB Mike Goolsby 


If Notre Dame can navigate through the 
first six games of the season with no 
more than two losses, it can run the table 


at the tail end and be in v play for a major 


bow berth. 
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Charlie Weis — At Notre Dame and 


RE TURNING iS TARTERS , REDE ; 
15; 10 offense, 3 defense, Bickel sna i 


QB Brady Quinn, TB Darius Walker, 


"The offense returns almost completely 


The defense has only three players back, _ 


‘IBD Derek Curry, DE Justin Tuck, DE Dan 


To Reclaim Lost Luster Weis Must Count on Firepower 


Her beauty has dimmed. Her luster 
has faded. And the problems are more 
than cosmetic. 

Returning the grand old college foot- 
ball dowager that is Notre Dame to her 
former radiance is not a simple outpa- 
tient procedure. 

Ir’s a tall task Charlie Weis faces, mak- 
ing Notre Dame once again the incubator 
of Heisman Trophy candidates and 
national championship contenders. 

He will, of course, have plenty of help, 


starting with junior quarterback Brady 


Quinn, who already has two years of 


experience as a starter. 

“Part of the thing that Coach Weis 
wanted to bring in is letting us play and 
allowing us to make decisions on the 
field,” Quinn said. 

On the offensive side of the ball, that 
should be no problem. Notre Dame 
returns 10 of 11 starters. Defensively, 
it will be more of a challenge, since the 
Irish have only three starters back. 

Success, of course, is more than just 
a numbers game. Notre Dame boasts 
more Heisman Trophy winners — seven 
— than any other school, but hasn't had 
a player claim the prize since Tim Brown 
in 1987. 

The school’s last national champi- 
onship was in 1988, its last bowl-game 
victory was on Jan. 1, 1994, and its last 
Top-10 finish in the polls was in 1993, 
when it finished the year ranked No. 2. 


Recapturing that level of achievement 
will require Notre Dame’s play to be 
more than a sum of its parts. Every time 
the Irish take the field, they are going to 
have to infuse effort with attitude. 

“The Xs and Os, they'll change a little 
bir,” said defensive tackle Brian 
Beidatsch, a fifth-year senior who has 
been coached by Bob Davie, Tyrone 
“Coach 


Weis has a sense of confidence to him.” 


Willingham, and now, Weis. 


He also has the ability to break down 
complicated offensive schemes into easily 
digestible parts, his players say. 

Perhaps most tellingly, Weis brings to 
the Irish the swagger they showed during 
the glory days. 

Former defensive tackle Chris Zorich, 
who starred at Notre Dame from 1988 to 
1990, made no secret of the fact he was 
angry about the University’s dismissal of 
Willingham last November. 

But, “(Weis) reminded me so much 
about what (former coach Lou) Holtz 
talked about as far as bringing back an 
attitude, bringing back that winning 
desire. He talked about, in his press con- 
ference, about being mean and nasty, and 
that’s something unfortunately that 
Notre Dame hasn't had in a very long 
time,” Zorich said. 

“It’s been a while since Notre 
Dame's won a national championship. 
It’s been a while since they've been 


consistently a high-win, a double- 
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Phote by The Sporting News 


TOM ZBIKOLWSK/ 


digit-win program,” Weis said. 


OFFENSE 


Step one, he starts to move up and 
away. Steps two, three and four, he moves 
back, the ball firmly in his grip as he scans 
the field in front of him. And by step five, 
“I have to know if I’m throwing to the 
first guy or not, and then on down the 
line in the next couple of split seconds,” 
said quarterback Brady Quinn. 

In working closely with Weis in the 
spring, Quinn picked up on many of the 
things Weis used to transform  sixth- 
round pick Tom Brady into a three-time 
Super Bowl champion quarterback. The 
former offensive coordinator of the New 


England Patriots taught Quinn how to 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 127.4 ypg rushing (85th in NCAA), 218.1 passing (54th), 345.5 total offense (81st), 24.1 pyy (72nd) 


STARTER 
QB Brady Quinn* Jr. 
RB Darius Walker So. 
RB Rashon Powers-Neal* Sr. 
Rhema McKnight" Sr. 


COMMENT 


Poised on the cusp of a great year. 

Vision and elusiveness make him tough to catch. 
Pass-catching ability a bonus. 

Consistency needed for breakout year. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
David Wolke, So. 
Travis Thomas, Jr. 
Matt Augustyn, Jr. 
Jeff Samardzija, Jr. 


WR Maurice Stovall” Sr. Production must match physical skills, Matt Shelton, Sr. 

TE Anthony Fasano* Sr. Has become a genuine pass-catching threat. Marcus Freeman, Sr. 
LT Ryan Harris* Jr. At 20, already a veteran, could be a star. John Kadous, So. 
LG Bob Morton* Sr. Versatility a key strength. Dan Santucci, Sr. 

C John Sullivan* Jr. Will continue to improve in second season as starter. Bob Morton, Sr. 

RG Dan Stevenson* Sr. Intelligent steadying force on offense. James Bonelli, Sr. 
RT Mark LeVoir* Sr. Workhorse has logged 700 minutes in past two years. Brian Mattes, Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 88.2 yng rushing (4th in NCAA), 281.8 passing (116th), 369.4 total defense (54th), 24.1 ppg (46th) 


POS STARTER YAR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Victor Abiamiri Jt Talent lives up to pedigree, could become star. Travis Leitko, Jr. 

DT ‘Trevor Laws Jr. Gained valuable experience as sub last season. Brian Beidatsch, Sr. 

NG — Derek Landri* Sr. Looking to follow-up on outstanding breakout year. Dan Chervanick, Sr. 

DE Chris Frome Sr. Saw limited time last year, will ably step in. Dwight Stephenson Jr, Jr. 
LB Corey Mays Sr. Finally gets opportunity to live up to early promise, Mitchell Thomas, Jr. 
LB Brandon Hoyte* Sr. One of the team’s hardest hitters. Joe Brockington, Jr. 

LB Chinedum Ndukwe Jr. Will be on the field, either at LB or FS. Anthony Salvador, Sr. 
CB Mike Richardson Sr. Had three fumbles and Int. as nickel back in 2004, Junior Jabbie, So. 

CB Leo Ferrine So. _Still fighting Jabbie and Lambert for this job, Terrail Lambert, So. 

$$ Tom Zbikowski* Ur. Has a nose for ball and excellent instincts. Anthony Vernaglia, So. 
FS Freddie Parish IV Jr Race for starting spot is down to him and Vernaglia. Chinedum Ndukwe, Jr. 
“Returning starter 


move from a progression read to a cover- 
age read, how to dissect defenses and 
make quick decisions, and most of all, 
to trust his own instincts. 

“You've got more guys on the passing 
routes and a lot of different things that 
are going on with the offense, so you can't 
be sitting back there all day throwing the 
ball,” Quinn said. “He’s got us pro- 
grammed to ... be confident in ourselves 
and to be poised and confident in all the 
throws and everything you do. That's 
how you're going to perform best.” 

A stellar offensive cast will only help 
buttress that performance. 

With all five offensive linemen return- 
ing, Quinn should have plenty of protec- 


tion. Back are starting wide receivers 


Rhema McKnight and Maurice Stovall. 
Tight end Anthony Fasano, ready to 
build on a 2004 campaign that included 
27 receptions for 367 yards, gives Quinn 
another strong target. 

And though sophomore _ tailback 
Darius Walker is technically not a return- 
ing starter, he will carry plenty of experi- 
ence with him onto the field after setting 
the team freshman rushing record with 
786 yards on 185 carries in 2004. 


DEFENSE 


With only three returning starters, the 
defense is going to need help from the 
offense as it finds its footing. 

“When we have to go against the 


offense, we know that we're not going to 


Fase ae eee 
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4 4 I was sitting in Coach Weis’ office and I 
‘I want to be part of what you're doing’ 


Incoming offensive lineman Paul Duncan on committing to 7 


Notre Dame and Charlie Weis 


D.J. Hord, WR 


This 6-1 wideout from Kansas City was one of the Irish’s top-rated 
recruits. Notre Dame's lack of receiving talent and depth — Rhema 
McKnight was the only player with more than 21 catches last season — 
means that Hord could have a chance to make an impact as a freshman, 
similar to how RB Darius Walker burst onto the scene in 2004. 


Michael Turkovich, OL 

} With a huge frame (6-7, 280 pounds) and solid mobility, this Bedford, 
Pa.-product has the ability to take over a game in the trenches. 
Turkovich will be a fine replacement for fifth-year senior Dan 
Stevenson at right guard. He chose the Irish over Louisiana State, 
i Boston College and Wisconsin. 


Joey Hiben, TE 

After switching his commitment from Purdue because the Boilermakers 
did not offer his intended major of architecture, the 6-5, 235-pound tight 
end from Waconia, Minn., has a chance to be the cornerstone in Notre 
Dame's short passing game. Hiben still needs to improve his blocking, 
but his pass-catching ability will make up for it in the meantime. 


ZF SIEMLOMERS OF MIfPFILT 


—" Ge GMAT L SS 


Hometown School 


BRUTON, David DB 6-2, 180 ooo Miamisburg, OH Miamisburg 
Ranked as the 36th-best safety in the nation and the No. 25 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Cincinnati, Connecticut and Wisconsin, plus interest from Michigan, Ohio State, lowa and Purdue. ... Made 65 tackles and three inter- 
Ceptions as a senior. 


DUNCAN, Paul oL 6-6, 282 ooo Dallas, GA East Paulding 
Ranked as the 261h-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 18 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Louisiana State, Oklahoma, UCLA and Duke. 


GRIMES, David WR 5-9, 157 ooo Detroit, MI DePorres 
Ranked as the 64th-best wide receiver in the nation and the No. 10 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Illinois and lowa. ... Led DePorres to the Division 7 state final with 47 receptions for 800 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. 


HAND, Derrel! oT 6-2, 298 ooo Philadelphia, PA W. Philadelphia Catholic 
Ranked as the 39th-best defensive tacide in the nation and the No. 17 overall prospect in Pennsytvanis by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
Offers from Michigan State and Wisconsin. ... Made 72 tacldes and 6.5 sacks in nine games on defense and also had 10 receptions for 
312 yards as a tight end as a senior. 


HERRING, Ray OB 5-10, 187 ooo Melbourne, FL _Holy Trinity Academy 
Ranked as the 47th-best safety in the nation by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from Tennessee, Georgia Tech, Maryland and 
Boston College. ... Named to four straight all-state teams. ... Finished with 49 tackles and nine interceptions, including one retum for 
a touchdown, as a senior. 


HIBEN, Joey TE 6-5, 235 oooo Waconia, MN Waconia 
Ranked as the ninth-best tight end in 2 nation and the No. 3 averall prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. ... Originally committed to 
Purdue in October, but switched to the (rish one month later. .. Also received offers from Oktahoma, Stentord, Purdue, Minnesota, 
Northwestern and Boston College. 


HORD, 0. WR 6-1, 195 ooo00 Kansas City, MO Rockhurst 
Ranked as the 11th-best wide receiver in the nation and the No. 1 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Kansas State and Wisconsin. ... Made a verbal commitment to the |rish during the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. ... Had 37 
receptions for 557 yards and six touchdowns as a senior, 


KUNTZ, Patrick OE 6-4, 255 ooo indianapolis, IN Roncalli 
Ranked as the 49th-best defensive end in the nation and the No. 9 overall prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Michigan State and Louisville. ... Made 115 tackles, including 28 behind the fine of scrimmage, and 14 sacks as a senior. 


MCCARTHY, Kyle ATH 6-0, 172 ooo Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Ranked as the 68th-best “athlete” in the nation and the No. 33 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers from 
Arizona, Ohio State, Navy, Toledo and Kent. ... Led Cardinal Mooney to a state championship playing quarterback and defensive back. 


QUINN, Steve LB 6-2, 208 oo Philadelphia, PA St. Joseph Prep 
Also recelved offers from Penn State, Pittsburgh and Syracuse. ... Switched to the Irish after being a longtime commitment to Penn 
State. ... Was a first-team all-state selection after making 74 tackles, six sacks and two interceptions asa senior. 
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told him LLASS SREAKDOOMT] 


THES SCEEPER 


Asaph Schwapp = National Rank: 40 BIG 10:6 


With seniors Rashon Powers-Neal 
and Nate Schiccatano graduating COOGE (17EEDS 
after this season, Schwapp will have Witha solid group of running backs on board, 
every opportunity to step into 2 full- the Irish need to build depth and talent on the 
time role in 2006. After running for _ offensive line after signing just four recruits in 
1,300-plus yards as a high senior, 2004 and two this offseason. They also need 
Schwapp was Notre Dame's only to start thinking about their situation at cor- 
fullback recruit during the offseason. —_nerback, where only Ambrose Wooden and 
He'll be the frontrunner to replace Mike Richardson have any experience enter- 
Powers-Neal as the starter. ing the '05 season — and that’s not saying 
much, because they were one of the worst 
pass defenses in the nation. That will be a top 
priority for new coach Charlie Weis. 


Stars Hometown School 


SCHWAPP, Asaph FB 6-0, 247 oo Hartford, CT Weaver 
Earned all-conference honors three times as a fullback and a linebacker. ... Also received an offer from Maryland and committed to the 
Terrapins for about a month in June. ... Ran for 1,313 yards and 13 touchdowns as a junior, averaging 11.9 yards per carry. 


SHARPLEY, Evan 0B 6-2, 200 ooo Marshall, MI Marshall 
Ranked as the 12th-best pro-style quarterback in the nation and the No. 6 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from iowa, indiana and Purdue. ... Was 91 of 188 passing for 1,389 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior, . His 61 career 
touchdowns passes rank sixth all-time in Michigan. 


SMITH, Scott LB 6-3, 222 ooo Highland Park, IL Highland Park 
Ranked as the 17th-best inside linebacker in the nation and the No. 11 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. ... Also received offers 
from Indiana, Michigan State, Purdue, UCLA and Northern Illinois. ... Averaged nearly 15 tackles per game as a senior. ... Was a three- 
year varsity starter. 


TURKOVICH, Michael = OT 6-7, 280 ooo Bedford, PA Valley Forge Military 
Ranked as the 30th-best offensive tackle in the nation and the No. 9 overall prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
offers from Boston College, Louisiana State and Wisconsin. ... Began high school as a defensive end and tight end, but switched to 
Offensive tackle after he grew to his current size, 


WASHINGTON, Kevin = LB 6-0, 213 ooo Sugar Land, TX 

Ranked as the 37th-best outside linebacker in the nation and the No. 66 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ... Also received 
Offers from Wisconsin, Northwestern and Houston. ... Did not play linebacker as a senior, when he moved to quarterback to fit team 
needs and gained 800 all-purpose yards. 
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FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No, Name 5 A . Class Hometown 5 Name . Y . Class Hometown or the past three years under former coach 
95 Victor Abiamiri Eb So Randallstown, MD Mark LeVoir ; St Eden Prairie, MN Tyrone Willingham, the rotation of captains 
was voted for on a game-by-game basis. New 
coach Charlie Weis, though, is more of a tradi- 
tionalist. The team announced several days 

before the annual spring football Blue-Gold 
se! 5_Rhema McKnight a game that the captains for the 2005 season 
3__Joseph Boland A Drexel Hill, PA Matt Mitchell 5-8 194 Memphis, TN would be junior quarterback Brady Quinn and 
1 James Bonelli 6 Camarillo, CA Marty Mooney <> i ae Gada Oe fifth-year senior linebacker Brandon Hoyte. 

A different special teams captain will be des- 
ignated each week by special teams coaches 
Bernie Parmalee and Brian Polian. 

Eran MD _ Senta And, CA Quinn and Hoyte will also be helped in their 
of lean Browa ns Sisto AD Michael OHara TR 5-10 180 Jr _Bellevue, WA leadership efforts by a nine-person football 
91 Craig Cardillo kK 60174 Hauppauge, NY Freddie Parish, IV 0 197 Redondo Beach, cal MOUSE Of representatives composed of one play- 
9 John Carlson 6-6 Litchfield, MN eee Le ite war Gn er from each position group. 

¢ Weis has not announced the starters yet at 
each position, but said the coaching staff 
Brady Guinn 2 Dublin, OH already has a good sense of who is in the rota- 
Scott Raridon 6 Mason City, IA tion to receive playing time come fall. 


Maurice Crum, Jt 2 Riverview, FL iat Waniae een te nase 1 “We have a pretty good idea who 1 and 1A 


23 ~— Chase Anastasio - Si Burke, VA Brian Mattes 6. at Larksville, PA 
58 Abdel Banda A - T Morristown, NJ Corey Mays 6 42 Sr Chicago, IL 


90 Brian Beidatsch I 9 Milwaukee, WI 5 Ashley McConnell F 5 5 J Adairsville, GA 


6 _ Nick Borseti Z Saugus, MA Bob Morton GBs n McKinney, TX 


7) ___ Dantin Bragg z San dose, CA Chinedum Ndukwe 222 Powell, OH 


52 Joe Brockington - Palmyra, PA 


31 Jake Carney eo 4 Ir Lexington, KY Geoffrey Price P 3 195 Hurst, TX 


31 ~— A.J. Cedeno Pittsburg, KS 


59 Dan Chervanick ° Leesport, PA 


Vietoria, TX are,” Weis said. “We probably know our first 15 
Stan Revelle 5-11 195 Poplar Bluffs, MO 2 
88 Anthony Fasano TE 6s Verona, 10 ecu . ae guys on offense, and our first 15 guys on 
ar ; ee —— 2 =— defense. I wouldn’t say we know our first 22 
y Mike Richardson = Warner Robins, GA because there are people playing themselves 
David Fitzgerald 6-4 Godfrey, IL ° exe " 
- = Anthony Salvador 6- is Concord, CA into those competitions. 
Laces oaths : an deff Samardzija aWigh aie =Eeae Matt Shelton, who averaged a school record 
Marcus Freeman 6- St. Paul, MN Seas E Pia 25.75 yards per reception in 2004, missed spring 
a ci 4 9 hicago, 4 a A 
Chris Frome 5 Saugus, CA practice while recovering from knee surgery. 
Nate Schii rm x IK jal Town: P, . . 
a eae ee ——— Cool Township PA} He is expected to be ready to go in the fall. 
at F Matt Shelton L 16 Collierville, TH © Of Notre Dame’s 11 opponents this season, 
Tim Gritzman - Lockport, IL = a 3 a 
Dwight Stephenson, Jr. 6-2 25 Delray Beach, FL three played in Bowl Championship Series 
Brandon Harris y 6 New Orleans, LA d | din b | Not 
zd A Dan Stevenson 6 Barrington, IL games, and seven p aye in Dow games. otre 
Ryan Harris : So St. Paul, MN ig ee Siac Dame has made only one BCS game appearance, 
Dan Hickey SN 6. Garden City, NY a Jan. 1, 2001 loss to Oregon State in the Fiesta 
John Sullivan 4 2 Old Greenwich, CT 
33 Justin Hoskins Fr Grand Rapids, MI Bowl. 
Ronald Tall 4 5 Qak Park, MI i j fi j 
Bandon Boyte sii Pe ee ae eee bk Baki ¢ David Cutcliffe, the team’s assistant head 
2 Mitchell Thomas l 3 22 Opelika, AL coach on offense and the quarterbacks coach, 


Wade Lams “9 Fr Mishawaka 


missed all of spring practice after undergoing 
triple bypass heart surgery on March 9 in 
Mississippi. In his absence, Weis spent much of 
spring ball tutoring Quinn one-on-one. 

Jeff Jenkins é- Ann Arbor, MI Dactos Walker : Fr_Lawrenceville, GA © No, Weis is not an easy grader. Asked if he 
Rich Whitney, I 6-2 213 Jr ‘Warminster, PA would give his charges an “A” for their work in 
David Wolke go age RP! Home jules ‘an spring football, he said, “Never give an A. I'm 
the wrong guy to ask for an ‘A’. That's a C+, 
how's that?” 


“ . Fe: a Travis Thomas L 6. Washington, PA 
Chauncey Incarnato \ Fr Dover, OH 


Chris Vaughn r , ny nee tineatt 
Junior Jabbie Fr Parlin, N at oa New Haven, CT 


; Anthony Vernagli 3 22) Fr c ills, CA 
2.3, Jansen 6. 1 Phoenix, AZ nnthony Vernaglia Anaheim Hills, CA 


John Kadous 4 Tucson, AZ 


Terrail Lambert 5- 91 t Oxnard, CA 
Derek Landri NG b- ee Concord, CA Ambrose Wooden CB 5-11 1 Baltimore, MD 


Trevor Laws 6-1 29 Burnsville, MN Rob Woods J u Atlantic, IA 


Travis Leitko 6-6 The Woodlands, TX Tom Zbikowski 5 Arlington Hts., IL 


(6-6) 


L at Brigham Young 17-20 


Ww Michigan 28-20 
Ww at Michigan State 31-24 


Ww Washington 


Results 


Boston College 


w at Tennessee 


Pittsburgh 41 


Insight Bowl 


L Oregon State 38 


Individual Stats 


Interception 
Sacks: Tuc B 
Tackles for loss: Tuck 
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have to carry any games,” said junior 
strong safety Tom Zbikowski. 

The defense’s strongest unit may be 
the linebacking corps, anchored by fifth- 
year senior Brandon Hoyte. Corey Mays, 
also a fifth-year senior, steps into the 
starting lineup. 

The group 
Chinedum Ndukwe, who, if Freddie 


Parrish TV or Anthony Vernaglia prove 


could also include 


capable of stepping in at free safety, will 
move from the secondary to the passing 


backer spot. 

“He’s obviously one of those guys 
that’s going to be on the field,” Weis said. 
“It’s just going to be a question based off 
the best guys out there whether or not it'll 
be at safety or Apache (linebacker).” 

Mike Richardson, who started five 
games last year, is the only returning cor- 
nerback with experience. The other cor- 
ner spot is still up in the air, with sopho- 
mores Leo Ferrine, Junior Jabbie and 
Terrail Lambert battling. 

The defensive line, anchored by nose 
guard Derek Landri, should be solid. 
Defensive end Victor Abiamiri moves 
into a starting spot after serving as some- 
thing of a super sub the past two seasons. 
The other end likely will be manned by 
either Travis Leitko or Chris Frome. 
Brian Beidatsch, a fifth-year senior, will 
compete with junior Trevor Laws to 


replace Greg Pauly at defensive tackle. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

D.J. Fitzpatrick, who for at least parts 
of the past two seasons has handled both 
the punt and place-kicking duties, is the 
incumbent. Fitzpatrick is likely to hang 
on to the kicking job, but he may cede 
part to punter Geoff Price and kicker 
Bobby Renkes, who took over kickoff 
duties in the middle of last season. 

As for kickoff and punt returns, Weis 
feels the need for speed, which makes 
Brandon Harris 


walk-on — speedster 


a prime candidate for a spot. 


Notre Dame's Winning Trend 1995-2004 


| against Washington. ... His 


| downs, ... Ran for 112 yards J 


m™PAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER; / 


QB Brady Quinn 
Completed 54 percent of | 
passes for 2,586 yards and |. 
17 touchdown passes last 


season. ... 
high four 


Threw career- | 
touchdowns | 


432 ‘passing yards against | 4 
Purdue second-highest sin- | 
gle-game total in school | 
history, ... Had first touch- { 
down run of career against Michigan State. 


EMERGING STAR 


TB Darius Walker 

Set Notre Dame freshman 
record for rushing yards in 
a season with 786. ... Led 
the Irish with seven touch- 
downs, ... Almost single- | 
handedly beat Michigan in 
college debut, running for | 
115 yards and three touch- 


against Pittsburgh...Notched : 
10 receptions on the year, looks to increase total 
as starter in 2005. : 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR D.J, Hord { 
The 11th-ranked high 
school receiver in the nation | 
by Rivals.com. ... Selected) j 
the top player in the state 
of Missouri out of Rockhurst | 
High in Kansas City. ... gis 
At 6-1, 195, has the kind of i 
speed Notre Dame needs to j 
stretch defenses and make | 

big plays. ... Chosen for the 


| U.S. Army All-American Bowl, where he 


announced his decision to attend Notre Dame. ... 
Was one of Charlie Weis’ key recruits in an abbre- — 
viated recruiting season for the new coach. 
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BRADY QUINN 


Plenty of Talent and 
Advice to Go Around 


Every once in a while, Brady Quinn 
will oh-so-casually drop the name 
when he is talking to his football- 
playing buddies at other schools. 

“Joe” this, he'll say, or “Joe” that. 

“Sometimes, a couple of my best 
friends, they're down at different 
schools... Say they call me after I'm 
done talking to Joe Montana, I'll say, 
‘Oh yeah, I was just talking to Joe’,” 
Quinn said. “And theyll be like, 
‘Who’s Joe?’ And Ill be like, 


‘Montana’. 
“It's a good feeling, coming off and 
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hearing his advice,” Quinn said. 
“Obviously, you've just got to be 
a sponge and open up and hear every- 
thing he has to say.” 

Which is why, when Montana was on 
campus to serve as an honorary coach 
for Notre Dame’s annual spring football 
game on April 23, Quinn reminded him 
to pick up a new playbook. 

Just a junior, Quinn took over as 
Notre Dame’s starting quarterback four 
games into his college career. So when 
the Irish kick off the 2005 season 
Sept. 3 at Pittsburgh, Quinn will take 
the field with almost two full seasons 
as starter under his belt. 

Quinn’s talent is unquestioned. Last 
season, he completed 54 percent of his 
passes and tossed 17 touchdowns. His 
two-year total stands at 26, exactly 
the halfway point of the Notre Dame 
career record of 52, held by former 
quarterback and current director of 
personnel development Ron Powlus. 

But his two-year record as a starter 
is a pedestrian 10-11. 

The goal? Going from a quarterback 
who can put up merely numbers to one 
who, like Montana, can prop those 
numbers up with victories and champi- 
onships. 

Step one was delving into the new 
playbook, a behemoth tome that could 
require two hands to tote. 

Step two? Figuring out how to trans- 
late the teachings of coach Charlie 
Weis into the success of Montana. 
In New England, Weis helped transform 
sixth-round draft pick Tom Brady from 
afterthought to three-time Super Bowl 
winning quarterback. 

Montana, who knows a little some- 
thing about winning Super Bowls him- 
self — he claimed four titles with the 
San Francisco 49ers — and national 
championships (he quarterbacked the 
Irish 1977 title team) said Quinn is 
more than capable of doing that. 

“There's still a learning process on 
that end of it, and the leadership part, 
but I think he’s doing a tremendous job. 
He's got all the tools,” Montana said. 
“Tve always been excited about his capa- 
bilities of being a great quarterback.” 


Everyone from Harris to Maurice 
Stovall to Rhema McKnight to Tom 


Zbikowski is getting looks as returners. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


With four of its first five games on the 
road, the key to Notre Dame’s season is 
how well it survives the early stretch. 

The Irish open at Pittsburgh, which 
Dave 


Wannstedr, and then travel the following 


will be led by new coach 
week to Ann Arbor’s Michigan Stadium, 
the site of the 38-0 demolition they suf 
fered at the hands of the Wolverines two 
years ago. 

On Sept. 24, the Irish travel to 
Washington. The Huskies, who won just 
one game last season, aren't expected to 
be particularly good, but they will be led 
by Tyrone Willingham, whom Notre 
Dame dismissed as head coach on Nov. 
30, 2004. The highlight of the home 
schedule will be the Oct. 15 date against 
USC, which has beaten Notre Dame by 
31 points three consecutive years. 

— Avani Patel 


Patel is a staff writer for the 
Chicago Tribune 


Op a | ad | I | 


“Sept. 3 at Pittsburgh — 
“Sept. 10° "at Michigan — 
“Sept.17.~—«* Michigan State 
“Sept.24 —_—at Washington 
Oct. 1 at Purdue 
“Oct.15 USC 
“Oct. 22 ; BYU 
Nov. 5 Tennessee 
Nov. 12 Navy — 
Nov. 19 ~ Syracuse 
“Nov.26 —_ at Stanford — 
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Cubit returns; Will Wins and Touchdowns Follow? 


OFFENSE 


In the MAC, there appears to be only 
one way to play the game: Attack on offense 
and hope the defense takes care of itself. 

First-year Western Michigan head 
coach Bill Cubit won't go against the 
grain, bringing a wide-open game plan to 
the Broncos. Cubit had been the offen- 
sive coordinator for the Broncos during 
their glory years in the late ’90s under 
Gary Darnell. 

His son Ryan will be at the helm of the 
offense. The younger Cubit completed 
170 of 290 passes for 1,887 yards with 14 
TDs and 12 interceptions. 

The receiving corps is anchored by all- 
conference senior Greg Jennings, who has 
an array of moves and is very difficult to 
bring down. Jennings caught 74 passes 
for 1,092 yards and 11 touchdowns and 
will command the attention of opposing 
defenses. That should help big WR Brian 
Jackson (6-4, 207), who caught 19 passes 
for 224 yards a year ago. 

RB Trovon Riley is dependable, rush- 
ing for 691 yards, four TDs and averag- 
ing 4.0 yards per carry. 


DEFENSE 


After giving up 436 points and allow- 
ing 480.5 yards per game last year, there 
is nowhere to go but up. Cubit and 
defensive coordinator Scott Shafer (for- 
merly with Illinois) are not going to do 


anything fancy, but are hoping a return to 
ything fancy, ping 


fundamentals will bring significant 
improvement. 

The Broncos are going to a basic 4-3 
defensive alignment after previously 
using a 4-2-5. 

Junior Paul Tithof, who had 56 tackles 
last season, including 12 for loss and four 
sacks, will man the strongside and be the 
key to the linebacker unit. 

The defensive line needs to improve. 
Senior tackles Paul Moersch (6-4, 291) 
and Joe Alvarez (6-1, 248) are expected to 
shut down the interior running game; 
they combined for 62 tackles, including 
eight for loss. Ends Anthony Belmonte 
and Matt Ludeman will try to improve a 
pass rush that came up with only 20 sacks 
last season. 

Junior Jimmie Vincent will start at one 
corner, but a newcomer will man the other 
spot. Junior college transfer Brandon 
Henderson and true freshman E.J. Biggers 
are expected to battle for that job, and 


both should see significant action. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Untested Nate Meyer has a good 
chance at winning the place-kicking job. 
He has a strong leg and booted a 50- 
yarder last year but missed his other three 
attempts. He'll battle Mike Jones for the 
job. Sophomore Jim Laney averaged 48.0 
yards on three punts in the spring game 


and has the inside track at the starting job. 


— Steve Silverman 
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D ve Wannstedt — At Pitt and overall: 


=ane 


ote Plo, WR Greg Lee, or Charles. 


till in ‘fine shape, ‘The addition of 
pgraded running game should com- 
it the already potent passing Bain 


od, ‘but there is little seca 
jury could be devastating. ‘a 


} 
ty 


Vince Crochunis, DT Dan Stephens, — 
Malcolm Postell, C Justin Belarski 


‘Festa Bowl berth. There is plenty of talent 
ft over, and the Panthers should battle _ 
isy ile for the conference championship. 


The Wannstedt Way: Panthers Will be Physical 


When Dave Wannstedt was introduced 
as Pitt’s head football coach last December, 
he made it clear the Panthers would have 
a new direction and philosophy. 

“Everyone wants to talk about quarter- 
backs and receivers,” he said, “I want to 
talk about linemen.” 

Former coach Walt Harris built his 
teams around skill position players and 
a vertical passing game. 

But Wannstedt, who is a former Pitt 
offensive linemen, is a throwback to the 
days of smash mouth football and he 
wants to mold a team that plays the way 
he did — tough and physical. 

He brought in Matt Cavanaugh, a for- 
mer college teammate, as his offensive 
coordinator and charged him with the 
task of scrapping the Panthers’ pass- 
happy offense in favor of a more tradi- 
tional pro-style attack with an emphasis 
on the power run game. 

In order to get the Panthers prepared 
for the transition, Wannstedt ran a gruel- 
ing spring camp with an emphasis on hit- 
ting and tackling. The Panthers ran more 
off-tackle plays in one session than they 
seemingly did in Harris’ eight years. 

The Panthers might not yet have the 
personnel to play the game the way 
Wannstedt would like, but spring drills 
were spirited and the Panthers found a bit 
of a snarl they've lacked in the past. 

“Last year, we backed up on every play 


to pass block and we were always on our 


heals,” said starting right tackle Mike 
McGlynn. “ 


moving forward and we'll be the ones 


This year, we're going to be 


handing out the beating. That's what 


I love about this new offense.” 


OFFENSE 


The most critical position battle in fall 
camp will be at tailback, where about 
eight players are vying for the starting job. 

The early edge goes to freshman 


240- 


pound power runner, fitting the mold of 


Rashad Jennings, who is a 6-1, 


what Wannstedt wants in a featured back. 
Jennings had an excellent spring and 
impressed coaches with his ability to get 
tough yards after contact. 

Pitt struggled to recruit offensive line- 
men under the previous regime, and the 
result is a severe lack of depth up front. 
The starting five, however, can become 
very good. Freshman left guard Dominic 
Williams was one of the pleasant surpris- 
es of spring, and senior left tackle 
Charles Spencer has successfully made 
the move from guard, looking like he'll 
be a dominating force. 

The receiving corps is still young, but 
there is no lack of talent, starting with 
Greg Lee, who developed into one of the 
top receivers in the country last year. 
While the running game develops, the 
strength of offense clearly will be junior 
quarterback Tyler Palko and his talented 


receivers. 
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DEFENSE 


Wannstedt was a successful defensive 
coordinator in the NFL, and his defenses 
were always built on a two simple philoso- 
phies — speed and attack. 

That's why his first order of business was 
to put most of Pitt’s players on a diet, as he 
believed the defenders weren't fast enough to 
make plays consistently. He asked some 
players to trim as much as 20 pounds. 

He also moved several players to different 
positions in order to take advantage of their 
talents. The most significant changes includ- 
ed moving All-Big East linebacker H.B. 
Blades to the middle and two-year starter 
Thomas Smith from end to tackle. 

Both moves will shore up the middle of 


the Panthers defense, and in turn, Pitt 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 Stats: 87.8 ypg rushing (6th in Big East/105th in NCAA), 260.1 passing (3rd/24th), 357.8 total offense (6th/72nd), 27.1 ppg (Srd/48th) 


FOS 


STARTER ¥R 


QB Tyler Palko* 


COMMENT 


Jr. A Heisman hopeful, he made comebacks his specialty last year. 


BACKUPAEY DEPTH 
Joe Flacco, So. 


TB Rashad Jennings 


Fr. Prototypical power runner who fits well in Wannstedt’s system. 


Ray Kirkley, Sr.* 


FB Tim Murphy Sr. He will have more competition for this job in the fall. Kellen Campbell, Sr.* 
WR Joe DelSardo” So. He's only 5-8, but he has great hands and runs great routes. Marcel Pestano, So. 
WR Greg Lee* Jr. Developing into the Panthers’ next great one. Derek Kinder, So. 

TE — Erik Gill* Sr. His specialty is blocking, but he developed as a receiver last year. Steve Buches, Jr. 


LT Charles Spencer* 


Sr. Converted guard who could become Big East’s best tackle. 


Jerald Robinson, Fr. 


LG Dominic Williams 


Fr. He had an excellent spring and shored up a key position. 


Mike DeLuca, So, 


C Joe Villani 


Sr. A converted tackle, he works as hard as anyone on the team. 


Chris Vangas, So. 


RG John Simonitis* 


Jr. Two-year starter has been slowed by injuries. 


Dave Weber, Fr. 


RT Mike McGlynn* 


“Returning starter 


So. Talented, emotional leader who could be team’s best lineman. 


Neal Tracey, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 Stats: 140.2 ypg rushing (3rd in Big East/48th in NCAA), 255.2 passing (7th/100th), 395.4 total defense (4th/7rd), 24.0-ppy (4th/44th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Chris McKillop So. Acconverted fullback, he was impressive in the spring. Charles Sallet, Jr.* 
DT Phil Tillman Sr. If he can keep his weight down, he could plug a big hole. Craig Bokor, Fr. 
DT Thomas Smith’ Sr. Aconverted end, he has all the tools to be a great tackle. Nick Williams, Fr. 
DE Joe Clermond So. He only weighs about 240 pounds, but he is lightning quick. Vernon Botts, Jr. 
WLB Brian Bennett Jr. A smart, physical player who is one of the team’s surest tacklers. J.J. Horne, Sr. 


MLB H.B. Blades* Jr. 


The heart and soul of the defense has moved to the middle, 


Clint Session, Jr.* 


SLB DerronThomas So. 


Came on strong as middle ‘backer late last season. 


Scott McKillop, Fr. 


CB Darrelle Revis* So. 


He is one of the most physical corners in the country. 


Reggie Carter, Sr. 


Qa 


B Josh Lay* Sr. 


Came into his own last year and now has eyes on the NFL. 


Kennard Cox, Fr. 


SS Mike Phillips So. 


A hard-hitting corner last year, he’s made a smooth transition. 


Jemeel Brady, So, 


FS Tez Morris* Sr. 
“Returning starter 


should be more consistent against the run. 
The defensive ends will be called on to rush 
the passer more than in the past, and most 
of the candidates on both sides are under- 
sized and fast. 

With Blades in the middle, the strongside 
linebacker spot falls to sophomore Derron 
Thomas, who was one of the Panthers’ most 
improved players last season. Thomas is not 
as polished as Blades, but is more athletic, 
so the transition should be a smooth one. 

The strength of the defense will again be 
the secondary, led by physical corners Josh 
Lay and Darrelle Revis. Free safety Tez 
Morris is a four-year starter and one of the 
hardest hitters on the team. Mike Phillips, 
a converted cornerback, had an excellent 


spring at strong safety. 


A three-year starter, his specialty is hitting ... hard. 


Eric Thatcher, Fr. 


Among the tackles, only Smith appears to 
be ready to play. The end spots are still up in 


the air, so this is an area of concern. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game is among the nation’s 
best. Punter/kickoff specialist Adam 
Graessle and place-kicker Josh Cummings 
were each selected first-team All-Big East last 
season. 

Cummings made 18 of 27 field goal 
attempts, including three game-winners. 
Graessle averaged a Big East-best (13th in 
NCAA) 43.3 yards per punt and placed 17 
punts inside the 20. He may have been even 
better kicking off as he forced a touchback 
17 times in 61 kickoffs. 


— Paul Zeise 
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Hometown School 


BACHMAN, John OL 6-4, 260 Moon Township, PA Moon Area 
Four-year letterman... Associated Press Pennsylvania Class AAA All-State... All-Parkway Conference selection on both sides of the 
ball as a junior and senior... Rated the No. 33 prospect in Pennsytvania by Rivals.com. 


BOKOR, Craig OL 6-4, 280 Aliquippa, PA Hopewell/Valley Forge Military Academy 

After onginally signing with Pitt in 2004... Will have true freshman eligibility for the 2005 season... Rivals.com ranks him as one of 
the nationis top 25 prep school prospects (No. 21)... Compiled 128 tackles and nine sacks over his final two high school seasons... 
Was rated the nationis No, 23 defensive tackle prospect by Rivals.com as a high school senior. 


BROOKS, Shane RB 5-10, 230 Duquesne, PA Duquesne 
Two-time Associated Press Pennsylvania Al-State... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Rushed for 1,545 yards and 13 touch- 
downs as a senior... Rated No. 20 prospect in Pennsylvania and No. 35 running back nationally by Rivals.com 


BROWN, |rvan RB 6-0, 185 Brewerton, NY Paul ¥, Moore 
Rushed for more than 3,000 yards in his final two seasons... The Post-Standard Al-Central New York... Rated as New York's No. 12 
prospect by Rivals.com... Also a basketball and track standout. 


BROWN, John OL 6-3, 295 Lower Burrell, PA Burrell 


Three-year starter on both sides of the ball... Associated Press Pennsylvania Class AA All-State... Conference Lineman of the Year. 
Rated Pennsytvania’s No. 14 prospect by Rivals.com... Father, John Sr., a Patt tight end from 1979-82, caught the winning touchdown 
pass from Dan Marino in the 1982 Sugar Bowl as the Panthers defeated Georgia, 24-20. 


CAMPBELL Tommie 08 6-2, 190 Aliquipga, PA Aliquippa 

Associated Press Pennsylvania Class AA All-State..Led team with 26 catches for 502 yards and eight touchdowns as _ 4 Senior. 
Had 74 tacides and four interceptions, returning one for 2 TD.. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Rated Pennsylvaniais No. 39 
prospect by Rivals.com. 


COLLINS, Conredge RB 5-11, 225 Coconut Creek, FL Monsignor Edward Pace 
Rushed for 1,328 yards (7.5 avg.) and 21 touchdowns as a senior... Had 18 receptions for 219 yards and five TDs... Had 4,331 rush- 
ing yards and 52 rushing TDs for his career... Rated the No. 24 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com. 


DAVIS, C.J. OL 6-2, 290 Oakdale, PA West Allegheny 
Starred on the offensive and defensive lines... Associated Press Pennsylvania Class AAA All-State as an offensive lineman... Helped 
the Indians average nearly 34 points per game_.. Rated Pennsylvania’a No. 34 prospect by Rivals.com. 


DELL Steve LB 6-2, 230 Lake Worth, FL Santaluces CC 
Enrolled at Pittsburgh in January and will have true freshman eligibility for the 2005 season... All-Palm Beach County and All- 
Suncoast Conference... Selected to play in the Outback Steakhouse All-Star Game. 


DUHART, Tommie OL 6-2, 275 Belle Glade, FL Glades Central 
Had 58 tackles, 11 tackles for loss and four sacks as a senior... Team had unbeaten regular seasons each of his final two years... AS 
tight end, had five receptions for 124 yards. 


DUNCAN, Rashaad DL 6-1, 280 Belle Glade, FL Glades Central 
All-Palm Beach County... All-Western Conference ... Had 62 tackles, 16 tackles for loss and nine quarterback sacks his senior year. 
Selected to play in Outback Steakhouse All-Star Game. 


FULMER, Doug LB 6-3, 210 Syracuse, NY Henninger 
Four-year starter at defensive back... Two-time first-team Al-Central New York... Had 62 tackles, four interneptions and three sacks 
as a senior. Averaged 21.4 yards per reception and scored 12 touchdowns... Had 17 career interceptions. 


FFUITISLEPES FPELCFRLIIT HITE 


Hometown School 


HUGHES, Kevin oL 6-3, 280 Allendale, NJ Northern Highlands 
Seoond-team All-New Jersey by the Star-Ledger... Also played on the defensive line and was teamis long snapper. 


JENNINGS, Rashad RB 6-2, 260 Forest, VA Lynchburg Christian Academy 
Enrolled in January and will have true freshman eligibility for 2005... As a senior, averaged 10.3 yards per carry with 1,978 yards and 
scored 33 total touchdowns... Rated one of the top 25 prospects in Virginia by Rivals.com as a senior. 


JONES, Derrel DL 6-1, 05 Accokeek, MD Westlake 

Three-year starter at defensive tackle... Had 63 tackles, 17 tackles for losses, 6.5 sacks, four fumble recoveries, thre2 caused fum- 
bles and five pass breakups as a senior... Graded at almost 85% at offensive tackle... Rated one of the nationis top 30 defensive tack- 
le prospects by Rivals.com. 


MCGEE, Cedric wR 6-1, 19 Piantation, FL Plantation 
Second-team All-Florida GA (highest classification)... Had 1,026 yards on 51 catches (20.1 avg.) his final two seasons... Rated one 
of the top 100 players in Flonida by Rivals.com. 


MURRAY, Shane OB 6-1, 185 Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Led team to 29-2 record over the last two seasons...As a senior, threw for 1,485 yards and 20 touchdowns, while running for 476 
yards and four TDs... As a starter at free safety, had five interceptions and two fumble recoveries... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 
22... Rated the No. 40 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com. 


MUSTAKAS, Gus DL 6-3, 250 Pembroke Pines, FL Chaminade-Madonna Prep 
Starter at both defensive tackle and tight end... Sun-Sentinel All Broward County on both sides of the bell... Had 30 pancake blocks 
and 10 receptions for 249 yards with three touchdowns... Also was the holder on placekicks. Team captain. 


PELUSI, John TE 6-3, 240 Allison Park, PA Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Associated Press Pennsylvania Class AAA All-State. Three-year starter at tight end and defensive end... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Fabulous 22... Rated the No. 18 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Father, John, was the starting center for Pittburgh’s 1976 
national championship team. 


STEPHENS, LaRod RB 5-7, 165 Johnstown, PA Greater Johnstown 

Rushed for 4,597 career yards, averaging 8.9 yards per carry... Rushed for 57 career touchdowns... Averaged 9.97 yards per carry 
as a senior... Selected one of the top 50 National Players of the Year by Old Spice Red Zone... Rated Pennsylvania's No. 22 prospect 
and one of the nation’s top 60 athletes by Rivals.com. 


STULL Bill 08 6-3, 200 Pittsburgh, PA Seton-LaSalle 
Threw for 3,310 yards and 40 touchdowns with 15 interceptions as a senior... Threw for 5,572 career yards and 62 touchdowns in 
his career... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Rated Pennsylvaniais No. 13 prospect by Rivals.com. 


TURNER, Oderick WR 6-2, 180 Teaneck, NJ Teaneck 
Compiled over 1,600 yards receiving during his senior and junior seasons... Three-year starter on both sides of the ball... Had 37 
receptions for 785 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior ... Had 13 interceptions in three varsity seasons. 


WILLIAMS, Bryan OB 5-11, 195 Akron, OH John R. Buchtel 
First-team All-Ohio Division Ili... Ran for 1,897 yards and 26 scores as a senior... Had 52 tackles and eight interceptions, retuming 
one for a TD... The Plain Dealer Defensive Player of the Year.. Rated the No. 30 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com 


WILLIAMS, Ernest (Mick) 8 6-4, 260 Monessen, PA Monessen 
Associated Press Pennsylvania Class A All-State... Also was an outstanding fullback, rushing for 1,109 yards and 13 touchdowns on 
131 carries (8.5 avg. )his final season... Rivals.com rates him the No. 8 fullback nationally and No. 15 prospect in Pennsytvania. 


FA LOK FAT THE FFUITHEFRS 


——S ——— 
ARlesults Individual Stats Schedule 
(8-4, 4-2) 

— Sept. 3 Notre Dame 
“Ww Ohio 24-3 
“4 1 Nebraska 11-24 » 4 Sept. 10 at Ohio 
a 
“WwW Furman OT 41-38 Sept. 17 at Nebraska 
ot at Connecticut 17-23 Sept. 24 Youngstown State 

W at Temple 27-22 ; 

, Sept. 30 at Rutgers 
WwW Boston College 0720-17 , 
Gh. 1. =... =e Aaa 

Ww nes Nal Oct. 8 Cincinnati 
‘el at Syracuse 207 31-38 Oct. 15 South Florida 
Gehl a be ce Aa a MA . 
WwW at Notre Dame 41-38 Oct. 22 Syracuse 
See See Westie ats Nov. 3 at Louisville 
Wat South Florida 43-14 
SSS SSE Nov. 12 Connecticut 
i Fiesta Bowl 
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REAL DOCTORS 


R. BASED (SiGe E N° CoE 


DOES SIZE REALLY 
MATTER TO YOUR LOVER? 


MORE THAN YOU CAN POSSIBLY IMAGINE! ° 


But The Penis Enlargement System You Choose Matters Even 
PENIS ENHANCEMENT BREAKTHROUGH 


MAGNA-RX+ Penis Enhancement Formula is absolutely the easiest, fastest, doctor recommended way to add massive, pulsating, 
and explosive pure manhood to satisfy your lover like never before! In just a few short weeks, you'll be amazed as you watch your 
penis grow into the biggest, thickest, hardest one she's ever had and the one she'll remember forever and ever! No penis enlargement 
system or pill is easier to use, works faster, or is more effective than MAGNA-RX+: GUARANTEED, or YOUR MONEY BACK! 


R ELALE. RYE “SURES ESy! 


ore! 


ORGASMIC THRUST ACTIVATION™ 


Only MAGNA-RX+ pills contain the exclusive trademarked, Orgasmic Thrust 
Activation process. This factor alone would make MAGNA-RX+ the most 
powerful Penis Enhancement Formula available at any price. Not only do 
men report amazing increases in length, thickness, and endurance, but also 
they are equally delighted by the sheer intensity and concentrated power of 
their orgasms (as are their very satisfied lovers)! 


<~™_ THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE 
PENIS ENHANCEMENT FORMULA 
AND STILL GROWING! 


With millions sold, demand for MAGNA-RX+ has exploded 
worldwide as word of mouth has spread about what many 
medical experts have called the world’s most powerful Penis 
Enhancement Formula. In one of this country’s state-of-the- 


THE DOCTOR BEHIND 
MAGNA-RX® 


The genius behind MAGNA-RX+ is 
George Aguilar M.D., a Board 
Certified Urologist who has treated 
over 70,000 patients with erectile 
problems. He is a 
member of both 
the College of 
Urology, and the 
director of 46 
urologists. He is 
also a past presi- 
dent of his State 

* Society of urolo- 
gists. Over three years ago, Dr. Aguilar 


MAGNA-RX 


TOPICAL LOTIO® 


60-day supply included in this special offer. We could easily make MAGNA- 
RX+ much weaker in order to have you buy more like some companies do. 
Instead, we focus on getting the best results as quickly as possible. That’s the 
secret of our success! With the MAGNA-RX+ System, you can skyrocket 2", 
3°, even 5° in 60 days or less — with nothing else to buy ever again! 


BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE! SAVE $59.95! 


If you're ready to become the biggest man you can be, then order your supply 
of MAGNA-RX+ today! See for yourself what thousands of satisfied men (and 
their lovers) have already discovered: MAGNA-RX¢+ is the world’s #1 best-sell- 
ing Penis Enhancement Formula for one very simple reason: IT WORKS & 
NOTHING ELSE CAN COMPARE! 

Need another reason to try MAGNA-RX+? How about 50% OFF our regu- 
lar price! MAGNA-RX+ normally retails for $59.95 for a 30-day supply, but if 
you order now we'll include a second month's supply absolutely FREE! 


made the amazing discovery that is now 
known as MAGNA-RX+, a powerful 
natural Penis Enhancement Formula. 
Using this potent formula daily, his 
patients dramatically increased their 
erectile size, performance, and pleas- 
ure in only a few short weeks. Best of 
all MAGNA-RX+"s breakthrough herbal 
formula is 100% natural and safe, with 
no known side effects. 


MAGNA-RX PRODUCTS 
ARE AVAILABLE AT: 


ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


Dr. Aguilar’s MAGNA-RX® TOPICAL LOTION 


Potency And Stimulation Enhancer That Works From The Outside In! 
Dr. Aguilar’s new, fast-acting, powerful topical lotion can be used any time you want to guarantee to 
give you biggest and best lovemaking performance. Only moments after you rub it in, you'll actually 
start to feel the potent botanicals of this amazing new transdermal lotion go to work as it safely 
increases blood flow for maximum erectile size and stimulation. However, when this state-of-the-art 
lotion is used in conjunction with MAGNA-RX¢+ pills, please be prepared for massive increments of 
peak sexual performance and unparalleled euphoric pleasure for both you and your partner! 


30-Day Supply $59.95 FREE WITH MAGNA-RX+ PILLS 
ALPHA MALE PLUS™ Meet Nature's #1 Super Stud! 


Alpha Male Plus is a medical doctor's amazing, all-natural male hormonal stimulant that contains 
pure Wapiti Elk Extract. Scientists believe the male Wapiti Elk possesses the strongest sex drive in 
nature allowing him to repeat a “world-class” performance again in as little as three minutes. And 
he has been known to mate up to 20 times in a row! Until you experience the power of Alpha Male 
Plus for yourself, you won't believe men are capable of having almost non-stop sex, experiencing the 
male equivalent of intense euphoric pleasure associated with multiple orgasms. By safely combining 
the Wapiti Elk Extract with other potent nutrients, a revolutionary formula has been created to turn 
almost any average man into a virtual super stud overnight. 


30-Day Supply $39.95 


GNC Live Well 


TRX A Testosterone Enhancer For Producing Massive Results! 

As reported in the cover story of the January 19, 2004 TIME magazine (page 72) testosterone is the 
#1 factor that determines your sexual desire and your ability to perform in the bedroom. TRX is a 
revolutionary, all-natural, doctor designed and endorsed formula that many medical experts are call- 
ing the most powerful testosterone pre-cursor and enhancer ever without a prescription. 
WARNING: Please use TRX only if you want to: be infused with intense passion and desire; experi- 
ence extreme stamina and performance; produce monstrous erections; establish a beastly reputation 
for giving ultimate satisfaction again and again. 


30-Day Supply $39.95 


LAVA™ Natural Libido Enhancer For Women Will Set Her On Fire! 
LAVA For Women is a fast-acting (use only with her permission) doctor-designed passion formula to help 
quickly stimulate female desire, performance, and ultimate satisfaction over and over again. You'll find the 
results irresistible as she erupts and overflows with intense pleasure. 


30-Day Supply $39.95 for! 
nly 


AW 
“= Get Everything On This Page - SAVE $239.75! 


A $329 7, 
Values y 


" art pharmaceutical laboratories, a dedicated 
team of biochemists has meticulously worked 
around the clock to produce enough of 
MAGNA-RX+'s proprietary, all-natural botanical 
formula for men, just like yourself, who want a 
bigger, thicker, more energetic penis fast! 


NOTHING ELSE TO 
BUY EVER AGAIN! 


The MAGNA-RX+ Formula is so powerful, so 
effective, so complete, we 100% guarantee that 
you'll NEVER have to purchase any more than the 


FREE GIFT! MAGNA-RX TOPICAL LOTION 


Hurry! For a limited time when you order MAGNA-RX¢ pills, we'll also include 
ABSOLUTELY FREE a full 30-day supply of Dr. Aguilar’s new and amazing 
MAGNA-RX Topical Lotion — an $89.95 value! (Limit one per household.) 


100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


We are so confident that MAGNA-RX+ will transform you into another 


HUGELY SATISFIED MAGNA MAN that we offer you an UNCONDITIONAL 
100% 60-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE and either way, please keep 
the MAGNA-RX Topical Lotion as our FREE GIFT to you! 


Visit Our Website: www.freemagnarx.com 


Send to: MAGNA-RX, INC. DEPT. LFA-05 
POST OFFICE BOX 6879, THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA 91359 


OCheck OMoney Order OCash 


Please RUSH the following. | enclose $. 


COOMAGNA-RX+® (30-Day Supply) GET AN ADDITIONAL 30-DAY SUPPLY FREE! 
for only $59.95 


plus FREE MAGNA-RX@ Topical Lotion — A $209.85 ValU@! ........cccccsccseecssnes 
COOMAGNA-RX® Topical Lotion (30-Day Supply) Regularly $89.95 — SAVE $30! 
CALPHA MALE PLUS™ (30-Day Supply) Experience multiple orgasms 
OOTRX™ (30-Day Supply) Testosterone enhancer. 
OLAVA™ (30-Day Supply) Libido enhancer for women .. 


COOMAGNA-RX+ (60-Days), FREE MAGNA-RX Lotion (30-Days), ALPHA MALE PLUS (30-Days), 
TRX (30-Days), and LAVA (30-Days) - A $329.70 Value! 


Shipping, Handling and Delivery Insurance... 


Foreign Orders ADD $10 S&H (Remit i U.S. PUNAS) ......csssesssssessessecessnstneesssensnnes . 
TOTAL ENCLOSED CHARGED 8505.:s:sesseschertooctstotessecobes toss sectbeanost waberstictoe tees 
Charge my OVISA OM/C COAMEX ODISC Expiration Date t 
Credit Card Account Number and 3-digit Security Code found on back of card or 4-digits on front of AMEX: 
Code. 
Signature X 


Order Toll-Free 1-866-299-0759 ¢ Fax Anytime 1-818-991-0462 


Name (print), 


Address, 


City/State/ZIP. 


MAGNA-RX+® Is a Registered Trademark. All Rights Reserved. individual results may vary. These statements have not been evelusted 
by the Food and Drug Administration. These products are not intended fo diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. 


T A GLANCE 


7-5 overall, 5-3 C-USA (T-2nd) 


Mark Dantonio: At Cincinnati and overall: 
7-5, 1 year 


~ RETURNING STARTERS 


8; 3 offense, 3 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


TE Brent Celek, RB Bradley Glatthaar, 
WR Earnest Jackson, DE Adam Roberts, 
LB Jon Carpenter, CB Antoine Horton, 
FS Haruki Nakamura 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


There is improving talent and depth 
among the younger classes, especially at 
RB and WR. There is enthusiasm for the 
move to the Big East, and this is a pro- 
gram that is used to winning, having 
been to four bowls in the past five years. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Bearcats are young and inexperienced 
throughout the depth chart, with as many 
as 10 true freshmen expected to play. 
That's not a good thing with a more 
demanding schedule and uncertainty 

at several spots, including quarterback. 


QB Gino Guidugli, RB Richard Hall, 
DE Trent Cole, DE Andre Frazier, 

LB Tyjuan Hagler, LB Jamar Enzor, 
SS Doug Monaghan, CB Daven Holly 


Dantonio and his staff have improved 
Cincinnati's recruiting the past two years, 
as well as the enthusiasm surrounding the 
program as it heads into the Big East. 
Still, the Bearcats will need some time to 
develop these young players into a Big 
East bowl contender. 


Bearcats Starting Over in More Ways Than One 


Change is constant in college football, 
but it’s abundant at Cincinnati. The 
Bearcats are attempting to replace 25 sen- 
iors and 16 starters, all while moving 
from Conference USA to the Big East. 

“This is a very exciting time for us,” 
second-year coach Mark Dantonio said. 

“From an exposure standpoint, from the 
standpoint of our fans, this is a big move 
because it’s a BCS conference and if we do 
well in the conference we're going to be able 
to play in a New Year's Day bowl game.” 

That might not happen right away 
with a team that returns only eight 
starters, but “it’s a vision we've had at 
Cincinnati for a while,” Dantonio said. 

After playing eight true freshmen on 
the way to a 7-5 finish and a bowl trip in 
2004, Dantonio is counting on as many 
as 10 true freshmen this year. 

“We'll have 56 players who will be in 
their first or second year and we'll have 
only 11 seniors this season, so we'll be 
extremely young,” Dantonio said. “We're 
going to play young players, but we've 
also got 36 players who've played and 


we've got to build on that.” 


OFFENSE 


The most pressing issue is finding a 
quarterback after losing four-year starter 
Gino Guidugli. 


Dustin Grutza took the lead in the 


Redshirt freshman 
spring, directing his squad to victory in 
the spring game. 


“He makes good decisions, he’s tough, 


he has the mobility to get out of a bad sit- 
uation and still find the open guy,” 
Dantonio said. “He was the bright spot 
for us in the spring.” 

Still, the coaches don’t plan on announc- 
ing a starting quarterback until mid-August 
as they keep an eye on juco recruit Nick 
Davila and incoming freshmen Craig Casey 
and Dominick Goodman. 

The Bearcats also have plenty of work 
to do up front where they must replace 
four starting linemen. Left tackle Steve 


Eastlake returns to provide a strong 


anchor and tight end Brent Celek 
helps, too — but first-year line coach Dan 
Roushar is still looking for many answers. 

By the end of spring, senior Ryan 
Brown and junior Jeff Reinstatler stood 
out among the guards while former tight 
end Digger Bujnoch continued to 
improve at tackle. Redshirt freshman 
Trevor Canfield also impressed the coach- 
es with his first spring. 

“The rest of our offensive line is a very 
competitive situation,” Dantonio said. 
“We're still trying to find the right com- 
bination.” 

The Bearcats have to replace starters at 
wide receiver and running back. The 
good news is that young players such as 
back Bradley 


Glatthaar and sophomore wide receiver 


sophomore — running 
Earnest Jackson saw extensive playing 
time in 2004 and continued to improve 
in the spring. 


“Those are two guys we're counting 
gu) 
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on,” Dantonio said. 


DEFENSE 


The defensive rebuilding process starts up 
front after the loss of cornerstone ends Trent 
Cole and Andre Frazier, as well as a starting 
defensive tackle and all three linebackers. 

The loss of Cole and Frazier does, 
however, allow senior Adam Roberts to 
move from tackle to his more natural 
position at end. He made the move look 
smart with three sacks in the spring game. 
The Bearcats also are excited about the 
potential of sophomore end Anthony 
Hoke, the former Ohio defensive player 
of the year who was selected to the C- 
USA All-Freshman team. 


The Bearcats struggled this spring to 


2005 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2004 stats: 188 ypy rushing (4th in C-USA/28th NCAA), 222 ypy passing (8th/50th), 405 ypg total offense (4th/30th), 28.7 ppg(Sth/41st) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


QB Dustin Grutza Fr. Big spring, bigger shoes to fill. Nick Davila, Jr. 

RB Bradley Glatthaar So. Top backs good mix of size, speed. Butler Benton, So. 

FB Doug Jones* $0. Big, bruising former tight end. Brad Bury, Fr. 

WR __ Earnest Jackson $0. Former prep QB making quick impact. Bill Poland, Jr. 

WR Derick Ross Sr. Veteran fighting youngsters for spot. Antwuan Giddens, So. 
TE Brent Celek* Jr. Capable receiver and blocker. Hank Davis, So. 

LT Steve Eastlake* Sr. Only returning starter on O-line. J.P. Simon, So. 

LG Ryan Brown Sr. More experience than other new starters. Jeremy Bolton, So. 

C Matt Webster Sr. Still has job to win, lots to prove. Joel Yakovac, Sr. 


RG Jeff Reinstatler Jr. 


Battling to hold off rising Canfield. 


Trevor Canfield, Fr. 


RT Digger Bujnoch So. 


*Returning starter 


Ex-tight end making fast adjustment. 


Frank Staub, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2004 stats: 147 ypg rushing (Sth C-USA /58th NCAA), 194 ypy passing (8rd/26th), 341 ypg total defense (2nd/38th), 26.7 ppg (Srd/69th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Anthony Hoke So. Ex-Ohio defensive player of year. Donald Germany, Jr. 
DT —_ Jordan Roth So. Tackle jobs are wide open. D'arrell Brown, Jr. 

DT Jon Newton So. Tackles jobs are wide open, Part Il. Jamie Wimmer, Jr. 


DE Adam Roberts* Sr. 


Moving from DT to natural position. 


Michael Brown, Sr. 


LB Jon Carpenter $0. 


Making impressive move from fullback. 


Angelo Craig, So. 


LB. Kevin McCullough =r. 


One of two LB spots open for competition. 


Leo Morgan, Jr. 


LB Lamonte Nelms Fr. Other LB spot open for competition. Ryan Manalac, Fr. 
CB Antoine Horton* Jr. UC’s best returning DB. K.L. Smith, Fr. 

CB John Bowie Jr. Weak link in secondary chain. Walter Dudley, Sr. 
SS Dominic Ross* Jf. Battling injured JaJuan Hall for job. Terry Arnold, Jr. 


FS Haruki Nakamura — So. 
“Returning starter 


find what they were looking for at tackle. 
Young players there include redshirt 
freshman Adam Hopple. 

“We've got some outstanding freshmen 
coming in,” Dantonio said. “We'll probably 
look for some of them to step in and play.” 

At linebacker, sophomore Jon Carpenter 
turned out to be one of the best surprises of 
the spring after moving from fullback. 

“He's an extremely hard worker, very 
quick, very powerful, gets off blocks,” 
Dantonio said. “He’s shown he'll be a 
player for us at linebacker.” 

Even with the loss of two starters, the 
secondary returns four players with play- 
ing experience, including junior corner- 
and _ safeties 


back Antoine Horton 


Dominic Ross and JaJuan Hall. The play- 


Rising star ready to make impact. 


Scott Chillinsky, Fr. 


er who really has the coaches excited is true 
sophomore free safety Haruki Nakamura. 
“He’s an excellent football player,” 


Dantonio said. “He'll be a factor for us.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kevin Lovell won the kicking job as a 
juco transfer in 2004 and continued to 
improve in the spring. Senior punter 
Chet Ervin is battling junior Brian Steel 
and redshirt freshman Kevin Huber after 
a competitive spring. 

Reserve running back Mike Daniels 
will be returning punts and kicks again. 
The coaches are expecting more big plays 
from a 5-7, 185-pound junior who is still 
looking to fulfill his potential. 

— Richard Scott 
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Bowling Green has MAC’s Next Great GB 


Great quarterbacks have dominated the 
MAC since Marshall's Chad Pennington threw 
40 touchdown passes in 1997. 

Byron Leftwich followed with stunning 
numbers of his own, then Josh Haris, Ben 
Roethlisberger and Charlie Frye. 

The next generation of outstanding MAC 
quarterbacks will lead their teams to the 
forefront of the conference race this season. 

Bowling Green’s Omar Jacobs, the MAC 
Offensive Player of the Year last season when 
he set a MAC record and led the nation with 
41 TD passes, should take the Falcons to their 
first conference title since 1992. 

Bowling Green moved to the East Division 
to help MAC balance following the departure 
of Marshall and Central Florida for C-USA. 


The Falcons have quality receivers, versa- 
tile backs and a very reliable offensive line — 
enough to overwhelm opponents with points. 

Two-time East defending champ Miami has 
an efficient, quality quarterback in senior 
Josh Betts, who has enough high-caliber tal- 
ent around him to push the Falcons. 

In the West, Toledo’s Bruce Gradkowski 
should once again use the Rockets’ spread 
offense to divide and conquer. The senior has 
been second in the nation in completion per- 
centage in each of the past two seasons. 

Toledo has a wealth of talent at running 
back, and enough athletes at wide receiver to 
run the ultra-productive screens and short 
routes. The defense will be good enough to 
make the Rockets tough to catch. 


Northern Illinois should be the team pres- 
suring Toledo. The power of the Huskies’ run- 
ning game takes some pressure off junior 
QB Phil Horvath. Tailbacks Garrett Wolfe and 
A.J. Harris combined for 2,478 yards and 22 
touchdowns in 2004, making them the top 
retuming combination in the country. 

Those four teams are a level above the rest 
of the MAC. New coaching staffs have been in 
place for two seasons or less at Ohio, Kent 
State, Akron, Eastern Michigan, Ball State, 
Central Michigan and Western Michigan. 
Buffalo is improving, but chases a moving 
target. None of these have the skill and big- 
play capability at quarterback to contend 
with the league's elite teams. 

— Matt Markey 


MAC Picks 


GOOD NEWS 


BAD NEWS 


OUR CALL 


1. Bowling Green 


2. Miami MAC's top CB (Darrell Hunter), KR (Ryne Success allowed coach Terry Hoeppner to Can handle most of MAC, but Bowling Green 
~ Robinson) and LB (Terna Nande). take a job in the Big Ten. stands in way of third straight East title. 
3. Akron Zips riding momentum after staying in- NFL draft pick Charlie Frye leaves big hole Akron slips back toward the pack while its 
East chase until the final game. after being four-year starter. offense takes on a new identity. 
UY, Kent State ~ Enough of MAC's best defense returns to Dynamic QB Joshua Cribbs is gone ... and Flashes will make a case for finishing in East's 
. _ keep Golden Flashes inmostgames. _ with him, offensive improvisation. upper half, but that’s not guaranteed. 
5. Ohio Hiring of ex-Nebraska coach Frank Solich Significant overhaul of the offense isneeded —_Big-name coach will need more than one season 
be ‘puts vigor intoa stagnant program. to keep pace in the MAC. to lift the Bobcats higher. 
6. Buffalo ~ Will have its most experienced team. Not enough offensive might to stay with Bulls still taking baby steps, trying to win three 
since joining MAG in 1999, most MAC teams. conference games for the first time. 
|. Toledo QB Bruce Gradkowski should tear up Graduation claimed a couple of top athletes ‘Will score points in bunches and should win the — 
‘ another page of records. _ from too-leaky defense. West since it never loses at home. 
2.N. Illinois (Best O-line in the conference; a pair of ‘Northern Illinois has been unable to win the Northern Illinois should wear most teams down 
explosive running backs. big game in the MAC. and press Toledo in the West race. 
3. E. Michigan 8 Matt Bohnet and WR Eric Deslauriers Still a long way to go in terms of depth, Coach Jeff Genyk is getting people in Ypsilanti to 
can. move the chains. ‘strength and big-play ability. care about football ... that’s a start. 
YU. C. Michigan ( Diminutive tailback Jerry Seymour is Still not enough offense to keep up with the Central Michigan likely to finish a couple of 
__ tough to find, and tougher to tackle. league's better teams. games under 500. 
S. Ball State f larles Wynn is as | nea ashehas Offensive leader WR Dante Ridgeway left Asking too much from defense, Ball State will 
been it in his career. : early for the NFL. battle to stay out of West cellar. 
6. W. Michigan (@ With WR Greg Jennings and QB Ryan Will take more than a coaching change to Broncos bottomed out at 1-10 last year, and it's 
Cubit, Broncos can strike quickly. mend all that is broken in Kalamazoo. a long climb back to contention. 
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QB Omar Jacobs is among nation's elite; 
_ offense will be tough to stop. 


BG has been outstanding in recent seasons, 
but has yet to show it can win it all. 


The Falcons could run the table in the MAC and 
win their first league title in 13 seasons. 


Lindy’s 2005 
ALL-MAC Team 


GFFENSE - First Tearn 


Sent. 3 Northern Illinois at Michigan 


Sept. 3 Bowling Green at Wisconsin MOTOR CITY BOWL 
Sept. 3 Miami at Ohio State MAC #1/2 vs. Big Ten 


Sent. 21 Bowling Green at Boise State 


Gmardaeore iiauealiigieeh Sent. 27 Toledo at Fresno State une oe Pah: 
Garrett Wolfe. Jr. N. Illinois Oct. 5 Miami at Northern Illinois f 
P.J. Pope Sr. Bowling Green Oct. 8 Eastern Michigan at Toledo 


Greg Jennings Sr. W. Michigan 
Charles Sharon Sr. Bowling Green 
Tony Scheffler Sr. W. Michigan 


Oct. 15 Akron at Miami 
Oct. 15 Toledo at Ball State 


THE BIG ONES 


Brian Van Acker Sr. N. Illinois Nov. 5 W. Mich. vs. E. Mich. (Ford Field) 
Rob Warren Sr. Bowling Green Nov. 15 Bowling Green at Miami 
Doug Free s N. Illinois Nov. 16 Northern Illinois at Toledo 
Mark Kracium fr. Miami Shae : 
i Nov. 21 M 
Chris Wakeman. Sr. Toledo ye ele : 
Ryne Robinson Ir Miami Nov. 22 Toledo at Bowling Green 
Andrew Wellock Jr —_E. Michigan Nov. 23 Kent State at Akron 
Mike Thaler Sr. Bowling Green 
Quince Holman Sr. N. Illinois 
Marcus Johnson _. Sr. ~ Miami 
Dan Bazuin Jr C. Michigan RQ 1, Omar Jacobs . Bowling Green Great athlete and decision-making skills; leaving early? 
mM ki uaa af vee 2 2. Brian Van Acker . Northern Illinois Has been clearing a path for record-setting ground attack. 
nthony Jordan i oledo W eae 
tinvan tae St. N. MMlinois ; 3, Greg Jennings Western Michigan Dynamic athlete with big-play potential. 
Darrell Hunter Sr. Miami neg 4, Pd, Pone Bowling Green —_Best all-around player on a very good offensive team, 
Naa ince Sr. t Hi ry 5, Darrell Hunter Miami The fastest man in the history of the program. 
sama Young dr ent State ee 

Rontrell Woodruff. Sr. E. Michigan = 6, Tema Nande Miami Ferocious hitter with great speed and pursuit; an NFL safety? 
Matthew. Miller Sr. Ohio Q 7. Keon Jackson . Toledo Always around the ball, great open-field tackler, 

Q 8, Charles Sharon . Bowling Green — Harnessed speed and athleticism; became top deep threat 
Brice Gradkowski Se Toledo Q 9, Bruce Gradkowski - Toledo Atad small, but scouts love his grit, toughness, accuracy. 
Jerry Seymour Jr. ~ C. Michigan 10. Ryne Robinson . Mami Should be an exciting return man in NFL 
Brett Biggs Sr. Akron 
Eric Deslauriers Jr‘ E. Michigan 
Steve Sanders Sr. Bowling Green 
Andrew Clarke Sr. Toledo 
Todd Londot Sr Miami Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
Ben Lueck Je Nc lllinois vane Maver obs Peeve ot ite rill 
Kory Lichtensteiger So. Bowling Green , . 
Tim Crouch Jr Akron Omar Jacobs Bruce Gradkowski Terna Nande Nick Moore 
John Greco So. Toledo QB, Bowling Green QB, Toledo LB, Miami WR, Toledo 
Domenik Hixon = Sr. Akron 


Chris Nendick So. N. Illinois 


Most Accurate Passer Bruce Gradkowski, QB Toledo 


DL Kiki Gonzalez Sr. Akron Strongest Arm Ryan Cubit, OB Western Michigan 
DL Devon Parks Je. Bowling Green Best Scrambler Kent Smith, QB Central Michigan 
OL dohn Glavin Sr. Miami zr Coolest in the Clutch Omar Jacobs, QB Bowling Green 
ie aan iy ot ngs va S Toughest to Bring Down Jerry Seymour, RB Central Michigan 
LB Justin Parrish Sr. Kent State tr Best Hands Greg Jennings, WR Westem Michigan 
LB John Busing Sr. Miami 0 Most Dangerous Deep Threat Charles Sharon, WR Bowling Green 
DB Antonio Malone Sr. Toledo 2 Best Pass Blocker Rob Warren, OT Bowling Green 
OB Erik Keys Jr. Ball State g Best Run Blocker Brian Van Acker, C Northern Illinois 
DB Gemara Williams Sr. Buffalo Best Pass Rusher Justin Parrish, LB Kent State 
DB Ray Smith St) Ni. MMinois Best Cover Corner Darrell Hunter, CB Miami 
P Ben Woods So. Buffalo Som RES EERE in AEDS RLM OE 


Special Teams Demon Ryne Robinson Miami 
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5S SEAIRS FIGO: GOOD 


Drew Brees led Purdue through a season of ridiculous comebacks, includ- 
ing an 18-point deficit against Michigan and a 21-point fourth-quarter 
hole against Ohio State. But when the league-leading Boilers spit the bit 
by being stomped by 1-5 Michigan State on the second-to-last week of 
the season, it appeared they had blown it. Ah, but just as Northwestern 
was to move into the driver's seat, the Wildcats lost to 2-4 Iowa, allow- 
ing Purdue entry to the Rose Bowl with a win over hapless Indiana. 
© Big Ten champion: Purdue (8-4), Michigan (9-3), Northwestern (8-4), 
all 6-2 in league 
° Big Ten MVP: Drew Brees, QB, Purdue 
¢ Heisman Trophy: Chris Weinke, QB, Florida State 
3rd: Drew Brees, QB, Purdue 
5th: Damien Anderson, RB, Northwestern 
° National champion: Oklahoma (13-0) had the nation’s best defense 
and the Heisman runner-up on offense (Josh Heupel), and throttled 
No. 1 Florida State in the Orange Bowl, 13-2. 


I PEFIRES FIGO: IFGIBS \ 


Let’s face it: Northwestern beating Michigan and Ohio State en route to 
an undefeated conference season was nothing less than unthinkable for 
generations. But with gutsy running back Darnell Autry leading the way 
(he wasn’t very big or fast, just dang good), the Wildcats stunned the 
college football world. It was the culmination of coach Gary Bamnett’s 
previous proclamation that he wanted to “take the Purple to Pasadena.” 
° Big Ten champion: Northwestern (10-2, 8-0) 
° Big Ten MVP: Eddie George, RB, Ohio State 
Heisman Trophy: Eddie George, RB, Ohio State 

4th: Darnell Autry, RB, Northwestern 

8th: Tim Biakabutuka, RB, Michigan 

10th: Bobby Hoying, QB, Ohio State 
* National champion: Nebraska (13-0) blew away Florida in a stunning 

Fiesta Bowl, 62-24, in a showdown of undefeated teams. 


78 FCHIRES FIGO: IDDBA \ 


Everybody beat everybody else. Twice. Michigan, Michigan State, Illinois and 

Towa all went 6-2 in the Big Ten. But Hayden Fry’s Hawkeyes were something 

special. Unranked at the beginning of the season, they became the first Iowa 

team to score a season sweep of the Michigan schools (a last-gasp 85-yard 

TD drive ruined UM's homecoming, 24-23). By the beginning of November, 

the race was over, and even when the Hawkeyes stumbled against so-so Ohio 

State and mediocre Minnesota, they were Pasadena-bound. 

° Big Ten co-champions: Iowa (8-4), Michigan (9-3), Michigan State 
(8-3-1), Illinois (8-4) all 6-2 in league 

¢ Big Ten MVP: Nick Bell, RB, Iowa 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 
No Big Ten players in top 10. 

© National champions: Colorado (AP) and Georgia Tech (coaches) shared 
the title. CU (11-1-1) benefited from the infamous fifth-down play to beat 
Missouri when game officials lost track of the downs. The coaches couldn't 
bring themselves to give CU the title ... so they changed their votes after 
No. 2 Tech (11-0-1) beat 19th-ranked Nebraska in the Citrus Bowl. 


SS x 
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LO KEAIRS FIGO: IGAS 


The Hawkeyes surprisingly won the league title in 1981, but they proved 
their staying power as the fifth-year seniors went back for a second trip 
to Pasadena. That’s something only Buckeyes and Wolverines had even 
the right to dream about. Iowa quarterback Chuck Long finished second 
to Bo Jackson in the closest Heisman balloting ever. 
© Big Ten champion: Iowa (10-2, 7-1) 
* Big Ten MVP: Chuck Long, QB, Iowa 
¢ Heisman Trophy: Bo Jackson, RB, Auburn 
2nd: Chuck Long, QB, Iowa 
4th: Lorenzo White, RB, Michigan State 
6th: Jim Everett, QB, Purdue 
* National champion: Oklahoma enjoyed No. 8 Tennessee's rout of No. 2 
Miami in the Sugar Bowl because it meant the third-ranked Sooners 
could control their own destiny in the Orange — and they drilled top- 
ranked Penn State, 25-10. 


LS FEARS FIGO: IGAD 


Michigan ended the 1979 season with three consecutive losses, and then 
opened the ‘80s with a lackluster victory over Northwestern and losses 
to Notre Dame and South Carolina. That was a 1-5 mark in six games ... 
and things were getting ugly in Ann Arbor. But Bo Schembechler and his 
staff (which included five future head coaches) held things together, and 
week by week the Wolverines got better, particularly on defense. By the 
end of the season, they were the best team in college football, with 
sophomore wideout Anthony Carter going wild and the defense allowing 
no touchdowns after October (five games). 
* Big Ten champion: Michigan (10-2, 8-0) 
© Big Ten MVP: Mark Herrmann, QB, Purdue 
° Heisman Trophy: George Rogers, RB, South Carolina 
4th: Mark Herrmann, QB, Purdue 6th: Art Schlichter, QB, Ohio State 
10th: Anthony Carter, WR, Michigan 
* National champion: Top-ranked Georgia took care of business by beat- 
ing No. 7 Notre Dame, 17-10. 


SQ PEARS FIGCG: IFSS 


A year after capturing Woody Hayes’ first national championship, Ohio 
State again marched through the Big Ten unbeaten. But the league's no- 
repeat rule kept the Buckeyes and Heisman Trophy winner Hopalong 
Cassady out of the Rose Bowl, and early-season non-conference losses kept 
them out of the national championship hunt. So, second-place Michigan 
State, which lost to Michigan before rattling off eight consecutive victo- 
ties (the Spartans didn’t face Ohio State that year), got to go to the Rose 
Bowl. Coach Duffy Daugherty’s stunning defense (48 points allowed all 
season) and All-American quarterback Earl Morrall beat UCLA, 17-14. 
* Big Ten champion: Ohio State (7-2, 6-0) 
¢ Big Ten MVP: Howard Cassady, HB, Ohio State 
* Heisman Trophy: Howard Cassady, HB, Ohio State 
4th: Earl Morrall, QB, Michigan State 8th: Ron Kramer, E, Michigan 
* National champions: Oklahoma (11-0) was in the middle of its 47-game 
winning streak and won the first of its back-to-back national champi- 
onships. Michigan State finished No. 2 in the polls with a 9-1 record. 
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Chiliwear® Resort Shirts 
Available for most Big 10 schools. These 
cotton shirts are unique and feature coconut 
buttons and chest pocket with your school’s 
logo. MeLeXLeXXL $49.95 it 


« 


=| Collegiate MailWraps® (& MICHIGAN 
| are a great way to show your 
| Tide Pride! Fits standard and 
large-sized metal mailboxes with a unique magnet 
design. Can also be converted for plastic ones. $14.95 


STATE 


. P “| Love My 
GATING NUS | AV School” 
Ladies T-shirt 

100% cotton avail 


for most schools. 
SeMeLeXL $16.95 


Adult Chair 

Great for all outdoor events and 
features convenient carrying case, 
drink holder and steady frame ‘ 
that holds up to 300 Ibs. $32.95 


12-Pack Cooler . . 7 " ee 
Soft-sided leak-proof cooler that Team Chip-N-Dip celebrates “Crunch Time 


includes an adjustable shoulder . at home or tailgating. Kiln-fired, glazed ceramic 
strap for carrying, $23.95 dish is large enough to hold a bag of chips and a jar 
. 7 ' of salsa. Logos on both sides. $44.95 


« 


Junior Football Kit Available for many Big 10 


Rolling Cooler BR. JEW! 


Let the good times roll with this-cooler 
that holds 36 12-0z. cans plus ice. backyard fun, this collection of your team’s jersey, 


Features heavy nylon exterior & leak- pants, helmet and football promises to generate . 
proof lining. Includes straps for easy great spirit and fun. fe m.< 
Carrying as a back pack. $44.95 SM (5-8 yrs), M (9-12 yrs). $38.95 

. PFomSh we TA 


vac. 
hr 9' x 9" Tent with durable water- \{ WN 4 Men’s T-shirts 
6 =| resistant canopy over heavy-duty frame. Lots to choose 
Includes ground stakes, tough nylon Stes from for your 
carrying case. Reg $234.95. YOUR PRICE ‘ Vie school MeLexLe 
$199.71 with 15% SFT savings included! ~ XXL. $17.95 


TOLL-FREE 1-866-965-8007 


woe) «wey a | 
* . 


www.sportsfantreasures.com 
or mail your check to SFT, 741-B Harris St, Jackson, MS 39202 
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Meet the freshman phenom. 
Sitting low on the road, crouched in a wide-hodied stance, the Solstice has 
earned its right to be this year’s top prospect. With 18" aluminum wheels, 


177 hp and a 5-speed Aisin manual transmission, this one's designed to turn 
heads for years to come. The first-ever Solstice. Designed for Action. 


PONTIAC SOLSTICE 


Official Performance Machines of the NCAA’ 


NCAA+is licensed by or a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association. (©2005 GM Corp. All rights reserved. Pontiac’ Pontiac logo’ Solstice” 
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